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RAMBLER. 

/ 

-IMUmb. 141. Tuesday, July 23^ i^jf* 

Hilar i/qui^ tamen cum pondtre^ virtus* StAT« 

Greatneis with eafe> and gay feveritf • 

to tht RAMBLER* 
SIR, 

POLITICIANS have long obferved> that the 
greatcft events may be often traced back to 
flender caufes^ Petty conripetition or cafual 
friendftiip, the prudence of a ilave, or the garrulity 
of a womani have hindered or promoted the moffrim* 
portant fchemes, and haftened or retarded the revo« 
lutions of empirCi 

Whoever Ihall review his life will generally find, 
that the whole tenor of his condu£t has been deter« 
mined by fome accident of no apparent moment, or 
by a combination of inconfiderable circumftances, 
ading when his imagination was unoccupied, and 
Vol. VII. B bi« 
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his judgment unfettkdj and that his principles and 
a&ions have taken* their colour from fome fecret infu- 
fion, mingled without defign in the current of his 
ideas. The defires that predoiriinaie in our hearts, 
are inftilled by imperceptible communications at the 
time when we look upon the various fcenes of the 
world, and the different employments of men, with 
the neutrality of Juexperience;. and we come forth 
from the nurfery or the fchool, invariably deftined to 
the purfu;t of g^reat acquifitions, or petty accom* 
plifhments. 

Such was the impulfe by which 1 have been kept 
in motion from my earlielt years. I was born to an 
inheritance which gave my childhood a claim to dif- 
tinftiori and careffes, and was accuftomed to hear 
applaufes, before they had much influence on my 
thoughts. The firft praife of which I remember 
myfelf fenfible was that of good-humour, which, 
whether I deferved it or not when it was beftowed, I 
have fince made it my whole bufmefs to propagate 
and maintain. 

When I was fent to fchool, the gaiety of my look> 
and the livelinefs of my loquacity, foon gained me 
admiflion to hearts not yet fortified againft affeftion 
by artifice or intereft. I was entrufted with every 
ftratagem, and affociated in every- fport; my comr- 
pany gave alacrity to a frolick, and gladnefs to a 
holiddy. I was indeed fo much emplbyed in adjuft- 
ing or executing fchemes of diverfion, that I hacj no 
fcifure for my tafks, but was furnifhed with exer- 
cifes, and'inftrudted in niiy leffons, by fome kind pa- 
tron of the higher claffes. My mafter, not fufpcdt- 
ing my deficiency, or unwilling to dete6t what his 
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kindnefs would not punifh nor his impartiality ex- 
cufe, allowed me to efcape with a flight examination, 
laughed at the pertnefs of my ignorance, and the 
fprightlinefs of my abfurdities> and could not for- 
bear to ftiow that he regarded me with fuch tender- 
nefs, as genius and learning can feldom excite. 

From fchool I was difmifled to the univerfity, where • 
I foon drew upon me the notice of the younger ftu- 
dents, and was the conftant partner of their morning 
walks, and evening compotations. I was not in- 
deed much celebrated for literature, but was looked 
on with indulgence as a man of parts, who wanted 
nothing but the dulnefs of a fcholar, and might- be- 
come eminent whenever he fhould condefcend to la- 
bour and attention. My tutor a while reproached 
me with negligence, and reprefled my fallies with 
fupercilious gravity; yet having natural good hu- 
mour lurking in his heart, he could not long hold out 
againft the power of hilarity, but after a few months 
began to relax,the mufcles of difciplinarian morofe- 
nefs> received me with fmiles after an elopement, 
and, that he might not betray his truft to his fond- 
nefs, was content to fpare my diligence by increaf- 
mg his own. 

Thus I continued to diflipate the gloom of/ colle- 
giate aufterity, to wafte my own life in idlenefsj and 
lure others from their ftudies, till the happy hour 
arrived, when I was fent to London. I foon difco- 
vered the town to be the proper element of youth and 
gaiety, and was quickly diftinguifhed as a wit by the 
ladies, a fpecies Bf beings only heard of at the uni- 
verfity, whom I had no foon?r the happinefs of ap- 
proaching than I devoted all my faculties to the am- 
bition of plcafing them. 

B 2 . A wit, 
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A wit, Mr. Rambler i in the dialcdt of ladies, is not 
alw'ays a man, who, by the aftion of a vigorous fancy 
upon comprehenfivc knowledge, brings diftant ideas 
unexpeftedly together, who by fome peculiar acute- 
nefs difcovers refemblance in objefts diffimilar to 
common eyes, or by mixing heterogeneous notions 
dazzles the attention with fudden fcintillations of 
conceit. A lady's wit is a man who can make ladies 
laugh, to which, however eafy it may feem, many 
gifts of nature, and attainments of art, muft com- 
monly concur. He that hopes to be conceived as a 
wit in female aflemblies, Ihould have a form, neither 
fo amiable as to ftrike with admiration, nor fo coarfe 
as to raife difguft, with an underftanding too feeble 
to be dreaded, and too forcible to be defpifed. The 
other parts of the charafter are more fubjeft to va- 
riation 5 it was formerly eflential to a wit, that half 
his back Ihould be covered with a fnowy fleece, and 
at a time yet more remote no man was a wit with- 
out his boots. In the days of the Speftator a fnufF- 
box feems to have been indifpenfiblej but in my time 
an embroidered coat was fufficient, without any pre- 
cife regulation of the reft of his drefs. 

But wigs and boots andfnuff-boxes are vain, with- 
out a perpetual refolution to be merry, and who can 
always find fupplies of mirth ? Juvenal indeed, in his 
comparifon of the two oppofite philofophcn, won- 
ders only whence an unexhaufted fountain of tears 
could be difcharged : but had Juvenaly with all his 
fpirit, undertaken my province, he would have found 
conftant gaiety equally difficult to be fupported. 
Confidcr, Mr. Rambler^ and compaflionate the con- 
dition of a man, who has taught every company to 
cxpedl from him a continual ftaft of laughter, an 
6 unintcr* 
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nn intermitted ftream of jocularity. The tafk of 
every other flave has an end. The rower in time 
reaches the port; the lexicographer atlaft finds the 
conclufion of his alphabet ; only the haplefs wit has 
his labour always to begin, the call for novelty is ne- 
ver fatisfied, and one jeft only raifes expedlation of 
another. 

I know that among men of learning and afperity, 
the retainers to the female world are not much re- 
garded ; yet I cannot but hope that if you knew at 
how dear a rate our honours are purchafed, yoii 
Would look with fbme gratulation on our fucccfs, 
and with fome pity on our mifcarriages. Think on 
the mifery of him who is condemned to cultivate 
barrennefs and ranfack vacuity j who is obliged to 
continue his talk when his meaning is fpent, to raifc 
merriment without images, to harafs his imagination 
in queft of thoughts which he cannot ftart, and his 
memory in purfuit of narratives which he cannot 
avertake ; obferve the effort with which he ftrains 
to conceal dcfpondency by a fmile, and the diftrefs 
in which he fits while the eyes of the company are 
fixed upon him as their laft refuge from filence and 
dejeftion. 

It were endlefs to recount the fhifts to which I 
have been reduced, or to enumerate the different fpe- 
cies of artificial wit. I regularly frequented coffee- 
houfes, and have often lived a week upon an expref- 
fion, of which he who dropped it did not know the 
value. When fortune did not favour my erratick 
induftry, I gleaned jefts at home from obfolete 
farces. To cblleft wit was indeed fafe, for I con- 
forted with none that looked much into books, but 
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tb difpcrfelt was the difficulty. A feeming negli- 
gence was often ufeful, and I have very fuccefsfully 
rpade a reply not to what the lady had faid, but to 
what it was convenient for me to hear; for very 
few were fo perverfe as to reftify a miftake which 
had given occafion to a burft of merriment. Some- 
times I drew the converfation up by degrees to a, 
proper point, and produced a conceit which I had 
treafured up, like fportfmen who boaft of killing the 
foxes which they lodge in the covert. Eminence isi 
however in fome happy moments gained at lefs ex- 
pence ; I have delighted a whole circle at one time 
with a feries of quibbles, and made myfelf good 
company at another, by fcalding my fingers, or mif^ 
taking a lady's lap for my own chair. 

Thefe are artful deceits and ufeful expedients; but 
expedients are at length exhaufted, and deceits de- 
tedled. Time itfelf, among other injuries, dimi- 
nifties the power of pleafing, and I now find in my 
forty-fifth year many pranks and pleafantries very 
coldly received, which had formerly filled a whole 
room with jollity and acclamation, I ani under the 
melancholy neceffity of fupporting that charafter by 
ftudy, which I gained by levity, having learned too 
late that gaiety muft be recommended by higher qua- 
. iities, and thai mirth can never pleafe long but as t^e 
cfflorefcencc of a mind loved for its luxuriance, but 
efteemed for its ufefulnefs. 

, I am, £^f . 

Papij-ius. 
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Numb. 142. Saturday, ^«/k 27, 1751. 

Are^* Qro^ayoim Ho M E lU 

A giant fliepherd here his flock maintains 

Far from the reft, and folitary reigns, 

In fhelter thick of horrid fhade reclin'd ; 

And gloomy mifchiefs labour in his mind. 

A form enormous ! far unlike the race 

Of human birth, in ftature or in face. Pop?. 

fo the RAMBLER. 

S I R, 

HAVING been accuftomed to retire annually 
from the town, I lately accepted the invita- 
tion of Eugenia, who has an cftate and feat in a 
diftant county. As we were unwilling to travel 
without improvement, we turned often from the di- 
rect road to pleafe ourfelves with the view of na- 
ture or of art ; we examined every wild mountain 
and medicinal fpring, criticifed every edifice, con- 
templated every ruin, and compared every fcenc of 
aftion with the narratives of hiftorians. By this 
fucccffion of amufements we enjoyed the exercife of 
a journey without fuffering the fatigue, and had no- 
thing to regret but that, by a progrefs fo leifurely 
and gentle, we miffed the advcntures^f a poft-chaife, 
and the pleafyre of alarming villages with the tumult 
B 4 of 
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of our paffage, and of difgyifing our infignificancy 
by the dignity of hurry. 

The firft week after our arrival at Eugenio*s houfo 
was pafled in receiving yifits f|-om his neighboursj^ 
wh.Q crQwded about him witji ^11 the eagernefs of 
benevole^ice i Tome impatient to learn the news of 
the court an^ town, th.^t they mig^t be qualified by 
auth^ntick information to didlate to the rural politi- 
cians on the next bowling day j others defirous of 
his intereft to accommodate difputes, or of his ad- 
vice in the fcttlement of their fortunes and th^ mar-, 
riage of their children. / 

The civilities, which he had received were foon 
to be returned ; and I pafled fome time with great 
fatisfadlion in roving through the country, an4 
viewing the feats, gardens, and plantations, which 
are fcattered over it. My pleafure would indeed 
hayc been greater had I been fometimes allowed to 
wander in a park or wildernefs alone, but to appear 
as the friend of Eugenio was an honour not to be 
enjoyed without fome incqnveniencies 5 fo much 
was every one folicitou^ for my regard, that I could 
feldqm cfcape to folitude, or fteal a moment from 
the emulation of complaifance^ and the vigilance of 
officioufnefs. 

In thefe rambles of good neighbourhood, we fre- 
quently pafled by a houfe of unufual magnificence. 
While I had my curioflty yet diflrafted among many 
novelties, it did not much attraft my obfervation ; 
but in a fhort time I could not forbear furveying it 
with particular notice; for the length of the wall 
which inclofed the gardens, the difpofition qf the 
Ihades that waved over it, and the canals, of which 

i could 
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I could obtain fome glimpfes through the trees from 
our own windows, gave me reafon to expedt more 
grandeur and beauty than I had yet feen in that pro-^. 
vince. I therefore enquired, as we rode by it, why 
we never, amongft our excurfions, fpent an hour where 
there was fuch an appearance of fplendour and af- 
fluence. Eugenio told me that the feat which I fo 
much admired, was commonly called in the country 
the haunted bou/Cy and that no vifits were paid there by 
any of the gentlemen whom I had yet fctn. As the 
haunts of incorporeal beings are generally ruinous, 
negledted, and defolate, I eafily conceived that there 
was fomething to be explained, and told him that I 
fuppofed it only fairy ground, on which we might 
venture by day-light without danger. The danger, 
fays he, is indeed only that of appearing to folicit the 
acquaintance of a man, with whom it is not poffible 
to converfe without infamy, and who has driven from 
him, by his infolence or malignity, every human being 
who can live without hipn. 

Our converfation was then accidentally interrupt- 
ed ', but my inquifitive humour being now in mo- 
tion. Could not reft without a full account of this 
newly difcovered prodigy. I was foon informed 
that the fine houfe and fpacious gardens were haunt* 
cd by fquire Blufter, of whom it was very eafy to 
Jearn the character, fince nobody had regard for him 
Sufficient to hinder jhem from telling whatever they 
could difcover. 

Squire Blufter- is defcended of an ancient ,family» 
The cftate which his anceftors had immemorially 
poflTeffed was much augmented by captain Blufieff^, 
who fcrved under Drake in the reign of Elizabeib ; 

and 



Digitized by 



Google 



1© THE RAMBLER, N^ 142. 

aod the Blufiers^ who were before only petty gen* 
tlemen, have from that time frequently reprefente4 
the fhire in parliament, been chofen to prefent ad- 
drefles, and given laws at hunting-matches and 
races. They were eminently hofpitable and popun 
lar, till the father of this gentleman died of an elec- 
tion. His lady went to the grave foon after him, 
and left the heir, then only ten years old, to the care . 
of his grandmother, who would not fuffer him to be 
controlled, becaufe (he could not bear to hear him 
cry } and never fent him to fchool, becaufe fhe wa$ 
not able to live without his company. She taught 
him however very early to infped the fteward's ac- 
counts', to dog the butler from the cellar, and to 
catch the fervants at a junket; fo that he was at 
the age of eighteen a complete matter of all the 
lower arts of domeftick policy, had often on thp 
road detefted combinations between the coachman 
and the oftler, and procured the difcharge of nine- 
teen maids for illicit correfpondence with cottagers 
and charwomen. 

By the opportunities of parfimony which minority 
affords, and which the probity of his guardians had 
diligently improved, a very large fum of money was 
accumulated, and he found himfelf, when he took 
his affairs into his own hands, the richeft man in 
the county. It has been long the cuflom of thi^ 
family to celebrate the heir's completion of his 
twenty-firfl year, by an entertainment, at which the 
houfe is thrown open to all that arc inclined to enter 
it, and the whole province flocks together as to a 
general feftivity. On this occafion young Blufter 
exhibited the fxrft tokens of his future eminence, by 
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fliaking his purfe at an old gentleman, who had 
been the intimate friend of his father, and offering 
to wager a greater fum than he could afford to ven- 
ture; a praftice with which he has, at one time or 
other, infulted every freeholder within ten miles 
round him. 

His next afts of offence were committed in a con- 
tentious and fpiteful vindication of the privileges of 
his manors, and a rigorous and relentlefs profecution 
of every man that prefumed to violate his game. As 
he happens to have no eftate adjoining equal to hh 
pwn, his oppreffions are often borne without refiil- 
ance, for fear of a long fuit, of which he delights 
to count the expences without the leaft folicitudc 
about the event j for he knows, that where nothing 
but an honorary right is contefted, the poorer anta-^ 
gonift muft always fuffer, whatever fliall be the laft: 
decifion of the law. 

By the fuccefs of fome of thefe dif*puteSj he h^a^ 
fo elated his infolence, and by refieftion upon ^hc 
general hatred which they have brought upon hitn^ , 
fo irritated his virulence, that his whole life i§ fpent; 
in meditating or executing mifchief. It is his com-r 
mon praftice to procure his hedges to be broken ii\ 
the night, and then to demand fatisfadlion for da- 
mages which his grounds have fufFered from his 
neighbour's cattle. An old widow was yefterday 
foliciting Eugenio to enable her to replevin her only 
cow then in the pound by fquire Blufter's order, who 
had fent one of his agents to take advantage of hef 
calamity, and perfuade her to fell the cow at aa 
under rate. He has driven a day-labourer from his 
cottage, for gathering blackberries in af hedge for 
" his 
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his children ; and has now an old woman in the 
coimty-jail for a trefpafs which fhe conamitted, by 
coming into his ground to pick up acorns for her 
hog. 

Money, in whatever hands, will confer power, 
Diftrefs will fly to immediate refuge, without much 
confideration of remote confcquences. Blufter has 
. therefore a defpotick authority in many families, 
whom he has alfifted, on prefling occafions, with 
larger fums than they can eafily repay. The only 
vifits that he makes are to thefe houfes of misfor-. 
tune, where he enters with the infolence of abfolute 
command, enjoys the terrors of the family, exafts 
their obedience,^ riots at their charge, and in the 
height of his joy infults the father with menaces, 
and the daughters with obfcenity. 

He is of late fomewhat lefs oflrcnfive ; for one of 
his debtors, after gentle expoftulations, by which he 
was only irritated to grofTcr outrage, feized him by 
the flecve, led him trembling into the court-yard, 
and clofed the door upon him in a ftormy night. 
He took his ufual revenge next morning by a writ ; 
but the debt, was difcharged by the afliftance of Eu^ 
genio. y 

It is his rule to fuffer his tenants to owe him rent, 
becaufe by this indulgence he fecures to himfelf the 
power of feizure whenever he has an inclination to 
amufe himfelf with calamity, and feaft his ears with 
entreaties and lamentations. Yet as he is fome- 
times capricioufly liberal to thofe whom he hap-, 
pens to adopt as favourites, and lets his lands at a 
cheap rate, his farms are never long unoccupied; 
and when one is ruined by oppreflion, the poffibi- 
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Jity of better fortune quickly lures another to fupply 
his place. 

Such is the life of fquire Blufter ; a man in whofe 
power fortune has liberally placed the means of 
happinefs, but who has defeated all her gifts of 
their end by the depravity of his mind. He is 
wealthy without followers j he is magnificent with- 
out witnefles; he has birth without alliance^ and 
influence without dignity. His neighbours fcorn 
him as a brutes his dependents dread him as 
an oppreflbrs and he has only the gloomy com- 
fort of reflefting, that if he is hated, he is likewifc 
feared. 

lam, SIR, &c. 

Vagulus, 
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Numb. 143. Tuesday, July jp^ ^75^^ 

Mo'veat corntcula rifum 
Furti'vis niidata coloribus. ' ■ Hoit* 

Left when the birds their various colours claim 

Stripped of his ftolen prides the crow forlorn 

Should ftand the laughter of the publick fcorn. Fr Am: i s. 

AMONG the innumerable prafticcs by which 
intereft or envy have taught thofc who live 
upon literary fanrie to difturb each other at their airy 
banquets, one of the moll common is the charge of 
plagiarifm. When the excellence of a new com-^ 
pofition can no longer be contefted, and malice is 
compelled to give way to the unanimity of applaufe, 
there is yet this one expedient to be tried, by which 
the author may be degraded, though his work be 
reverenced \ and the excellence which we cannot ob- 
fcure, may be fet at fuch a diftance as not to over- 
power our fainter luftre. 

This accufation is dangerous, becaufe, even when 
it is falfe, it may be fometimes urged with probabi- 
lity. Bruyere declares, that we are come into the 
world too late to produce any thing new, that nature 
and life are preoccupied, and that defcription and 
fentiment have been long exhaufted. It is indeed 
certain, that whoever attempts any common topick, 
will find unexpedled coincidences of his thoughts 
with thofe of other writers 5 nor can the niceft judg- 
ment always diftinguifli accidental fimilitudc from 
5 ^^^^^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



NM43/ THE RAMBLER. i|. 

artful imitation. There is likcwifc a common ftock 
of images, a fettled mode of arrangement, and a 
beaten track of tranfition, which all authors fuppofe 
thenafclves at liberty to ufe, and which produce the 
refemblance generally obfervable among cotcmpo- 
raries. So that in books which beft dcfcrve the 
name of originals, there^ is little new beyond the 
difpofition of materials already provided j the fame 
ideas and combinations of ideas have been long in 
the pofleflion of other hands ; and by reiloring to 
every man his own, as the Romans muft have re- 
turned to their cots from the pofleflion of the world, 
fo the mofl: inventive and fertile genius would reduce 
his folios to a few pages. Yet the author who imi-^ 
tates his predeccflbrs only by furniftiing himfelf with 
thoughts and elegancies out of the fame general 
magazine of literature, can with little more pro- 
priety be reproached as a plagiary, than the architeft 
can be cenfured as a mean copier of An^elo or Wren^ 
becaufe he digs his marble from the fame quarry, 
fquares his fl:ones by the fame art, and unites them 
in columns of the fame orders. 

Many fubjefts fall under the confideration of jin 
author, which being limited by nature can admit 
only of flight and accidental diverfities. All defi- 
nitions of the fame thing mufl: be nearly the fame; 
ajid defcriptions, which are definitions of a more 
lax and fanciful kind, muft always have in fqme de- 
gree that refemblance to each other which they all 
have to their objeft. Difierent poets defcribing 
the fpring or the fea w6uld mention the zephyrs 
and the flowers, the billows and the rocks j refledt- 
ing on human life, they would, without any com^ 
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munication of opinions, lament the dcccitfulncfs of* 
hopCi the fugacity of pleafure, the fragility of beauty^ 
and the frequency of calamity; and for palliative^ 
of thefe incurable miferies> they would concur in re- 
commending kindnefsi temperance^ cautiohi and 
fortitudei 

When therefore there are found in Firgil and 
Horace two fimilar paflages> 



Hie tibi erunt aries 

Pareere fubjeSiisy et debellarefup^rbos.^"-'^ Yt^O* 

» 

To tame the proud, the fctter'drflave to free : 

Thefe are imperial arts, and woi'thy thee« DRY£^£r7< 

Imptret bellante prior j jdcentem 

Lenis in hoftem* HoR« 

Let Cafar fpread his conquefts far, 
Lefs plcas'd to triumph than to fparCi 

it is furely not neceflary to fuppofe with a late critick 
that one is copied from the other, fince neither 
Virgil nor Horace can be fuppofed ignorant of the 
common duties of humanity, and the virtue of mo- 
deration in fuccefs. 

Cicero and Ovid have on very different dccafioris 
remarked how little of the honour of a viftory be»* 
longs to the general, when his foldiers and his for- 
tune have made their deduftions; yet why fhould 
Ovid be fufpefted to have owed to ^ully an obferva- 
tion which perhaps occurs to every rpan that fees or 
hears of military glories ? 

Tully obferves of Jchilles, chat had not Homer 
written, his valour had been without praife. 

tfffi 
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Nijt Ilias ilia extitiffet^ idem tumulus qui corpus ejus contiX" 
erat^ nomen ejus obruijlit. 

Unlefs the ///W had been publiihed, his name had been loft 
in the tomb that covered hU body. " , 

Horace tells us with more energy that there were 
brave men before the wars of Troy^ but they were 
loft in oblivion for want of a poet. 

Vixere fortes ante Agamemnona 
Multi ; Jed omnes illachrymabiles 
Urgentury ignotique longd 
No^e^ carent quia 'batefacro* 

Before great Agamemnon reign'd^ 

Reign'd kings as great as he^ and bravc^ 
Whofe huge ambition's now contained 
In the fmall cpmpafs of a grave : 
In endlefs night they fleep, unwept, unknown : 
No1>ard had they to make all time their own. Fn aKcxs; 

^ully enquires, in the fame oration, why, but for 
fame, we difturb a fliort life with fo many fat;igues ? 

^ideft fuodin hoc tarn exiguo vita curricula et tarn ireviy 

tantis nos in labor ibus exerceamus? 
Why in fo fmall a circuit of life fhould we employ ou^felves 

in fo many fatigues ? 

Uoract tvif3^\xt% in the fame manner, 

^id brevi fortes jaculamur avo 
Muha? 

Why do we aim, with eager ftrife, 

At things beyond the mark of life ? Francis. 

when our life is pf fo fhort duration), why we form 

fuch numerous defigns ? But Horace^ as well as 

Vol.. YIU C Tullys 
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Tuifyi might difcover that records arc needful to pre- * 
ferve the memory of aftions^and that no records were 
fo durable as poems ; either of them might find out 
that life is fhort, and that we confume it in unne- 
ceffary labour* , 

there are other flowers of fiftion fo widely feat- 
tered and fo eafily cropped, that it is fcarcely jufl: 
to tax the ufe of them as an aft by which any parti- 
cular writer is defpoiled of his garland ; for they may 
be faid to have been planted by the ancients in the 
open road of poetry for the accommodation of their 
fucccflbrs, and to be the right of every one that has 
art to pluck them without injuring their colours or 
their fragance. The pafiage of Orpbeus to hell, with 
the recovery and fecond lofs of Eurydice^ have been 
defcribed after Boetius by Pope, in fuch a manner as 
might juftly leave him fufpefled of imitation, were 
not the images fuch as they might both have derived 
from more ancient writers. 

^afontes agitant nutu 
' Xlltrim fcilerum dem 
Jam masfta laaymis madent^ 
No ft Imwium caput 
Velox pracipitat rota* 

The powers of vengeance, while they bear, 

Touch'd with compaffion, drop a tear ^ 

Ixion*s rapid wheel is bound, 

Fix'd in attention to the found. F, Ll Wl»» 

Thyftone, O B^fiphus^ ftandsftill^ 
Jxion refts upon his wheel. 
And &c pale fpe£lres dance ! 
The furies fink upon their iron beds. 

Tanditny 
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iandenti vincifnur^ arbiter 
Vmbrarum^ miJifakSy ait'^'*-'^ 
Donemus^ comitem viro^ 
Emtam carmine^ amjugem. 

SubduM at length, tielVs pitying monarch cryM, 
The fong rewarding, let us yield the bride. F* Lswis* 

He fung, and hell confented 

To hear the poet's prayer j 
Stern Proferpine relented. 

And gave him back the fair. 

* Hfu, noiiis prope terminos 
Orpheus Euryciden fuam 
Vidit^ perdidity eccidit. 

Nor yet the golden verge of day begun^ 

When Orpheus^ her unhappy lord, 

Eurydice to life reftor'd. 
At once beheld, and loft, and was undone. ^F. Lewis. 

But foon, too foon, the lover turns his eyes : 
Again Ibe fidls, again Ihe dies, (he dies I 

No writer can be fully conviftcd of imitation, ex- 
cept there is a concurrence of more refcmblance than 
can be imagined to have happened by chance -, as 
where the fame ideas are conjoined without any na- 
tural feries or neccffary coherence, or where not only 
the thought but the words are copied. Thus it can 
fcarcely be doubted, that in the firftof the following 
paflages Piope remembered Ovid^ and that in the fe- 
cond he copied Crajhaw. 

Sape pater dixit, Jludium quid inutile tentas f 

Meeonides nullas ipfe reliquit opes-^^^^ 
Spontefua carmen numeros veniebat ad aptoSf 

Et quod conabar fcriberey verfus erat. OviD. 

C 2 Quit, 
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Quit, quit this barren trade, my father cry*i ; 
Ev'n Homer left no riches when he dy'd- 



In verfe fpontaneous flow'd my native firain^ 

Forc'd by no fweat or kbour of the brain. F. LEV^iMi 

I left no calling for this idle trade ; 

No duty broke^ no father difobey'd j 

While yet a child, ere yet a fool to fame, 

I lilp'd in numbers, for the number^ calme^ PdPE« 

■ This plain floor, 

Believe me, reader, can fay more 
Than many a braver marble can, 
Here lies a truly honeft man. * Crashaw# 

This modefl: ftone, what few vain mafbles can. 

May truly fay. Here lies an honeft man. PoPB. 

Conceits, or thoughts not immediately impreffed 
by fcnfiblc objefts, or ncceffarily arifing from the 
coalition or comparifon of common fentiments, may 
be with great jufticc fufpefled whenever they are 
found a fccond time. Thus fFaller probably owed 
to Grotius an elegant compliment. 

Here lies the learned SavtVs heir. 

So early wife, and lading fair. 

That none, except her years they told. 

Thought her a child, or thpught her old. tVAttfik. 

tlnica lux facU^ genit oris gloria^ nemo 

^empueruMy nemo credidit ejfe fenem* GitOT. 

The agq's miracle, his father's joy ! 

Nor old you wou'd pronounce him, nor a boy. 

F. Lewis* 

And Prior was indebted for a pretty illuftration to 
Ml^nc'% poetical hiftory of /fe»ry the feventh. 

Fot 
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for nought but light itfelf, itfelf can fhow, 
^nd only kings can write, what kings can do. 

Alleyhe. 

Your mufick^s power, your mufick muft difclofe, 
For what light is, 'tis onl^ light that fliews. Prior. 

And with yet more certainty may the fame writer 
i?^ ccnfured, for endeavouring the clandeftine ap- 
propriation of a thought which he borrowed, furely 
without thinking hinrifelf difgraced, from an ejMgrao) 
efPlafp. 

TH n»(plii rd xofrovTpW foil twh [xh oj ao-6«» 

Vennsy take my votive glafs. 
Since I am not what I was ; 
What from this day I (hall be, 
Yfnus let me never fee, 

As not every inftancc of fimilitude can be con-^ 
fidercd as a proof of imitation, fo not every imita- 
tion ought to be ftign^tized as plagiarifm. The 
adoption of a noble fentiment, or the infertipn of a 
borrowed ornament, may^fometimes difplay fo much 
judgment as will almoft compenfate fo^ invention; 
and an inferior genius may, without any imputation 
pf fervility, purfue the path of the ancients, pro- 
yided he declines to tread in their footfteps. 
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NuMk. 144. Saturday, Augujl 3, 1751. 

Dapbnidis arcum 
FtifiJU it calam$i : qua tu^ fervirfi Miualcaf 
Et (um midifii puero donata^ dpkias ; 
Eiji non aliquft no.cuijfes, mortuut iffes* VfRG. 

Tlie h^jf of Daph^u ai\d the fliafts you broke ; 

When the fair boy receiv'd the gift of right ; 

And but formifchief, you had dy'd for fpite. . Deyden. 

IT is impoflible to mingle in cbnverfation with- 
out obfcrving the difficulty with which a new 
name makes its way into the world. Th^ firft ap- 
pearance of excellence unites multitudes againft it ; 
unexpefted oppofition rifcs up on every fide; the 
celebrated and the obfcure join in the confederacy ; 
fubtilty furnifhes arms to impudence^ and invention 
l^ads on credulity. 

The ftrength and unanimity of this alliance is 
not eafily conceived. It might be expedbed that 
no man jfhould fufier his heart to be inflamed with 
malice^ but by injuries s that none fliould bufy 
himfelf in contefting the pretenfions pf another, 
but when fome right of bis own was involved in 
the queftion; that at lead hoftilities commenced 
without caufe, fhould quickly ceafe; that the armies 
of malignity fhould foon difperfe, when no com- 
mon intereft could be found to hold them together; 
and that the attack upon a rifing charafter ihbuld be 

left 
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left to thofc who had fomcthing to hope or fear from 
the event. 

The hazards of thofe that afpire to eminence, 
would be much diminiflied if they had none but 
acknowledged rivals to encounter. Their enemies 
would then be few, and what is of yet greater im- 
portance, would be known. But what caution is 
fufficient toward oflFthe blows of inviGble affailants, 
or what force can ftand againft uninterrupted attacks, 
and a continual fucceffion of enemies ? Yet fuch is 
the ftate of the world, that no fooner can any man 
emerge from the crowd, and fix the eyes of the pub- 
lick upon him, than he ftands as a mark to the arrows 
of lurking calumny, and receives in the tumult 
ofhoflility, from diftant and from namelefs handsj 
wounds not always eafy to be cured. 

It is probable that the onfct againft the candi- 
dates for renown, is originally incited by thofe 
who imagine themfclves in danger of fufFering 'by 
their fuccefs ; but when war is once declared^ 
▼oluateers flock to the ftandard, multitudes follow 
the camp only for want of employment, and flying 
fquadrons are difperfcd to every part, fo pleafed 
with an opportunity of mifchief that they toil with- 
out profpe^ of praife, and pillage without hope of 
profit. 

When any man has endeavoured to defervc 
diftinftion, .he will be furprifed to hear himfelf 
cenfured where he could not expedt to have been 
named 5 he will find the utmoft acrimony of ma- 
lice among thofc whom he never could have of- 
fended. 

C 4 As 
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As there are to be found in the fcrvice of envy 
men of every diverfity of temper and degree of 
underftanding, calumny is diffufed by all arts and 
methods of propagation. Nothing is too grofs or 
too refined, too cruel or too trifling to be prac- 
tifed ; very little regard is had to the rules of ho- 
nourable hoftility, but every weapon is accounted 
lawful, and thofe that cannot make a thruft at life 
arc content to keep themfelves in play with petty, 
malevolence, to tcize with feeble blows And impon 
tent difturbance. 

But as the induftry of obfervatioji has divided the 
moll mifcellaneous and confufed aflemblages into 
proper claffes, and ranged the infefts of the fum-? 
mer, that torment us with their drones or ftings, by 
their leverar tribes; the perfecutors of merit, not- 
withftanding their numbers, may be likewife com- 
modioufly diftinguifhed into Roarers, Whifperers^ 
and Moderators. 

The Roarer is an enemy rather terrible than dan* 
gerous. He has no other qualification for a cham-? 
pion of controverfy than a hardened front and ftrong 
voice. Having fcldom fo much defire to confute as 
to filence, he depends rather upon vociferation than 
argument, and has very little care to adjuft one 
part of his accufation to another, to preferve de- 
cency in his language, or probability in his narra- 
tives. He has always a ftore of reproachful epi- 
thets and contemptuous appellations, ready to be 
produced as occafion may require, which by con- 
ftantufc he pours out with refiftlefs volubility. If 
the wealth of a trader is mentioned, he without he- 

Iitation 
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Station devotes him to bankruptcy ; if the beauty 
^nd elegance of a lady be commended, he wonders 
how the town can fall in love with ruftick deformity 5 
if a new performance of genius happens to be cele-^ 
brated, he pronounces the writer a hopelefs idiot, 
without Ifnowlcdge of books or life, and without the 
ynderftanding by which it muft be acquired. His 
exaggerations are generally without efFeft upon thofe 
whom he compels to hear them ; and though it will 
fpmctimes happen that the timorous are awed by his 
violence, and the credulous miftake his confidence 
foj- ^knowledge, yet the opinions which he endeavours 
tp fuppref^ fqon recover their former fti'ength, as the 
trees that bend to the tempeft ere£t themfelves again 
when its force is paft. 

The Whifpercr is more dangerous. He eafily 
gains attention by a foft addrefs, and excites eurio- 
-fity by an air of importance. As fecrets are not to 
be made cheap by promifcuous publication, he 
calls a.fcleft audience about him, and gratifies 
their vanity with an appearance of truft by com- 
municating his intelligence in a low voice. Gf the 
trader he can tell that though he feems to manage 
an extenfive commerce, and talks in high terms 
of the funds, yet his wealth is not equal to his re- 
putation J he has lately fufFered much by an expen- 
five project, and had a greater ihare than is acknow- 
ledged in the rich fhip that perifhed by the ftorm. 
Of the beauty he has little to fay, but that they who 
fee her in ajnorning do not difcover all thofe' graces 
which arc admired in the park. Of the writer he 
affirms with great certainty, that, though the excel* 
Icnce of the work be inconteftable, he can claim 

but 
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but a fmall part of the reputation ; that he owed 
moft of the images and fentiments to a fecret friend; 
and that the accuracy and equality of the ftyle wa^ 
produced by the fuccelfive corredion of the chief 
criticks of the age. 

As every one is pleafed with imagining that he 
knows fomething not yet commonly divulged, 
fecret hiftory cafily gains credit; but it is for the 
moft part believed only while it circulates in whif- 
pers; and when once it is openly .told, is openly 
confuted. 

The moft pernicious enemy is the man of Mo- 
deration. Without intereft in the queftion, or 
any nvotive but honeft curiofity, this impartial and 
zealous enquirer after truth is ready to hear either 
fide, and always difpofed to kind interpretations 
and favourable opinions. He hath heard the 
trader's affairs reported with great variation, and 
after a diligent comparifon of the evidence, con- 
cludes it probable that the fplendid fuperftrufture of 
bufinefs being originally built upon a narrow bafis,, 
has lately been found to totter j hut between dila- 
tory payment and bankruptcy there is a great dif- 
tance ; many merchants have fupported themfelvcs 
by expedients for a time, without any fijnal injury to 
their creditors -, and what is loft by one adventure; 
may be recovered by another. He believ^es that a 
young lady pleafed with admiration, and definous to 
make perfeft what is already excellent, may heighten 
her charms by artificial improvements, but furely 
moft of her beauties muft be genuine, and who can 
fay that he is wholly what he endeavours to appear ? 
The author he know* to be a man of diligence, who 
5 perhaps 
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perhaps does not fparkle with the fire of Horner^ but 
has the judgment to difcover his own deficiencies, 
and to fupply them by the help of others j and in 
his opinion npodefty is a quality fo amiable and rare, 
that it ought to find a patron wherever it appears, 
and may juftly be preferred by the publick fufFragc 
to petulant wit and oftentatious literature. 

He who thus difcovers failings with unwillingnefs, 
and extenuates the faults which cannot be denied, 
puts an end at once to doubt or vindication ; his 
hearers repofc upon his candour and veracity, and 
admit the charge without allowing the excufe. 

Such are the arts by which the envious^ the idle, 
the peevilh, and the thoughtlefs, obftruft that worth 
which they/:annot equal, and by artifices thus eafy, 
fordid, and deteftable, is induftry defeated, beauty 
blafted, and genius depreflcd. 
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Numb, 145, XuJESDAY, Augujl6y 1751, 

Nonfi priores Ma$mus tenet 
Sedes Homerus, Pindariae laten^f 
Qeaque W Alcai minaces 

Ste/cborique gra<ves Camaen^, HoR. 

What though the mufe her Homer thrones 

High above all the immortal quire i 
Nor Pindar^ s rapture fhe difowns, 

Nor hides the plaintive Ccean lyre : 
Alcaus ftrikes the tyrant's foul with drea4« 
Nor yet is grave Steficborus unread. Francu. 

IT is allowed that vocations and fixiploymcnts of 
leaft dignity are of tjie moft apparent ufe ; th^t 
the meaneft artifan or manufafturer contributes more 
to the acconnmodation of life, than the profound 
fcholar and argumentative theorift; and that the 
publick would fuffer lefs prefent inconvenience fron^ 
the banifhment of philofophers than fron^ the esftiijc-! 
tion of any common trade. 

Some have been fo forcibly ftruck with this obfer- 
vation, that they have, in the firft warmth of ^eir 
difcovery, thought it reafonable to alter the conimon 
difl:rib^tion of dignity, and ventured to condemn 
mankind of univerfal ingratitude, por jufticc ex- 
afts, that thofe by whom we are moft benefited Ihould 
be moft honoured. And what labour can be mor^ 
ufeful than that which procures to families and com- 
munities thofe neceffarics which fupply the wants of 
6 natur(^j 
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nature^ or thofe convenienciw by which cafe, fecu- 
rity, and elegance are conferred ? 

This is one of the innumerable theories which the 
firft attempt to reduce them into praftice certainly 
deftroys. If we eftimate dignity by immediate ufe- 
fulncfs, agriculture is undoubtedly the firft and nobleft 
fcience -, yet we fee the plow driven, the clod broken, 
the manure fpread, the feeds fcattered, and the harveft 
reaped, by men whom thofe that feed upon their in- 
duftry will never be perfuadcd to admit into tho 
feme rank with heroes, or with fages j and who, af- 
ter all the confeffions which truth may extort in fa- 
vour of their occupation, muft be content to fill up 
the loweft ^lafs of the commonwealth, to form the 
bafe of the pyramid of fubordination, and lie buried 
in obfcurity themfelves, while they fupport all that 
is fplendid, confpicuous, or exalted. 

It will be found upon a clofer infpedlion, that this 
part of the condud of mankind is by no means con- 
trary to reafon or equity. Remuneratory honours 
are proportioned at once to the ufefulnefs and diffi- 
culty of performances, and are properly adjufted by 
comparifon of the mental and corporeal abilities,, 
which they appear to employ. That work, how- 
ever neceflary, which is carried on only by mufcular 
ftrength and manual dexterity, is not of equal efteem,^ 
in the confideration of rational beings, with the tafks 
that exercife the intelleftual powers, and require the 
aftive vigour of imagination, or the gradual and la* 
borious inveftigations of reafon. 

The nierit of all, manual occupations feems to 
terminate in the inventor; and furcly the firft ages 
cannot be charged with ingratitude > fince thofe who 
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fcivilizcd barbarians, and taught them how to fecure 
themfclvcs from cold and hunger, were numbered 
amongft their deities* But thefe arts once difco- 
vered by philofophy, and facilitated by experience, 
are afterwards praftifed with very little affiftaftce 
from the faculties of the foul ; nor is any tiling nc- 
ceffary to the regular difcharge of thefc inferior, 
duties, beyond that rude obfcrvatidn which the nioft 
fluggifh intelledt may pradife, and that induftry 
ivhich the ftimulations of neceffity naturally enforce* 
Yet though the rcfufal of ftatucs artd panegyrick 
to thofe who employ only their hands and feet ih the 
fervice of mankind may be eafilyjuftified, I am far 
from intending to incite the petulance of pride, to 
juftify the fupercilioufnefs of grandeur, or to inter- 
cept any part of that tenderncfs and benevolence 
whicli by the privilege of their common nature one 
man may claim from another. 

That it would be neither wife nor equitable to dif- 
courage the huflbandman, the labourer, the miner, or 
the fmith, is generally granted ; but there is anpther 
race of beings equally obfcure and equally indigent, 
who, becaufe their ufefulnefs is lefs obvious to vul- 
gar apprehenfions, live unrewarded and die unpitied^ 
and who have been long expofed to infult without a 
defender, and to Cenfure without an apologift. 

The authors of London were formerly computed by 
Swift at fcveral thoufands, and there is not any rea- 
fon for fufpedting that their number has decreafed. 
Of thefe only a very few can be faid to produce, or 
endeavour to produce new ideas, to extend any prin- 
ciple pf fgience, or gratify the imagination with any 
uncommon train of image§ or contexture of events g 
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the rcftj however laborious, however arrogant, can 
only be confidered as the drudges of the pen, the 
xnanufadurers of literature, who have fet up for au- 
thors, cither .with or without a regular initiation, 
and, like other artificers, have no other care than to 
deliver their tale of wares at the ftated time. 

It has been formerly imagined/ that he who in- 
tends the entertainment or inftruftion of others, 
muft feel in himfelf fome peculiar impulfe of ge- 
nius j that he muft watch the happy minute in 
which his natural fire is excited, in which his mind 
is elevated with nobler fentiments, enlightened with 
clearer views, and invigorated with ftronger compre- 
henfion j that he muft carefully feleft his thoughts 
and polifh his exprelTions ; and animate his efforts 
with the hope of raifing a monument of learning, 
which neither time nor envy fhall be able to dc- 
ftroy. 

But the authors whom I am now endeavouring to 
recommend have been too long hackneyed in the ways 
of men to indulge the chimerical ambition of immor- 
tality i they have feldom any claim to the trade of 
writing, but that they have tried fome other without 
Aiccefs ; they perceive no particular fummons to 
compofition, except the found of the clock ; they 
have no other rule than the law or the falhion for 
admitting their thoughts or rejefting therfi j and 
about the opinion of pofterity they have little foli- 
citude, for their produftions are feldom intended to 
remain in the world longer than a week. 

That fuch authors are not to be rewarded with 
praifc is evident, fince nothing can be admired when 
it ceafes to cxift^ but furely though they cannot 
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afpire to honour, they may be exempted from igno^ 
miny, and adopted in that order of men which dc- 
ferves our kindnefs, though not our reverence. 
Thefe papers of the day, the Ephemera oi learnings 
have ufes more adequate to the purpofes of com- 
mon life than more pompous and durable volumes* 
If it is ncceffary for every man to be more acquaint- 
ed with his contemporaries than. with pad genera- 
tions, and to rather know the events which may 
immediately affcft his fortune- or quiet, than the 
revolutions of ancient kingdoms, in which he has 
neither poffeflions nor expcdtations«; if it be pleafing 
to hear of the preferment and difmiflion of ftatef- 
men, the birth of heirs, and the n\arriage of beau- 
ties, the humble author of journals and gazettes 
muft be confidered as a liberal difpenfer of benefi- 
cial knowledge. 

Even the abridger, corhpiler, and tranflator, though 
their labours cannot be ranked with thofe of the diur- 
nal hiftoriographer, yet muft not be rafhly doomed to 
annihilation. Every fize of readers requires a genius 
of cprrefpondent capacity ; fome delight in abftrafts 
and epitomes, becaufe they want room in their me-» 
mory for long details, and content themfelves with 
efFefts, without enquiry after caufes 5 fome minds are 
overpowered by fplendor of fentiment, as fome eyes 
are offended by a glaring light; fuch will gladly 
contemplate an author in an humble imitation, as 
we look without pain upon the fun in the water. 

As every writer has his ufe, every writer ought to 
have his patronis i and fince no man, however high 
he may now ftand, can be certain that he Ihall not 
be foon thrown down from his elevation by criticifm 
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or caprice^ the common intercft of learning requires 
that her fons fliould ceafe from inteftine hoftilities, 
arid inileid of facrificing each other to malice and 
contempt, endeavour to avert perfccutipn from the 
meaneft of their fraternity i 



NOMB. 146. Saturday, -^//^^ to, i*js^* 

Sunt illU duo, ti^ejkje^ qUi re*t)ol*vaHt 
Nofirarum tineas ineptiarwh : 
Sed cum fpOHfa^ fidii^eqke laff'^ 
^ De fcorpo funint et tHcttato. Mart* 

*Tis poilible that one or two 

Thefe fooleries of mine may view ; 

But then the bettings muft be o*erj 

Nor Grab or CbiUirs talk'd of more. • F; Lfewii. 

NONE pf the projefts or defigns which exer- 
cife the mind of man are equally fubjedt to 
obftruftions and difappointments with the purfuit of 
fame. Riches cannot eafily be denied to them who 
have fomething of greater value to offer in ejtchange; 
he whofe fortune is endangered by litigation, will 
not refufe to augment the wealth of the lawyers he 
whofe days are darkened by languor, or whofe nerves 
are excruciated by pain, is compelled to pay tribute 
to the fcience of healing. But praife may be al- 
wayis omitted without inconvenience. When once 
a man has made celebrity neceffary to his happinefs, 
he has put it in the power of the weakeft and^ moft 
timorousTnalignity, if not to take away his fatisfac- 
VoL. VII. D tion. 
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tioh, at leilt to withhold it^ His enemies may in- 
dulge their pride by airy negligence, and gratify 
their malice by quiet neutrality. They that could 
never have injured a charafter by inve^ites, may 
combine to annihilate it byfilencei as the women 
of Rome threatened to put an end to conqtieft and 
dominion, by fupplying no children to the common- 
wealth. 

When a writer has with long toil prodiaced a work 
intended to burft upon mankind with unexpefted 
luftrc, and withdraw the attention of the learned 
world from every other controverfy or enquiry, he 
is feldom contented to wait long withqut the enjoy -^ 
ment of his new praifes. With an imagination full of 
his own importance^ he walks out like a monarch in 
difguife, to learn the various opinions of bis readers. 
Prepared to feaft upon admiration j compofed to en- 
counter cenfures without emotion > and determined 
not to fufFer his quiet to be injured by a fenfibility 
too exquifite of praife or blame, but to laugh with 
equal contempt at vain objeftions and injudicious 
commendations, he enters the places of mingled con- 
verfation, fits down to his tea in an. obfcurc corner, 
and while he appears to examine a file of antiquated 
journals, catches the converfation of the whole room. 
He liftens, but hears no mention of his book, and 
therefore fuppofes that he has difappointed his curi- 
ofity by delay j and that as men of learning would 
naturally begin their converfation with fuch a won-* 
derful novelty, they had digrefled to other fubje&s 
before his arrival. The company dilperfes, and their 
places are fupplied by others equally ignorant, or • 
equally carelefs* The fame expcJ^lation hurries -hina 
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to another place, from i^hich the ftme difippoint- 
mcnt drives him fddn away. His impatience then 
grows violent and tumultuous ) he ranges over the 
tdwn with reftlefs curioficjr, and hears in one quarter 
of a cricket-match> in another of a pick-pocket; is 
told by fbme of an unexpeded bankruptcy; by others 
vf a turtle feaft ; is fometimes provoked by impor- 
tunate enquiries after the white bear, and fometidfies 
with praifcs of the dancing dog; he is afterwards 
entreated to give his judgment upon a wager about 
the height of the Monument ; invited to fee a foot- 
race in the adjacent villages; defired to read a lu- 
dicrous advertifemcnt; or confulted about the moft 
efFcftual method of making enquiry after a favourite 
cat. The whole world is bufied in affairs, which 
he thinks below thd notice of reafonable creatures, 
and which are neverthclefs fufficient to withdraw all 
regard from his labours and his merits. 

He refolves at laft to violate his own pfiodefty, and 
to recall the talkers from their folly by an enquiry 
after himfelf. fie finds every one provided with 
an anfwer; one has feen the work advertifcd, but 
never met with any that had read it ; another has 
been fo often. impofed upon by fpecious titles, that 
he never buys a book till its character is eftablifhed ; 
a third wonders what any man Can hope to produce 
after fo many writers of greater eminence; the next 
has enquired after the author, but can hear no ac- 
count of him, and therefore fufpefts the name to h6 
fiftitious ; and another knows him to be a man con- 
demned by indigence to write tOjp frequently what 
hfi does not underftartd, ^' • 

D c0' Many 
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Many iaire the confolatfons with which the unhappy 
author endeavours to allay his ve>:ation, and fortify 
his patience. He has written with too little indul- 
gence to the underftanding of common readers j he 
has fallen upon an age in which folid knowledge^ 
and delicate refinement, have given Way to low mer- 
riment, and idle buffoonery, and therefore no writer 
can hope for diftindion, who has any higher pur- 
pofe than to raife laughter. He finds^ that his ene- 
mies, fuch as fuperiority will always raife, have 
been induftrious, while his performance was in the 
prcfs, to vilify and blaft it ^ and that the bookfeller, 
whom he had refolved to enrich, has rivals that ob- 
ftruftlhe circulation of his copies. He at laft re- 
pofes upon the confideration, that the nobleft works 
of learning and genius have always made their way 
flowly againft ignorance and prejudice ; and that re- 
putation, which is never to be loft, muft be gradual- 
ly obtained, as animals of longeft life are obfervcd 
not foon to attain their full ftature and ftrength. 

By fuch arts of voluntary delufion does every man 
endeavour to conceal his own unimportance from 
himfelf. It is long before we are convinced of the 
fmall proportion which every individual bears to the 
coUedlive body of mankind ; or learn how few can 
be interefted in the fortune of any fingle man i how 
little vacancy is left in the world for any new objedt 
of attention ; to how fmall extent the brighteft blaze 
pf merit can be fpread amidft the mift§ of bufinefs 
and of folly ; and how foon it is clouded by the in- 
tervention of other novelties. Not only the writer 
of books, but the commander of armies, and the 
deliverer of nations, will cafily outlive all noify and 
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popular reputation : he m^y be celebrated for a 
time by the publick voice, but his aftions and hiy 
name will foon be confidercd as remote and unaffeft- 
ing, and be rarely mentioned buf by thofe whoft aU 
liance gives them fomc vanity to gratify by frecjuent 
commemoration . 

It feems not to be fufficiently confidered how little 
reqown can be admitted in the world. Mankind arc 
kept perpetually bufy by their fears or defires, and 
have not more leifure from their own affairs, than to 
acquaint themfelves with the accidents of the cur- 
rent day. Engaged in contriving fome refuge from 
calamity, or in fhortening the way to fome new 
poflelfion, they feldom fufFer their thoughts to wander 
to the paft or future; none but a few folitary ftudents 
have leifure to enquire into the claims of ancient 
heroes or fages ; and names which hoped to range 
over kingdoms and continents (brink at lad into 
clpifters or colleges. 

Nor is it certain, that even of thcfe dark and nar-t 
row habitations, thefe laft retreats of fame, the pof- 
feflTion will be long kept. Qf men devoted to litera* 
turc very few extend their views beyond fomc par- 
ticular Science, and thp greater part feldom enquire, 
even in their own p^;ofcflion, fpr any authors but 
thofe whom the prefent mode of ftudy happens to 
force upon their notice ; they defire not to fill their 
minds with unfafhionable knowledge, but contented- 
ly refign to oblivion thofe books which they povf fin4 
fcnfured or neglefted. 

The hope of fame is neceffarily coanefted with 
fuch confiderations as mufl abate tb^ ardor of con- 
l^dcncCji aii4 rcprcfs the vigour of purfuit* Who- 
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ever claims, renown from any kind of excellence, 
cxpefts to fill the place which is now poflTeflcd by 
another^ for there arc already names of every claf^ 
fufficient to employ all that will defirc to remember 
them J and furcly he that is pufhing his prcdeceffo^s 
into the gulph of obfcurity, cannot but fometimeij 
fufpcft, that he muft himfelf fink in like manner, 
and as he (lands upon the fame precipice, be fwepc 
away with the fame violence, 

. It fometimes happens, thjit fame begins when lifip 
is at an end j but far the greater number of candi- 
dates for applaufe have owed their reception in th? 
world to fpme favourable cafualties, and have there- 
fore immediately funk into negleft, when death 
ftripped them of their cafual influence, and neither 
fortune nor patronage operated in their favour. 
Among thofe who have better claims to regard^, the 
hpnoyr paid to their nriemory is commonly proporr 
tionate to the reputation which they enjoyed in their 
Jives, though ftili growing fainter, as it is ftt a greater 
diftancc from the firft emiffionj and fince it i§ fo 
difficult to obtain the notice of contemporaries, how 
little is it to be hoped from futiu-c times ? What c^n 
merit cflfeft by its own force, when the help of arfi 
or friendlhip can fcarc^ly fupport it ? 
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NuMBp 147. Tuesday, Augujl 13, 175U . 

7« 'nihil invito, di^es fa cie/ve Min erv4' ,2 H o R # 

— • — You are of too quick a fight, 

Not to difcera which way your talent li^s, ' Ro s c o m M Q $. 



To the RAMBLER. 

S I R, 

AS little things grow great by continual accu- 
mulation, I hope you will not think the dig- 
nity of your charafter impaired by an account of a 
ludicrous perfecution, which, though it produces no 
fccnes of horror or pf ruin, yet, by inceffant ioi-r 
portunity of vexation, wears away my happinefs, 
and confumes thofe years which n4ture feenis par- 
ticularly tp have ^ffign.ed to cheerfqlnefs, in filen^ 
anxiety and hqlplefs refcntnientl 

I ^m the eldeft fon of a gentlem2^n> who having 
inherited a large eftate from his j^nceftors, and feel- 
ing no defirc either tq increafc or leffen^it, has from 
the time of his rn^rriage generally reftded at bis own 
feat ; wherej) by dividing his time anion^ the duties 
of a father, a maftef, and a msigiftr^itc, the f^O^T of 
liter^tyre, and the offices pf civility, he finds jpean$ 
to rid himfelf of the day, without any of thofc 
amufements, which all thpfe with whom my r^fidence 
jn thi^ place has made me acquainted, think necef^ 
fij^ry to lighten the burthen of C3j;iftencc, . 
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When my age made me capable of inftruftion, my 
father prevailed upon ''a gentleman, long known at 
Oxford for the extent of his leaf riing and purity of 
his manners, to undertake my education. The rc-r 
^ard with which J faw him treated difpofed qie tq 
conficjer his inftruftions as important, and I there- 
fore foon formed a habit of attention, by which I 
made very quick advances in diflFerenl kinds of learnt 
ing, and heard, perhaps too often, very flattering 
comparifons qf nfiy own pro^ciency with that of 
others, either lefs docile by nature, or lef§ happily 
forwarded by ipftruftipn. I was carcflfed by all that 
exchanged yifits with my father; and as young q^en 
are wiph little difficulty taught to judge favourably of 
themfelves, began to think that clofe application 
was po longer ncccflary, and that the time was now 
come when I was at liberty to read only for amufc- 
ment^ and was to receive the re^ar^ of my fatigues 
in praife and adnfiiration. 

While I was thus banqueting upqn my own per- 
fections, and longing in fecret to efcape from tutor- 
^ge^ my father's brother came from London to pafs 
;a fqmrner at his native place. A lucrative employ- 
ment which be poflcflTed, and a fondnefs for the coh- 
verfation and diverfions of the gay part of mankind, 
had fo long kept \(\m, from rural excurfions, that \ 
Jiad never feen him fipc? my infancy. My curiofity 
was therefore ftrongly excited by the hopeofobferv- 
ing a character more nearly, which I had hitherto re-» 
verenced only, at a diftanceJ 

From all private and intimate cqnverfation I was 
long withheld by the perpetual . confluence of 
vifit^nt?, wi|h -^hom the firft news of my uncle's 
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arrival crowded the houfe ; but wa3 amply recom- 
penfed by feeing an exa6t and pqnftilious praftice 
of the arts of a coprtier, in all the ftratagems of en- 
dearment, the gradations of refpeft, and variations 
of courtefy. I rcipafked \y}th what jwftice of diftri* 
bution he divided his tsUk to a wide circle; with 
what adcjrefs h,c offered to every man an qccafion of 
indulging fpmp fayouritg tppjck, qr difplaying fomc 
particular attainrpent J the judgment with which he 
regulated his enquiries after the 2^bfcnt ; apd thte c^rc 
with which he fhewed all the cornpanipns of his early 
years how ftrongly they were infixed in l^is memory, 
Ijy the mention of paft incidents, ^nd thp recital of 
puerile kjndnefles, dangers, and frolicks^ I foon 
difcqveff 4 ^hat he poffcfTed fome fcienceof gr^ciouf? 
Opfs and ^ttradtion which books had not taught, an4 
of which neither I nor my father had any knowledge j 
that he had the power of obliging thofe whom he did 
not benefit 5 that he difFufed, upon his curfory be* 
haviour and moft trifling aft ions, a glofs of foftnefs 
and ^elicacy by which every one was dazzled ; and 
that by fome occulf n^ethod of captivatiqn, l^e ani- 
mated the timorouS| foftencd the fupercilious, and 
Qpened the referved. I could not but repine at the 
jnelegance of my own nrianners which left me no 
hopes but not to oflfend, and ^t the inefficacy of ruf^ 
tick benevolence which gained no friends but by real 
fervice* 

My uncle fa^ di^ veneration with whjch I caughf 
every accent of hi jVpice, and watched every motion 
of his hand; and the awkward diligence with y^high 
L endeayo\ired to imitate his embrace of fohdnefs, 
^x\d his |)ow of rcfpei^. K[e was, like others, eafily 
> flattered 
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flattered by an imitator by whom he could not fear 
ever to be rivalled, and repaid my affiduities with 
complirtients and profeflions. Our fondnefs was fo 
increafed by a mutual endeavour to pleafe each other, 
that when he returned to London^ he declared himfclf 
unable to leave a nephew fo amiable and fo accom* 
plifhed behind hitti j and obtained my father's per- 
miflion to enjoy my company fqr a few months, by a 
promife to initiate me in the arts of politenefs, and 
introduce me into publick life. 

The courtier had little inclination to fatigue, and 
therefore, by travelling very flowly, afforded me 
time for more loofe and familiar converfation ; but 
I foop found, that by a few enquiries which he was 
not well prepared to fatisfy, I had made him weary 
of his young companion. His element was a mixed 
gfTembly, where ceremony and healths, compliments 
and common topicks, kept the tongue employ-ed with 
very little affiftance from memory or refles^ion j but 
in the chariot, where he was neceffitated to fupport a 
regular tenour of converfation, withqut any relief 
from a new comer, or any power of ftarting into gay 
digreffions, or deftroying argument by ^ jeft, he foon 
difcovered that poverty of ideas which had been hi- 
therto concealed under the tinfel of politenefs, Thip 
firft day he entertained me with the novelties and 
wonders with which I fhould be aftonifhed at my en- 
trance into London, and cautioned me with apparent 
admiration of his own wifdom againft the arts by 
which rufticity is frequently deluded. The fame de- 
tail and the fame advice he would have repeated on 
the fecorid day $ but as I every moment diverted the 
difcourfc to the hiftory qf the tpwns \?y which we 
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pafled, or fome other fubjeft of learning or of reafon, 
he fgon loft his vivacity, grew peevilh and filent, 
wrapped his cloke about him, compofed himfelf to 
(lumber, and referved his gaiety for fitter auditors- 

At length I entered Ztondon, and. my uncle was re? 
inftated in his fuperiority. He awaked at once to 
loquacity as foon as our wheels rattled on the pajve- 
ment, and told me the nanru? pf eyery ftreet as^w^ 
croffcd it, and owner of every hovfe aj we paffed by* 
He prefented me tp my aunt, a lady of great emi- 
nence for the number of her acquaintances, and 
fpjcndor of her affemblies, and either in kindnefs or 
revenge confulted with her, in my prefence, how I 
might b^ moft advantagepufly drefled for my firft 
appearance, and moft expeditioufly difcn cumbered 
from my villatick baflifulnefs. My indignation at 
familiarity thus contemptuous flulhed in my face'i 
they miftook anger for Ihame, and alternately ex- 
erted their eloquence upon the benefits of publick 
education, and the happinefs of an aflurance early 
acquired. 

Affurance is indeed the only qualification to which 
they feem to have annexed m^rit, and aflfurance 
therefore is perpetually recommended to me as the 
fupply of every defeft, and the ornament of every 
excellence. I never fit filent in company when fe- 
cret hiftory is circulating, but I am reproached for 
want of aflurance. If I fail to return the ftated an- 
fwer to a compliment; if I am difconcerted by un- 
expefted raillery j if I blufh when I am difcovered 
gazing on a beauty,* or hefitate when I find myfelf 
cmbarraflcd in an argument j if I am unwilling to 
talk of what I 4o not underftand| or timorous in un- 
dertaking 
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dcrtaking offices which I cannot gracefully perform 1 
if I fofFcr a more lively tatler to recount the ca- 
fualties of a game, or a nimbler fop to pick up a 
fan, I am cenfured betwefen pity and contempt, as a 
wretch doomed to grovel in obfcurity for want of 
aflbrance. 

I have found niany young perfo^is harafled in the 
fame manner, by thofe to whom age has given 
nothing but the aflurance which they recommend j 
and therefore cannot but think it ufeful to inform 
them, that cowardice and delicacy are not to be 
confounded ; and that he whofe ftupidity iias araiecj 
him againft the fhafts of ridicule, will always aft and 
fpeak with greater audacity, than they whofe fenfi- 
bility reprefles their ardor, and who dare never le( 
their confidence outgrow their abilities. 
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NtJMB. 148, Saturday, Augujl 17, 1751. 

Mt pater f avis oneret catenis 
^od i/iro clemens mifero pepercif 
Me vel extremis Numidarum in oris 

Clajfe releget, Hor.* 

Me let my fatliei' load with chains. 
Or banifh to Numidit^^ fartheft plains ! 
"^ My crime, that I a lo^kl wife, 

In kind compafHon ipar'd my hufband's lift. Francis* 

POLITICIANS remark, that no oppreffion 
is fo heavy or lading as that which is infliftcd 
by the pcrverfion and exorbitance of legal authority. 
The robber may be feized, and the invader repelled, 
whenever they are found 5 they who pretend no right 
but that of force, may by force be punifhed or fup- 
prefTed. But when plunder bears the name of im* 
poft, and murder is perpetrated by a judicial fen- 
tcnce, fortitude is intimidated, and wifdom con- 
founded i refiftance fhrinks from an alliance with re- 
bellion, and the villain remains fccure in the robes 
oFthc magiftrate. 

Equally dangerous and equally deteflable are the 
cruelties often exercifed in private families, under 
the venerable fanftion of parental authority; the 
power which we are taught t6 honour from the ^ft 
moments of reafon ; which is guarded from iniult 
and violation by all that can imprcfs awe upon the 
mind of man j and which therefore may wanton in 
cruelty without controul, and trample the bounds of 

right 
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right with innumerable tranfgreffions, before duty 
and piety will dare to feek redrefs, or think them-^ 
fclves at liberty to recur to any other means of deli- 
verance than fupplications by which infalence is elat* 
cd, and tears by which cruelty is gratified. ' 

It was for a long time imagined by the Romans^ 
that no fon could be the murderer of his father i and 
they had therefore no punilhment appropriated to 
parricide. They feem likewife to have believed with 
equal confidence, that no father could be cruel to 
his child j and therefore they allowed every man the 
fupreme judicature in his own houfe, and put the 
lives of his offspring into his hands. But experi- 
ence informed them by degrees, that they determined 
too haftily in favour Qf human nature 5 they found 
that inftinft and habit were not able to contend with 
avarice or malice ; that the neareft relation might be 
violated ; and that power, to whomfoever intrufted, 
might be ill employed • They were therefore obliged 
to fupply and to change their inftitutions ; to deter 
the parricide by a new law, and to transfer capital 
punifhments from the parent to the magiftrate. 

There are indeed many houfes which it is impof- 
fible to enter familiarly, without difcovering that pa-- 
rents are by no means exempt from* the intoxications 
of dominion i and that he who is in no danger of hear- 
ing remonftranccs but from his own confcienccy will 
feldom be long without the art of controlling his con- 
viftions, and modifying juftice by his own will. 

If in any fituation the heart were inacceflible to 
malignity, it might be fuppofed to be fufficiently fe- 
cured by parental relation. To have voluntarily 
become to any being the occafion of its cxiftcnce, 

produces 
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produces an obligation to make that cxiftehce happy. 
To fee helplefs infancy.ft^^Eltching out her hands, and 
pouring out her cties in tcftimony of dependence, 
without any powers to alarm jealoufy, or any guilt to 
alienate affedkion, muft furely awaken tenderncfs in 
every human mind 5 and tendernefs onCe excited will 
be hourly increafed by the natural contagion of fe- 
licity, by the repercuflion of communicated pleafure, 
by th€ confcioufnefs of the dignity o{ benefa6tion# 
I believe no generous or benevolent man can fee tl^e 
vilcft animal courting his regard, and ftirinking at 
his an^r, playing his gambols of delight before 
him, calling on him in diftrefs, and flying to him in 
danger, without tnore kindnefs than he can perfuade 
himfelf to feel for the wild and unfocial inhabitants 
of the air and water. We naturally endear to our- 
felvcs thofc to whom we impart any kind of pleafure, 
becaufe we imagine their afFedion and efteem fecured 
to us by the benefits which they receive. 

There is indeed another method by which the 
pride of fuperiority ii^ay be likewife gratified. He 
that has cxtinguifhed all the fenfations of humanity, 
and has no longer any fatisfaftion in the reflefti^n 
that he is loved as the diftributor of happinefs, may 
pleafe himfelf with exciting terror as the irifliftor of 
pain: he may delight his folitudewith contemplating 
the extent of his power and the force of his com- 
mands, in imagining the defires that flutter on the 
tongue which is forbidden to utt^r them, or the dif- 
content which preys on the heart in which fear con- 
fines it : he may amufe himfelf with new contri- 
vances of deteftion, multiplications of prohibition, 
and varieties of punilhmcnt ; ,and fwell with exulta- 
5 V tion 
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tion when he confiders how little of the homage that 
he receives he owes to choice. 

That princes of this charafter ha^^e bften known^ 
the hiftory of all abfolute kingdontYs will inform us j 
and fince, as Ariftotle obferves, »J o^xoi^o/Aixu' ff>ov»gx^»f 
the government of a family is naturally monarchical y it 
is like other rtionarchies too often arbitrarily admini- 
ftered; The regal and parental tyrant differ only in 
the extent of their dominions, and the number of 
their flavS^. The fame paffions catife the fame mi- 
feries ; except that feldom any prince, however de- 
fpotick, has fo fir fhaken off all awe of the publick 
cyei as to venture upon thofe freaks of injuftice, 
which are fometimes indulged under the fecrecy a{ a 
private dwelling. Capricious injunftions, partial 
decifions, unequal dlotments, diftributions of re- 
ward not by merit but by fancy, and punifliments 
regulated not by the degree of the offence,- but by 
the hunibur of the judge, are too frequent where no 
polvet is known but that of a father. 

That he delights in the mifery of others no man 
will confefs^ and yet what other motive can make a 
father cruel ? The king may be inftigated by one 
man to thedeftrudtionof ahother; he may fometimes 
think himfelf endangered by the virtues of a fubjeft ; 
he may dread the fuccefsful general or the popular 
orator j his avarice may point out golden confifca- 
tions ; and his guilt may whifper that he can only be 
fecure by cutting off all power of revenge. 

But what can a parent hope from the oppreflion of 
thofe who were born to his ptoteftion, of thofe who 
can difturb him with no <Jompetition, who can en- 
rich him with no fpoils ? Why cowards are cruel 

may^ 
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may be eafily difcovered ; but for what rcafon, not 
more infamous than cowardice, can that man delight 
in opprcflipn who has nothing to fear ? 

The unjuftifiable feverityof a parent is loaded with 
this aggravation^ that thofe whom he injures are al- 
ways in his fight. The injufticcof a prince is often 
cxerciied upon thofe of whom he never had any per- 
fonal or particular knowledge; and the fentence 
which he pronounces, whether of banifliment, im- 
prifonment, or death, removes from his view the 
man whom he condemns. But the domeftick op- 
preflbr dooms himfelf to gaze upon thofe faces which 
he clouds with terror and with forrow ; and beholds 
every moment the efFcdts of his own barbarities. He 
that can bear to give continual pain to thofe who fur- 
round him, and can walk with fatisfa6lion in the 
gloom of his own prefence ; he that can fee fubmif- 
five mifery without relenting, and meet without emo- 
tion the eye that implores mercy, or demands jufticc, 
will fcarcely be amended by remonftrance or admo- 
nition ; he has found means of (lopping the avenues 
of tendernefs, and arming his heart againft the force 
ofreafon. 

Even though no confideration (hould be paid to 
the great law of focial beings, by which every indi- 
vidual is commanded to confult the happinefs of 
others, yet the harfh parent is lefs to be vindicated 
than any other criminal, becaufe he lefs provides for 
the happinefs of himfelf. Every man, however little 
he loves others, would willingly be loved; every 
man hopes to live long, and therefore hopes for that 
time at which he fhall fink back to imbecility, and 
muft depend for eafe and cheerfulnefs upon the offi- 

Vol. VII. E cigufncfs 
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cioufnefs of others. But how has he obviated the 
inconvenience^ of old age, who alienates from him 
*the affiftance of hfs children* and whofebed muft be 
iurroonded in his laft hpurs, in the hours of languor 
and dejcftion, of impatience and of pain, by ftrangers 
%0 whom his life is indifferent, or by enemies to 
whom his death is defirable ? 

Piety will indeed in good minds overcome pro- 
vocation, and thofe who have been haraffed by bru- 
tality will forget the injuries which they have fufFer-* 
cd, fo far as to perform the laft duties with alacrity 
and zeal. But furely no refentment can be equally 
painful with kindoefs thus undeferved, nor can fe- 
verer puniihment be imprecated upon a man not 
wholly loft in meannefs and ftupidity, than, through 
the tedioufnefs of decrepitude, to be reproached by 
the kindnefs of his own children* to receive not the 
tribute but the alms of attendance, and to owe every 
relief of his miferics, not to gratitude but to mercy* 
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Numb. 149. Tuesday, Augujl 20, 1751. 

^od non Jit Pylades hoc tempore ^ non fit Orefies 

Miran's ? Pylades^ Marce^ bihehat idem. 
Nee melior panis^ turdu/ve dahatur Qrefii : 

Sed par, atque eadem cana duohus erat. 



Te Cadmaa Tyros , me pinguis Gallia 'vejlit : 

Vis te purpurewn, Marce, fagatus amem ? 
Vt prajiem Pyladen, aliquis mibi praftet Orefttm : 

Hoc non fit verbis : Maree, ut amerisy ama* 

You wonder now that no man fees 

Such friends as thofe of ancient Greece^ 

Here lay the point— Orefies* meat 

Was juft the fame his friend did eat ; 

Nor can it yet be found, his wine 

Was better, Pylades^ than thine. 

In home-fpun ruflet I am dreft. 

Your cloth is always of the beft ; 

But, honeft Marcus^ if you pleafe 

To chufe me for your Pylades ^ 

Remember, words alone are vain ; 

Love if you wou'd be lov'd again. F. Lsvii* 

"To the RAMBLER, 

SIR, 

NO depravity of the mind has been more fre- 
quently or juftly cenfured than ingratitude. 
There is indeed fufficient reafon for looking on 
thofe that can return evil for goodj, and repay kipd- 
nefs and afliltance with hatred or negied, as corrupt-^ 
ed beyond the common degrees of wickednefs \ nor 
will he^ who has once been clearly detected in ad:« 
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of injury to his bencfafbor, deferve to be numbered 
2imong focial beings ; he has endeavoured to deftroy 
confidence, to intercept fympathy, and to turn every 
man's attention wholly on himfelf. 

There is always danger left the honcft abhbrrence 
of a crime (hould raife the paflions with too much 
violence againft the man to whom it is imputed. In 
proportion as guilt is more enormous, it ought to be 
afcertained by ftronger evidence. The charge againft 
ingratitude is very general ; almoft every man can tell 
what favours he has conferred upon infenfvbility, and 
how much happinefs he has beftowed without return; 
but perhaps, if thefe patrons and protectors were 
confronted with any whom they boaft of having be- 
friended, it would often appear that th'ey confulted 
only their pleafure or vanity, and repaid themfelves 
their petty donatives by gratifications of infolence 
and indulgence of contempt. 

It has happened that much of my time has been 
paflcd in a dependent ftate, and confequently I have 
received many favours in the opinion of thofe at whofe 
expence I have been maintained ^ yet I do not feel in 
my heart any burning gratitude or tumultuous affec^ 
tion ; and, as I would not willingly fuppofe myfelf 
lefs fqfceptible of virtuous paflions than the reft of 
mankind, I fhall lay the hiftory of my life before 
you, that you may, by your judgment of my conduft, 
either reform or confirm my prefent fentiments. 

My father was the feeond fon of a very ancient and 
wealthy family. He married a lady of equal birth, 
whofe fortune, joined to his own, might have fup- 
ported his pofterity in honour j but being gay and 
ambitious^! he prevailed pn his friends to procure hin^ 
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ei poll, which gave him an opt>0]'tunity df difplaying 
his elegance and politenefs. My mother was equally 
pleafed with fplendor^ and equally carelefs of ex- 
pence i they both juftified their profufion to thcm-^ 
felves, by endeavouring to believe it neccfiary to the 
extenfion of their acquaintance, and improvement of 
their intereft i and whenever any place became va- 
cant, they expe^ed to be repaid » In the midft of 
thefe hopes my father was fnatched away by an apo- 
plexy i and my mother, who had no pleafure but in 
drefs, equipage, afiemblies, and compliments, find- 
ing that ihe could live no longer in her accuftomed 
rank, funk into dejefkion, and in two years wore out 
her life with envy and difcontcnt. 

I was fent with a fifter> one year younger than my-«* 
felf, to the elder brother of my father. We were not 
yet capable of obferving how much fortune inftu** 
ences afFe6lion, but flattered ourfelves on the road 
with the tendernefs and regard with which we fhould 
be treated by our uncle. Our reception was rather 
frigid than malignant j we were introduced to our 
young coufins, and for the firft month more fre- 
quently confoled than upbraided; but in a ihort 
time we found our prattle reprefled, our drefs ne- 
gledfced, our endearments unregarded, and our re- 
quefts referred to the houfekeeper. 

The forms of decency were now violated, and every 
day produced new infults. We were foon brought 
to the nepefllty of receding from our imagined equa* 
lity with our coufins, to whom we funk into humble 
companions without choice or influence, expected 
only to echo their opinions, facili^tq their defircs, 
and accompany their rambles. 1% lifti unfortunate 
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that our early introduftion into polite company, and 
habitual knowledge of the arts of civility, had given 
tw fuch an appearance of fnperiority to the awkward 
balhfulnefs of our relations, as naturally drew re- 
fpcft and preference from every ftranger; and my 
aunt was forced to affert the dignity of her own 
children while they were fculking in corners for fear 
of notice, and hanging down their heads in filent 
confufion, by relating the indifcretion of our father, 
difplaying her own kindnefs, lamenting the mifery of 
birth without eftate, and declaring her anxiety for 
bur future provifion, and the expedients which Ihe 
had formed to fecurc us from thofe follies or crimes, 
to which the conjunction of pride and want often 
-gives occafion. In a (hort time care was taken to 
prevent fuch vexatious miftakes j we were told, that 
fine clothes would only fill our heads with falfe ex- 
peftatiqns, and pur drefs was therefore accommo^- 
dated to our fortune. 

Childhood is not eafily dejedted or mortified. Wc 
felt no lading pain from infolence or negleft j but 
finding that we were favoured and commended by all 
^hofe intereft did not prompt* them to difcounte- 
•nance us, preferved our vivacity and fpirit to years 
t)f greater fenfibility. It then became irkfome and 
difgufting to live without any principle of adion but 
the will of another, and we often met privately in 
the garden to lament our condition, and to cafe our 
hearts with mutual narratives of caprice, pecvifti- 
nefs, and affront. 

There are innumerable modes of infult and tokens 
of coritempf, for which it is not eafy to find a name, 
%hichvati^lh'<0 nothing in an attempt to defcribe 
^* - - them> 
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them, and yet may, by continual repetition, ihakc 
day pafs after day in forrow and in ferrpr. Pfaraic« 
of curfory compliment and eftablifhedfulutation may, 
by a different modulation of the voice, or c^ of tbo 
countenance, convey contrary mc^n^ng), and bo 
changed from indications of refpe^i: to expteflionj 
of fcorn. The dependant who cultivates delicacy in 
himfelf very little confults his own tranquillity. My 
ynhappy vigilance is every moment difcovering fonac 
petulance of accent, or arrogance of mien, fome ve- 
hemence of interrogation, or quicknefs of reply^ that 
recalls my poverty to my mind, and which I feel 
more acutely as I know not how to refent it. 

You are not however to imagine, that J think iXiy^ 
felf difcharged from the duties of gratitude, only be*?* 
caufe my relations do not adjuft their looks, or tunc 
their voices to my expeftation. The infolencc of 
benefaftion terminates not in negative rudenefs or 
obliquities of infult. I am often told in exprefs term$ 
of the. miferies from wfiich charity has fnatched me, 
while multitudes are fuffered by relations equally near 
to devolve upon the pariih i and have more than once 
heard it numbered among other favours, that I am 
admitted to the fame table with my coufins. 

That I fit at the firft table T mufl: acknowledge, 
but I fit there only that I may feel the ftings of in- 
feriority. My enquiries are negleded, my opinion 
is overborn, my affertions are controverted j and as 
infolence always propagates itfelf, the fervants over- 
look me, in imitation of their matter j if I call mo- 
dcftly, I am not heard; if loudly, my ufurpation of 
authority is checked by a general ffown. I am often 
obliged to look uninvilQd upon delicacies, and fomc- 
times defired to rife upon very flight pretences. 

E 4' Thp 
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The incivilities to which I am cxpofed would give? 
me lefs painj were they not aggravated by the tears* 
of my fiftcr, whom the young ladies are hourly tor- 
menting with every art of feminine pcrfecution. As 
it is faid of the fupreme magiftrate of Venice^ that he 
li a prince in one place and a flave in another, my 
fifter is a fervant to her coufms in their apartments, 
and a companion only at the table. Her wit and 
beauty draw fo much regard away from them, that 
they never fufFer her to appear with them in any place 
where they foKcit notice, or expeft admiration ; and 
when they are vifited by neighbouring ladies, and 
pafs their hours in domeftick amufements, Ihe is 
fometimes called to fill a vacancy, infulted with 
contemptuous freedoms, and difmiffed to her needle 
when her place is fupplied. The heir has of late, 
by the inftigation of his fitters, begun to harafs her 
with clownilh jocularity j he fcems inclined to make 
his firft rude eflays of waggery upon hers and by 
the connivance, if not encouragement of his father, 
treats her with fuch licentious brutality, as I cannot 
bear, though I cannot punifh it. 

I beg to be informed, Mr. Rambler, how much 
we can be fuppofed to owe to beneficence, exerted.ori 
ternds like thefe ? to beneficence which pollutes its 
gifts with contumely, and may be truly faid to pander 
to pride ? I would willingly be told, whether info- 
lence does not reward its own liberalities, and whe- 
ther he that exafts fervility can with juftice at the 
fame time expeft afFeftion ? 

'/ I am, SIR, &c. 

HYPERDULUS. 
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Numb. 150. Saturday, Jh^u^ 24, 175 1. 

O munera nondum 
IntelUSia Deum I LucAN. 

Thou chiefeft good ! 

Beftow*d by Heav'n, but feldom underftood. Rowe. 



AS daily experience makes it evident that misfor- 
tunes are unavoidably incident to human life^ 
that calamity will neither be repelled by fortitude, 
nor cfcaped by flight; neither awed by greatnefs^ 
nor eluded by obfcurity \ philofophers have endea- 
voured to reconcile us to that condition which they 
cannot teach us to mencj, by perfuading us that moft 
of our evils are made affliftive only by ignorance or 
perverfenefs, and that nature has annexed to every 
vicifTitude of external circumftances, fome advantage 
fufficient to overbalance all its inconveniences. 

This attempt may perhaps be juflly fufpefted of 
refemblance to the praftice of phyficians, who, when 
they cannot mitigate pain, dcftroy fenfibility, and 
endeavour to conceal by opiates the inefEcacy of their 
other medicines. The panegyrifts of calamity have 
more frequently gained applaufe to their wit, than 
acquiefcence to their arguments j nor has it appeared 
that the moft mufical oratory or fubtle ratiocination 
has been able long to overpower the anguifh of op- 
preflion, the tedioufnefs of languor^ or the longings 
of want. 

Yet 
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Yet it may be generally remarked, tliat where 
much has been attempted, fomething has been per- 
formed; though the difcoveries or acquifitions of 
man are not always adequate to the expeftations of 
his pride, they are at leaft fufficient to animate his 
induftry. The antidotes with which phtlofophy 
has medicated the cup of life, though they can- 
not give it falubrity and fweetnefs, have at lead 
allayed its bitternefs, and contcmpered its maligni- 
ty; the balm which* fhe drops upon the wounds qf 
the mind abates their pain, though it cannot heal 
them. 

By fufFcring willingly what we cannot avoid, we 
fecure ourfelves from vain and immoderate difquiet; 
we prefervc for better purpofes that ftrength which 
would be unprofitably wafted in wild efforts of de- 
fperation, and maintain that circumfpedion which 
may enable us to feize every fupport, and improve 
every alleviation. This calmnefs will be more eafily 
obtained, as the attention is more powerfully with- 
drawn from the contemplation of unmingled un- 
abated evil, and diverted to thofe accidental benefits 
which prudence may confer on every ftate. 

Seneca has attempted not only to pacify us in mif- 
fortune, but almoft to allure us to it, by reprefenting 
it as nccefTary to the pleafures of the mind. He that 
never was acquainted with adverjity^ fays he, bas/een 
the world but on one Jide^ and is ignorant of half the 
fcenes of nature. He invites his pupil to calamity, 
as the Syrens allured the paflenger to their coafts, 
Tjy proniifing that he fhall return irxiiovx ««JwV, with 
increafe of knowledge, with enlarged views, and 
ipvltiplied ideas, 

Curiofity 



Digitized by 



Google 



1^156- THE RAMBLEft. 59 

Curiofity is, in great and generous minds, the firft 
pailion and the laft j and perhaps always predomr* 
nates in proportion to the ftrcngth of the contempla- 
tive faculties. He who eafily comprehends all that 
is< before him, and foon exhaufts any fingle fubjcft, 
is always eager for new enquiries j and in proportion 
as the intellectual eye takes in a wider profpeft, it 
muft be gratified with variety by more rapid flights, 
and bolder excurfionsj nor perhaps can there be 
propofed to thofe who have been accuftomed to the 
plcafures of thought, a more powerful incitement to 
any undertaking, than the hope of filling their fancy 
with new images, of clearing their doubts, and en- 
lightening their rcafon. 

When Jajon^ in Valerius FlaccuSy would incline 
the young prince A^^aftus to accompany him in the 
firft eflay of navigation, he difperfes his apprehen- 
fions of danger by reprefentations of the new trafts 
of earth and heaven which the expedition would 
fpread before their eyes ; and tells him with what 
grief he will hear, at their return, of the countries 
which they fhall have feen, and the toils which they 
.have furmounted. 

O quantum terra^ quantum cognofcere cosily 
Permtffiim eft ! pdagus quantos aperimus in ufus / 
Nunc forfan grave reris opus: fed lata recur ret 
Cum ratisj ^ caram cum jam mihi reddet lolcon ; 
^uis pudor heu n^Jlros tibi tunc audire labpres / 
^uam refer am vifas tua per fufpiria gentes ! 

Led by our ftars, what t rafts immenfe we trace ! 
From feas remote, what funds of fcience raife! 
A pain to thought! but when th' heroick band 
Returns applauded to their native land, 
A life domeftick you will then deploVe, 
And figh, while I dcfcribe the various (hore, Edw.Cave, 
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Acdfius w^ foon prevailed upon by his curiofity 
to fet rocks and hardfhips at defiance^ and commit 
his life to the ^inds ; and the fame motives have in 
all ages had the fame efFeft upon thofe whom the 
defire of fame or wifdom has diftinguilhed from the 
lower orders of mankind. 

If therefore it can be proved that diftrefs is necef* 
fary to the attainment of knowledge, and that a 
happy fituation hides from us fo large a part of the 
field of meditation, the envy of many who repine at 
the fight of affluence and fplendor will be much di- 
minifhed ; for fuch is the delight of mental fupe- 
riority, that none on whom nature or ftudy have 
conferred it, would purchafe the gifts of fortune by 
its lofs. 

It is certain, that however the rhetoriqk oi Seneca 
may have dreflcd adverfity with extrinfick ornaments, 
he has juftly reprefented it as affording fome oppor- 
tunities of obfervation, which cannot be found in 
continual fuccefsj he has truly afferted, that to 
cfcape misfortune is to want inftruftion, and that; to 
live at eafe is to live in ignorance. 

As no man can enjoy happinefs without thinking 
that he enjoys it, the experience of calamity is ne- 
ceflary to a juft fenfe of better fortune; for the 
good of our prefent ftate is merely comparative, and 
the evil which every man feels will be fufficient 
to difturb and harafs him, if he does not know 
how much he efcapes. The luftre of diamonds is 
invigorated by the interpofition of darker bodies j 
the lights of a pidure are created by the fhades. 
The higheft pleafure which nature has indulged 
to fenfitive perception, is that of reft after fatigue ; 
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yet that ftatc which labour heightens into delight, 
is of itfelf only eafe, and is incapable of fatisfying 
the mind without the fuperaddition of diverfified 
amufements, 

Profperity, as is truly affert^d by Serteca, viry 
much obftrudts the knowledge of ourfelves,' No 
jnan can form a juft eftimate of his own polvers by 
unaftive {peculation . That fortitude which has 
encountered no dangers, that prudence which has 
furmounted no difficulties, that integrity which has 
been attacked by no temptations, can ^t beft be 
confidered but as gold not yet brought to the teft, 
of which therefore the true value cannot be affigned. 
He that traverjcs the lifts without an adver/aryy may 
receivcy fays the philofopher, the reward of viSory^ 
hut he has no fretenjions to the honour. If it be the 
highert happinefs of man to contemplate himfelf with 
fatisfaftion, and to receive the gratulations of his 
own confcience, he whofe courage has made way 
amidft the turbulence of oppofition, and whofe vigour 
has broken through the fnares of diftrefs, has many 
advantages over thofe that have flcpt in the fhadcs of 
indolence, and whofe retrofpeft of time can entertain 
them with nothing but day rifingupon day, and year 
gliding after year. 

Equally neceffary is fome variety of fortune to a 
fiearer infpeftion of the manners, principles, and 
afFeftions of mankind. Princes, when they would 
know the opinions or grievances of their fubjefts, 
find it neceffary to Ileal away from guards and at- 
tendants, and mingle on equal terms among the 
people. To him who is known to have the power 
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of doing good or harm, nothing is Ihown in its 
natural form. The behaviour of all that approach 
him is regulated by his humour^ their narratives 
are adapted to his inclination, and their reafonings 
determined by his opinions 5 whatever can alarm 
fufpicion, or excite refcntment, is carefully fup- 
preffed, and nothing appears but uniformity of 
fentiments and ardor of affeftion. It may be ob- 
ferved that the unvaried complaifance which ladies 
have the right of exadting, keeps them generally 
unflcilled in human nature; prosperity will .always 
enjoy the female prerogatives, and therefore muft be 
always in danger of female ignorance. Truth i$ 
fcarcely to be heard, but by thofe from whom it can 
ferve no intereft to conceal it. 
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Numb. 151. Tuesday, jiugujl 27, 1751* 

TovTO ¥ afAVKctfoy iv^itif 
"Ot* wf, xa) If TsXit;- 

But wrapt in error is the human mmd. 

And human blifs. is ever infccure : 
Know we what fortune yet remains behind ? 

Know we how long the prefent Ihall endure ? West. 

TH E writers of medicine and phyfiology have 
traced, with great appearance of accuracy, the 
^fFefts of time upon the human body, by marking 
the various periods of the conftitution, and the 
feveral ftages by which animal life makes its pro- 
grefs from infancy to decrepitude. Though their 
obfervations have not enabled them to difcover how 
manhood may be accelerated, or old age retarded, 
yet furely, if they be confidered only as the amufe- 
ments of curiofity, they are of equal importance 
with conjedtures on things more remote, with cata- 
logues of the fixed ftars, and calculations of the 
bulk of planets. 

It had been a tafk worthy of the moral philofo«- 
phers to have confidered with equal care the cli- 
maftericksof the mind j to have pointed out the time 
at which every pafllon begins and ceafes to pre- 
dominate, and noted the regular variations of dcfire, 
and the fuccefiion of one appetite to another. 
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The periods of mental change are not to be dated 
with equal certainty : our bodies grow up under the 
care of nature, and depend fo little on our own ma- 
nagement, that fomething more than negligence is ne- 
ceflary to difcompofe their ftrudture, or impede their 
vigour. But our minds are committed in a great 
meafure firft to the direftion of others, wd after- 
wards of ourfelves. It would be difficult to protraft 
the weaknefs of infancy beyqnd the ufual time, but 
the mind may be very eafily hindered from its fhare 
of improvement, and the bulk and ftrength of man- 
hood muft> without the affiftance of education and 
inftruftion, be informed only with the underftand- 
ing of a child. 

Yet amidfl: all the diforder and inequality which 
variety of difcipline, example, converfation, and 
employment produce in the intelleftual advances of 
different men, there is ftill difcovered by a vigilant 
fpedator, fuch a general and remote fimilitude, as 
may be expedted in the fame common nature af- 
. feded by external circumftances indefinitely varied. 
We all enter the world in equal ignorance, gaze 
round about us on the fame objefts, and have our 
firft pains and pleafures, our firft hopes and fears, our 
firft averfions and defires, from the fame caufess and 
though, as we proceed farther, life opens wider 
profpefts to our view, and accidental impulfes de- 
termine us to different paths, yet as every mind, 
however vigorous or abftrafted, is neceffitated, in it3 
prefent ftatc of union, to receive its informations^ 
and execute its purpofes, by the intervention of the 
body, the uniformity of our corporeal nature com- 
municates itfelf to our intelleftual operations i and 
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thofe whofe abilities or knowledge incline them 
moil to deviate from the general round of life^ are 
recalled from excentricity by the laws of their exig- 
ence. 

If we confider the exercifes of the mind, it will 
be found that in each part of life fome particular 
fdculty is more eminently employed, ^hcn the 
treafures of knowledge are firft opejied before us^ 
while novelty blooms alike on either hand, and every 
thing equally unknown and .unexamined feems of 
equal value, the power of the foul is principally ex- 
erted in a vivacious and defultory curiofity. She 
applies by turns to every objeft, enjoys it for a fhorl; 
time; and flies with equal ardour to another. She 
delights to catch up loofe and unconnefted ideas, 
but ftarts away from fyftems and complications 
which would obftruft the rapidity of her tranfitions, 
and detain her long in the fame purfuit. 

When a number of diftindl images ' are coUeftcd 
by thefc erratick and hafty furveys, the fancy is bu- 
ficd in arranging them 5 and combines them into 
pleafing pidures with more refemblance to the reali- 
ties of life as experience advances, and new obfer- 
vations redlify the former. While the judgment is 
yet uninformed and unable to compare the draughts 
of fifbion with their originals, we are delighted with 
improbable adventures, impracticable virtues, and 
inimitable charafters : But in proportion as we have 
more opportunities of acquainting ourfelves with 
living nature, we are fooner difgufted with copies 
in which there appears no refemblance. We firft 
difcard abfurdity and impoffibility, then exaft greater 
^d greater degrees of probability, but at laft become 
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cold and ihfcnfible t6 the charms of fiilfchoodi hoW- 
tvcr fpcciousj and from the imitations of truth, which 
are never perfeft, transfer our affeftion to truth xt- 
felf. 

' N<iw commences the reign of judgment or rfeafbn 1 
We begin to find little pleafure but in comparing argth- 
ments, ftating propofitions, difentanglihg perplcxi- 
des, clearing ambiguities, and deducing confe-- 
Xiuences. The painted vales of imagination are de- 
ferred, and our intelleftual adivity.is exerciifcd in 
winding through the labyrinths of fallacy, and toiling 
With firm and cautious fteps up the narrow ti^acks of 
(demoftftratian. Whatever may lull vigilance, or 
toiflead attention, is contemptuoufly rejected, and 
every difguife in which error may be concealed, r^ 
canefuUy oblervcd, till by degrees a certain liumbei' 
of inconteftabie or unfufpeded propofitiotis are efta- 
bliflied, and at laft concatenated into arguitieritS, t>r 
compa6lcd- into fyftems. 

At length wearinefs fucceeds to labour, and th* 
rtiind lies at eafe in the contemplation of her own 
attainments, Without any defire of new conquelts or 
excurfiotts. This is the age of recoiledtion and nar* 
rative ; the opinions are fettled, and the aVtftUfcs of 
tpprehenfion Ihut againft any new intelligence 1 the 
days that are to follow muft pafs in' the inculcation 
of precepts already coUefted, and affertion of tenets 
already received ; nothing is henceforward fo odious 
as oppofition^ fo infolent as doubt, or fo dangerous 
as novelty. 

In like manner the paflions ufurp the fepafaC^ 
command of the fucceffive periods of life. To th* 
Jiappinefs of our firft years nothing mote feeriis he- 
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ceffary than fretdom from rtftraint : Every man may 
remember that if he was left to himfelf, and indulged 
in the difpafai of his own time, he was once content 
without the fuperaddition of any aftual pleafure. The 
hew world is itfelf a banquet ; and till we have ex-* 
haufted the freftinefs of life, we have always about us 
fufficient gratificatiohs : the fuftftiiiie quiclcens us to 
play, and the (hade invites m to fleep. 

But we foon become unfatisfied with negative fe- 
licity, and are folicited by our fenfes and appetites 
to more powerful delights, as the tafte of him who 
has fatisfied his hunger muft be excited by artificial 
ftimulations. The fimplicity of natural amufement 
is now paft, and art and contrivance muft improve 
our ple^flirei ; but ift time, art, like nature, is cx- 
haufted> and th€ fenfes can no longer fupply the 
cravings of the intelleiSt. 

Th^ Utlei^tion U then transferred from pleafure to 
int^eft, in which pleafure is perhaps included, 
though diiFufed to a wider extent, and protraded 
through new gradations. Nothing now dances be- 
fore the eyes but wealth and power, nor rings in th« 
car but the voice of fame ; wealth, to which, how- 
ever vartotifly denoifninated, every man at Ibme time 
or other afpires ; power, which all wifh to obtain 
within their circle of aflion ; and fame, which no 
man, however high or mean, however wife or igno- 
■ rant, was yet abk to defpife. Now prudence arid 
forefight exert their influence : No hour is devoted 
wholly to any prefent enjoyment, no aft or purpofo 
terminates in itfelf, but every motion is referred to 
ibme diftant end i the accomplifhment of one de- 
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fign begins another, and the ultimate wifh is always 
puflied off to its form^er diftance. 

At length fame is obferved to be uncertain, and 
power to be dangerous } the man whofe vigour and 
alacrity begin to forfake him, by degrees contrafts 
his defigns, remits his former multiplicity of pur- 
fuits, and extends no longer his regard to any other 
honour than the reputation of wealth, or any other 
influence than his power. Avarice is generally the 
laft palTion of thofe lives of which the firfl: part has 
been fquandered in pleafure, and the fecond devoted 
to ambition. He that (inks under the fatigue of 
getting wealth, lulls his age with the milder bufinefs 
of faving it. 

I have in this view of life confidered men as actu- 
ated only by natural defires, and yielding to their 
own inclinations, without regard to fuperior princi- 
ples by which the force of external agents may be 
counterafted, and the temporary prevalence of paf- 
fions reftrained. Nature will indeed always operate, 
human defires will be always ranging, but thefe mo- 
tions, though very powerful, are not rcfiftlefs 5 na- 
ture may be regulated, and defires governed; and to 
contend with the predominance of fucceffive paffions, 
to be endangered firft by one affeftion, and then by 
another, is the condition \y)on which we are to pafs 
cur time, the time of our preparation for that ftate 
which fhall put an end to experiment^ to difappoint- 
ment, and to change. 
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Numb. 152* Saturday, Auguji ^i^ ^7S^^ 

Triftia maftum 
Vultum verba dectnt^ iratum plena minarufiu Hofu 

Difaflrous words can befl dlfafter fhow ; 

In angry phrafc the angry paffions glow. Elphiivston. 

«« ¥ T was the wifdom," fays Senecay *^ of ancient 
*' X times^ to confider what is mod ufeful as molt 
" illuftrious." If this rule, be applied to works of 
genius, fcarcely any fpecies of compofition dcfcrves 
more to be cultivated than the epiftolary ftyle, fince 
none is of more various or frequent ufe, through the 
whole fubordination of human life. 

It has yet happened that among the numerous 
writers which our nation has produced, equal per- 
haps always in force and genius, and of late in ele- 
gance and accuracy, to thofe of any other country, 
very fe^ have endeavoured to diftinguifh themfelves 
by the publication of letters, except fuch as were 
written in the difcharge of publick trufts, and during 
the tranfaftion of great affairs ; which, though they 
afford precedents to the minifter, and memorials to 
the hiftorian, are of no ufe as examples of the familiar 
ftyle or models of private correfpondencc. 

If it be enquired by foreigners, how this defici- 
ency has happened in the literature of a country, 
v/iiere all indulge themfelves with fo little danger in 
fpeaking and writing, may we not without either 
bigotry pr arrogance inform them, that it mufl be 
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imputed to our contempt of trifles, and our due 
fenfe of the dignity of the publick ? We do not think 
it reafonablc to fill the world with vpliimes from 
.which nothing can be learned, nor cxpeft that the 
employments of the bufy, or the amufements of the 
gay, fhould give way to narratives of our private 
affairs, complaints of abfence, expreflions of fond- 
nefs, or declarations of fidelity. 

A flight perufal of the innumerable letters by 
which the wits o( France have fignalized their names, 
will prove that other nations need not be difcouraged 
from the like attempts by the confcioufnefs of inabi-* 
lity ; for fureiy it is not very difficult to aggravate 
trifling misfortunes, to magnify familiar incidents^ 
repeat adulatory profeffions, accumulate fervile hy- 
perboles, and produce all that can be found in the 
defpicable remains of Votture and Scarron. 

Yet as much of life mufl be pafTed in affairs con- 
fidcrable only by their frequent occurrence, and 
rnuch of the pleafufe which our condition allows,: 
muft be produced by giving elegance to trifles, 
it is necelTary to learn ,how to become little without 
becoming tnean, to maintain the neccffary inter-- 
courfe of civility, and fill up the vacuities of a&ions 
by agreeable appearances. It had therefore been of 
advantage, if fuch of our writers as have excelled in 
the art of decorating infignificance, had fupplLed us 
with a few fallies of innocent gaiety, cffufions of ho^ 
neft tendernefsj or exclamations of unimportant 
hurry. 

Precept has generally been pofl:erior to perform* 
ance. The art of compofing works of genius has 
ijever been taught but by the example of thofe who 
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p<;rfonnc4 it by natural vigour of imagination, and 
re6(:itude of judgment. As w« have few letters, w^ 
have likewife few criticifms upon the epiftolary ftyle. 
The obfervation with which fValJb has introduced^ 
Jlis pages of inanity, are fuch as give him little claim 
to the rank affigned him by Drydm among the cri- 
ticks. Letter Sy fays he, are intended as rejemhlanqes 
tf converfatioHy and the chief excellences pf converfatijon 
are good-humour and good-breeding. This remark, 
equally valuable for its novelty and propriety, he di- 
lates and enforces with an appearance of complete 
4cquiefcence in his own difcovery. 

No man was ever in doubt about the moral quali* 
ties of a letter. It has been always known that h§ 
^ho endeavours to pleafe muft appear pleafed, and 
he who would not provoke rudenefs muft not praftifa 
it. But the queftipn among thofe who eftablilh 
rules for an epiftolary performance is how gaiety pf 
civility maybe properly expreifedj as among th^ 
criticks in hiftqry it is not contefted whether trutlj 
ought to be prcferved, but by what niode qf diftion 
it is beft adorned. 

A;5 letters are written pn all fubjefts,, in all ftate^ 
of mind, they cannot be properly reduced to fettle4 
rules, or defcribed by any fingle charadteriftic^c j 
^nd we may fafely difentaqgle our minds from 
critical efnbarraffment§, by deterrpining that a letr 
fer has po peculiarity but its form, ^nd that no? 
thing i$ tp hf refufed adqfiifilon, which would bf 
proper \n any pth^r method pf treating the farric 
fubjaft. The qualities of the epiftplary ftyle mp(t 
frequently reqviired are ^afe and fiipplicity, an even 
flpvgf Wftlal^qurcddiaion, and arj mMk arrange? 
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ment of obvious ferttiments. But thefe diredions are 
no fooner applied to ufe, than their fcantinefs and 
imperfeftion become evident. Letters are written 
to the great and to the mean, to the learned and 
the ignorant, at reft and in dlftrefs, in fport and in 
palSion. Nothing can be more improper than eafe 
and laxity of expreffion, when the importance of the 
fubjeft imprcffcs folicitude, or the dignity of the per- 
fon exadts reverence. 

' That letters (hould be written with drift con* 
formity to nature is true, becaufe nothing but con- 
formity to nature can make any compofition beauti- 
ful or juft. But it is natural to dfepaft from famili- 
arity of language upon occafions not familiar. 
Whatever elevates the fcntiments will confequently 
raife the expreflion; whatever fills us with hope of 
terror, will produce fome perturbation of images, 
and fome figurative diftortions of phrafe. Wherever 
we are ftudious to pleafe, we are afraid of trufting 
our firft thoughts, and endeavour to recommend our 
opinion by ftudied ornaments, accuracy of method, 
and elegance of ftyle. 

If the perfonages of the comick fcene be allowed 
by Horace to raife their language in the transports of 
anger to the turgid vehemence of tragedy, the epifto- 
lary writer may likewife without cenfure comply 
with the varieties of his matter. If great events arc 
to be related, he may with all the folemnity of an 
hiftorian deduce them from their caufes, conneft 
them with t|;ieir concomitants, and trace them to 
their confequcnces. If a difputed pofition is to be 
eftabliflied, or a remote principle to be inveftigated^i 
he may detail his rei^fonings with all the nicety of 
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fyllogiftick rncthod. If a menace is to be avertcci, 
or a benefit implored, he may, without any violation 
of the edifts of criticifm, call every power of rheto- 
rick to "his affiftance, and try every inlet at which love 
or pity enters the heart. 

Letters that have no other end than the enter- 
tainment of the correfpondents are more properly 
regulated by critical precepts, becaufe the matter 
and ftyle are equally arbitrary, and rules are more 
neceffary, as there is a larger power of choice. In 
letters of this kind, fome conceive art graceful, and 
others think negligence amiable ; fome model them 
by the fonnet, and will allow them no means of de- 
lighting but the fofc lapfe of calm mellifluence; 
others adjuft them by the epigram, and expefk. point- 
ed fentenccs and forcible periods. The one party 
conliders exemption from faults as the height of ex- 
cellence, the other looks upon negleft of excellence 
as the mod difgufting fault -, one avoids cenfure, the 
other afpires to praife -, one is always in danger of 
infipidity^ the other continually on the ^ritik of af- 
feftation. 

When the fubjeft has no intrinfick dignity, it muft 
neceflarily owe its attraftions to artificial embdlifh- 
ments, and may catch at all advantages which the 
art of writing can fupply. He that, like Pliny^ 
fends his friend a portion for his daughter, will, with- 
out Pliny*% eloquence or addrefs, find means of ex- 
citing gratitude, and fecuring acceptance -, but he 
that has no prefent to make but a garland, a ribbon, 
or fome petty curiofity, muft endeavour to recom- 
mend it by his manner of giving it. 
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The pUrpofe for which letters are iwritten when 
no intelligence is cooimunicatedi or bufinefs tranf^ 
gfted, is^to preferve in the minds of the abfeat 
cither love or efteem ; to excite love we muft im- 
part pleafure, and to raife efteem we muft difcovcr 
abilities. Pleafure will generally be given, as abi- 
lities are dlfplayed by fcenes of imagery, points of 
conceit, unexpefted fallies, and artful compliments. 
Trifles always require exuberance of ornament} 
the building which has no ftreftgth can be valued 
Only for the grace of its decorations. The pebble 
muft be poliftied with care, which hopes to be 
valued as a diamond; and words ought furely to 
be laboyred^ when they ^^ intended to ftand fof 
things. 
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Numb. 153. Tuesday, iS'^/z^/w^^r 3, 175X* 

Turba Remi /e^uitur fortunam, ut fimffr^ et odit 

Pamnatos, folf^ 

The fickle crowd with fortune comes and goes ; 
Wealth ftill finds follQwers, and misibrtune fojC^ 

To the RAMBLER, 

SIR, 

THERE are occafions on which all apology 
is rudencfs. He that has an unwelcome nnef» 
fage to deliver, may give fome proof of tendernefs 
and delicacy, by a ceremonial introduftion and 
gradual difcovery, becaiife the mind, upon which 
the weight of forrow is to fall, gains time for the 
coUeftion of its powers i but nothing is more abfurd 
than to delay the communication of pleafure, to 
torment curiofity by impatience, and to delude hope 
by anticipation. 

I (hall therefore forbear the arts by which corre- 
spondents generally fecure admiflion, for I have too 
4ong remarked the power of vanity, to doubt that I 
i)iaU be rea4 by you with a difpofition to approvej 
when I declare that my narrative has no other ten^ 
4epcy than tq illuftrate and corroborate your pwn ob* 
lervatipns. 

I was the fecond fon of a gentleman, whofe patri« 
ino«y bad been ws^^d by ^ long fuccefnon of fquan^ 

dererSj 
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dcrers, till he was unable to fupport any of his child- 
ren, except his heir, in the hereditary dignity of idlc- 
ncfs- Being therefore orbliged to employ that part 
of life in ftudy which my progenitors had devoted to 
the hawk and hound, 1 was in my eighteenth year 
difpatchcd to the univerfity, without any rural ho- 
nours. I had never killed a fingle woodcock, nor 
partaken one triumph over a conquered fox. 

At the univerfity I continued to enlarge my ac- 
quifitions with little envy of the noify happinefs 
which my elder brother had the fortune to enjoy, 
and having obtained my degree, retired to confider 
at leifure to what profeflion I fhould confine that ap- 
plication which had hitherto been diflipated in gene- 
ral knowledge. To deliberate upon a choice which 
cuftom and honour forbid to be retrafted, is certainly 
reafonable, yet to let loofe the attention equally to 
the advantages and inconveniencies of every employ- 
ment is not without danger; new motives are every 
moment operating on every fide -, and mechanicks 
have long ago difcovered, that contrariety of equal 
attraftions is equivalent to reft. 

While I was thus trifling in uncertainty, an old 
adventurer, who had been once the intimate friend of 
rhy father, arrived from the Indies with a large fortune; 
which he had fb much haraflcd himfelf in obtain«- 
ing, that ficknefs and infirmity left him ho other 
defire than to die in his native country. His wealth 
eafily procured him an invitation to pais his life with* 
us, and being incapable of any amufement but con- 
verfation, he neceflarily became familiarifed to me, 
whom he found ftudious and domcftick. Pl^afcd 
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with an opportunity of imparting my knowledge, 
and eager of any intelligence that might incrcafe it> 
I delighted his curiofity with hiftorical narratives 
and explications of nature^ and gratified his vanity 
by enquiries after the produfts of diftant countries, 
and the cuftoms of their inhabitants. , 

My brother faw how much I advanced in the fa- 
vour of our gucft, who being without heirs, was na- 
turally expefted to enrich the family of his friend, 
but neither attempted to alienate me, nor to ingra- 
tiate himfelf. He was indeed little qualified to fo- 
licit the afFcdion of a traveller, for the remiffnefs of 
his education had left him without any rule of adion 
but his prefent humour. He often forfook the old 
gentleman in the midft of an adventure, becaufe the 
horn founded in the court-yard, and would have loft 
an opportunity, not only of knowing the hiftory, but 
Iharing the wealth of the mogul, for the trial of a 
new pointer, or the fight of a horfe-race. 

It was therefore not long before our new friend 
declared his intention of bequeathing to me the pro- 
fits of his commerce, as the only man in the family 
by whom he could expeft them to be rationally en^ 
joyed. This diftinftion drew upon me the envy not 
only of my brother but my father. 

As no man is willing to believe that he fufi^srs by 
his own fault, they imputed the preference which I 
had obtained to adulatory compliances, or malignant 
calumnies. To no purpofe did I call upon my pa- 
tron to atteft my innocence, for who will believe 
what he wilhes to be falfe ? In the heat of difappoint- 
mcnt they forced their inmate by repeated infults to 
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depart froiA the houfc, and I was foon, by the fame 
treatment, obliged to follow him. 

He chofe his refidence in the confines of London^ 
where reft, tranquillity, and medicine, reftored him 
to part of the health which he had loft* I pleafcd 
myfelf with perceiving that I was not likely to ob- 
tain an immediate poffeflion of wealth which no la- 
bour of mine had contributed to acquire j and that 
he, who had thus diftinguilhed me, might hope to 
end his life without a total fruftration of thofe blef* 
fings, which, whatever be their real valuc> he had 
fought with fo much diligence, and purchafed with 
fo many viciffitudes of danger and fatigue. 
* He indeed left me no reafon to repine at his reco- 
very, for he was willing to accuftom me early to thft 
ufe of money, and fet apart for my fexpences fuch a 
revenue as I had fcarccly dared to image. I can yet 
congratulate myfelf that fortune has fcen her gulden 
cup once tafted without inebriation* Neither my 
Inodefty nor prudence were overwhelmed by afflu- 
ence ; my elevation was without infolence, and my 
cxpence without profufion. Employing thS influ- 
ence which money always confers to- the improve- 
ment of my underftanding, I mingled in parties, of 
gaiety, and in conferences of learning, appealed in 
every place where inftrudion was to be found, ^nd 
imagined that by ranging through all the direrfitie$ 
of life, I had acquainted myfelf fuldy with hurtun 
nature, and learned all that was to be known of cbe 
"Ways of men. 

It happened, however, that I foon difcovtrdl how 
tnuch was wanted to the c<HXipi«tiTO wf npy kiiow*^ 
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ledge, arid found that, according to Seneta^^ fcWark, 
I had hitherto ften the world but on one fide. Mf 
Jjatron'^s confidence in his increafe of ftrength tempt-^ 
*d him to ciireleffnefs and irregularity j he caught 
a fever by riding in the rain,- of which he died de- 
lirious on the third day. I buried him without any 
of the heir*s affeftcd grief or fecret exultation j then 
preparing to take a legal poffeffion of his fortune^ 
opened his clofet, where I found a will, made at his 
-firft arrival, by which my father was appointed the 
chief inheritor^ and nothing was left me but a Icr 
gacy fufficieht to fupport me' in the profecution of 
my Audics. 

Ihad not yet found fuch charms in profperity a% 
to continue it by any afts of forgery or injuftice, anc^ 
made hafte to inform my father of the riches which 
had been given him, not by the preference of kind* 
nefs, but by the delays of indolence, and cowardice 
of age. The hungry family flew like vultures on 
their prey, and foon made my difappointmcnt publick 
by the tumult of their claims, and the fplendor of 
. their forrow. 

It was now my part tx) confider how I fhould re* 
pjur the difappointmcnt. I could not but triumph 
in my long lift of frierndsj which comprjfcd almoft 
every name that po\^er or knowledge intitlcd to 
eminence, and in the profpeft of the innumerable 
roads to honour and preferment, which I had laid 
Qfptn td ifiyfelf by the. wife ufe of temporary richesk 
I believed nothing neceffary but that I fhould con* 
£lnue that acqtiaiiitance to which I had been fo rea- 
clily admtttcdi and which had hitherto been culti- 
vated tm both fides with ^quaJi ardour^ 

Full 



Digitized by 



Google 



8« THE RAMBLER; N^ ijj. 

Full of thefe expeQations, I one morning ordered 
ft chair^ with an intention to make my ufual circle 
pf morning vifits. Where I firft Hopped I faw two 
footmen lolling at the door> who told me> without 
any change of pofture^ or collection of countenance^ 
t^at their mafter was at home ; and (uffered me to 
open the inner door without affiftance. I found my 
friend (landing, and as I was tattling with my former 
freedom, was formally intreated to fit down; but 
did not ftay to be favoured with any further conde* 
fcenfions. 

My next experiment was made at the levee of a 
ftatefman, who received me with an embrace of ten- 
dernefs, that he might with more decency publifh 
my change of fortune to the fycophants about him. 
After he had enjoyed the triumph of condolence, he 
turned to a wealthy ftockjobber, and left me expofed 
to the fcorn of thofe who had lately courted my no- 
tice, and folicited my intereft. 

I was then fet down at the door of another, who 
upon my entrance advifed me with great folemnity 
to think of fome fettled provifion for life. I left 
him and hurried away to an old friend, who pro- 
fefled himfelf unfufceptible of any impreflSons from, 
profperity or misfortune, and begged that he might 
fee me when he was more at leifure. 

At fixty-feven doors at which I knocked in the 
firft week after my appearance in a mourning drefs, 
I was denied admiiSon at forty-fix ; was fufFered at 
fourteen to wait in the outer-room till bufinefs was 
difpatched 5 at four was entertained with a few quef- 
tions about the weathers at one heard, the footmea 
rated for bringing my names and at two was in^ 
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formed, in the flow of cafual convcrfarion> how much 
A man of rank degrades himfelf by mean company.* 
My curiofity npw led me to try what reception I 
fhoiild find among the ladies 5 but I found that my 
patron h^d carried all my powers of pleafing to the 
grave. J had formerly been celebrated as a wit, and 
not perceiving any languor in my imagination, I ef» 
layed to revive that gaiety which had hitherto broken 
out involuntarily before my ftntences were finiflied. 
My remarks were now heatd with a fteady counte- 
nance, and if a girl ha'ppened to give way to habi- 
tual merriment, her forward nefs was repreflcd with 
A Frown by her mother or her aunt. 

Wherever I come I fcatter infirmity and difeafc; 
every lady whom I meet in the Mall is too weary 
to walk ; all whDm I intreat to fing are troubled with 
colds : if I propofc cards, they are afflifted with the 
head-ach j if I invite them to , the gardens, they can- 
not bear a crowd. 

All this might be endured j but there is a clafs of 
mortals who think my undcrftanding impaired with 
my fortune, exalt themfelves to the dignity of advicc> 
and whenever we happen to meet, prefumc to pre- 
fcribe my conduft, regulate my ceconomy, and di- 
reft my purfuits. Another race, equally imperti- 
nent and equally defpicable, are every moment re- 
commending to me an attention to my interefl:, and* 
think themfelves entitled, by their fuperior pru- 
dence, to reproach me if I fpeaH or move witixout 
regard to profit. 

Such, Mr, Ramblery is the power of wealth, that 
it commands the ear of greatnefs and the eye of 
beauty, gives fpirit to the dull, and authority to the 

Vol. VII. G timorous. 
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timorous, and leaves him from whom it departs^ 
without virtue and Without underftanding, the fporc 
of caprice, the fcofF of infolence, the flave of mean- 
nefs, and the pupil of ignorance. 

I am, &c. 



Numb. 154. Saturday, September 7, 1751. 

■ ■ 77^/ res antiquie laudis et art is 

Aggrediory /anSies aufus recludere fonUs^ Virg# 

For thee my tuneful accents will I raife, • 

And treat of arts difclos'd in ancient days ; 

Once more unlock for thee the facred fpring- Dryden* 

THE direftion of Arijioth to thofe that ftudy' 
politicks, is, firft to examine and undcrftand 
what has been written by the ancients upon govern- 
ment i then to caft their eyes rourtd upon the world, 
and confider by what caufes the profperity of com- 
munities is vifibly influenced, and why fome are 
worfe, and others better adminiflered. 

The fame method mull be purfued by him who 
hopes to become eminent in any other part of know- 
ledge. The firft talk is to fearch books, the next to 
contemplate nature. He muft firft poflTefs himfelf 
of the intelleftual treafures which the diligence of 
former ages has accumulated, and then endeavour 
to increafe them by his own coUeftions. 

The mental difcafe of the prefent generation, is 
impatience of ftudy, contempt of the great mafters. 
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of ancient w'rfdom, and a difpofition to rely iwholly 
upon unaflifted genitis and natural fagacity. The 
wits of thefe happy days have difeovcred a way to 
fame, which the dull caution of our laborious an* 
ceftors durft never attempt i they cut the knots of 
fophittry which it was formerly the bufinefs of year^ 
to untie, folve difficulties by fudden irradiations of 
intelligence, and comprehend long procelles of ar- 
gument by immediate intuition,^ 

Men who have flattered themfelves into this opi- 
nion of their own abilities, look down on all who 
wafte their lives over books, as a race of inferior 
beings condemned by nature to perpetual pupillage, 
and fruitlefsly endeavouring to remedy their barren- 
nefs by inceffant cultivation, or fuccour their feeble- 
nefs by fubfidiary ftrength. They prefume that none 
would be more induftrious than they, if they were 
not more fenfible of deficiencies ; and readily con- 
clude,^ that he who places no confidence ih his own 
powers, owes his modefty only to his weaknefs. 

It is however certain, that no eftimate is more ih 
danger of erroneous calculations than thofe by which 
a man computes the force of his own genius. It ge- 
nerally happens at our entrance into the world, that 
by the natural attraftion of fimilitude, we affociate 
with men like ourfelves, young, fprightly, and 
ignorant, and rate our accomplifhments by com- 
parifon with theirs i when we have once obtained 
an acknowledged fuperiority over our acquaint- 
ances, imagination and defire eafily extend it over 
the reft of mankind, and if no accident forces us 
into new emulations, we grow old, and die in ad- 
miration of ourfelves. 

G 2 Vanity, 
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Vanity, thus confirmed in her dominion, readily 
liftens to the voice of idlencfs, and foothes the flum- 
ber of life with Continual dreams of excellence and 
greatnefs. A man elated by confidence in his na- 
tural vigour of fancy and fagacity of conjcdure, 
foon concludes that he already pofleflfes whatever 
toil and enquiry can confer. He then liftens with 
ea^ernefs to the wild objedlions which folly has 
raifed againft the common means of improvement; 
talks of the dark chaos of indigefted knowledge ; 
defcribes the mifchievous efFefts of heterogeneous 
fciences fermenting in the mind -, relates the blun- 
ders of lettered ignorance; expatiates on the he- 
roick merit of thofe who deviate from prefcription, 
or Ihake off authority; and gives vent to the infla- 
tions of his heart by declaring ?hat he owes nothing 
to pedants and univerfities. 

All thefe pretcnfions, however confident, are very 
often vain. The laurels whicl^ fuperficial acutenefs 
gains in tViumphs over ignorance unfupported by 
vivacity, are obferved by Locke to be loft, whenever 
real learning and rational diligence appear againft 
her J the fallies of gaiety are foon repreffed by calm 
confidence; and the artifices of fubtilty are readily 
detefted by thofe who, having carefully ftudied.the 
queftion, are not eafily confounded t)r lurprifed. 

But though the contemner of books had neither 
been deceived by others nor himfelf, and was really 
born with a genius furpafiing the ordinary abilities of 
mankind ; yet furely fuch gifts of providence may be 
more properly urged as incitements to labour, than 
encouragements to negligence. He that neglefts the 
culture of ground, naturally fertile, is more (hame- 
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fully culpable than he whofe field would fcarccly re- 
compcnfc his hulbandry. 

Cicero remarks, that not to know what has been 
tranfaded in former times, is to continue always a 
child. If no ufe is made of the labours of paft ages, 
the world muft remain always in the infancy of know- 
ledge. The difcoveries of every man muft terminate 
in hi| own adirantage, and the ftudies of every age 
be employed on queftions which the paft generation 
h^d difcuffcd and determined. We may with as 
little reproach borrow fcience as manufaftures from 
our anccftors; and it is as rational to live in caves 
till our own hands have ercfted a palace, as to reject 
all knowledge of architecture, which our underftand- 
ings will not fupply. 

To the ftrongeft and quickeft mind it is far eafier 
to learn than to invent. The principles of arithme«» 
tick and geometry may be compre^iended by a clofc 
attention in a few days ; yet who can flatter himfelf 
that the ftudy of a long life would have enabled him 
to difcover them, wh^n he fees them yet unknown to 
fo many nations, whom he cannot fuppofe lefs libe- 
rally endowed with natural reafon, than the Grecians 
or Egyptians? 

Every fcience was thus far advanced towards per- 
feftion, by the en^ulous diligence of contemporary 
ftudents, and the gradual difcoveries of one age im-* 
proving on another. Sometimes unexpe^ed flafhes 
of inftruftion were ftruck out by the fortuitous col- 
lifion of happy incidents, or an involuntary concur-^ 
rence of ideas, in which the philofopher to whom they 
happened had no other merit than that of knowing 
their value, and tranfmitting, unclouded to pofterity, 
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that light which had been, kindled by caufes put of 
his power. The happinefs of thefe cafual illumi- 
jiations no man can promife to himfelf, becaufe no 
endeavours can procure them ; and therefore what- 
ever be our abilities or application, we mufl: fubmit 
to learn from others what perhaps would have lain 
feid for ever from human penetration, had not fome 
f emote enquiry brought it to view ;• as trcafur«s are 
thrown up by the ploughman and the digger in the 
rude exercifc of their common occupations. 

The man whofe genius qualifies him for great 
undertakings, muft at Icaft be content to learn from 
books the prefent ftate of human knowledge j that 
he may not afcribe to himfclf the invention of arts 
generally known ; weary his attention with experi- 
ments of which the event has been long regiftered ; 
and wafte, in attempts which have already fucceeded 
or mifcarried, that time which might have been fpent 
with ufefulnefs and honour upon new undertakings. 

But though the ftudy of books is neceffary, it is 
not fufficient to conftitute literary eminence. He 
that wifhes to be counted anoong the benefaftors of 
pofterity, muft add by his own toil to the acquifitions 
of his anceftors, and fecure his memory from neglefl: 
by fome valuable improvement. This can only be 
effefted by looking out upon the waftes of the inteU 
leftual world, and extending the power of learning 
ever regions yet undifciplined and barbarous ^ or by 
flirveying nK>re exaftly her ancient dominions, and 
driving ignorance from the fortreffes and retreats 
where fhe flculks undetefted and undifturbed. Every 
fcience has its difficulties which yet call for folution 
before we attempt new fyftems of knowledge ; as 
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every country has^ its forefts and marfhcs, which it 
would be wife to cultivate and drain, before diftant 
colonies are projefted as a neceffary difcharge of the 
exuberance of inhabitants. 

No man ever yet became great by imitation. 
Whatever hopes for the veneration of mankind muft 
have invention in the defign or the execution ; either 
the effed muft itfelf be new, or the means by which 
it is produced. Either truths hitherto unknown muft 
be difcovered, or thofe which are already known en* 
forced by ftronger evidence, facilitated by clearer 
method, or elucidated by brighter illuftrations. 

Fame cannot fpread wide or endure long that 13 
not rooted in nature, and manured by art. That 
which hopes to refift the blaft of malignity, and ftand 
firm againft the attacks of time, muft contain in it- 
felf fome original principle of growth. The repu- 
tation which arifes from the detail or tranfpofition of 
borrowed fentiments, may fpread for a while, like ivy 
on the rind of antiquity, but will be torn away by 
accident or contempt, and fufFercd to rot unheeded 
on the ground. 
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Numb. 155. Tuesday, September 10, 1751. 

■ Bteriks tranfmfjtmus annoiy 

Hac a'vi mihi prima diej, b^e limina *vSt^^ Stat, 

— Our barren years are pad ; 

Be this of life the firft, «>f fioth the laft. Elphinston, 

NO wcaknefe of the human mind has n^ore fre- 
quently incurred animadverfipn, than the ne- 
gligence with which men overlook their own faults^ 
however flagrant, and the eafinels with which they 
pardon them, however frequently repeated. 

It feems generally believed, that, as the eye canno^ 
fee itfelf^ the nriind ha$ no faculties by which it can 
contemplate its own ftate, and that therefqre we havq 
not means of becoming acquainted with our neaj 
charafters j an opinion which^ like innumerable 
other poftulates, an enquirer finds himfelf inclined 
to admit upon very little evidence, becaufe it affords 
a ready folution of many difficulties. It will explain 
why tjip grcateft abilities frequently fajl tp promote 
the happinefs of thofe who polTefs them j y^hy thpfc 
who can diftinguifh with the i^tmoft picety the boun-: 
daries of vice and virtue, fufFer them to be con- 
founded in their own cqnduft ; why tl^c aftiye and 
vigilant riefign their affairs implicitly to the manage- 
ment of othf^rs } apd why the captions ^nd fearfgj 
rnake hourly approaches towards ruin, without one 
figh of folicitude or ftru^gle for efcape. 

* ^hen 
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When a pofition teems thus with commodious 
confcquences, who can without regret confcfs it ta 
be falfe i Yet it is certain th^t declaimcrs h»vc in- 
4ulge4 a difpofipon to defcribe the dominion of the 
paffions as extended beyond the limits that nature 
^(figned. Self-love is often rather arrogant than 
blind; ii doe? not hide our faults from ourfelves, 
but perfuade? us that they efcape the notice of others, 
and difpofes us to refent cenfures left we fhould 
confefs them to be juft. We are fecretly confcious 
gf defe6t§ and .vices which we hope to conceal front 
the publicic eye, and plpaife ourfelves with innume- 
rable impolltpres^ by which^ in reality, no body is 
deceived* 

In proof of the dimnefs of our internal fight, or 
the general inability of man to determine rightly 
concerning his own charafter, it is common to 
prge the f^ccefs of the mod abfurd and incredible, 
flattery, and the refentment always raifed by advice, 
howevpr fpft, berjevolent, and reafonable. But 
flattery, if its operation be nearly examined, will 
be foupd to o^e its acceptance, not to our ignorance 
but, knowledge of our failures, and to delight us 
rather as it confoles our wants than difplays our 
pofleflions. He that fhall folicit the favour of his 
patron by praifii>g him for qualities which he can 
find in hinifclf, will be dpfeated by the more daring 
panegyrift who crunches him with adfcititious excel- 
lence. Juft praife is only a debt, but flattery is a 
prcfent. The acknowledgment of thofe virtues 
on which confcience congratulates us, is a tribute 
thjit we can at any time exad with confidence ; but 
iJhe celebration of thofe which we only feign, or de- 
fire 
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fire without any vigorous endeavours to attain them, 
is received as a confcflion of fovereignty over re- 
gions never conquered, as a favourable decifion of 
difputable claims, and h more welcome as it is more 
gratuitous. 

Advice is offenfive, liot becaufe it lays us open ta 
unexpefted regret, or convifts us of any fault which 
bad efcaped our notice, but becaufe it fhows us that 
we are known to others as well as to ourfelves ; antj 
the officious monitor is perfecuted with hatred, not 
becaufe his accufation is falfe, but becaufe he affumes 
that fuperiority which we are not willing to grant 
him, and has dared to deteft what we dcfired to 
conceal* 

For this reafon advice is commonly incffcftual. 
If thofe who follow the call of their deiBres, without 
enquiry whither they are going, had deviated igno^' 
rantly from the paths of wifdom, and were rufh* 
ing upon dangers unforefeen, they would readily 
Mften to information that recals them from their 
errors, and catch the firft alarm by which deftruc- 
tion or infamy i^s denounced. Few that wander 
in the wrong way miftake it for the right, they 
only find it more fmooth and flowery, and indulge 
their own choice . father than approve it : thercford 
few are perfuaded to quix it by admonition or rc^ 
proof, fince it imprefTes no new conviftion, nor 
confers any powers of aftion or refiftance. He 
that is gravely informed how foon profufion will 
annihilate his fortune, hears with little advantage 
what he knew before, and catches at the next dc- 
cafion of cxpence, becaufe advice has no force to 
fupprcfs his vanity. He that is told how certainly 

intempe- 
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intemperance will hurry hina to the grave, runs 
with his ufual ipeed to a new courfe of luxury, be- 
caufc his reafon is not invigorated, nor his appetite 
weakened. 

The mifchief of flattery is, not that it perfuades 
any man that he is what he is not, but that it fup- 
preffes the influence of honefl: ambition, by raifing 
an opinion that honour may be gained without the 
toil of merit ; and the benefit of advice arifes com- 
monly, not from any new light imparted to the 
mind, but from the difcovery which it afibrds of the 
publick fufFrages- He that could wi.thftand con- 
fcicncc is frighted at infamy, and fhame prevails 
when reafon was defeated. 

As we all know our own faults, and know them 
commonly with many aggravations which human 
perfpicacity cannot difcover, there is, perhaps, no 
man> however hardened by impudence or difli- 
paced by levity, fheltered by hypocrify or blafted 
by difgrace, who does not intend fome time to 
review his conduct, and to regulate the remainder 
of his life by the laws of virtue. New teinpta-* 
tions indeed attack him, new invitations are offered 
by pleafure and intereft, and the hour of reforma- 
tion is always delayed; every delay gives vice 
another opportunity of fortifying itfelf by habit 1 
and the change of manners, though fincerely in-» 
tended and rationally planned, is referred to the 
time when fome craving paflion fliall be fully gra- 
tified, or fome powerful allurement ceafe its im- 
portunity. 

Thus procraftination is accumulated on pro- 
craftination, and one impediment fucceeds ano* 

thcr. 
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thcr, till age fhatters our refolution, or death inter- 
cepts the projeft of amendment. Such is often the 
end of falutary purpofes, after they have long de* 
lighted the imagination, and appeafcd that difquiet 
which every mind feels from known mifcondudt, 
when the. attention is not diverted by bufincfs or by 
pleafure. 

Nothing furely can be more unworthy of a rea- 
funable nature, than to continue in a ftatc fo op-^ 
pofite to real happinefs, as that all the peace of 
folitude, and felicity of meditation, muft arife from 
refolutions of forfaking it. Yet the world will 
often afFortd examples of men, who pafs months 
and years in a continual war with their own con.- 
vidions, and are daily dragged by habit, or betrayed 
by paflioft, into praftices which they clofed and 
opened their eyes with purpofes to avoid *, purpofes 
which, though fettled on conviftion, the firft im^ 
pulfe of momentary dcfire totally overthrows. 

The influence of cuftom is indeed fuch, that to 
conquer it will require the utmoft efforts of forti- 
tude and virtue i nor can I think any man more 
worthy of veneration and renown, than thofe who 
have burft the (hackles of habitual vice. This 
vidtory however has different degrees of glory as 
of difficulty J it is more heroick as the objefts of 
guilty gratification are more familiar, and the re- 
currence of folicitation more frequent. He that 
from experience of the folly of ambition refigns his 
Qffices, may fet himfclf frpe.at once from tempta- 
tion to fquander his life in courts, becaufe he can-? 
npt regain his former ftation. He who is enflaved 
by an amorous pafFion, may quit bis tyrant in dif-t 
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gull, and abfencc will, without the help of rcafon, 
overcome by degrees the dcfire of returning. But 
thofe appetites to which every place affords their 
proper objeft, and which require no preparatory 
meafures or gradual advancesi are more tenacioufly 
adhefivej the wifli is fo near the enjoyment, that 
compliance often precedes confideration, and before 
the powers of reafon can be fummoned, the time for 
employing them is pall. 

Indolence is therefore one of the vices from which 
thofe whom it once infefts are feldom reformed. 
Every other fpecies of luxury operates upon fome 
appetite that is quickly fatiatcd, and requires fome 
concurrence of art or accident which every place 
will not fupply ; but the defire of eafe ads equal- 
ly at all hours, and the longer it is indulged is 
the more increafed. To do nothing is in every 
man's power; we can never want an opportunity of 
omitting duties. The lapfe to indolence is Ibft and 
imperceptible, becaufe it is only a mere ceflation of 
aftivity i but the return to diligence is difficult, be- 
caufe it implies a change from reft to motion, from 
privation to reality. 

Fact Us defcenfus averni: 
NoSIes at qui dies patet atri janua ditis*, 
Sed Tivocan gradum^ fuptrafque tuadere adauras^ 
HocopuSy hie labor eft. ViRO. 

The 'gates of Hell are open night and day; 

Smooth the defcent, and eafy is the way; 

But to return, and view the cheerful flcics, 

In this the tafk and mighty labour lies. Dryden. 
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Of this vice, as of all others, every man who in- 
dulges it is confcious ; we all know our own ftate, 
if we could be induced to confider it ; and it might 
perhaps be ufeful to the conqueft of all thefc en- 
fnarers of the mind, if at certain ftated days life was 
reviewed. Many things neceffary are omitted, be- 
caufe we vainly imagine that they may be always 
performed 5 .and what cannot be done without pain 
will for ever be delayed, if the tirtie of doing it be 
left unfettled. No corruption is great but by long 
negligence, which can fcarcdy prevail in ai mind 
regularly and frequently awakened by periodical 
remorfe. He that thus breaks his life into parts,^ 
will find in himfelf a defire to diftinguifti every ftagc 
of his exiftence by feme improvement, and delight 
himfelf with the approach of the day ofrecoUeftion, 
as of the time which is to begin a new feries of vir- 
tueand felicity* 
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Numb. 156. Saturday, September 14, 1751. 

Nttftquam aliud natura^ aliud fapientia dicit. Jur. 

For Wifdom ever echoes Nature's voice. 

EVERY government, fay the politicians, is per- 
petually degenerating towards corruption, from 
which it muft be refcued at certain periods by the 
rcfufcitation of its firft principles, and the re-efta- 
bliftiment of its original conftitution. Every ani- 
mal body, according to the methodick phyficians, 
is, by the predominance of fome exuberant quality, 
continually declining towards difcafe and death, 
which muft be obviated by a feafonable rcduftion of 
the peccant humour to the juft equipoife which health 
requires^ 

In the fame manner the ftudies of mankind, all at 
leaft which, not being fubjeft to rigorous demonftra- 
tion, admit the influence of fancy and caprice, are 
perpetually tending to error and confufion- Of the 
great principles of truth which the firft fpeculatifts 
difcovered, the fimplicity is embarrafled by ambi- 
tious additions, or the evidence'obfcurcd by inac- 
curate argumentation ; and as they defcend from one 
fucceffion of writers to^ another, like light tranfmitted 
from room to room, they lofe their ftrength and 
fplendour, and fade at laft in total evanefcence. 

The fyftems of learning therefore muft be fome- 
times reviewed, complications analyfed into prin- 
ciples, and knowledge difen tangled from opinion. 
6 It 
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It is not always poflible, without a clofe infpcftiony 
to fcparate the genuine Ihoots of confequential rca- 
foning, which grow out of fomc radical poftulate^ 
from the branches which art has jgrafted on it. 
The accidental prefcriptions of authority, when time 
has procured them veneration, are often confounded 
with the laws of nature, and thofe rules are fuppofed 
coeval with reafon, of which the firft rife cannot be 
difopvered. 

Criticifm has fometimes permitted fancy to dic- 
tate the laws by which fancy ought to be reltrained, 
and fallacy to perplex the principles by which fal- 
lacy is to be dctefted ; her fuperintendence of others 
has betrayed her to negligence of herfelf; and, like 
the ancient Scythians^ by extending her conquefts 
over dirt ant regions, fhc has left her throne vacant 
to her flavcs. 

Among the laws of which the defire of extend- 
ing authority/ or ardour of promoting knowledge, 
has prompted the prefcription, all^ which writers 
have received, had not the fame original right to 
dur regard. Some are to be confidered as funda- 
niental and indifpenfable, others only as ufeful and 
convenient ; fome as diftated by reafon and necef- 
fity, fotliers as enafted by defpotick antiquity; 
fome as invincibly fupported by t'heir conformity 
to the order of nature and operations of the Intel- 
left ; others as formed by accident, or inftituted by 
example, and therefore always liable to difpute and 
alteration. *" 

That many rules have been advanced without 
confulting nature or reafon, we cannot' but fufped, 
when we find it peremptorily decreed by the ancient 

mafters. 
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mailers, ihat only three /peaking perfonages Jhould ap^ 
^ar at once upon tbeftage^ a law which, as the variety, 
and intricacy of modern plays has made it impoffible 

2 be obfervcd, we now violate without fcruple, and, 
experience proves, without inconvenience. 
The original of this precept was merely accidental. 
'Tragedy was a monody or folitary fong in honour of 
Bacchus J improved afterwards into a dialogue by the 
additk)n of another fpeaker^ but the ancients, re- 
membering that the tragedy was at firft, pronounced 
only by one, durfl: not for fomc time venture beyond 
two J at laft, when cuftom and impunity had made 
them daring, they extended their liberty to the ad- 
miffion of three, but reftrained themfelvcs by a cri- 
tical edift from further exorbitance. 
. By' what accident the number of afts was limited 
to five, I know not that any author has informed 
us ; but certainly it is not determined by any necef- 
fity arifing either from the nature of adlion or pro- 
priety of exhibition. An adl is only the reprefenta- 
tion of fuch a part of the bufincfs of the play as pro- 
ceeds in an unbroken tenor, or without any inter- 
mediate paufe. Nothing is more evident than that 
of every real, and by confequenee of every dramatick 
action, the intervals may be more or fewer than five ; 
and indeed the rule is upon the Englijb ftage every 
day broken in effeft, without any other mifchiefthan 
that which arifes from an abfurd endeavour to ob- 
iervc it in appearance. Whenever the fcene is Ihifted 
the aft ceafes, fince fome time is.neceflarily fuppofed 
to elapfe while the perfonages of the drama change 
their place. 
Vol. VII. H With 
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With fto greater fight to o\ir obedience have the 

criticks confined the dramatick action to a certain 

nunibef of hoursv Probabilitf reqinres that the time 

tof aAioR Aoutd approach fboiewliat nearly to that 

tf exhibition^ and thofe plays will always be thought 

nioft happily eonduftcd which crowd the greatcft 

, \ variety into the leaft %acc. But fmce it will fire* 

I qucntiy happen that Ibme dclufion nauft be admitted, 

1. 1 know aot where the limits of imagination can be 

I fixed. It is rarely obferved that mrndsy not prepot- 

iefied by nnechanical criticifm^ feel any offence from 

the extcnfion of the intervals between the a€ts j nor 

cam I coflceire it abfurd or impol&ble, that he who 

-can multiply three hours into twelve or twe»ty-four^ 

/ might image with e(|uai eafc a greater inamben 

, I ki^ow not whether he that profefies to regard no 
other laws than thofe of nature, will- not be inClinfed 
to receive tragi-comedy to his protection, wh^m,^ 
however generally condemned, her own laurels have 
h:itherto fhaded from the fulminations of crfticifei% 
For what is there in tJie mingled drama which im- 
partial reafon can condemn ? The comieHdon of ihi*- 
poitant with trivial incidents^ fince it is ndt ontf 
common but perpetual in the World, may furefybe 
allowed upon the ftage> which pretends only t^ be 
the mirrour of life. The impropriety of fiippfefl&ng 
paffions before we have raifed them to the intetided 
agitation, and of diverting the e«pe6i:ado»i from an 
event which we keep f^fpcnded only to raift it, J««iy 
fee fpecioufly urged. But will not experience ftiew 
this objcaion to be rather fubtle than jtA ? Is ft iibt 
certain chat the tragick and comick aSe£tian& T^KVe 

tteu 
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been moved alternately iwith equal force, and that no 
plays have oftener filled the eye with tears, and the 
breaft with palpitation, than thofe which are varie- 
gated with interludes of mirth ? 

I do not however think it fafe to judge of worl^$ ^ 
of genius merely by the event* The rcfiftlefs vicif-l 
litudes of the heart, this alternat-e prevalence of mer-| 
Hment and folemnity, may foitietimes be more pro-; 
perly afcribed to the vigour of the writer than thc^ 
juflnefs of the defign : and inftead of vindicating 
tragi-comedy by the fuccefs of Sbake/peare, we ought; 
perhaps to pay new honours to that tranfcendent and 
unboimdcd genius that could prefide over the paf-i 
lions in fport ; who, to a&uate the affeftions, needed \ 
not the^flow gradation of common means, but could 
fill the -heart with inftantaneous jollity or forrow, 
and vary our difpoBtion as he changed his fcenes. I \ 
Perhaps the effeds even of Shake/peare's poetry might 1 \ 
have been yet greater, had he not countcraftcd him- 
felf ; and we might have been more intercftcd in the \ 
diftreffes of his heroes, had we not been fo frequent- 
ly diverted by the jokes of his buffoons. 

There are other rules more fixed and obligatory. 
It is neceflary that of every play the chief aftion \ 
ihould be fingle j for fince a play reprefents fome 
tranfa&ion, through its regular maturation to its final 
event, two aftions equally important muft evidently 
conftitute two plays. 

As the defign of tragedy is to inftruft by moving 
the paffions, it muft always have a hero, a perfon- 
age apparently and ificonteftably fuperior to the reft, 
upon whom the attention may be fixed, and the 
anxiety fufpendcd. For though of two pcrfons op- 

H 2 pofing 
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pofing each other with equal abilities and equal vir- 
tue, the auditor will inevitably in time choofe his fa- 
vourite, yet as that choice muft be without any co- 
gency of convidion, the hopes or fears which it raifes 
will be faint and languid. Of two heroes a6ling in 
confederacy againft a common enemy, the virtues or 
dangers will give little emotion, becaufe each claims 
our concern with the fame right, and the heart lies 
at reft between equal motives. 

It ought to be the firft endeavour of a writer to 
diftinguifli nature from cuftom; or that which is efta- 
bliflied becaufe it is right, from that which is right 
only becaufe it is eftablifhed ; that he may neither 
violate effential principles by a defire of novelty, nor 
debar himfelf from the attainment of beauties within 
his view, by a neiedlefs fear of breaking rules which 
no literary dictator had authority to ena£t. 
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Numb. 157. Tuesday, Septemer 17, 1751,. 

F»7»cr«»9 i a»i^aq fuya aUrreu v^ wUvtaiu HoM* 

Shame greatlj hurts or greatly helps mankind. 

Elphinston. 

To the RAMBLER. 

S I R, 

THOUGH one of your correfpondents has 
prefumcd to mention with fomc contiempt 
that prefence of attention and eafinefs of addrefs, 
which the polite have long agreed to celebrate and 
cfteem, yet I cannot be perfuaded to think them un- 
worthy of regard or cultivation j but am inclined to 
believe that, as we feldom value rightly what we have 
never known the mifery of wanting, hi^judgment has 
been vitiated by his happinefs ; and that a natural 
exuberance of affurance has hindered him from dif* 
covering its excellence and ufe. 

This felicity, whether beftowed by conftitution, 
or obtained by early habitudes, I can fcarcely con- 
template without envy. I was bred under a man of 
learning in the country, who inculcated nothing but 
the dignity of knowledge, and the happinefs of vir-. 
tue. By frequency of admonition, and confidence of 
aflertion, he prevailed upon me to believe, that the 
fplendour of literature would always attract reve- 
rence, if not darkened by corruption. .1 therefore 
purfued my ftudies with inceffant indgftry, and 
avoided every thing which I had been taught to con- 

H 3 fider 



Digitized by 



Google 



to% THE RAMBLER, N* i^, 

fidcr either as vicious or tending to vice, becaufc I 
regarded guilt and reproach as infeparablyunited,ai^d 
thought a tainted reputation the greateft calamity. 

At the univerfity, I found no reafon for changing 
my opinion; for though many among rny fellow* 
ftudents took the opportunity of a more renriift cKf- 
cipline to gratify their paflTions ; yet yirtue prefcrvcd 
her natural fuperiority, and thofe who ventured to 
negleft, were not fuffered to infult her. The ambi- 
tion of petty accomplilhments found its way into the 
receptacles of learning, but was ohferved to feizc 
commonly ort thofe who either negle&ed the fcience^ 
or could not attain them i and I was therefore con- 
firmed in the doftrines of my old mafter, and thought 
nothing worthy of my care but the means of gaining 
or imparting knowledge. 

This purity of manners, and intenfeaefs of appli-> 
cation, foon extended my renownj^ and I was ^fh 
plauded by thofe, whofe opinion I then thought un- 
likely to deceive me, as a young man that gave ua-» 
common hopes of future eminence. My perform- 
ances in time reached my native province, ^nd my 
relations congratulated themfclvcs. upon the new 
honours that were added to their family. 

I returned home covered with academical laurels^ 
and fraught with criticifm and philofophy. The wit 
and the fcholar excited curiofity, and my acquaint* 
ance was folicited by innumerable invitations. To 
pleafe will always be the wifh of benevolence, to be 
admired muft be the conftant aim of ambition ; atid 
I therefore confidered myfelf as about to receive the 
reward of my honeft labours, and to fUidthe efficacy 
of learning and of virtue, , 

The 



Digitized by 



Google 



N«i57. THE RAMBLER; toa 

The third day after my arrival I dined at the houfe 
of a gentlemnn who had fummoned a multitude of 
his friends to the annlial celebration of his wedding* 
day. I fet forward with great exultation^ and thought 
myfelfhappy thati had an opportunity of difplaying 
my knowledge to fo numerous an affcmbly. I felt 
no fcnfe of my own infufficicncy, till' going up ftaira 
to the dining-room, I heard the mingled roar of ob-^ 
ftreperous merriment. I was however difgufted ra- 
ther than terrified, and went forward without dejec- 
tion. The whole company rofe at my entrance ^ but 
when I faw fo many eyes fixed^ at once upon rn^f 
I was blaftcd with a fudden imbecility, I was quell* 
ed by fome n^mclefs power which I found impoffible 
to be refitted. My fight was dazzled, my cheeks 
glowed, my perceptions were confounded i I waa 
harafled by the multitude of eager falutations, gnd 
returned the common civilities with hefitation and 
impropriety j the fenfe of my own blunders increafed 
my confpfioU^ and before the exchange of ceremo- 
nies allowed me to fit down, I ws^s ready to fink un« 
der the oppreflion of furprizes my voice grew weak, 
fuid my knees tr<^mbled. 

The aflembly then refumed their places, and I fat 
yifith my eyes fixed upon the ground. To the que- 
ftions of curiofity, or the appeals of complaifance, I 
could feldom anfwer but with negative monofylla- 
bles, or prpfeflSons of ignorance j for the fuhjefts on 
which they converted,, were fuch as are feldom dif-^ 
cufled in books, and were therefore out of my range 
pf knowledge. At length V\ old clergyman, whq 
rightly conjeftured the reafon of my concifenefs, re-r 
lieved mfi by fome queftions about the prefent (later 
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of natural knowledge, and engaged me by an ap- 
pearance of ddubt and oppofition, in the explication 
and defence of the Newtonian philofophy. 

The confcioufnefs of my own abilities roufed me 
from deprcffion, and long familiarity with my fub- 
ytd enabled me to difcourfe with eafe and volubility; 
but however I might pleafe myfelf, I found very lit- 
tle added by my demonftrations to the fatisfaftion of 
the company and my antagonift, who knew the laws 
of convcrfation too well to detain their attention long 
upon an unpleafmg topick, after he had commended 
my acutenefs and comprehenfion, difmifled the con- 
troverfy, and refigned mc to my former infignifi- 
cance and perplexity. 

After dinner, I received from the ladies, who had 
heard that I was a wit, an invitation to the tea-table. 
I congratulated myfelf upon an opportunity to cfcapc. 
from the company, whofc gaiety began to be tumul- 
tuous, and among whom fcveral hints had been 
dropped of the ufeleffncfs of univerfities, the folly of 
book-learning, and the awkwardncfsof fcholars. To 
the ladies therefore I flew, as to a refuge from cla- 
mour, infult, and rufticity j but found my heart fink, 
as I approached their apartnrient, and was again dif- 
concerted by the ceremonies of entrance, and con- 
founded by the neceffity of encountering fo many 
eyes at once. 

When I fat down I confidered that fonriething 
pretty was always faid to ladies, and refolved to re- 
cover my credit byfome elegant obfervation or grace- 
ful compliment. I applied myfelf to the recolle(Stion 
of all that I had read or heard in praife of beauty, 
and endeavoured to accommodate fome claflical com- 
pliment 
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pliment to the prefent occafion. I funk into pro^ 
found meditation, revolved the charaders of the he- 
roines of old, confidered whatever the poets have 
fung in their praife, and after having borrowed and 
invented, chofen and rejefted a thoufand fentiments, 
Svhich, if I had uttered them, would not have been 
underftood, I was awakened from my dream of learn- 
ed gallantry, by the fervant who diftributed the tea. 

There are not many fituations more inceflantly 
uneafy than that in which the man is placed who is 
watching an opportunity to fpeak, without courage 
to take it when it is offered, and who, though he 
refolves to give a fpecimcij of his abilities, always 
finds fome reafon or other for delaying it to the next 
minute. I was aftiamed of filence, yet could find 
nothing to fay of elegance or importance equal to my 
wifhes. The ladies, afraid of my learning, thought 
themfelves not qualified to propofe any fubjeft of 
prattle to a man fo famous for difpute, and there was 
nothing on either fide but impatience and vexation. 

In this confii£t of fhame, as I was reaflembling 
my fcattered feritiments, and, refolving to force my 
imagination to (bme fprightly fally, had jufl found a 
very happy compliment, by too much attention to 
my own meditations, I fufFered the faucer to drop 
from my hand. The cup was broken, the lap-dog 
was fcalded, a brocaded petticoat was ftained, and the 
whole aficmbly was thrown into diforder. I now con- 
fidered all hopes of reputation as at an end, and 
while they were confoling and affiiling one anotherj 
ftole away in filence. 

The mifadventures of this unhappy day arc not yet 
at an end -, I am afraid of meeting the meaneft of 

them 
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(them that triumphed over me in this ftatc of ftupi^ 
dity and contempt, and feci the fame terrors en- 
croaching upon my heart at the fight of thpfe who 
have once imprefled them. Shame, above any other 
paffion, propagates itfelf. Before thofc who have 
feen me confufcd, I can never appear without new 
confufion, and the remembrance of the weaknefs 
which I formerly difcovered, hinders me from afting 
or Ipeaking with my natural force. 

But is this mifery, Mr. Ranfbler^ never to ceafe ? 
have I fpent my life }n ftudy only to become the fport 
of the ignorant, and debarred myfelf frorn all the 
common enjojrments of youth to coUeft ideas whicl^ 
muft fleep in filence, and form opinions which I muft 
pot divulge ? Inform me, dear Sir, by what means I 
may refcue my faculties from thefe fhackles of cow- 
ardice, how I may rife to a level with my fellow-be- 
ings, recal myfelf from this languor of involuntary 
fubjeftion to the free exertion of my intcUefts, and 
,^dd to the pow^r pf reafoning the liberty of fpeech. 

I am, SIR, &c. 

VERECUNDULUS, 
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Numb. 158. Saturday, September 21^ ^7Sh 

Crammatici cfrfanf, et adhuc fuh judice lis eft» HoUr 

— Cridcks yet contend, 
^n4 of their vain difputings find no end. Fhakcii* 

CRITICISM, though dignified from the car- 
}ieft ages by the labours of men eminent for 
knowledge and fag^city, and, fince the revival of 
polite literature, the favourite ftudy of European 
fcholars, has not yet attained the certainty and 
ftability of fcience. The rules hitherto received^ h 
arc feldom drawn from any fettled principle or \ 
Iclf-cvident poftulate, or adapted to the natural 
and invaris^ble conftitution of things \ ^ut will be 
found upon examination the arbitrary edicts of Ic* 
giflators, authorifed only by thcmfelves, who, out; 
of various means by which the fame end may 
be s^ttained, fele6ted fuch as happened to occur 
to their own reflexion, and then, by a law which 
idlenefs and timidity were too willing to obey, I 
prohibited new experiments of wit, rcflraincd fancy 
from the indulgence of her innate inclination to 
hazard and adventure, and condemned all future 
flights of gci>ius to purfue the path of the Meonian 
eagle. 

This authority may be more juftly oppofed, as it 
IS apparently derived from them whom they endea- 
vour CO conttoul y for we owe few of the rules of 

writing 
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Ivritirrg to the acutenefs of criticks, who have ge- 
nerally no other merit than that, having read the 
works of great authors with attention, they have ob- 
ferved the arrangement of their matter, or the graces 
of their expreflion, and then expcfted honour and 
reverence for precepts which they never could have 
/ invented : fo that pradice has introduced rules, ra- 
ther than rules have direfted praftice. 

For this reafon the laws of every fpecies of writ- 
ing have been fettled by the ideas of him who firft 
raifed it to reputation, without enquiry whether 
his performances were not yet fufceptible of improvie- 
ment. The excellencies and faults of celebrated 
writers have been equally recommended to pofterity; 
and fo far has blind reverence prevailed, that even 
the number of their books has been thought worthy 
ofimitation^ 

The imagination of the firft authors of lyrick 
poetry was vehement and rapid, and their know- 
ledge various and extenfive. Living in an age 
when fcience had been little cultivated, and when 
the minds of their auditors, not being accuftomed 
to accurate infpeftion, were eafily dazzled by glaring 
ideas, they applied themfelves to inftruft, rather by 
fliort fentences and ftriking thoughts, than by re- 
gular argumentation -, and finding attention more 
fuccefsfully excited by fudden fallies and unexpected 
exclamations, than by the more artful and placid 
beauties of methodical deduftion, they loofed their 
genius to its own courfe, paffed from one fentiment 
to another without exprefling the intermediate ideas, 
and roved at large over the ideal world with fuch 

lightnefs 
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lightnefs and agility, that their footftcps are fcarcely 
to be traced. 

From this accidental peculiarity of the ancient 
writers the criticks deduce the rules of lyrick poetry, 
which they have fet free from all the laws by which 
other compofitions are confined, and allow to negleft 
the niceties of tranfition, to ftart into remote digref- 
fions, and to wander without reftraint from one fcene 
of imagery to another. 

A writer of later times has, by the vivacity of his 
cflays, reconciled mankind to the fame licentiouf- 
nefs in fhort diflertations ; and he therefore who 
wants (kill to form a plan, or diligence to purfue 
it, needs only entitle his performance an effay, to 
acquire the right of heaping together the colleftions 
of half his life, without order, coherence, or pro- 
priety. 

In writing, as in life, faults are endured without \ 
difguft when they are affociated with tranfcendent 
merit, and may be fometimes recommended to 
weak judgments by the luftre which they obtain 
from their union with excellence ; but it is the bufi- 
nefs of thofe who prefume to fuperintend the tafte 
or morals of mankind, to feparate delufive combi- 
nations, and diftinguilh that which may be praifed 
from that which can only be excufed* As vices 
never promote happinefs, though when overpowered 
by more aftive and more numerous virtues, they 
cannot totally . deftroy it; fo confufion and irregu- 
tarity produce no beauty, though they cannot always 
ob'ftruft the brightnefs of genius and learning. To 
proceed from one truth to another, and connect dif- 
tant propofitions by regular confequences, is the 

great 
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great prerogative of man. Independent and nncon- 
nefked fentiments flafhing upon the mind in quick 
iucceffion> may, for a time^ delight by their noyeltyi 
but they differ from fyftematical reafbningj as fingle ' 
notes from harmony^ as glances of lightning from 
the radiance of the fun. 

When rules are thus drawn, rather from prece- 
dents than reafon^ there is danger not only fronoi 
the faults of an author, but from the errors of 
thofe who criticife his works ; fince they may often 
miflead their pupils by falfe reprefentations, as the 
Cicerottians of the fixteenth century wete betraycfd 
into barbarifms by corrupt Copies of their darling 
writefi 

It is eftablifhed at prefent, that the proemial lines 
of a poem, in which the general fubje£t is propofed, 
muft be void of glitter and embellifhment^ " The 
«* firft lines of Pdradife Lofty^* fays Addifon^ " arc 
^^ perhaps as plain, fimple, and unadorned, as any 
^^ of the whole poem, in which particulaf the author 
.*^ has conformed himfelf to the example of Horner^ 
" and the precept of Horace'^ 

This obfervation feems lo have been made by an 
implicit adoption of the common opinion, without 
confideration either of the precept or examj^le. 
Had Horace been cpnfulted, he would have ^bccn 
found to direft only what (hould be comprifed in the 
propofition, not how it ihould be exprelTed, and to 
have commended Homer in oppofition to a meaner 
poet, not for the gradual elevation of his diftion, 
but the judicious expanfion of his plan ; for difplay^ 
ing unpromifed events, not for producing unexpeSed 
ttegancics. 

mm^^S fecit/a 
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, tdmi^Mten ScyUamque^ & turn Cyclopi Cbarjldlm. 

But frditi a clocid of Tixfoke ht breaks to lights 

And pours his fpedoQS miracks t<» fight ; 

Jntiphates his hidt^oiis festft devours^ 

df^ryMis hs^k^i zni Polyphemus rci2itS4 fiiAMfctt. 

If the exordial verfcs of Homer be compared with 
thfC reft of the poetn, they will not appear remark- 
able for plainnefs or Simplicity, but rather eminently 
adorned and illuminated. 

12«AXi»» I* ^yd^A^nw l^y -« rf #»» t^ ton tyfti 
Oo)^ ^* oy h v6fnji eidcv ciXyea of xala BuftZff 

NiliriM et itaortf 0o9q i iri^ioi^ i}f^ioio 

The many for wifdom'S various arts renown'df^ 

Long cxercis'd in woes, O mufe ! refound. 

Who, when his arms had wrought the deftin*d M\ 

Of facred Troy^ and raz*d her heav'n-built wall, 

Wand'ring from clime to clime obfcrvant ftray^d^ 

Their manners notedy and their ftates furvey'd. 

On ftormy feas unnumber'd toils he bore. 

Safe with his friends to gain-iiis natal (hore : 

Vain toils ! their impious folly dar^d to prey 

On herds, devoted to the god of day ; 

The god vindictive doom'd them never more 

(Ah men unblefsM) to touch that natal ihore. 

O fnatch fome portion of thefe a£ls from iate^ 

Celeftial mufe ! and to our world relate, Popt« 
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The firft ycrfesof the Iliad are in likemanncr par- 
ticularly fplendid, and the propofition of the Eneid 
clofes with dignity and magnificence not often to be 
found even in the poetry of Virgil. 

The intent of the introdu6lion is to raife expeda- 
tion^ and fufpend it ; fonlething thefefore mull be 
difcovered, and fomething concealed; and the poet, 
<while the fertility of his invention is yet unknown, 
may properly recommend himfelf by the grace of his 
language. . 

He that reveals too much, or promifes too little; 
he that never irritates the intelleftual appetite, or 
that immediately fatiates it, equally defeats his own 
purpofe. It is neceflary to the pleafure of the reader, 
that the events fhould not be anticipated, and how 
then can his attention be invited, but by grandeur 
of expreffion ? 
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KuMB. 159. Tuesday, September 24, 1751. 

tuwt njirha tt ^ociSf peiius hunc knin dolorem 

Ptjffis it magnam morii dep^tri partem. HpR* 

The pow'r of words, and foothmg foundsrappcaft 

Tbe raging pain* and Men the difeafe. F&ANCit. 

THE imbecility with Which V&ecundulus com- 
plains that the prefence of a numerous af- 
fcrhbly freezes his faculties^ is particularly incident 
to the ftudious part of mankind^ whofe education 
neccflarily fccludc3 thttm in their earlier years from 
mingled convtrfe, till at their difmiffion from 
fchools and academies they plunge at ottce into the 
tufliult of the world, and coming forth from the 
gloom of folitude are overpowered by tfhe blaze of 
publick life. 

It is perhaps kindly provided by Aature, that, as 
the feathers and ftrength of a bird grow together, 
and her wings are not completed till ihe is able to 
fly, fo fdmc proportion fliould be preferved in the 
human kind between judgment and courage; the 
precipitation of inexperience is therefore reftraincd 
by (hame, and we remain fhacklcd by timidity, till 
wc have learned to fpeak and aft with propriety, 

I believe few can review the days of their youth, 
without recolle&ing temptations, which fhame, ra- 
ther than yirtuc, enabled them to refift j and opi- 
nions which, however erroneous in their principles, 
Voi..VIIt I and 
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and dangerous in their confcqucnces, they have pant^, 
cd to advance at the hazard of contempt and hatred, 
vrhcTt they found themfelves irrefiftibly depreffed by 
a languid anxiety^ which feized them at the monient 
of utterance, and ftill gathered ftrength from their 
endeavours to refift it. 

It generally happens that aflurance keeps an €ven 
pace with ability, and the fear of mifcajrriage^ which 
hinders our firft attempts, is gradually diflipated ^^ 
our fkill advances towards certainty of fuccefs^ 
That bafhfulnefs therefore which prevents di%r^e^ 
that fhort and temporary fhame, which fecures us 
from the danger of lafting reproach, cannot be pro« 
perly counted among our misfortunes* 

Baflifulnefsj however it may incommode for ^ 
momentj fcarcely ever produces evils of long con- 
tinuance i it may flufli the cheek, flutter in the heart, 
deje& the eyes, and enchain the tongue, but its mif- 
chicfs foon pafs off without remembrance. It may 
fometimes exclude pleafure, but feldoni opens any 
avenue to forrow or remorfe. It is obferved fome* 
where, that few have relented of having forborne tcf 
ffeak. 

To excite oppofition, and inflame malcvolcace, i$ 
the unhappy privilege of courage made arrogant by 
confcioufnefs of ftrength. No man finds in him-^ 
felf any inclination to attack or oppofc him who 
confeffes his fuperiority by blufhing in his pre- 
fence. Qualities exerted with apparent fcarfulnefs^ 
receive - applaufe from every voice, and fupporC 
from every hand. Diffidence may check refolu^ 
tion and obftruft performance, but compenfates \t9 
cmbarraiTments by more important advantages ; k 
6 conciliates 
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«tiT)r fiom »cdieiiee> an^ cenfore Iram mifctr*^ 
iriage« 

It may indeed happen tiiac knowledge and virtufc 
Remain teoknig conge^ed by this frigorifick power» 
a$ tj»^ principles of v^tarioA arc foiaetimei ob* 
ftra6i;ed by lingering frofts. He that enters late 
into a publick ftationi though with ali the abiHties 
re^fite to th^ difcbarge of hin duty^ will find hit 
powers at fifft impeded by a timidity which he him« 
ftU knows to be vicious^ and muft ftruggle long 
againft de}ed:ion and rdu^tancC) before he obtains 
the full comni;i^and of his oWn attention^ and adds thm 
gracefulness of eafe to the dignity of merit. 

For chi« difeafe of the ftund I know not whether 
any remedies of much efficacy can be found. To 
advife a man unaccuftomcd to the eyes of multi« 
tudes to mount a tribunal without perturbation^ ta 
tell him whoTe life has pafled in the (hades of con* 
templation^ that he muft not be difconcerted or 
pcrple!xed in receiving and returning the compli- 
ments of a fplendid afTembly^ is to advife an inha* 
bitant of Br^l or Sumatra not to fhiver at an Englijhi 
tvintcr, or him who has always lived upon a plain to 
look; from a precipice without eriiotion* It is to 
Aippofe cuftom inftantancoufly controllable by rea- 
foni and to endeavour to communicate by precepS 
that which only time and habit can beftow. . 
• He that hopes by philpfophy and contemplation 
tfione to fortify himfelf againft that awe which all^ 
sot their firfl: appearance t)n the ftage of lifc, mult 
fbel from the fp^d£bat(Mis, will, at the hour of need, 
be jtnocked by his refoluckm ; and I 4oubt irhettM* 

Is die 
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the preTervatlves wbkh P/^/o related Alcibiades to 
Jiave recciired frdm^^'krii/^/y.when he wasaboui to 
Ipeak in publick, proved fufficient to fecure htm 
from the powerful fafcifiation« 

Yet as the effedks of time may by art arid intduftrf 
be accelerated or retarded^ it cannot be improiper to 
confider how this troublefome inftinft may be op** 
pofed when it e^iceeds its juft proportioni and in« 
ftead of reprefling petulance and temerity, filences 
eloquence, and debilitates force ; fin'ce, though it 
cannot be hoped that anxiety fhould be immediately 
diffipated^ it may be at lead fomewhat abated i and 
the paffions will operate with lefs violence, when 
reafon rifes againft them, than while Ihe either flum« 
bcrs In neutrality, or, miftaking her inte^ft, lends 
them her affiftancck 

No caufe more frequently prodilCfes tafliftilnefi 
than too high an (^pinion of our own imp04^tance« 
He that imagines ail aflembly filled with his merit, 
pantiftgi/^rith expeftatioft, and hufhed with attention,, 
cafily terrifies himfelf with the dread of difappoint- 
ing them, and Itraids his imagination in purfuit of 
fomething that may vindicate the veracity of fame, 
and Ihew that his reputation was not gained by 
chance. He conliders, that what he fball fay or da 
will never be forgotten ; that renoivn or infamy are 
fufpendcd upon every fyllable, and that nothing 
oug^t to fall from him which will not bear the tclt 
of time. Under fuch folicitude, who can wonder 
that the miqd is overwhelmed, and by ftrugglFng 
with attempts above her ftrength, quickly finks into 
l^pguifinn^nt an4 ^efpondency f . 

• ^ ' The 
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The moft ufeful medicines are often unplcafing 
tb the tafte, Thofe who arc pppreffcd by their own 
i:fputationj will perhaps not bi: comforted by hear* 
ing that their cares are unneceffary. But the truth 
i§^ .that no man i§ much Regarded by the reft of the 
world. He th« cpnfiders How little he dwells upon 
the condition of athers, will learn how little tte at- 
tention of others is attra6ted by himfclf- While we 
fee multitudes paffing before us, of whom perhaps ^ 
iot one appears to dcferve our nqtifce, or cixcite ouf 
fympathy, we fhoqld ^member, that we likfwifc 
are loft in the, fame throng i that the eye which hape\ 
pens to glance upon us is turned in a moqtnent on 
bim that follows us, ajid that the utmoft which wc 
^n reafonably hope or fear> i^ to^fUl a vacant hp^ir 
with prattle, aad be forgotten^ 
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NtJMB. i6ot Satitrday, Septcmher a^^ 1751, 

9eafts of ea^k kind theip ifeilows if9^ | 
Be^r lives ia anaiti: viUi bcw, 

•^ npHE world/' fkys i^?^> •* h« people of all 
A *^ forts/^ : As in the gcwral hurry pro- 
duced by the fuperflukie^ of fome, an4 ndcc(fities oC 
othcrSf no man. aeed& to^ (land Aill for want of em** 
ploymenfj % in the innumernble gradations of abi« 
lity^-aMjendieAt varieties of ftudy and inclitiation, 
no employment can be vaCfUit lor want of a tMXk 
qualified to difchargc it« 

Such is probably the natural ftate of the univerfc^ 
but it is fo much deformed by intereft and paffion,that; 
the benefit of this adaptation of men to things is not 
always perceivedt The folly or indigence of thofb 
who fet their fervices to fale, inclines them to boaft of 
qualifications which they do not pofTefSj^ and attempt 
bufinefs which they do not undcrftand; and they who 
have the power of affigning to others the tafk of life, 
are feldom honeft or feldom happy in their nomina* 
tiqns;* ^Patrons are corrupted by avarice^ cheated by 
credulity, or overpowered by refiftlcfs folicitation^ 
They are fometimes too ftrongly influenced by honeft 
prejudices of friendlhip>or the prevalence of virtuous 
compaffion. For, whatever cool reafon may direft, 
it is not eafy for^a man "ot tender and fcrupulous 
goodnefs to overlook the immediate cfFfd of his own 

a^ions^i 
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nftions, by turning his eyes upon remoter confequcn- 
ces, and to do that which muft give prcfcnt pain, for 
the fake of obviating evil yet unfelt, or fecuring ad- 
vantage in time to come. What is diftant is in itfdf 
ebfcure, and, wheji we have no wiih to fee it, eafilyi 
efcapes our notice, or takes fuch a form as defirc of 
imagination beftows upon iu 

Every man might for the fame reafon^ in the mul- 
titudes that fwarm about him, find fome kindred 
mind with which he could unite in confidence am! 
friendihip 5 yet we fee many draggling fingle. about 
the world, unhappy for want of an aflbciate, and 
p'lnmg with the necefiity of confining their fcnti- 
ments to their own bofpms. 

This inconvenience arifts in like mannet frotp 
ftruggles of the will againft the underftandlrig. It 
is not often difficult to find a fuitable companion, 
if every man would be content with flich as he is 
qualified to pleaft. But if vanitjr tempts him to 
forfake his rank, arid poft himfelf among thofe witfi 
whom no common intercft or mutual pleafurc can 
ever unite him, he muft always live in a ftate of un- 
fecial ffcparation, without tendemefs and without truft^ 

There are many natures which can never ap^ 
proach within a certain diftance, and which, when 
any irregular motive impels them towards contaft, 
leem to ftart back from each other by fome in^in* 
cible repulfion* There are others which- immedi-* 
atcly cohere whenever they come into the reach of 
mutual attraction, and with very little formality of 
preparation mingle intimately as foon as they meet. 
Every man, whom cither bufinefs: or curiofity hat 
riirown at lar^c into the world, will recoUeft many 
. I 4 inftances 
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inftances of fondncfs and diflike, which have forced 
themfelvcs upon him without the intervention of his 
judgment; of difpofitions to court fome and avoid 
cther3^ when he could aflign no reafon for the pre- 
ference, or none adequate to the violence of his 
paiGons ; of influence that aded inftantaneoufly upon 
his mind, and which no arguments or perfuafions 
could ever overcome. 

Among thofe with whom time and intercourfo 
have made us familiar, we feel our affedions di-! 
vided in different proportions without much regard 
to moral or intcUedtual merit. Every m^n knows 
fome whom he fannot induce h;mfelf to truft, thougl> 
hd has no reafon to fufpeft that they would betray 
him} thofe to whom he cannot complain', though 
he never obferved them to want compaflion; thofe 
in whofe prefence he never can be gay, though ex- 
cited by invitations to mirth and freedoni ; and chofe 
from whom he cannot be content to receive inftruc- 
tion, though they never infulted his ignorance by 
contempt or oftent^tion. 

That much regard is to be ha^ tp thofe inftinfts 
of kindnefs and diflike, or that reafon fhould blindly 
follow them, I am far froni intending to inculcate:'' 
It is very certain that by indulgence y/e niay give 
them ftrwgth which they have not from nature, and 
almpft every example of ingratitude and treachery 
proves, that by obeying them we may commit our 
happinefs to thofe who are very unworthy of fo great 
a truft. But it may deferye to be remarked, that 
fince few contend much with their inclinations, it \& 
generally vain to folicit the good- will of thofe whonK 
ye perceive thus involuntarily alienated from us j 
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aettlier knowledge nor virtue will recohcilc^ antii 
pathy, and though ofBdoufnefs may for a time bd 
admitted^ and diligence applauded, they will at laft 
be difmiiTcd yrijfh cpl4licfs^ of difcQurage4 by nc^ 

Some have indeed an occult power of dealing 
upon the afFeftions, of exciting univerfal benevo- 
lence, and difpofing every heart to fondneft and 
friendihip. But rfhis is a felicity granted oi;ily to the 
favourites of niiture. The greater part of mankind 
find a different reception from different difpofuions i 
they fomctimes obtain unexpe^ed careffe^ from thofc 
yrhom they never flattered with uncommon regard^ 
and fometimes exhault all their arts pf pleafing 
without effeft. To thefe it is ncceffary to look round 
and attempt fyery brejift ip" which they find virtue 
fufficient for thp foundation of friendfhip ; to enter 
into the crowd, and try whom chance will offer to 
their notice, till they fix on fome temper congenial 
to their own, as the magnet rolled in the duib col« 
le&s the fragments of its kindred metal froni a thou« 
land particles of other fubftances. 

Eyery man muft have remarked the facili^ with 
which the kindnefs of others is fometimes gained by 
tbofe to whom he never could have imparted his own. 
We are by qur (|:cupations, education, and habits 
qf life, diyidecj ajmoll into different l|)ecies> which 
regard one another for the moi]: part with (corn and 
malignity. Each of thefe clalTes of the human race 
has defires, fears, and converfation, vexations and 
merriment, peculiar to itfelfj cares which another 
cannot feel; pleafures which he canpot partake^ 
and modes of cxpreffing every fenfatipn which h^ 

fapnof 
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cannot undcrftand« That frolick which flicikes om 
man with Uiighter> will convulfe another with in^ 
dignation $ the ftrain of jocularity which in one place 
obtains treats and patronage^ would in another bQ 
heard with indifference^ and in a third with ab- 
Jiorrence* 

To raiilb c^tm we muft benefit others^ to procur« 
love we muft pleafe them, ^iftotle obferves^ that 
old men do not readily form friendihips> becaufe xhtf 
jux not eafily fufceptible of plcafure. He that can 
contribute to the hilarity of the vacant hour^ of par^ 
take with equal guft the favourite amufement^ \A 
whofe mind is employed on the fame objeds^ anc} 
who therefore never haraffes the undcrftanding with 
unaccuftomed'ideasj will be welcomed with ardour^ 
and left with regret^ unlefs he deftroys thole recom^ 
mendationfi by faults with which peace and f^curit^ 
cannot confift, 

Ic were happy if^ in fbroiing friendihipSi virtue 
could concur with pleafurei but the greateft part of 
human gratifications approach fo nearly to vice^ 
that few who make the delight of others their rule of 
cdndud:^ can avoid difingenuous compliances a yet 
eertainly he that fuBers himlbif to be driven or allured 
from virtue^ miftakes His own intereit> flncehe gainst 
fuccour by meanB, for which his friend^ if ever h^ 
becomes wife> muft* fcorn him^ and fpr which at )ai% 
he muft iooxn himf6lf« 
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Frail 91 t]i<^ leases that quiver on the (pnjSf 
Jyik^ tb^m man flouriflies, lil^ them decays^ 

Mr. RAMBLER. 

SIR. 

YOU hare formerly obferved that eurlofity o&en 
terminates in barren knowledge> and that the 
mind is prompted to ftudy and enquiry rather by th« 
vrneafinefs of ignorance^ than the hope of profits 
Kochin^ can be of lefs importance to any preTent in^ 
terefl: than the fortune of thofe who hare been long 
loft in die grave^ and from whom nothing now can 
be hoped or feared* Yet to roufe the zeal of a true 
antiquary, little more i$ neceffary than to mention a 
name which mankind have confpircd to forget ; he 
will make hi| way to remote fcenes of aftion through 
obfcurity and contradiction^ as Tully fought amidft 
buihfcs and brambles the tomb of Jrcbimedes. 

It is not eaiy to difcover how it concerns him 
that gathers the produce, or receives the rent of an 
eftate, to know through what families the land has 
paflM> who is rcgiftcred in the Cbnqueror*s furvey 
as its poflbflbr, how often it has been forfeited by 
treafon. or how often fold by prodigality. The 
power or wealth of the prefent inhabiunts of a 
country cannot Be much increafed by an enquiry 

after 
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after the names of thofe barbarians^ who deftroyed 
one another twenty centuries ago, in contefts for the 
iheltcr of woods or convenience pfpafturagc, Yet 
we fee that no man can be at reft in the enjoyment of 
4 new purchafe till he has learned the hiftory of hii^ 
grounds from the ancient inhabitants of the parifh^ 
and that no nation omits to record the aftions of their 
^ceftprs, however bloody, favage, and rapacious. 

The fame difpofition, as different opportunities 
pall it forth, difcovers itfelf in great or little things. 
I have always thought it unworthy of a wife man to 
(lumber in total inaftivity, only becaufe he happens 
to have no employment equal to his ambition or 
genius ; it is therefore my cuftom to apply my at-r 
tention to the objefts before me, s^nd as I cannot 
think any place wholly unworthy of notice that af- 
fords a habitation to a man of letters, I have col*^ 
leftcd the biftory and antiquities of the federal gar^ 
fets in which I have redded, 

^antulacunque iJKsj v^os $g9 magna V9CQ^ 
How fmall to others, but how great to me { 

Many of thcfe narratives my indtrflry hasi beei\ 
^ble to extend to a confiderabl? lengths but the 
wpman with whom I now lodge has lived only eigh* 
teen months in the houfe, and can give no account 
of its ancient revolutions i the plaifterer having, at 
her entrance, obliterated, by his white-wa(h, all tha 
fmoky memorials which former tenants had left upon 
the ceiling, and perhaps drawn the veil of oblivioi^ 
pyer politicians, philofbphcrs, andpqcts. 

Whfii 
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When I firft cheapened my lodgings, the land- 
lady told me, that flic hoped I was not ail authof^ 
for the lodgerd on the firft floor had ftipulated that 
the upper rooms fliould not be occupied by a noify 
trade. I very- readily promifed to give no difliurb*" 
ance to herTamily> and foon difpatched a bargain on 
the liiual terms* 

I had not flept many nights in my new apartment 
before I began to enquire after my predeceflbrs, and 
found my landlady, whofe imagination is filled 
chiefly with her own affairs^ very r^ady to give mc 
information. 

. Curiofity, like all other dcffires, produces pain as 
well as pleafure. Before flie began her narrative, I 
had heated my head with expcftations of adventures 
and difcoveries, at elegance in difguife, and learn- 
ing in diftrefs ; and was fomewhat mortified when I 
heard that the firft tenant was a tailor^ of whom no- 
thing was remembered but that he complained of 
his room for want of light ; and, after having lodged 
in it a month, and paid only a week's rent, pawned 
a piece of cloth which he was trufted to cut out, and 
was forced to make a precipitate retreat from this 
quarter of the town. 

The next was a young woman newly arrived 
from the country, who lived for five weeks with 
great regularity, and became by frequent treats 
y*ry much the favourite of the family, but at laft 
received vifits fo frequently from a coufin in Cbeaf^ 
fide^ that flic brought the reputation of the houfc 
into danger^ and was therefore difmiflcd with good 
advice. 
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The worn then ftocKi empty for ^ ferthigiirt j mf 
landlady began to think tkKt die hiid judged haidly^^ 
luid often wifiied for fuch afnother lodger. At la£ 
an elderly man of jt graare «%c£t read the bill, and 
bargained for the rooaa ^ the very firft firice thax 
%as ajkedi He iiYed in clofe rttiresDotit, ieldmii. 
'Went out till evening, and then rcturoed early, (ame« 
tuBes cheerful^ and at other times dcje6bed. It was 
remarkable, that whatever he purchafedi he nevef 
had fmall ntoney in his pockety and choUgh oeol 
and temperate on other occafions, was ali^s rebe^ 
ment and ilormy till he received his change, fit 
paid his rent with gr^at exadnefsj, and feldom failed 
«nce a week to requite my landlady's civility with m 
fupper. At laft, fuch is the fate of humaii klicity^ 
the houfe was alarmed at midniglii by the conftahk^ 
lirho demanded to fearch the garrets^ My landlsdy 
afibring him that he had miftaken the door, coa-^ 
duded him up flairs, where he fonnd the tocils of a 
coiner I but the tenant had crawled along the roof to 
an empty houfe, and efcaped i jtmch to the joy of 
my landlady, who declares him a very homSt rmHf 
and wonders why any body ihould be hanged iott 
making money when fuch numbers are im want of k# 
She however confe0es that {he fiiall for the futprif 
always queftion the character of thoTe who take hef 
garret without beating down the price* 

The bill was then placed again in the window^ 
aad the -poor woman was t^aaed for feven weeks by 
innumerable paifengers, who obliged her to climil 
w\th them every hour up five ftories, and then dif-^ 
liked the profped^ hated the noife of a publick ftreec;» 
thought the ftairs narrow, objefted to a low ceiU 
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jbtg, requiisd the vg^s to be hung with frofier paper^ 
afllftd qufiftians about the ncighbouvhMMi^ could aoc 
ikink of living £b far from their acquaintaousc, wifiied 
ld^ windovs had looked tn tbeibmh rathor than the 
iKreft, told how the door and chimney might hwm 
tbeea better ds4>ofed> bid her half the piice that ihe 
alkedj or promifed to^g^yc her earoeft the next daf^ 
a&d came no more. 

At kft^ a ihovt meagre man, in a tarnilhed waift^ 
coat^ dcfirad to fee the gari^et^ ^and when he had fti- 
fnilated for two long ikelves^ and a larger tables 
liiFed it at a low rate* Wheri the affair was com^ 
pleted^ he looked round him with great fati&faSii<Mi» 
jmd repeated fome words which the woman did not 
tmderftand^ In two dasyts hs brought a great box of 
books, took poffiafiion of his roQm> and Uved vtrf 
inoffenfively^ except that he frequently difturbed the 
inhabitants of the next floor by unfeafbnable noifes^ 
He was generally in bed at noon^ but from evening 
to midnight he ^metimes talked aloud with great 
vehenience> fometimes ftamped as in rage, feme* 
^mes threw down his poker, then clattered his chairs, 
then lat down in deep thought, and again burft oM 
into loud vociferations ; fometimes he would iigh at 
oppreflbd with mifery, and fometimes fhake with 
convulfive laughter. When he encountered any of 
the family, he gave way oa: bowed, but rarely fpoke^ 
except that as he went up ftairs he often repeated^ 

Tkis liabitant th* aerial unions Voaft^ 
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hard words, to which his neighbours liftened fo often, 
that they learned them without underftanding them^ 
.What was his employment ihedid not venture to aik 
:him> butrat laft heard a printer's boy enquire for the 
iftuthor. 

f My landlady was rery often advifed to beware cf 
thh ftrange man, who* though he was quiet for the 
prefent, might perhaps become outrageous in the hot 
months ; but as fhe was punftually paid, fhe could 
not fijnd any fufficient reafop for difmifling hin^ till 
.one night he convinced her, by fettiog fire to his 
curtains, that it was not fafe to have an author for her 
jinmatd. 

She had then for fix weeks a fueceffion of tenahts, 
who left the houfe on Saturday, and inftead of paying 
their rent, ftormed at their landlady. At \fi& fhe 
took in two fitters, one of whom had fpent her little 
fortune in procuring remedies for a lingering difeafe, 
and was now fupported and attended by the other: 
ihe climbed with difficulty to the apartment, where 
ihe languiihed eight weeks without impatience, or 
lamentation, except for the expence and fatigue 
which her fitter fufFcrcd, and then calmly and con- 
tentedly expired. The fitter followed her to the 
grave, paid the few debts which they had contra&ed^ 
wiped away the tears of ufelefs forrow, and return- 
ing to the bufinefs of commion life, refigned to me 
the vacant habitation* 

Such, Mr. Rambler^ are the changes yfYach, have 

happened in the narrow fpacc where my prefent 

fortune has fixed my refidence« So true it is that 

amufement and inftruftioa are always at hand for 
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thbfe who have Ikill and willingnefs to find them ; 
and fo juft is the obfcrvation of Juvenal^ that a 
lingle houfe will fhcw whatever is done or fuffcrcd 
in the world. 

I am, SIR, &c. 



Numb. 162. Tuesday, O&ober 5, i75X- 

Orbus es, W Ucuphs^ fcf Bruio confide ttatuf, 

E£k tibi njeras credis amicitias ? 
Sunt 'vera ; fed quas Jwuenisy quas pauper babebas, 

^is ntnjus efi, mortem diligit ille tuam. Mart. 

What ! old, and rich, and childlefs too. 

And yet hielieve your friends are true ? 

Truth might perhaps to thofe belong, 

To thofe who lov'd you poor and ydung ; 

But, truft me, for the new you have. 

They'll love you dearly— in your grave. F. Lewis. 

ONE of the complaints uttered by Milton's 
SamfoHy in the anguifh of blindnefs, is, that 
he (hall pafs his life under the direcStion of others 5 
that he cannot regulate his condu6t by his own 
knowledge, but muft lie at the mercy of thofe who 
undertake to guide him. 

There is no ftate more contrary to the dignity of 
wifdom than perpetual and unlimited dependence, 
in which the underftanding lies ufelefs, and every 
motion is received from external impulfe. Reafon 
is the great diftindtion of human nature, the faculty 
by which we approach to fome degree of affociatioa 
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with celeliial intelligences r hut a$ the exccUenee of 
f very power appears only in it? operations, not to 
Jiaye rearQp> and to have it ufelefs and unemployed, 
is nearly the fame. 

Such is the Weaknefs of man, that the efTence of 
things is fcldom fo much regarded as external and 
accidental appendages. A fmali variation of trifling 
circumftances, a flight change of form by an artificial 
drefs, or a cafual difference of appearance, by a new 
light and fituation, will conciliate afFcftion or excite 
abhorrence, and determine us to purfuc or to avoids 
Every man conflders a neceflity of compliance with 
any will hut his own, as the lowefl: fl:ate of ignonainy 
and meannefs -, few are fo far lofl: in cowardice or 
negligence, as not to roufe at the firfl: infult of ty- 
ranny, and exert all their force againfl: him who 
ufurps their property, or invades any privilege of 
fpeech or action. Yet we fee often thofe^who never 
wanted fpirit to repel encroachment or oppofe vio- 
lence, at lad, by a gradual relaxation of vigilance, 
delivering up, without capitulation, the fortrefs which 
they defended againfl: aflault, and laying down un- 
bidden the weapons which they grafped the harder 
for every attempt to wreft them from their hands* 
Men eminent for fpirit and wifdom often refign 
themfelves to voluntary pupilage, and fufi^er their live* 
to be modelled by ofiicious ignorance, and their 
choice to be regulated by prefumptuous ftupidity. 

This unrefifting acquiefcence in the determination 
of others may be the confequence of application to 
fome ft:udy remote from the beaten track of life, fomc 
employment which does not allow leifure for fufii- 
cient infpe£i;ion of thofe petty affairs, by which na<« 
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toj-c has ^recd a great part of our duration to be 
filled. To a mittd thus withdrawn from common 
tobjefts, it is more eligible to rcpofc on the prudence 
of another, than to be cxpofed eVery moment to (light 
interruptions. The fubmiBion which fuch confi- 
tjence requires, is paid without pain, becaufc it im^ 
plies no confeffion of inferiority. The bufinefs from 
Vfhich we withdraw our cognizance^ is not above our 
abilities^ but below our notice. We pleafe our pride 
\7ith the effedls of our influence thus weakly excrted> 
and fancy ourfelves placed in a higher orb, from 
vhich we regulate fubordinate agents by a flight and 
diftant ruperintendcnce. But whatever vanity or ab- 
llradiion may fugged, no man can fafely do that by 
others which might be done by himfelf ) he that in- 
dulges negligence will quickly become ignorant of 
his own affairs $ and he that trufts without referve 
will at laft l?e deceived^ 

It is however impoflible but that> as the attention 
tends ftrongly towards one thing, it muft retire from 
another s and he that omits the care of domeftick 
.budnefs^ becaufe he is cngrofled by enquiries of mpre 
importance to mankind, has at leaft the merit of fuf- 
fering in a good caufc. But there are many who can 
plead no fuch extenuation of their folly $ who ihake 
off^ the burthen of their ftation, not that they may 
foar with lefs incumbrance to the heights of know- 
ledge or virtue^ but that they may loiter at eafe and 
fleep in quiet ; and who feled for friendftipand con-* 
fidence not the faithful and the virtuous^ but the fofc» 
the civil, and compliant* 

This opennefs to flattery is the common difgrace 
p^ dcclibiAg[ life* When men feel weaknf^fs increaf*- 
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ing on them, xhey naturally defire to reft from the 
■ ftruggles of contradiftion, the fatigue of reafoning, 
' the anxiety of circumfpeftion ; when they arc hourly 
tormented with pains and' difeafes^ they are unable 
to bear any new difturbance, and confider all oppo- 
fition as an addition to mifery, of which they feel al- 
ready more than they can patiently endure. Thus 
defirous of peace, and thus fearfut of pain, the old 
man feldom enquires after any other qualities in thofc 
whom he careffes, than quicknefs in conjefturing his 
defires, adtivity in fupplying his wants, dexterity in 
intercepting complaints before they approach near 
enough to difturb him, flexibility to his prefent hu- 
mour, fubmiflion to hafty petulance, and attention 
to wearifome narrations. By thefc arts alone many 
have been able to defeat the claims of kindred and of 
merit, and to enrich thcmfelves with prefents and le- 
gacies. 

Thrqfybulus inherited a large fortune, and aug* 
mented it by the revenues of feveral lucrative em- 
ployments, which he difcharged with honour and 
dexterity. He was at laft wife enough to confider, 
that life fhould not be devoted wholly to accuniula- 
tion, and therefore retiring to his eftate, applied him- 
fclf to the education of his children, and the cultiva- 
tion of domeftick happinefs. 

He paffed feveral years in this pleafing amufemcnt, 
and faw his care amply recompenfed i his daughters 
were celebrated for modefty and elegance, and his 
fons for learning, prudence, and fpirit. In time the 
cagernefs with which the neighbouring gentlemen 
courted his alliance, obliged him to refign his daugh- 
ters to other families i the i^ivapity and curiofity oi 
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his fons hurried them but of rural privacy into the 
open world, from whence they had not foon an incli* 
nation to return. This however he had always 
hoped ; he pleafed himfelf with the fuccefs of his 
fchemes, and felt no inconvenience fronni foiitudetill 
an apoplexy deprived him of his wife, 

Tbrafybulus had now no companion ; and the ma- 
ladies of increafing years having taken from him 
much of the power of procuring'amufement for him- 
felf, he thought it neceffary to procure fomc inferior 
friend who might eafe him of his economical folici- 
tudes, and divert him by cheerful converfation. All 
thefe qualities he foon recollefted in Vafefy sl clerk in 
one of the offices over which he had formerly prefided, 
Fa/er was invited to vifit his old patron, and being 
by his ftation acquainted with the prcfent modes of 
life, and by conftant prafticc dextrous in bufinefs, 
entertained him with fo many novelties, and fo rea- 
dily difentangled his affairs, that he was dcfired to 
rcfign his clerkfhip^ and accept a liberal falary in the 
Jioufe of 7hrafybuluSn 

Vafer having always lived in a ftate of dependr 
ance, was well verfed in the arts by which favour 
is obtained, and could without repugnance or hefita- 
tion accommodate himfelf to every caprice, and echo 
every opinion. He never doubted but to be con- 
vinced, nor attempted oppofition but to flatter 3l&r^- 
Jybulus with the pleafure of a viftory. By this praftice 
he found his way into his patron's heart, and having 
firft made himfelf agreeable, foon became important. 
His infidious diligence, by which the lazinefs of age 
was gratified, engroflfed the management of affairs ; 
^d his petty offices of civility, and occafional inter- 
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cefllons, perfuaded the tenants to confider him a$ 
their friend and henefs^f^orj, and to ^entreat his en- 
forcement of their reprefentations pf hard years, and 
his countenance tQ petitions for abatement of rent. 

Thrafybuhis had now banqueted on flattery, till he 
could no longer bear the harftineft of remonftranccj^ 
or the infipidity of truth. AH contrariety to his own 
opinion fhocked him like a violation of fome natural 
rights and all recommendation of his affairs to hisi 
own infpeftion was dreaded by him as a fummons to 
torture. His children were alarmed by the fijdden 
riches of Vafer^ but their complaints were heard by 
their father with impatience, as the refult of a con- 
fpiracy againft His quiet, and a defign to condemn 
him, for their own advantage, to groan out his laft 
hours in perplexity and drudgery. The daughters 
retired with tears in their eyes, but the fon continued 
his importunities till he found his inheritance ha- 
zarded by his obftinacy^f Vafer trlpmphed over all 
their efforts, and continuing to confirm himfelf in 
authority, at the death of his matter purchafed an 
eftate, and bade defiance to enquiry and juftice. 
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Numb. 163. Tuesday, 0<S?o^^r 8,1751, 

Mittt fuptrba fati faftidia, fpemque caducam 

pi/j^if€ ; wv# tibi, nam moritre iihi. SenecA. 

3ow to ao patron's info|ence ; rely 

Qn |io frail hopes, in freedom live and die^ F. Lewis* 

NONE of the cruelties exercifed by wealth and 
power upon indigence and dependance is more 
inifchievous in its confequences, or more frequently 
pradifed with wanton negligence,, than the encou* 
ragement of expeftations which are never to be gra- 
tified, and the ejation and d^p^c^fnon of the heart by 
pcedlefs viciffitudes of hope and difappointmcnt. 

Every man is rich or poor, according to the pro- 
portion between his defircs and enjoyments \ any en- 
Jargement of wiflics is therefore equally deftruftive 
to happinefs with the dimiiiution of poffeffion, ''and 
he that teaches another to long for what he never 
ihall obtain, is no lefs an enemy to his quiet, than 
if he ha(^ robbed him of pam; of his patrimony. 

But reprefentations thus refined exhibit no ade- 
quate idea of the guilt of preteAded friendfhip ; of 
artifices by which foUowers arc attrafted only to de- 
corate the fetinuc of pomp, and fwell the fliout of 
pdpttlafityi and to be difmiffed with contempt and 
igndiffkiy^ when their Wader has fuccecded or mif- 
eafiled, when he is fick of ihow, and weary of noife, 
WRite tt tSrnrt, infatuated with the promifes of great- 
ltefs| ^Ml^s Ms houra^ arid days in attendance and fA- 
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licitation, the honeft opportunities of improving his 
condition pafs by without his notice ; he negled:s to 
cultivate his own barren foil, becaufe he expefts 
every moment to be placed in regions of fponta- 
neous fertility, and, is feldom roufed from his de* 
lufion, but by the gripe of diftrefs which he cannot 
refift, and the fcnfc of evils which cannot be re- 
medied. 

The punilhment of tantalus in the infernal re- 
gions affords a juft image of hungry fervility, flat- 
tered with the approach of advantage, doomed to 
lofe it before it comes into his reach, always within 
a few days of felicity, and always finking back to 
his former wants. 

Cavazt ya^ xvj^ei o yi^un teiiuf fAtOnanWf 
Ta7a fuXatja ^dinffits' xetfa^rtaoKs it iaifjLUv* 

^v«a» Tc yTiVKt^xi, t^ lAaiai tft^is^uaaf 
Ttif &m6r »dt/^f( yi^uif Im X^go't fieheta^M 
Tet^ $* MBf4^ ^twlaaxt vol) vifia o'xioiylcc* 

*« I faw," fays Homer's UlyJfsSy ^^ the fcvere punifb- 
** ment of tantalus. In a lake whofe waters ap- 
" proached to his lips, he flood burning with thirfl, 
" without the power to drink. Whenever he in- 
** clined his head to the flream, fome d«ky com- 
*' manded it to be dry, and the dark earth appeared 
" at his feet. Around him lofty trees fpread their 
*/ fruits to view; the pear, the pomegranate, and 
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" the apple^ the green olive, and the lufcious fig 
** quivered before him, which, whenever he extend - 
\^ ed his hand to feize them, were fnatched by the 
*' winds into clouds and obfcurity." 

This image of mifery was perhaps originally fug- 
geftcd to fomc poet by the condud of his patron, by 
the daily contemplation of fplendor which he never 
muft partake, by fruitlefs attempts to catch at inter- 
dicted happinefs, and by the fudden evanefcence of 
his reward, when he thought his labours almoft at 
an end* To groan with poverty, when all about 
him was opulence, riot, and fuperfluity, and to find 
the favours which he had long been encouraged to 
hope, and had long endeavoured to deferve, fquan- 
dered at laft on namelefs ignorance, was to thirft 
with water flowing before him, and to fee the fruits 
to which his hunger was haftening, fcattered by the 
wind. Nor can my correfpondent, whatever he may 
have fufFered, exprefs with more juftnefs or force the 
vexations of dependance. 



r^? /i&^ RAMBLER. 

S I R, 

T AM one of thofc mortals who have been courted 
and envied as the favourites of the grjeat. Hav- 
ing often gained the prize of compofition at the uni- 
verfity, I began to hope that I (hould obtain the fame 
diflrinftion in every other place, and determined to 
forfake the profeflion to which I was deftined by my 
parents, and in which the intereft of my family would 
•have procured me a very advantageous fettlement. 
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Thc-pridc of wit fluttered in my heart, and when I 
prepared to leave the college, nothing entered my 
imagination but honours^ careiTes, and rewards^, richer 
without labour, and luxury without expence. 

I however delayed my departure for a time, to 
, finifti the performance by which I was to draw the 
firft notice of mankind upon me/ When it was com-? 
pleted I hurried to Lond^n^ aqd confldered every mo* 
ment that pafled before its publication, as loft in a 
jcind of neutral exiftence^ and cut off from the goldeq 
)^6urs of happinefs and f^me. The piece was at laft 
printed and diffeminated by a r^pid f^le j I wandered 
from One place of concourfe to another, feafted front 
rnorning to nigh^ o^ the repetition of my own praifes| 
and enjoyed the various conjeftures of criticksji the 
tniftaken candour of my friends, and the impotent 
malke of my enemies^ Some had read the manu- 
Jfcript, and re^ified its inaccuracies j others had feet^ 
It in a ftal0 fo irtipcrfeA, that they could not forbear 
to wonder ^t its prefent excellence i fome had con-i 
verfed with the author at the cofFee-houfe j ^nd others 
gave hint3 that they had lent him money, 

I knew that no performance is lb favourably read 
as that of a writer whp fupprefles his name, and there- 
fore refolved to remain concealed, till thofe' by whon^ 
litetary rcptrtation is eftablifhed had given their fuf- 
ffages too puWickly to retraft them. At length my 
bookfeU^ informed me that Jurantiusy the ftanding 
j^atroti of merit, h*l fcnt etiquiri^s after me, afid 
invired me to his acquatimince'. 

The time which 1 had long e:fepefted ^as now alv 
th^d. 1 -Wtnt taAurantins with a bedting heart, fo^ 
linked upon our interview as (he critical fnomeiif cif 
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my deftiny, I was received with civilities, which my 
academick rudenefs made me unable to repay ; buC 
when I had recovered from my cQnfufioii, I profe^r 
cuted the converfation with fuch livelinefs and pro- 
priety, that I confirmed my new friend in his ejleenrt 
of my abilities, and was difmifled with the utmoft 
ardour of profeflion, and raptures of fondnefs, 

I was foon fummohed to dine with Jurantius, whd 
bad affembled the moft judicious of his friends to 
partake of the entertainment. Again I exerted my 
powers of fentiment and expreffion, and again found 
every eye fparkling with delight, and every tongue 
filent with attention, I now became familiar at the 
table oi Aurantiusy but could never, in his moft pri- 
vate or jocund hours, obtain more from him than 
general declarations of efteem, or endearments of 
tendernefs, which included no particular promife, 
and therefore conferred no claim. This frigid re- 
ferve fomewhat difgufted me, and when he com* 
plained of three days abfence, I took care to inform 
him with how much importunity of kindnefs I had 
been detained by his rival Pollio. 

jiurantius now confidered his honour as endanger- 
ed by the defertion of a wit, and left I ftiould have 
an inclination to wander, told me that I could ti^vtt 
find a friend more conftant and zealous than him- 
felf ; that indeed he had made no promifes, becaufti 
he hoped to furprife me with advancement, but had 
been filently promoting my intereft, and ftiould con- 
tinue his good offices, unlefs he found the kindnefs 
of others more defired, 

If you, Mr. Ramiler, have ever ventured your phi- 
lofophy within the attraftion of grcatneft> you know 
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the force of fuch language introduced with a fmilc 
of gracious tendernefs, and impreffcd ^ the conclu- 
fion with an air of folemn fincerity. From that in- 
ftant I gave myfelf up- wholly to AuratUiuSy and as he 
immediately refumed his former gaiety, expected 
every morning a fummons to fome employnient 
of dignity and profit. One month fucceeded ano- 
ther, and in defiance of appearances I ftill fancied 
myfelf nearer to my wifhes, and continued to dream 
of fuccefs, and wake to difappointment. At laft the 
failure of my little fortune compelled me to abate 
the finery 'which I hitherto thought neceffary to the 
company with whom I aflbciated, and the rank to 
which I ihould be raifed. Aurantiusy from the mo- 
ment in which he difcovered my poverty, confider- 
ed me as fully in his power, and afterwards rather 
permitted my attendance than invited, it; thought 
himfelf at liberty to refufe my vifits, whenever he 
had other amufements within reach, and ofteq fuf- 
fered me to wait, without pretending any neceffary 
t)ufinefs. When I was admitted to his table, if /any 
man of rank equal to his own was prefent, he took 
occafion to mention my writings, and commend my 
ingenuity, by which he intended to apologize for the 
confufion.of diftinftions, and the improper affortment 
of his company j and often called upon me to enter- 
tain his friends with my produdions, as a fportfjnan 
delights the fquires of his neighbourhood with the 
curvets of his horfe, or the obedience of his fpaniels. 
To complete my mortification, it was his pradicc 
to impofe talks upon me, by requiring me to write 
upon fuch fubjeds as he thought fufceptible of orna- 
ment and ilhiflration. With tbefe extorted perform- 
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ances he was little fatisfied, becaufe he rarely found 
in them the ideas which his own imagination had 
fuggefted, and which he therefore thought rhore na- 
tural than mine. - 

When the pale of ceremony is broken, rudenefs 
and infult foon enter the breach. He now found 
that he might fafely harafs me with vexation, that 
he had fixed the fhackles of patronage upon me, and 
that I could neither refift him nor efcape. At laft, 
in the eighth year of my fervitude, when the clamour 
of creditors was vehement, and my neceffity known 
to be extreme, he offered me a fmall office, but hint- 
ed his expeftation that I fhould marry a young wo- 
man with whom he had been acquainted. 

I was not fo far deprefTed by my calamities as to 
comply with his propofal ; but knowing that com- 
plaints and expoftulations would but gratify his in- 
folence, I turned away with that contempt with 
which I fhall never want fpirit to treat the wretch 
who can outgo the guilt of a robber without the 
temptation of his profit, and who lures the credu- 
lous and thoughtlefs to maintain the fhow of liis 
levee, and the mirth of his table, at the cxpence of 
honour, happinefs, and life. 

I am, S I R, &c. 

Liberalise 
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Numb* 164^ SATURbAv, O^ioBer jz^ij^u 

■ ■ > . Fhiunty Gaure^ Cat»nis halti. MA&t* 

X2durus pretends to Caio"^ fame ; 

And provfeS— — by Cato\ vice, his cldm.^ 

DISTINCTION'S fo plcafing to the pride 
of man, that a great part of the pain and 
pleafure of life arifes from the gratification or dif- 
appointment of an inccffant wi(h .for fuperiority^ 
from ' the fuccefs or mifcarriagc of fecrct competi- 
tions, from viftories and defeats^ of which, though 
^hey. appear to us of great importance, in reality 
none are confcious except ourfelves* 

Proportionate to the prevalence of this love o^ 
praife is the variety of means by which its attain- 
ment is attempted. Every min, however hopeleis 
his pretenfions may appear to all but himfelf, has 
fome projefb by which he hopes to rife to reputa* 
tion ; fome art by which he imagines that the notice 
of the world will be attraftedj fome quality, good 
or bad, which difcriminates him from the common 
herd of mortals, and by which others may be per.-- 
fuaded to love, or compelled to fear him. The 
dfcents of honour, however fteep, never appear in* 
acccffible j he that defpairs to fcalc the precipices 
by which valour and learning have condufted their 
favourites, difcovers fome by-path, or eafier accli- 
vityi which, though it cannot bring him to the fum- 
mit, will yet enable him to overlook thofe with whom 
^ be 
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he is now contending for eminenpe ; and WC feldoo) 
require more to the happincfs of the prefent hour^ 
than tp furpafs him that ftands next before us. 

As the greater part of human kind fpcak and a^ 
wholly by imitation, moft of thofc who afpire to 
honour and applaufe propofc to themfelves fomc ex- 
ample which fervcs aft the model of their condudi 
and the limit of their hopes, Almoft every man; 
if clofely Examined, will be found to hare enliftcd 
himfelf under fome leader whom he expedts to con-^ 
du6t him to renown i to have fomc hero or other^ 
living or dead, in his view, whofe character he en- 
deavours to affume, and whofe performances he la- 
bours to equal. 

When the original is well chofe/i and judicioufly 
copied, the imitator often arrives at excellence, which 
he could never have attained without diredtion i for 
few are formed with abilities to difcover new pofTi* 
bilities of excellence, and to diftinguilh themfelves 
-by means never tried before. 

But folly and idlcqefs. often contrive to gratify pride 
at 9" cheaper rate : not the qualities which are mcrft 
illgiftrious, but thofe which are of eafieljt att;ainment, 
are feledted fpr imitation i and the honours and re- 
wards which publick gratitude has paid to the bene* 
4a£tors of mankind, are expeded by wretches who cau 
only imitate them in their vices and defeats, or 8|dop«t 
foOT? petty fingularities, of which thofc from.wbom^ 
they ^re bprrowed, were fecretly alhamed. 

No man rifes to fugh a height as to become con- 
(picuous, but he is oi^ pnq fide cenfurcd by undif.* 
cerning malice, ythioh rep^-Q^ches him for hi$ beft 
4^ioaSj aDd-(litn4ci'& hi» apparent and ^nqoptoftab}^ 

excel-* 



Digitized by 



Google 



144 THE RAMBLER. N^ 164. 

excellencies j and idolized on the other by ignorant 
admiration, which exalts his faults and follies into 
virtues. It may be obferved, that he by whofc inti- 
macy his acquaintances imagine themfelves digni- 
fied, generally difFufes among them his mien and his 
habits 5 and indeed without more vigilance than is 
generally applied to the regulation of • the minuter 
parts of behaviour, it is not eafy lyhen we convcrfe 
much with one whofe general charafter excites our 
veneration, to efcape all contagion of his peculiari- 
ties, even when we do not deliberately think them 
worthy of our notice, and when they would hftvc 
excited laughter or difguft had ihty not been pro- 
tefted by their alliance to nobler qualities^ and acci- 
dentally conforted with knowledge or with virtue. 

. The faults of a man loved or honoured, fometimes 
fteal fccretly and imperceptibly upon the -wife and 
virtuous, but by injudicious foqdnefs or thoughtlefs 
vanity are adopted with defign. There is fcarcc 
any failing of mind or body, any error of opinion, or 
depravity of praftice, which, inftead of producing 
ihame and difcontent, its natural efFefts, has not at 
one time or other gladdened vanity with the hopes of 
praife, and been difplayed with oftentatious induftry 
by thofe who fought kindred minds among the wits 
or heroes, and could prove their relation only by 
*fimilitudc of deformity. 

In confcquence of this perverfe ambition, every 
habit which reafon condemns may be indulged and 
avowed. When a man is upbraided with his faults, 
he may indeed be pardoned if he endeavours to run 
for fhelter to fome celebrated name j but it is not to 
be fuffered that, from the retreats to which he' fled 
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from infamy, he fliould ifluc again with the confi- 
dence of conquefts, and call upon mankind for 
praife. Yet we fee men that wafte their patrimony 
in luxury, deftroy their health with debauchery/ 
and enervate their minds with idlenefs, becaufe there 
have been fome whom luxury never could fink 
into contempt, nor idlenefs hinder from the praife 
of genius. 

This general inclination of mankind to copy cha- 
rafters in the grofs, ahd the force which the recom- 
mendation of illuftrious examples adds to the allure- 
ments of vice, ought to be confideredby all whofe 
character excludes them from the fliades of fccrecy, 
as incitements to fcrupulous caution and univerfal 
purity of manners. No man, however enflaved to 
his appetites, or hurried by his paflions, can, while 
he preferves his intellefts unimpaired, pleafe himfelf 
with promoting the corruption of others. He whofe 
merit has enlarged his influence, would furely wiflx 
to exert it for the benefit of mankind. Yet fuch 
will be the efFeft of his reputation, while he fufFcrs 
himfelf to indulge any favourite fault, that thcyiijfha 
have no hope to reach his excellence will catch atliis 
failings, and his virtues will be cited to juftify the 
copiers of his vices. 

It is particularly the duty of thofe who confign 
illuftrious names to pofterity, to take care left their 
readers be mifled by ambiguous examples. That 
writer may be juftly condemned as an enemy to 
goodnefs, who fufiers fondnefs or intcreft to confound 
right with wrong, or to fhelter the faults which even 
the wifeft and the beft h4ve committed from that 
ignominy which guilt ought always to fufFer, and 
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with which it ftiould be more deeply ftigmatizcd 
when dignified by its neighbourhood to uncommoa 
worthi fince we (hall be in danger of beholding it 
UrithOttt abhorrence, unlefs its turpitude be laidopen> 
ind the eye fecured frorti the deception of furfpuhd- 
ing fplendoun " 



Numb, 1 65* Tuesday, OBober 15, 1751* 

* ^Os" rhs fAW %^*?crfia» ^V9afiv»f over* a^« Iv iiX^* 

N?* y OTTOT* x^iia^an f*s ^w»«fA«», tot* i;^*?. ^NTIFHILVS^ 

Young was I once and poor^ now rich and old j 
A harder cafe than mine was never* told ; 
Bleft with the pow'r to ufe tliem^— I had none j 
, Loaded with richs now, the pow'r is gone. F. Lbwi9. 

To the RAMBLER. 

S I R, 

THE -writers who have undertaken the unpro- 
mifing talk of moderating defire, exert all the 
power of their eloquence, to fliew that happinefs is 
•not the lot of man, and have by many argunrients 
and examples proved the inftability of every condi- 
tion by which envy or ambition are excited. They 
have fet before our eyes all the calamities to which 
we are expofed from the frailty of nature, the influ-* 
ciice of accident, or the ftratagemsof malicb^ they 
have terrified greatnefs with €on%iracies, and riches 
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with anxieties, wit with criticifaiji and beauty with 
difeafe. 

All the force of reafon, and all the charms of lan- 
guage, are indeed neccftary to fupport pofitions which 
every man hears with a wilh to confiKe them. Truth 
finds an cafy entrance Into the mind when flic is in- 
troduced by defire, and attended by pleafure j but 
when ftie intrudes uncalled, and brings only fear and 
forrow in her train, the paffes of the intelleA are 
barred againft her by prejudice and paflion 5 if flic 
fometitnes forces her way by the batteries of argu- 
ment, flie feldom long keeps poflcflion of her con* 
qucfts, but is ejefted by fomc favoured enemy, or ac 
beft obtains only a nominal fovercignty, without in* 
.fluence and without authority. 

That life is fltorc we arc all convinced, and yet 
fuflFcr not that conviction to rcprefs our projefts or 
limit our expeftations 1 that life is miferablc we all 
.feel, and yet we believe that the time is near when 
we fliall feel it no longer. But to hope happinefs 
and immortality is equally vain. Our ftatc may in- 
;decd be more or lefs imbittcred, as our duration may 
.be mdre or lefs contrafted ; yet the utmoft felicity 
which we can ever attain will be little better than al- 
leviation of mifcry, and we fliall always feel more 
pain from our wants than pleafure from our enjoy- 
mentS4 .The incident which I am going to relate 
will fliew^ that to deftroy the efFeft of all our fut- 
jcefs, it is^ not neceflary that any fignal calamity 
fliould fall upon us, that we fliould be harafled by 
ithplacftble perfccution, or excruciated by irrcmedi-^ 
ablt pains j^ the brighteft hours 9f prpfperity have 
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^heir clouds, and the ftream of life, if it is not nrfBed 
by obftruftions, will grow putrid by ftagnation. 

My father rcfolving not to imitate the folly of his 
'anceftors, who had hitherto left the younger Ions 
encumbrances on the eldeft, deftined me to a lucra- 
tive profeffion j and I being careful to lofe no oppor- 
tunity of improvement, was, at the ufual time ia 
which young men enter the world, well qualified 
for the exercife of the bufinefs which I had chofen. 
- My eagernefs to diftinguiO> mylelf in publick, and 
my impatience af the narrow fcheme of life to which 
tny indigence confined me, did not fuffer me to con- 
tinue long in the town where I was born. I went 
away as from a place of confinement, with a refblu- 
tion to return no more, till I Ihould be able ta dazzk 
with my fplendour thofc who now looked upoa me 
with contempt, to reward thofc who had paid ho- 
nours to my dawmng nf>erit, and to fliow al) who had 
fuffered me to glide by them unknown and negle&ed^ 
how much they miftoak their intercft in omitting ta 
propitiate a genius like mine. 

Such were rpy intentions when I fallied forth into 

the unknown world, in queft of riches and h&nours^ 

which I expefted to procure in a very fhort timc^ 

for what could withhold them from induftry and 

knowledge ? He that indulges hope will always be 

•difappointed. Reputation I very foon obtained; 

^but as merit is much more cheaply acknowledged 

"than rewarded, I did not find myfelf yet enriched in 

* proportion to my celebrity* 

• I had however in time furmounted the obftacjes 
by which envy and competition obftruA the firft at- 
tempts. 
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tenapts of a new claimant, and faw my opponents 
and ccnfurcrs tacitly confclfing their defpair of fut«» 
, cefs, by courting my friendlhip and yielding to my 
influence. They who once purfued me, were now. 
iatisfied to efcape from me \ and they who had before 
thought me prefumptuous in hoping to overtake 
them, had now their utraoft wifh, if they were 
permitted at no great diftance quietly to follow, 
me. 

My wants were not madly multiplied as my ac- 
quifitions increafed, and the time came at length, 
^when I thought myfelf enabled to gratify all reafon- 
able defires, and when, therefore, I refolved to enjoy 
that plenty and ferenity which I had been hitherto 
labouring to procure, to enjoy them while I was yet 
neither crufhed by age into infirmity, nor fo habitu^ 
ated to a particular manner of life as to be unquali- 
fied for new ftudies or entertainments^ 

I now quitted my profeflion, and to fet myfelf at 
once free from all importunities to rcfume it, changed 
my.refidence, and devoted the remaining part of my 
time to quiet and amufement. Amidft innumerable 
proje&s of pleafure which reftlefs idlenefs incited mc 
to fofm, and of which mdft, when they came to the 
moment of execution, were rejefted for others of no 
longer continuance, fome accident revived in my 
imagination the pleafing ideas of my native place. 
It was now in my power to vifit thofe from whom I' 
had been fo long abfent, in fuch a manner as was 
confiftcnt with my former refolution, and I wondered 
how it could happen that I had fo long delayed my 
own happinef5. 

L 3 Fult 
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Full of the admiration which I fhould excite, and. 
the homage which I ihould receive, I dreffed my 
fcrvants in a more oftentatious livery, purchafed a 
magnificent chariot, and refolved to dazzle the in- 
habitants of the little town with an unexpected blaze 
of greatncfs. 

While the preparations that vanity required were 
made for my departure, which, as workmen will not 
cafily be hurried beyond their ordinary rate, I thought 
very tedious, I folaced my impatience with imaging 
the various cenfures that my appearance would pro- 
duce, the hopes which fomc would feel from my 
bounty, the terror which my power would ftrikc 
on others ; the awkward refpeft with which I fhould 
be accofted by timorous officioufnefs; and the diftant 
reverence with which others, lefs familiar to fplen- 
iSour and dignity, would be contented to gaze upon 
me. I deliberated along time, whether I Ihould im- 
mediately defccnd to a level with my former acquaint* 
ances, or make my condefcenfion more grateful by 
a gentle tranfition from haughtinefs and referve. At 
length I determined to forget fome of my compa* 
nions, till they difcovered themfelves by fome indu* 
bitable token, and to receive the congratulations of 
others upon my good fortune with indifference, to 
fliow that 1 always expefted what I had now ob- 
tained. The acclamations of. the populace I pur- 
poled to reward with fix hogfheads of ale, and a roaft- 
cd ox, and then recommend to them to return to their 
work. 

At laft all the trappings of grandeur were fitted, 
afld I began the journey of triumph, which I could 
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have wiftied to have ended in the fame moment ; but 
my horfes felt none of their matter's ard.our>.:'and I 
was ftiaken four days upon rugged roads. I thetK 
entered the town, and having gracioufly let fall th(} 
glafles, that my perfon might be feen, paffcd flowly , 
through the ftreet. The noife of the wheels brought 
the inhabitants to their doors, but I could not per- 
ceive that I was known by them. At laftj alighted, 
4nd my name, I fuppofe, was told by ipy fervapts, 
for the barber ftept from the oppofue houfe, and 
feized me by the hand with honeft joy in his counte- 
nance, whicl?, according to the rule th^t I had prc- 
fcribed to myfelf, I reprefled with a frigid graciouf- 
nefs. The fellow, inftead of finking into dcjeftion, 
turned away with cpntempt, and left rne to confider 
how the fecond falutation fhould be received. The 
next frjeiad was better treated, for I foon found that I 
muft purchafe by civility that regard which I hadex- 
pedted to enforce by infolence. 

There was yet no fmoke of bonfires^ no harmony 
of bells, no fhout of crowds, nor riot of joy ; the bu- 
finefs of the day went forward as before j and after 
having ordered a fplendid fupper, which no man 
came to partake, and which my chagrin hindered 
me from tailing, I went to bed, where the vexation 
of difappointment overpowered the fatigue of my 
journey, and kept me from fleep. 

I rofe fo much humbled by t;hofe mortifications, as 
to inquire after the prefent ftate of the town, and 
found that I had been abfent too long to obtain the 
triumph which had flattered my expeftationt Of 
the friends whofe compliments I expeftcd, fome had 
long ago moved to diftant provinces, fome had loft 

L 4 in 



Digitized by 



Google 



152 THE RAMBLER. N* 165. 

in the maladies of age all fenfe of another's profpc* 
ritjr, and fome had forgotten our former intimacy 
amidft care and diftrefles^ Of three whom I had re- 
folvcd to puhilh for their former offences by alongeif 
continuance of neglefl:,^ brie was, by his own induftry, 
raifed above my fcorn,* and two were fheltered from 
it in the grave* All thofe whom I loved, feared, or 
hated, all whofe envy or whofe kindnefs I had hope& 
of contempUting with pleafure, were fwept afway^ 
and their place was filled by a new generation with 
other views and other competitions; and among many 
proofs of the impotence of wealth, I found that it 
conferred upon me very few diflinftions in my native 
place. 

lam, SIR, &c. 

Serotinus. 
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Numb. 166. Saturday, OElober 19, 1751* 



Pauper trisfempir^ fipauptr eSt JSmiliane^ 

Dautwr opts nullu nunc nifi dvuitibus. Mamv 

Once poor, my friend, ftill poor you muft remain, 
(The rich aloUe have all the mean^ of gain. "Ej^^^ Cavb*' 



NO complaint has been more frequently re- 
peated in all ages than that of the negleft of 
merit aflbciated with poverty, and the difficulty 
with which valuable orpleafing qualities force them- 
felves into view, when they are obfcufed by indi- 
gence. It has been long obferved, that native beauty 
has little power to charm without the ornaments 
which fortune bellows, and that to want the favour 
of others is often fufficient to hinder us from obtain- 
ing it. 

Every day difcovers that mankind arc not yet 
convinced of their error, or that their convidtion is 
without power to influence their conduft \ for po- 
verty ftill continues to produce contempt, and ftill 
obftruAs the claims of kindred and of virtue. The 
eye of wealth is elevated towards higher ftations, 
and feldom defcends to examine the actions of thofe 
who are placed below the level of its notice, and who 
in diftant regio;is and lower fituations are ftruggling 
with diftrefs, or toiling for bread. Among the 
multitudes overwhelmed with infuperable cala- 
mity, it is common to find thofc whom a very little 
5 affift- 
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afiftancc would enable to fupport themfelves with 
tieccncy, and who yet cannot obtain from near rela- 
tions what they fee hourly lavifhed in oftentation, 
luxury, or frolick. 

There are natural reafons why poverty does not 
cafily conciliate afFcftion. He that has been con- 
fined from his infancy to the converfation of the 
lowed claffes of mankind, muft neceflarily want 
thofe accompliflimcnts which arc the ufual means of 
attrafting favour i and though truth, fortitude, and 
probity, give an indifputable right to reverence and 
kindnefs, they will not be diftinguilhcd by common 
eyes, unlefs the/ are brightened by elegance of man-^ 
ners, but are caft afide like unpolilhed gems, of which 
none but the artifl: knows the intrinfick value, till 
their afperities are fmoothed and their incrqftations 
rubbed aw^y. 

The groflhcfs of vylgar habits obftruds the cfp-. 
cacy of virtue, as iiripurity and harfhqefs of ftylp 
impair the force of reafon, and^ rugged nun^bers 
turn off the mind from artifice of difpofitipn, and 
fertility of invention. Few have ftrengthof reafon 
to over- rule the perception^ of fenfe -, and yet fewer 
have curiofify pr beneyolence to ftruggle Iqngagainft 
the firft impreffion : he therefore who fails to pleafe 
in his falutation and addrefs, is at once rejeftcd, and 
never gbtains an oppoftunity of fhowipg his latent 
C3(ceJlen(cies, or ciTpnt}^! qiialitiq. 

5p is i?vipe4 not eafy to prefcribje a fuccefsfi^l m^n- 
rier of approach to th^ diftreffed or neceflitqys, yrl^ofe^ 
cpadipo^ fubjeds every kind of behaviour pqu^Uy tp 
mifcarri^ge. He whc^le confid^p^c of xnf ri^ Jncite^. 
hia> iq meet without any apparent fenfe of inferiority, 
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the eyes of thofc who flattered themfelves with their 
own dignity, is confidered as an infolent leveller^ 
innpatient of the juft prerogatives of rank and wealth,* 
eager to ufurp the ftation to which he has no right, 
and to confound the fubordinations of focietyj and 
who would contribute to the exaltation of that fpirit 
which even want and calamity are not able to reftrain 
from rudcnefs and rebellion. 

But no better fuccefs will commonly be found to 
attend fervility and dejeftipn, which often give pride 
the confidence to treat them with contempt. A re- 
queft made with diffidence and timidity is eafil^ 
denied, becaufc the petitioner himfelf feems to doubt 
its fitnefs. 

Kindnefs is generally reciprocal; we are defirous 
of pleafing others, becaufe we receive pleafure frorri 
themj but by what means can the manpfeafe, whofe 
attention is engroffed by his diftreffes, and who hai 
no leifure to be officious j whofe will is reftrairied by 
his neceffities, and who has* no pbwer to confer 
benefits j whofe temper is perhaps vitiated by mifery, 
and whofe underftanding is impeded by ignorance ? 

k is yet a more offifnfive difcouragement, that the 
fame aftioRs performed by different hands produce 
diflTerent efiefts, and inftead of rating the man by his 
performances, we rate too frequently the perform- 
ance by the man. It fomctimes happens in the com*- 
binations of life, that important fervices are per^ 
formed by inferiors; but though their zeal arid ac- 
tivity m^y be paid by pecuniary rewards, they leldom 
excite that flow of gratitude, or obtain that accumu- 
lation of recompence, with which all think it their 
duty to acknowledge the favour of thoVe who de- 
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fcend to their affiftance from a higher elevation. To 
be obliged, is to be in fomc refped inferior to an- 
other } and few willingly indulge the meniory of an 
action which' raifes one whom they have always been 
. accuftomed to think below them, but fatisfy them- 
felves with faint-praife and penurious payment, and 
then drive it from their own minds, and endeavour 
to conceal it from the knowledge of others. 

It may be always objefted to the fervices of thofe 
who can be fuppofcd to want a reward, that they 
were produced not by kindnefs but intereftj they 
are therefore, when they are no longer wanted, eafily 
difregarded as arts of infinuation, or ftratagems of 
felfifhnefs. Benefits which are received as gifts from 
wealth, are cxadted as debts from indigence; and 
he that' in a high ftation is celebrated for fuperfluous 
goodnefs, would in a meaner condition have barely 
been confeffed to have done his duty. 

It is fcarcely poffible for the utmoft benevolence 
to oblige, when exerted under the difadvantages of 
great inferiority i for by the habitual arrogance of 
wealth, fuch expeftations are commonly formed as 
BO zeal or induftry can fatisfy ; and what regard can 
he hope, who has done lefs than was demanded from 
him? 

There are indeed kindneflcs conferred which were 
never purchafcd by precedent favours, and there is 
an afFcftion not arifing from gratitude or grofs in- 
tereft, by which fimilar natures are attracted to each 
other, without profpedt of any other advantage than 
the pleafure of exchanging fentiments, and the hope 
of confirming their efteem of themfclves by the ap- 
probation of each other. But this fpontaneous fond- 
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nefs fcldom rifes at the fight of poverty, which every 
one regards with habitual contempt, and of which 
the applaufe is no more courted by vanity, than the 
countenance is folicited by ambition. The moft 
generous and difinterefted friendfliip muft be refolvcd 
at laft into the love of ourfelves j he therefore whofe 
reputation or /dignity inclines us to confider his 
efteem a^ a teftimonial of defert, will always find our 
hearts open to his endearments. We every day fee 
men of erhinencefoUowed with all the obfequiouf- 
nefs of dcpendance, and courted with all the blan- 
difliments of flattery, by thofe who want nothing 
from them but profeflions of regard, and who think 
themfelves liberally rewarded by a bow, a fmile, or 
an embrace. 

But thofe prejudices which every mind feels more 
or lefs in favour of riches, ought, like other opinions 
nrhich only cuftom and example have imprefled upon 
us, to be in time fubjeftcd to reafon. We muft 
learn how to feparate the real charafter from extra- 
neous adhefions and cafual circumftanccs, to con- 
fider clofely him whom we are about to adopt or to 
rejeftj to regard his inclinations as well as his ao 
tionss to trace out thofe virtues which lie torpid in 
the heart for want of opportunity, and thofe vices 
that lurk unfeen by the abfence of temptation ; that 
when we find worth faintly fliooting in the ihades of 
obfcurity, we may let in light and funfhine upon it> 
and ripen barren volition into efficacy and j^ower. 
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Numb. tSj. Tuesday, Offober 22^ i75ie 

Candida ferpetuo fefide concordia liBo, 

^Amque fdri fsmfer fit Vtnns ttquajugo. 
Diligat iffaftnem qmndam^ fed et ipfa marit0 

Turn qnoque cumfuerit^ non tfidtatur anus. MAtr. 

Their nuptial bed may Imiling concord drefs^ 
And Finus ftill the happy union blefs ! 
Wrinkled with age, may mutual love and truth 
, To their dim eyes recall the bloom of youth. F. Lewis. 

t0 the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

IT is not common to envy thofc with whom wc 
cannot cafily be placed in comparifon. Every 
man fees without malevolence the progrefs of an^ 
other in the tracks of life, which he has himfelf na 
defire to tread, and hears, without inclination ta 
.cavils or contradidion, the renown of thofe whofc 
diftancc will not fuffcr them to draw the attention of 
mankind from his own merit. The failor nevejp 
thinks it neccffary to contcft the lawyer's abilities ; 
nor would the Ram}>ler^ however jealous of his re- 
putation, be much difturbcd by the fucccfs of rival 
wits at Agra or IJ^ahan. 

We dp not therefore afcribc to you any fuperla-' 
live degree of virtue, when we believe that we may 
inform you of our change of condition without 
danger of malignant fafcination \ and ,that when you 
read of the marriage of yout correlpondents Hy^ 
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pKfiaus and Tranquilla, you will join your wifties 
to thofc of their other friends for the happy event of 
an union in which caprice and felfifhnefs had fo little 
part. 

There is at leaft this reafon ^hy we Ihould be lefi 
deceived in our connubial hopes than mahy who 
enter into the fanic ftate, that we have allowed ouf 
minds to foroi no unreafonable expedations^ nor 
vitiated our fancies, in the foft hours of tourtihip, 
,with vifions of felicity which human power cannct 
beftoWj or of perfection which human virtue cannot 
attain. That impartiality with which we endeavoured ^ 
to infpeft the manners of all whom we have known 
was never fomiuch overpowered by our paflion, but 
that we diftovcred fome faults and weakticflTes in 
each others and joined our hands in convidtion, that 
as there are advantages to be" enjoyed in marriage, 
there are inconveniencies likewife to be endured; 
and that, together with confederate intellefts and 
auxiliar virtues, we muft find different opinions and 
oppofite inclinations. 

We however flatter ourfel ve$, for who is not flat- 
tered by himfelf as well as by others on the day of 
marriage, that we are eminently qualified to give 
jmutual pleafure. Our birth is without any fuch 
remarkable difparity as can give either an oppor- 
tunity of infulting the other with pompous names 
and fplendid alliances, or of calling in, upon any 
domeftick controvcrfy, the overbearing afliftance of 
powerful relations. Our fortune was equally fu it- 
able, fo that we meet without any of thofe obliga- 
tions which always produce.reproach or fufpicion, of 
reproach, which, though t|iey may be forgotten in 
6 the 
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the gaieties of the firft month, no delicacy will al- 
ways fupprefs, or of which the fupprcffion muft be 
confidered as a new favour, to be repaid by tame- 
neis and fubmilfion, fill gratitude takes the place of 
love, and the defire of plcafing degenerates by de- 
grees into the fear of offending. 

The fettlements caufcd no delay ; for we did not 
truft our affairs to the negociation of wretches who 
Would have paid their court by multiplying ftipula- 
tions. Tranquilla fcorned to detain any part of her 
fortune from him into whofe hands (he delivered up 
her perfon i and Hymen^eus thought no aft of bafe- 
nefs more criminal than his who enflaves his wife by 
her own gcncrolity, who by marrying without a 
jointure condemns her to all the dangers of accident 
and caprice, and at laft boafts his liberality^ by 
granting what only the indifcretion of her kindnefs 
enabled him to withhold. He therefore received on 
the common terms the portion which any other wo- 
man might have brought him, and referved all the 
exuberance of acknowledgment for thofe excellencies 
which he has yet been able to difcover only in Tran^ 

We did not pafs the weeks of courtfhip like thofe 
.who confider themfelves as taking the laft draught 
of pleafure, and refolvc not to quit the bowl with* 
out a furfeit, or who know themfelves about to 
fet happinefs to hazard^ and endeavour to lofe their 
fenfe of danger in the ebriety of perpetual amufe- 
ment, and whirl round the gulph before they fink, 
Hytnenaus ohtn repeated a medical axiom, that the 
fuccours ofjicknefs ought not to he wafted in health. 
We know that however our eyes may yet fparklc, 
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and our hearts boUnd at the prefence of each other^ 
the time of liftleflhefs and fatiety, of peevifh.nefs and 
difcontent, tnuft come at laft, iti which we fhall &e 
driven for relief to fhows and recreations ; that the 
uniforrfiity of life muft be fometimes diverfified> and 
the vacuities of converfation fometimes fupplicd* 
We rejoice in the refleftion that we have ftores of 
hovelty yet unexhaufted^ which may be opened when 
repletion ihall call for change, and gratifications yet 
untalled, by which life, when it Ihall become vapid 
br bitter, may be reftored to its former fweetnefs and 
fprightlinefs, and again irritate the appetite, and 
again fparkle in the cup* 

Our time will probably be lefs taftelefs than that 
of thofe whom the authority and avarice of parents 
unites almoft without their confcnt in their early 
years, before they have accumulated any fund of re- 
flexion, or collefted materials for mutual entertain- 
mcnt. Such we have often feen rifing in the morn- 
ing to Cardsi and retiring in the afternoon to dofe^ 
whofe happinefs was celebrated by their neighbours^ 
becaufe they happiened to grow rich by parfimony, 
and to be kept quifct by infenfibility, and agreed to 
cat arid to fleep together* 

We have both mingled with the World, and are 
therefore no ftrangers to the faults and virtues, 
the defigns and competitions, the hopes and fears 
of our cotemporaries. We have both amufcd our 
leifure ;With books^ and can therefore recount the 
events of former times^ or cite the dictates of an- 
cient wifdom. Every occurrence furnifties us with 
fome hint which one or the other can improve, 
and if it^fhould happen that memory or imagina- 
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tion fail us, wc can retire to no idle or uninnproving 
folitudc. 

Though our charafters, beheld at a diftance, ex- 
hibit this general rcfemblance, yet a nearer infpec* 
tion difcovers fuch a diflimilitude of our habitudes 
and fentiments, as leaves each fome peculiar advan- 
tages, and affords that concordia difcorsy that fuitable 
difagreement which is always neceffary to intelle<5tual 
harmony. * There may be a total diverfity of ideas 
which admits no participation of the fame delight, 
and there may likewife be fuch a conformity of no- 
tions, as leaves neither any thing to add to the deci^ 
fions of the other. With fuch contrariety there can 
be no peace, with fuch fimilarity there can be na 
pleafure. Our reafonings, though often formed upon 
different views, terminate generally in the fame con- 
tlufion. Our thoughts, like rivulets iffuing from 
diftant fprings, are each impregnated in its courfe 
with varfous mixtures, and tinged by infufions un- 
known to the other, yet at laft eafily unite into one 
ftream, and purify themfelves by the gentle effer- 
vefcence of contrary qualities. 

Thefe benefits we receive in a greater degree as we 
converfc without referve, becaufe we have nothing to 
^ conceal. Wc have no debts to be paid by impercep-* 
tible deduftions from avowed expences, no habits to 
be indulged by the private fubferviency of a favoured 
fervant, no private interviews with needy relationsj 
no intelligence with fpies placed upbn each other. 
We confidered marriage as the moft folemn league of* 
perpetual friendfhip, a ftate from which artifice and 
concealment are to be banilhed for ever, and in which 
every aft of diiHmulation is a breach of faith# 
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The impetuous vivacity of youth, and that ardour 
of dcfirc, which the firft fight of pleafurc naturally 
produces, have long ceafed to hurry us into irregu- 
larity and vehemence j and experience has Ihewn u» 
that few gratifications are too valuable to be facri- 
ficed to complaifancc. We have thought it conve- 
nient to reft from the fatigud of pleafure, and now 
only continue that Gourfe of life into which we had 
before entered, confirmed in our choice by mutual 
approbation, fupported in our refolution by mutual 
encouragement, and affifted in Our efibrts by mu* 
tual exhortation. 

Such, Mr. Rambler y is our pro(pe£t of life, a pro-^ 
fpeft which, as it is beheld with more attention, feems 
to open more extenfive happinefs, and fpreads by de- 
grees into the boundiefs regions of eternity. But if 
all our prudence has been vain, and we are doomed 
to give one inftance more of the uncertainty of hu- 
man difcernment, we ftiall comfort ourfelves amidft 
our difappointmehts, that we were not betrayed 
but by fuch delufions as caution could not efcape, 
fince we fought happinefs only in the arms of virtue. 
Wc are, 

SIR, 

Your humble Servants, 

HYMENJEUS, 
TRANQUILLA. 
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Numb. i68. Saturday, OSiober 26, 1751* 



'becipit 



From prima multos, rara mens intelligil 

^uod tnteriort condidit cur a anguh* TnitttiVSi 

^he tinfel glitter, and the fpecious tnien. 
Delude the molt ; few pry behind the fcene. 

11r has been obfcrvcd by Soileau, that " a nieaii 
" or common thought cxprefled in pompous dic- 
*' tion, generally pleafes more than a new or noble 
*^ fentiment delivered in low and vulgaf' language ; 
*^ becaufe the number is greater of thofe whom cuf- 
'^ tom has enabled to judge of words, than whom 
" ftudy has qualified to examine things." 

This folutioil might fatisfy, if fuch only were of- 
fended with meannefs of expreflion as are unable to 
diftinguilh propriety of thought, and to feparate pro- 
pofitions or images from the vehicles by which they 
are Conveyed to the underftanding. But this kind 
of difguft is by no means confined to the ignorant 
or fuperficial j it operates uniformly and univerfally • 
upon readers of all clafles ; every man, however pro-* 
foundorabftraftcd, perceives himfelfirrefiftibly alien- 
ated by low terms ; they who profcfs the moft zeaK 
ous adherence to truth are forced to admit that Ihe 
owes part of hez: charms to her ornaments j and lofes 
much of her power over the foul^ when fhe appears 
difgraced by a drefs uncouth or ill-adjufted* 

We are all offended by low terms, but arc not dif- 
gufted alike by the famejc:oixu>ofitions, becaufe wc do 

not 
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not all agree to cenfure the fame terms as low. * No | 
word is naturally or intrinfically meaner than anQther; : 
our opinion therefore of words, as of other things ar- ' 
bitrarjly ^nd capricioufly eftablifhed, depends wholly i 
upon accident and cuftom. The cottager thinks 
thofQ apartments fplendid and fpacious, which an 
inhabitant of palaces will defpifc for their inelegance; 
^nd to him who has paffed moft of his hours with the , 
delicate and polite, many exprefliohs will fcem for- 
did, which another, equally acute, may hear without 
offence; but a mean term never fails to difpleafc 
him to whom it appears mean, as poverty is cer^ 
tainly apd invariably defpifed, though he who is 
poor in the eyes of fonae^ may by others be envied 
for his wealth. 

Words become low by the occafions to which they 
Are applied, or the general charafter of them whp ofe 

I them ; and the difguft which they produce, arife^ 
from the revival of thofe images with which they are 
commonly united. Thus if, in the moft folcmn dif- 
coqrfe, a phrafe happens to occur which has been 
fuccefsfully employed in fome ludicrous narrative, 
the graveft auditor finds it diflicult to refrain from 
laughter, when they who are not prepoffeiTed by the 
fame accidental aflbciation. are utterly unable tp 
guefs the reafon of his merriment. Words which 
convey ideas of dignity in one age, are banifhcd from 
elegant writing or converfation in another, becaufc 
they are in time debafed by vulgar mouths, and can 
be no longer heard without the involuntary recol** 
}e£tion of unpleafmg images. 

When Mackbeth is confirming himfejf in the hor- 
rid purpofe of ftabbing his king, he breaks out 
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atnidft his emotions into a wiih naturail to a m^Fn 
dcrcr. 

— Come, thick night ! 

And pall thoe in the dunneft fmoke of hdl. 
That my keen knife fee not the wound it makes | 
Kor heaven peep through the blanket of the dark. 
To cry. Hold, hold ! 

In this paflage is exerted all the force of poetry, that 
force which calls new powers into beings which em-, 
bodies fcntiment, and animates matter; yet perhapsi 
fcarcc any man now perufes it without fome difturb- 
ance of his attention from the counteraftion of the 
words to the ideas* What can be more dreadful 
than to implore the prefence of night, inverted not 
in common obfcurity, but in the fmoke of hell? Ye^ 
the efficacy of this invocation is deftroyed by the 
infertion of an epithet now fcldom heard but in the 
ftable,,arid dun night may come or go without any 
other notice than contempt. 

If we ftart into raptures when fame hero of the 
Iliad tells us that Sq^m fAoLmrai^ his lance rages with 
cagernefs to deftroy j if we are alarmed at the terror 
of the foldiers commanded by C^/ar to hew down thp 
facred grove, who dreaded, fays Lucan, left the ax? 
aimed at the oak (hould fly back upon the ftriker. 

Si rohora facra ferinnt^ 
In fua 4:ridebant rediturai membra fecur^^ 

None dares with impious iteel the grove to rend. 
Left on himfelf the deftin'd ftroke defcend \ 

we cannot furely but fympathife with the horrors of 
a wretch about to murder his matter, his friend, his 
benefaftor, who fufpeds that the weapon will refufe 
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its office, and ftart back from the brcaft/which he is 
preparing to violate. Yet this fentimcnt is weak- 
ened by the name of an inftrument ufcd by butchers 
and cooks in the meaaeft employments j we do not 
imnicdiately conceive that any crime of importance 
is to be committed with a knifes or who does not, at 
laft, from the long habit of conneding a. knife with 
fordid offices, feel averfion rather than terror ? 

Mackietb prQCted& to wifli, in the madnefs of guilt, 
that the infpc£bion of heaven may be intercepted, and 
that he may, in the involutions of infernal darknefs, 
efcape the eye of providence. This is the utmoft 
extravagance of determined wickednefs ; yet this is fa 
debafed by two unfortunate words, that while I en- 
deavour to imprefs on my reader the energy of tho 
fentiment, I can fcarce check my rifibility, when the 
cxpreffion forces itfelf upon my mind ; for who, with^ 
out fome relaxation of his gravity, can hear of the 
avengers of gvih peeping tbrougb a blanket? 

Thcfe imperfeftions of diftion are lefs obviops to 
the reader, as he is lefs acquainted with common 
ufagesi they are therefore wholly imperceptible to a 
foreigner, who learns our language-from books, and 
will ftrike a folitary academick lefs forcibly than ^ 
modilh lady. 

Among the numerous requifites that moft concur to 
complete an author, few are of more importance than 
an early entrance into the living world. The feeds of 
knowledge may be planted in folitude, but muft be 
cultivated in publick. Argumentation may be taught 
in colleges, and theories formed in retirement ; but 
the artifice of embeililhment, and the powers of at- 
tr^fiion, cafl.be gained only by general convcrfe. 
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An acquaintance with prevailing cuftoms and fa- 
shionable elegance is ncceflary likewife for other pur- 
pofes. The injury that grand imagery fufFers from 
unfuitable language, perfonal merit may fear from 
rudencft and indelicacy. When the fuccefs of jEneas 
depended on the favour of the queen upon whofe 
coafts he was driven, his celeftial p|-ote&refs thought 
him not fufficicntly ffecured againft rejcftion by hi^ 
piety or bravery, but decorated him for tl^e inters 
view with preternatural beauty. Whoever defires^ 
for his writings or himfelf, what none can reafonably 
contemn, the favour of mankind^ muft add grace ta 
ftrcngth, and make his thoughts agreeable as well 
as ufeful. Many complain of ncgleft who never 
tried to attract regard. It cannot be expefted that 
the patrons of fcience or virtue ftiould be folicitom 
to difcover exefcllencies, which they who poffefs them 
fhade and difguife. Few have abilities fo much 
needed by the reft of the world as to be careffed on 
their own terms; and he that will not <:ondefcen4 
to recommend himfelf by external embeUilhments^ 
muft fubmit to the fate of juft fentiment meanly cx-r 
preffed, and be ridiquled and forgotten fcfcfQrc Ji? l^ 
underftood. 
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I^UMB. 169* TUESDAY, Oaobcr ?9, lysif 

Nee pluteum caiit^ nee demor/os /apit ungues. F^RSiu^t 

No blood from bitten nails thofe poems drew ; 
Put churn'd, like f|)ittlp, froip tfce lips they flew. 

DftYDEN, 

NATURAL hiftorUos affert, th^t whatever is 
formed for long duration arrives flowly to it$ 
niaturity. Thus the firmeft timber is of tardy growth, 
and animals generally exceed each other in longevity, 
in proportion to the time between their conceptiorj 
and their birth? 

The fame obfervation rpay be extended to the off* 
fpring of the mind. Hafty compofitions, however 
they plcafe ^t firft by flowery luxuriance, and fpread 
in the funftiinc of temporary fayoyr, can feldom en- 
dure the change of feafons, but pcrifti at the firft blaft 
of criticifm, or froft of negleft. When ^pelles wa$ 
reproached with the paucity of hi^ produdions, and 
the inceflant attention with y^hich he retouch<;d his 
pieces, he condefcendfd to make no oth^r aqfwer,* 
than that be fainted for perpetuity* 

No vanity can more juftly incur contempt and in- 
dignation than that which boafts of negligence and 
hurry. For who can bear with patience the writer 
who claims fuch fupcriprity to the reft of his fpccic^, 
^s to imagine that mankind are at leifure for atten- 
tion to his extemporary fallics, ?nd that pofteritywill 
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f^pofite his cafual effufions ^mong the treafure^ of 
jincicnt wifdom ? . 

Men have fometimcs appeared of fiich tranfcend-* 
cnt abilities^ that their flighteft and moft curfory per- 
formances eiccel all that labour and ftudy can enable 
^eaner intellefts to compofe ; as there are regions 
of which the fpontaneous produds cannot be equal* 
}ed in other foils by care and culture. But it is no 
}cfs dangerous for any man to place himfelf in this 
Tank of underftanding, apd fancy that he is born to 
be illuftrious without labour, than to omit the cares 
of huftandry, aqd cxpe6t from his ground the blof- 
ibms of Arabia^ 

The greateft part of thofe who congratulate them* 
felves upon their intcUeftual dignity, and ufurp the 
privileges of genius, are men whom only themfelves 
would ever have marked out as enriched by uncom- 
mon liberalities of nature, or entitled to veneration 
and immortality on cafy terms. This ardour of 
confidence is ufually found among thofe who, having 
Rot enlarged their notions by books or converfation, 
are perfuaded, by the partiality v^hich we all feel in 
our own favour, that they have reached the fumraic 
of excellence, becaufe they difcover none higher than 
themfelves j and who acquiefce in the firft thoughts 
that occur, becaufe their fcantincfs of knowledge al- 
lows them little choice, and the narrownefs of their 
views affords them no glimpfe of perfection of that 
fuhlime idea which human induftry has from tho 
tirfl: ages been vainly tolling to approach. They 
fee a little, and believe that there is nothing beyond 
their fphcre of ,vifion, as the PatutcQS o£ Spaiuy wha 
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inhabited a fmall valley^ conceived the furrounding 
mountains to be the boundaries of the world. Ii\ 
proportion as perfe£bion i^ more diftin6tly con« 
ceived, the plcafure of contemplating our own 
performances will be leflened; it may therefore 
be obferved, that they who moft deferve praifc arc 
often i^fraid to-decidc in flavour of their own performer 
^nces ; they know how much is ftill wanting to their 
completion, and wait with anxiety and terror the de- 
termination of the publick. I plea/f every one elfe^ 
fays Tullyy hut never Jaiisfy myjelf^ 

It has often been inquired, why, notwithftanding 
the advances of latter ages in ftience, and the aflift- 
ancc which the infufion of fo many new ideas haa 
given us, we fs^ll below the ancients in the art of 
compofition* Some part of their fuperiority may be 
juftly Jifcribed to the graces of their language, from 
which the moll polilhed of the prefent European 
tongues are nothing more than barbarous degenera^- 
tions. Some advantage they might gain merely by 
priority, which put them in poffeflion of the moft 
natural fentiments^i and left us nothing but fervilc 
^repetition or forced conceits. But the greater part 
of their praife feems to have been the juft reward of 
modefty and Ubour* Their fenfe of human weak- 
pefs confined them commonly to one ftudy, which 
their knowledge of the extent of every fcicnce engaged 
them to profecute with indefatigable diligence. 

Aniong the writers of antiquity I remember none 
except StaHus who ventures to mention the fpecdy 
produdlion of his writings, either as an extenuation 
of his faults, or a proof of his facility. Nor did 
S^tiuSf when he confidered himfelf as a candidate 
6 for 



Digitized by 



Google 



tjt THE RAMBLER. N^ 169, 

for lafting reputation, think a clofer attention unnc-s^ 
ccffary, but amidft all his pride and indigence, the 
two* great hafteners of modern poems, employed 
twelve years upon the Tbebaidy zxidi thinks his claim 
to f enown proportionate to his labourt 

Thebaisj multa cruciata limay 
X^ntatj audaci fidej Mantuan^ 
Gaudiafamof* 

Ppli(I|M with endlefs toil, my lays 
At length afpire to MantUan praife. 

Ovid indeed apologizes in his banifhment for the 
impcrfedion of his letters, but mentions his want 
of leifure to polifti them as an addition to his cala- 
mities ; and was fo far from imagining revifals and 
correftions unneceflary, that at his departure from 
Romey he threw his Metamorphofes into the fire, lel^ 
he Ihould be difgraced by a book which he could not 
hope CO finifti,. 

It feems not often to have happened that the fame 
writer afpired to reputation in verfe and profe j and 
of thofe few that attempted fuch divcrfity of excel- 
lence, I know not that even one fuccceded. Conr 
trary charafters they never imagined a fmgle mind 
able to fupport, and therefore no man is recorded to 
have undertaken more than one kipd of dramatick 
poetry. 

What they had written they did not venture in 
their firft fondnefs to thruft into the world, but con- 
fidering the impropriety of fending forth inconfido- 
rately that which cannot be recalled, deferred tl\e 
publication, if not nine years, according to the di- 
reftion of HoracCy yet .till their fancy wa$. caokd 
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after the raptures of invention, and the glare 6f no- 
velty had ceafed to dazzle the judgment. 

There were in thofe days no weekly or diurnal 
Ivritersj muha dii^s, ^ muUa litura, much titney and 
many rafures> were confidered as ihdifpen/able re- 
quifites 5 and that no other method of attaining laft- 
ing praife has been yet difcovered, may be conjee^ 
tured from the blotted manufcripts of Milton now re- 
i-maining, and from the tardy emiffion oi Pope's com- 
politions, delayed more than once till the incidents 
to which they alluded were forgotten, till his thtmiti 
were fecure from his fatire, and, what to an honeft 
mirid muft be more painful, his friends were deaf to 
his enconiiums. 

To him, whofe eagernefs of praife hurries his 
produdions foon into the light, many imperfeftions 
are unavoidable, even where the mind furnifhes the 
matcrialSi as well as regulates their difpofition, and 
nothing depends upon fearch or information. De- 
lay opens new veins of thought, the fubjedt difmifled 
for a time appears with a new train of dependant 
images, the accidents of reading or converfation 
fupply new ornaments or allufions, or mere inter- 
miflion of the fatigue of thinking enables the mind 
to coUedt new force, and make new excurfions. But 
all thofe benefits come too late for him, who, when 
he was weary with labour, fnatched at the recom- 
pence, and gave his work to his friends and his ene- 
mies, as foon as impatience and pride perfuaded him 
to conclude it. 

One of the moft pernicious efFefts of hafte, is 
obfcurity. He that teems with a quick fucceflion of 
ideas, an4 perceives how one fentiment produces an- 
other. 
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Dther> cafily believes that he can clearly cxpreife what 
he fo ftrongly comprehends j he feldom fufpedts his 
thoughts of embatraffment, while he prefervcs in his 
pwn meiTiory the fcries of connexion, or his diftion 
^f ambiguity, while only one fenfe is prefect to his 
mind* Yet if he has been employed on an abftrufe^ 
or complicated argument, he will find, wh^n he has i 
^hile withdrawn his mind, and returns as a new reader 
to his work, that he has only a conjectural glimpfe o^^ 
his own meaning, and that to explain it to thofe whont 
he defires to inftruCt:, he muft open his fentiment^ 
difentangle his method, and alter his arrangement. 

Authors and lovers always fuffer fome infatuation, 
from which only abfence can fet them frtc; and 
every man ought to reftore himfelf to the full exer-» 
cifc of his judgment>^ before he does that which he 
Cannot do improperly, without injuring his honour 
and his quiet* 
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KuMB. 170. SATVKriAY^ Nhvimi^r 2^ ^75^^ 

Confiteor ; fi quid pmiefi ddiSa fAUti* V10* 

I grant the charge ; forgive the fault confefsM^ 

rathe RAMBLER, 

SIR, 

I AM one of thofe beings, from whond matty, that 
melt at the fight of all other mifcry, think it me- 
ritorious to withhold relief J one whom the rigouf 
of virtuous indignation doonis to fufFer without com* 
Jilaint, and pcrilli without regard; and whom I my* 
felf have formerly infulted in the pride of reputation 
and fecurity of innocence^ 

I am of a good family, but my father was bur- 
thened with more children than he could decently 
fupport. A wealthy relation, as he travelled from 
London to his country feat, condefcending to make 
him a'vifit, was touched with compalfion of hisi 
narrow fortune, and refolved to cafe him of part of 
his charge, by taking the care of a child upon him- 
felf. Diftrefs on one fide, and ambition on the 
other, were too powerful for parental fondnefs, and 
the little family paffed in review before him, that he 
might make his choice. I was then ten years old, 
and without knowing for what purpofe, I was called 
to my great coufin, endeavoured to recommend my- 
felf by my beft courtcfy, fung him my prettleft fong» 
told the laft Kbory that I had read, and i^ much en-^ 
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deared myfelf by my innocence, that he declared his 
refolution to adopt mci and to educate me with his 
Own daughters. 

' My parents felt the common ftruggles atf tfie 
thought of parting, and fonte natural tears they 
ihypp'd^ but wip'd IhemJoGn. They confidered, not 
without that falfe eftimationof the value of tecalth 
which poverty long continued always produces, that 
I was raifed to higher rank than they could give 
me, and to hopes of more ample fortune .than 
they could bequeath. My mother fold fomc of her 
orriaments to drefs me in fuch a manner as n^ight 
fccurc me from contempt at my firft arrival ; and 
when (he difmiffed me, preffed nie to her bofom with 
an embrace that I ftill feel, gave me fome precepts 
of piety, which, however ncgledked, I have not for- 
gotten, and uttered prayers for my final happinefo,* 
of which I have not yet ceafed to hope that they 
will at lad be granted. 

My fillers envied my new finery, and feemcd no* 
much to regret our feparation i my father conduftcd 
me to the ftage-coach with a kind of cheerful tender- 
nefs j and in a very ftiort time, I was tranfported to 
fplendid apartments, and a luxurious table, and.grew 
familiar to Ihow, noife, and gaiety. 

In three years my mother died, having implored 
a bleifing on her family with her lafl: breath. I had 
little opportunity to indulge a forrow which there 
was none to partake with mc, and therefore foon 
ceafed to fefledk much upon my lofs. My father 
turned all his care upon his other children, wh\)m 
fpme fortunate adventures and unexpeded legacies 
enabled him, when he died ibur years after myipo^ 

ther. 



Digitized by 



Google 



NMya THE RAMBLER. 177 

ther, to leave in a condition above their expefta- 
tions. 

I Ihould have Ihared the increafe of his fortune, 
and had once a portion aflfigned me in his will ; but 
my coufin affuring him that all care for me was necd- 
lefs, fince he had refolved to place me happily in 
the world, diredted him to divide my part amongft 
my fillers. 

Thus. I was thrown upon dependance without 
refource. Being now at an age in which, young 
women are initiated into company, I was no longer 
to be fupported in my former charafter, but at con- 
fiderable expence ; fo that partly left I fhould waftc 
money, and partly left my appearance might draw 
too many compliments and affiduities, I was infen- 
fibly degraded from my equality, and enjoyed few 
privileges above the head fervant, but that ofrecciv- 
ing no wages. 

I felt every indignity, but knew that refentment 
would precipitate my fall. I therefore endeavoured 
to; continue my importance by little fcrvices and 
aftive officioufnefs, and for a time prefcrved myfelf 
from negleft, by withdrawing all pretences to, com- 
petition; and ftudying to pleafe rather than to fhine. 
But my intereft, notwithftanding this expedient, 
hourly declined, and my couGn's favourite maid be- 
gan to exchange repartees with me, and confult me 
about the alterations of a caft gown. 

I was now completely deprefled; and though I 
had feen mankind enough to know the neceflity of 
outward cheerfiilnefs, I often withdrew to my 
chamber to vent my gnef, or turn my condition 
in my mind, and examine by what means I might 

Vol. VII. N cfcape 
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•cfcapc from perpetual mortification. Af laft my 
fchemcs and forrows were interrupted by a fudden 
change of my relation's behaviour, who one day 
. took an occafion, when we were left together \h a 
iroom^ to bid me fufFer myfelf no longer to be in- 
fultedj but affume the place which he always in-^ 
tended me to hold in the family* He aflured me th^t 
bis wife's preference of her own daughters fhould 
never hurt me j and ^ accompanying his profeffions 
,with a purfe of gold, ordered me to befpeak a rich 
fuit at the mercer's, and to apply privately to him 
for money when I wanted it, and infinuate that tt\f 
other friends fupplied me, which he would take care 
;o confirm. 

By this ftratagem, which I did not then under*- 
ftand, he filled me with tendernefs and gratitude, 
compelled me to repofe on him as my only fupporty 
and produced a neceflity of private converfetion. 
He often appointed interviews at the houfe of an 
acquaintance, and fomctimes called on me with a 
coach, and carried me abroad. My fenfe of his 
favour, and the dcfire of retaining it, difjJofed nle 
to: unlimited complaifance, and though I faw his 
kindnefs grow every day more fond, I did not fufFer 
any fufpicion to enter my thoughts. At laft the 
wretch took advantage of the familiarity whidh he 
enjoyed as my relation, and the fubmiffioh whkh he 
cxadted as my bcnefaftor, to complete the ruin of an 
orphan> whom his own promifes had made indigent, 
whom his indulgence had melted, snd his authority 
liibdued. 

i know, not why it (hould afford fubjefl: ctf eSiJttk- 
atiQn, to overpower on any terms the refolwioh, or 
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frrrp^ifc the cautbn of a girl ; but of all the boaftcrs 
that deck themfclves in the Ipoils of innocence and 
•beauty, they furely have the leaft prctcnfions to tri- 
Uffnph, who fubmit to owe their fuccefs to fonrte 
cafual influence. They neither employ the graces 
of fancy, nor the force of underftanding, in their 
a:ttcinpts j they cannot pleafe their vanity with the 
art of their approaches, the delicacy of their adula- 
tions, the elegance of their addrefs, or the efficacy of 
their eloquence; nor applaud themfelves as poflefled 
of ^ny qualities, by which afFedtion is attracted. 
Ttiey furaiount no obftacles, they defeat no rivals, 
but attack only thole who cannot refift, and are often 
content to poffefs the body, without any folicitude to 
gain the heart. 

Many of thefe defpicable wretches does my pre-F 
fent acquaintance with infamy and wickednefs en- 
able me to number among the heroes of debauchery.. 
Reptiles whom their own fervants would have de- 
fpifed, had they not been their fervants, and with 
whom beggary would have difdained intercourfe, had 
fhe not been allured by hopes of relief. Many of 
the beings which are now rioting in taverns, or 
fhivering in the ftreets, have been corrupted not by 
arts of gallantry which ftole gradually upon the af- 
fcftions and laid prudence afleep, but by the fear of 
lofing benefits which were never intended, or of in- 
curring refentment which they could not efcape; 
fbme have been frighted by mafters, and fome awed 
by guardians into ruin. 

Our crime had its ufual confequence, and he foon 
perceived that I cpuld not long continue in his 
family. I was diftraded at the thought of the re- 

N 2 preach 
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proach which I now believed inevitable. He com- 
forted me with hopes of eluding all difcovery, and 
often upbraided me with the anxiety, which perhap# 
none but himfelf faw in my countenance j but at laft 
mingled his affurances of proteftion and maintenance 
with menaces of total defertion, if in the moments 
of perturbation I Ihould fufFer his fecret to efcape, 
or endeavour to throw on him any part of my in- 
famy. 

Thus paffed the difmal hours till my retreat could 
no longer be delayed. It was pretended that my re- 
lations had fent for me to a diftant country, and I 
entered upon a ftate which Ihall be defcribed in my 
next letter. 

I am^ SIR, &c. 

MI SELLA. 
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Numb* 171. Tuesday^ November ^^ ^75^^ 

TaiUt • ccfli convexa tuerU Vi r g . 

Dark is the fun, and loathfonie is the day. 

To the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

MI SELLA now fits down to continue her 
nvrative. I am convinced that nothing 
would more powerfully preferve youth from irre- 
gularity, or guard inexperience from fedudlion, than 
a juft dcfcription of the condition into which the 
wanton plunges herfelf, and therefore hope that 
my letter may be a fufficient antidote to my ex- 
ample. 

' After the diftraftion, hefitation and delays which 
the timidity of guilt naturally produces, I was re- 
moved to lodgings in a diftant part of the town, 
under one of the charafters commonly affumcd upon 
fuch occafions. Here being by my circumftance5 
condemned to folitude, I paffed moft of my hours in 
bitternefs and anguifh. The converfation of the 
people with whom 1 was placed was not at all ca- 
pable of engaging my attention, or difpoffeffing the 
reigning ideas. The books which I carried to my 
retreat were fuch as heightened my abhorrence of 
myfelf; for I was not fo far abandoned as to fink 
voluntarily into corruption, or endeavour to conceal 
from my own mind the enormity of my crime. 

N 3 My 
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My relation remitted none of his fondnefs, but 
vifited me fo often, that I was fometimes afraid left 
his affiduity fhould expofe him to fufpicion. When- 
ever he came he found me weeping, and was there- 
fore kfs delightfully entertained than he expcfted. 
After frequent expoftulations upon the unrcafonahle- 
nefs of my forrow, and innumerable protcftations of 
cverlafting regard, he at laft found that I was more 
affefted with the lofs of my innocence, than the 
danger of my fame, and that he might not be dif- 
turbed by my remorfe, began to lull my confcience 
with the opiates of irreligion. His argument;s were 
fuch as my courfe of life has fince expofed me often 
to the neceflity of hearing, vulgar, empty, and fal- 
lacious J yet they at firft confounded me l^y their 
novelty, filled mc with doubt and perplexity> and 
interrupted that peace which I began to feel from 
the fincerity of my repentance, without fubftituting 
any other fupport. I liftened a while to his impipu^^ 
gabble, but its influence was foon overpov^erqd by 
natural reafon and early education, and the CQnvip- 
tions. which this new attempt gave me of his bafenels 
completed my abhorrence. I have heard of barbar 
riana, who, when tempefts drive fhips upon their 
coaft, decoy them to the rocks that they may plunder 
their lading, and have always thought that wretches, 
thus mercilefs in their depredations, ought to be 
defcroyed by a general infurredUon. of all focial 
brings; yet how light is this guilt to the crime of 
him, who in the agitations of remorfe cuts away the 
anchor of piety, and when he has drawn afide cre- 
dulity from the paths of virtue, hides the light of 
heaven which would dired her to return, I had 
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hitherto confidcred him ^s a njan equally betrayed* 
with myfelf by the concurrence of appetite and op* 
portunity; but I now faw with horror that he was 
contriving to perpetuate his gratification, and was 
defirous to fit gne to his purpofe by complete and ra- 
dical corruption. 

To efcape, however, was not yet in my power. 
I could fupport the expences of my condition, only 
by the continuance of his favour. He provided all 
that was neceflary, and, in a few weeks, congra- 
tulated me upon my efcape from the danger which 
we had both expefted with fo much anxiety* I then 
began to remind him of his promife to reftore me 
with my fame uninjured to the world. He promifed 
me in general terms, that nothing Ihould be want- 
ing which his power could add to my happinefs, but 
forbore to releafe me from my confinement, I knew 
how much my reception in th^ world depended upon 
nay fpeedy return, and was therefore outrageoufly 
impatient of his delays, whicdi I now perceived to be 
oply artifices of lewdnefs. He told me, at laft, with 
on appearance of forrow, that all hopes of reftoration 
to my former ftate were for ever precluded i that 
chance had difcovered my fecr«, and malice di- 
vulged it ; and that nothing now remained, but to 
fcek a retreat more^rivate, where curiofity or hatre4 
could mever fi^d us. 

The rage, anguifli, and refentment, which I felt 
^ t^iB account, are not to be exprefled^ I was In 
ib much dreafl of reproach and infamy, which he re- 
prefented as purfuing me with full cry, that I yielded 
myfelf iinplicitly to his diipofal, and was removed, 
Mfith a thoufand ftudied precautions, through by- 
: . N 4 waya 
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ways and dark paffages to another houfe, where I 
harafled him with perpetual folicitations for a fmall 
annuity, that nnight enable me to live in the country 
in obfcurity and innocence. 

This demand he at firft evaded with ardent pro- 
feffions> but in time appeared offended ^t my im- 
portunity and diftruft ; and having one day endea- 
voured to footh me with uncommon expreflions of 
tendernefs, when he found my difcontent immove- 
able, left me with fome inarticulate murmurs of 
anger. I was pleafed that he was at laft roufed to 
fenfibility, and expefting that at his next vifit he 
would comply with my requeft, lived with great 
tranquillity upon the money in my hands, and was 
fo much pleafed with this paufe of perfecution, that 
I did not refleft how much his abfence had exceeded 
the ufual intervals, till I was alarmed with the 
danger of wanting fubfiftence. I then fuddenly con- 
tracted my expences, but was unwilling to fupplicate 
for affiftance. Neceffity, however, foon overcame 
my modefty or my pride, and I applied to him by 
a letter, but had no anfwer. I writ in terms more 
prefling, but without efFeft. I then fent an agent 
to enquire after him, who informed me, that he had 
quitted his houfe, and was gone with his family to 
rcfide for fome time upon his eftate in Ireland. 

However Ihocked at this abrupt departure, I was 
yet unwilling to believe that he could wholly aban- 
don me, and therefore, by the fale of my clothes, I 
fuppoirted myfelf, expefting that every poft would 
bring me relief. Thus I paffed feven months be- 
tween hope and dejeftion, in a gradual approach 
to poverty .and diftrcfs, emaciated with difcontent, 
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and bewildered with uncertainty. At laft, my land- 
lady, after many hints of the neceflity of a newlover^ 
took the opportunity of my abfence to- fearcH my 
boxes, and miffing fome of my apparel, feizcJi the re- 
mainder £br rent, and led me to the door. 

To remonftrate againft legal crtielty, was yain ; to 
fupplicate obdurate brutality, was hopelefs. I went 
away I knew not whither, and wandered about with- 
out any fettled purpofe, unacquainted with the ufual 
expedients of mifery, unqualified for laborious of- 
fices, afraid to meet an eye that had feen me before, 
and hopelefs of relief from thofe;who were flrangers 
to my foniier condition. Night came on in the 
midft of my diftraftion, and I ftill continued to wan- 
der till the menaces of the watch obliged me to ftiel- 
ter myfclf in a covered paffagc. 

Next day, I procured a lodging in the back- 
ward garret of a mean houfe, and employed my 
landlady to enquire for a fervice. My applications 
were generally rejected for want of a charadter. 
At length, I was received at a draper's ; but when 
it was known to my miftrefs that I had only one 
g6wn, and that of filk, Ihe was of opinion that I 
looked like a thief, and without warning hurried me 
away. I then tried to fupport myfelf by my needle ; 
and, by my landlady's recommendation, obtained a 
little work from a fhop, and for three weeks lived 
without repining; but when my punftuality had 
gained me fo much reputation, that I was trufled to 
make up a head of fome value, one of my fellow- 
lodgers Hole the lace> and I was obliged to fly from 
a profecution. 

Thus 
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Thus driven again into the ftrccts, 1 lived upon 
the k^ft that could fupport me, and at night accom- 
mod^Jtied aiyfeif under pent-houfc& as well as I could. 
At length I became abfolutely pennyiefs, and having 
ftrolled all day without fuftenance, was, at the 
clofe of evening, acc^fted- by an elderly man, with 
an invitation to a tavern. I refufed him with hefi- 
tation i he feized me by the hand, and drew me into 
a neighbouring houfe, where when he faw my face 
pale with hunger, and my eyes fwelling with tears, 
he fpurned me from him, and bad me cant and whine 
in fome Qther place ; he? for his part would take cara 
of his pockets, 

I ftiU continued to ftand in the way, having 
fcarcely ftrength to walk further, when another foon 
addreffed me in the fame manner. When he faw the 
faiiie tokens of calamity, he confiderQd that I might 
be obtained at a che^p rate, and therefore quickly 
. ipajde overtures, which I had np longer firmnefs to 
rejed. By this man I was nuaintained fopr months 
in penurious wick^nefs, and then abandoned to my 
fprmer condition, from which I wa^ delivered by 
apothcr keeper. 

In this abjedt ftate I have now paffed four years, 
the drudgie of extortion and the fport of drunken*- 
ncfs » Ibmetimes the property of one man, and fome- 
;imes. the common prey of accidental lewdnefs 5 at 
one time txicked up for fale by the miftrefs of a 
brothel, at another begging in the ftreets to be re- 
lieved from hunger by wickcdnefs; withoxjt any* 
hope in the day but of finding fome whom folly or 
cxcefs may expofe to my allurements, and without aijy- 
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reflexions at night, bijt fuch as guUt ancj terror im* 
prefs upon me. 

If thofc who pafs their days in plenty and fccu-* 
rity, could vifit for an hour the difm.al receptacles 
to which the proftitutc retires from her nofturnal 
cxcurfions, and fee the wretches that lie crowded 
together^ noad with intemperance, ghaftly with fa-r 
mine, naufeous with filth, and noifome with dif^ 
cafe; it would not be eafy for any degree of abhor-* 
rence to harden them againft compaflion, or to re- 
prefs the defire which they muft immediately feel to 
refcue fuch numbers of human beings from a ftatc 
fo dreadful. 

It is faid that in France they annually evacuate 
their ftreets, and (hip their proftitutes and vagabonds 
to their colonies. If the women that infeft this city 
had the fame opportunity of efcaping from their 
miferies, I believe very little force would be necef- 
fary J fpr who among them can dread any change ? 
Many of us indeed are wholly unqualified for any 
but the moft fervile employments, and thofe perhaps 
would require the care of a magiftrate to hinder 
them from following the. fame praftices in another 
country; but others are only precluded by infamy 
frovn. reformation, and wpuld gladly be delivered on 
any t;er.ms from the neceflity of guilt and the tyranny 
of chapcc. No plac^ bgt a populous city ean af- 
for^t opportunities for open proftitution, and where 
the eye of juftice can attend to individuals, thofc 
wl>p cannot be made good may be reftrained from 
rpifchief. For ipy part, I Ihould exult at the pri- . 
i^legc of banilhment, and think my.fclf happy in any 
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region that ihould rcftore me once again to honefty 
and peace. 

I am, S I R, &c. 

MISELLA. 



Numb. 172. Saturday, November 9, 175 1. 

S^e rogare files qualisjtm, Prifce, futurus 

Sifiam locupUs ; Jsmque repente potens» 
^emquam pejfe putas mores narrare futurus ? 

Die mibit fifias tu leo^ qualis eris. Maht. 

Prt/cus, you've often afk'd me how I'd live, 

Shou'd fate at once both wealth and honour give. 

What foul his future conduct can forefee ? 

Tell me what fort of lion you wou'd be. F. Lewisi 

NOTHING has been longer obferved, tlian 
that a change bf fortune caufes a change of 
. manners ; and that it is difficult to conjefture, from 
the condudk of him whom we fee in a low condi- 
tion, how he would aft, if wealth and power were 
put into his hands. But it is generally agreed, 
that few men are made better by affluence or exalt- 
ation J and that the powers of the mind, when they 
are unbound and expanded by the fun-lhine of feli- 
city, more frequently luxuriate into follies, than 
bloflbm into goodnefs. 

Many obfcrvations have concurred to cftablifh 
this opinion, and it is not likely foon to become ob- 
foletc, for want of new occafipn* to revive it. The 
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greater part of mankind are corrupt in every con- 
dition, and differ in high and in low ftations, only as 
they have more or fewer opportunities of gratifying 
their delires, or as they are more or lefs reftrained 
by human cenfures. Many vitiate their principle^ 
in the acquifition of riches ; and who can wonder 
that what is gained by fraud and extortion is enjoyed 
with tyranny and excefs ? 

Yet I am willing to believe that the depravation 
ofthe mind by external advantages, though certainly 
not uncommon, yet approaches not fo nearly to uni- 
verfality, as fome have aflerted in the bittcrnefs of 
refentment, or heat of declamation. 

Whoever rifes above thofe who once pleafed them- 
fclves with equality, will have many malevolent 
gazers at his eminence. To gain fooner than others 
that which all purfue with the fame ardour, and to 
which all imagine themfclves entitled, will for ever 
be a crime. When thofe who ftarted with us in the 
race of life, leave us fo far behind, that we have 
little hope to overtake them, -v^e revenge our difap- 
pointment by remarks on the arts of fupplantation 
by which they gained the advantage, or on the folly 
and arrogance with which they poffefs it. Of them, 
whofe rife we could not hinder, we folace ourfclves 
by prognofticating the fall. 

It is impoffible for human purity not to betray to 
an eye, thus ftiarpened by malignity, fome ftains 
which lay concealed and unregarded while . none 
thought it their intercft to difcover them | nor can 
the moft circumfpeft attention, or fteady reftitude, 
<efcape blame from cenfors^ who have no inclination 
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to approve. Riches therefore perhaps do not fo often 
produce crimes as incite accufers. 

The common charge againft thofe who rife aboVe 
their original condition, is that of pride. It is (Cer- 
tain that fucccfs naturally confirms us in k favourable 
opiniofi of our own abilities. Scarce any man i^ 
willing to allot to act^ident, friendfhip, and a thou- 
fand caufes, which concur in every event without 
human contrivance or intei^pofition, the part Sitrhich 
they may juftly claim in his advancement. Wc rate 
ourfdves by our forttirtc rather than our virtucsi 
tad exorbitant claims are quickly produced by ima* 
ginary nierit* -But captioufnefs and jealo^uly arc 
likewife eafily oiFcnded, and to him ^o ftudioufly 
looks for an affront, every mode of behaviour will 
fupply it; freedom will be radencfs, and refervc 
fuUennefs; mirth will be negligence, airid fcridtaf- 
nefs formality : when he is received with ceremony^ 
diftance arid re^reA are inculcated ; if he is t^ented 
with familiarity* he concludes himfcif itiftilt«dby 
condefcenfions. 

. It muft however be confefl^, that as aH ftrdden 
changes are dangerous, a quick trknfition fifom 
poverty to abundance can felddm be made with 
fafety. He that has long lived witfii'n fig'ht of 
pleafures which he could not reach, will rteed iriott 
than common moderation, not to Idfe his reafeA in 
unboihnded riot, when they tfre firil i^ut into his 
power. 

• Every ^oHeffion is endeared by novelty; every 
gratificatioiife exaggerated by dtfilre. It is dilRcult 
nfot to cftinaate ^at Js lately gaJnfcd iabovc its ifekl 
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i%lu€ ; it is impoflibk n6t to annex greater h^j^i* 
hefs to that condition ir6m ^hich We are unwil^ 
ISigly -excluded, than ftattife has qualified -us to 6b- 
tate. ¥bt this reafoft, the remote inheritor of an 
-aflexpefted f6i*turife, ftiay b^ g^nei^lly diftinguiflied 
from thdfe who fere enriched in the coitwnOri cotrrfe 
?0f lineal dtkenty by his greater haf^c to enjoy hh 
wealth, by the finery of his drefs, the pomp of his 
cqoipa^, the '%leiidor x)f his furniture, jnd the 
luxury of his table. - 

A tbouffthd things which familiarity -difcovers tb 
be of little value, have poWer for-a time to feiz€ the 
imagination. A Virginian k^ng^ when t\^ Eurap^ans 
had fixed a lock on his door, was fo delighted to find 
his fubjefts admitted or excluded with fcich facility, 
that it was from morning to evening his whole em- 
ployment <0 turn the key. We, amon^ Whcfm locks 
and keys have been longer in ufe, are ihdined to 
laugh at this American amufement j yet I doubt 
whether this paper will have a fingle reader that 
may not apply the ftory to himfelf, and rccolle6t 
fome hour« of his life in which he has bden ec^uaUy 
overpowered by the -tranfittory charms of trifling no-- 
velty. 

Some indulgence is due to him whom a happy 
gale of -fortune has fuddenly tranfported into new 
regions, where unaccuftoiaied luftre dazzles his eyes, 
and untafted delicacies -folicit his appetite. Let 
him not *be confid^ed as loft ih hopelefs degene- 
racy, though he for a while forgets the regard due 
to others, to mdulge the 't6ntttdp\it\oh '6f fetflfelf, 
ahci Ih tlie <:xtl-aV'a'|ahc5fe "O? his firft i-apttireis ex- 
;^eAs '<hUt Wtyc IhoiiH Ye^gtilat^s file mtftififns *df 
• 5 all 
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all that approach hioij and his opinion be received 
as decifive and oraculous. His intoxication will 
give way to time 5 the madncfs of joy will fume 
imperceptibly away 5 the fenfe of his infufficiency 
will foon return; he will remember that the co- 
operation of others is neceffary to his happinefs^ 
and learn to conciliate their regard by reciprocal 
beneficence. 

There is^ at lead:, one confideration which ought 
to alleviate our cenfurcs of the powerful and rich* 
To imagine them chargeable with all the guilt and 
folly of their own aftions^ is to b? very little ac- 
quainted with the world. 

Di Pab/olu pouvoir vcus ignorez Vyvrejfiy 
Et du lacheJUtteur la voix enchanter effi. 

Thou haft not known the giddy whirls of fate^ 
Nor fervile flatteries which enchant the great. 

MifsA. W. 

He that can do much good or harm^ will not find 
many whom ambition or cowardice will fufiTer to be 
fincere. While we live upon the level with the reft 
of mankind^ we are reminded of our duty by the ad- 
monitions of friends^ and reproaches of enemies s 
but men who ftand in the higheft ranks of focicty, 
feldom hear of their faults; if by any accident an 
opprobrious clamour reaches their ears, flattery is 
always at hand to pour in her opiates, to quiet con- 
viftion, and obtund remorfe. 

Favour is feldom gained but by conformity in vice. 
Virtue can ftand without affiftapce, and confiders 
herfelf as very little obliged by countenance and 
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approbation : but vice^ fpiritlefs and timorous^ feelcA 
the fhclter of crowds, and fupport of confederacy* 
The fycophant, therefore, ncglefts the good qualities 
of his patron, and employs all his art on his weak* 
neflcs and follies, regales his reigning vanity, or fti- 
iinulates his prevalent defires. 

Virtue is fufficiently difficult with any circum-* 
ftanccs, but the difficulty is increafed when reproof 
and advice are frighted away. In common lifej rea- 
fon and confcience have only the appetites and paf- 
fions to encounter; but in higher ftations, they muf!: 
oppofe artifice and adulation. He, therefore, tKat 
yields to fuch temptations, cannot give thofe who 
look upon his mifcarriage much reafon for exulta- 
tion, fince few can juftly prefume that from the fame 
foarc they Should have been able to efcape. 
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Numb. 173. Tv esd ay ^ November 12, 1751^ 

^omrtuSy quo ferat error ? ' Hor* 

Now fay, where virtue flops, and vice begins ? 

AS any aftion or pofturc, long continued, will 
diftort and disfigure the limbs ; fo the mind 
likewife is crippled and contrafted by perpetual ap- 
plicatiorr to the fame fet of ideas. It is cafy to guefs 
the trade of an artizan by his knees, his fingers, or 
his fcouldcrs 5 and there are few among men of the 
more liberal profeflions, whofe minds do not carry 
the brand of their calling, or whofe converfation does 
not quickly difcover to what clafs of the community 
they belong. - 

Thefe peculiarities have been of great ufe, in the 
general hoftility which every part of mankind exe^- 
cifes againft the reft, to furnifti infults and farcafms. 
Every art has its dialeft uncouth and ungrateful to 
all whom cuftom has not reconciled to its found, and 
^^hich therefore becomes ridiculous by a flight mif- 
application, or unneceflary repetition. 

The general reproach with which ignorance re- 
venges the fupercilioufnefs of' learning, is that of 
pedantry ; a cenfure which every man incurs, who 
has at any time the misfortune to talk to thofe who 
cannot underftand him, and by which the mod^ft 
and timorous are fometimes frighted from the dif- 
play of their acquifitions, and the exertion of their 
powers. 

The 
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The name of a pedant is fo formidable to young 
men when they fipft fally. from their colleges, and is 
fo liberally fcattered by thofc who mean to boaft their 
elegance of education, eafinefs of manners, and know«* 
ledge of the world, that it fcems to require particular 
corifideration ; fince, perhaps, if it were once under-^ 
ftood, many a heart might be freed from painful ap* 
prehenfions, and many a tongue delivered from re* 
ftraint* 

Pedantry is the unfeafonable oftentation of learning* 
It may be difcovered cither in the choice of a fubjeft, 
or in the manner of treating it. He is undoubtedly 
guilty of pedantry, who, when he has made himfelf 
matter of fome abftrufe and uncultivated part of 
knowledge, obtrudes his remarks and difcoverics 
: upon thofe whom he believes unable to judge of his 
proficiency, and from whom, as he cannot fear con- 
pradiftion, he cannot properly expeft applaufe* 

To this error the ftudent is fometimes betrayed by 
the natural recurrence of the mind to its common 
employment, by the pleafure which every man re- 
ceives ffom the recolledion of pleafing images, and 
the defire of dwelling upon topicks, on which he 
knows himfelf able to fpeak with juftnefs. But be- 
caufe we are feldom fo far prejudiced in favour of 
tach other, as to fearch out for palliations, this failure 
of politenefs is imputed always to vanity j and the 
harmlefs collegiate, who perhaps intended entertain- 
ment and inftruftion, or at worft only fpoke without 
fufficient reflediCn upon the character of his hearerSji * 
is cenfured as arrogant or overbearing, and eager to 
extend his renown, in contempt of the convenience 
of fociety, and the laws of converfation. ' ^ 
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All difcourfc of which others cannot partake, is 
not only an irkfomc ufurpation of the tintie devoted 
to pleafure and entertainment, but, what never fails 
\o excite very. keen refentmenC, an infolent alTertion 
of fuperiority, and a triumph over lefs enlightened 
underftandings. The pedant is, therefore, not only 
heard with wearinefs, but malignity ; and thofe who 
conceive themfelves infulted by his knowledge, never 
fail to tell with acrimony how injudicioufly it was 
exerted. 

To avoid this dangerous imputation, fcholars fome- 
times diveft themfelves with too much hafte of their 
academical formality, and in their endeavours to ac- 
commodate their notions and their ftyle to conimon 
conceptions, talk rather of any thing than of that 
which they underftand, and fink into infipidity of 
fentiment and meannefs of expreffion. , 

There prevails among men of letters an opinion, 
that all appearance of fdiencc is particularly hateful 
to women 5 and that therefore, whoever defires to be 
Well received in female aflcmblies, muft qualify him- 
felf by a total rejeftion of all that is ferious, rational, 
or important j muft confider argument or criticifm, as 
perpetually interdifted j and devote all his attention 
to trifles, and all his eloquence to compliment. 

Students often form their notions of the prefent 
generation from the writings of the paft, and are not 
very early informed of thofe changes which the gra-^ 
dual difFufion of knowledge, or the fudden caprice 
of fafhion, produces in the world. Whatever might 
be the ftate of female literature in the laft century^ 
there is now no longer any danger left the fcbolar 
Ihould want an adequate audieace at the t€a-table $ 
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and whoever thinks it neceffary to regulate his con- 
verfation by antiquated rules> will be rather defpifed 
for his futility than careffed for his politencfs. 

To talk intentiofvally in a nfianner above the com- 
prehcnfion of thofe whom we addrefs, is. unqueftion- 
able pedantry i but furely complaifaBce requires, that 
no man ihould^ without proof, conclude his company 
incapable of following him to the higheft elev«tioa 
of his fancy, or the utmoft extent of his knowledge. 
It is always fafer to err in favour of others than of 
ourfelves, and therefore we feldom hazard much by 
endeavouring to excel. 

It ought at leaft to be the care of learning, whcm 
ihc quits her exaltation, to defcend with dignity. 
Nothing is more defpicable than the airinefs and jo- 
cularity of a man bred to fevere fcience, and folitary 
meditation. To trifle agreeably is a fecret which 
fchools cannot impart 5 that gay negligence and vi- 
vacious levity, which charm down refiftance where- 
cyer they appear, are never attainable by him who, 
liaving fpent his firft years among the duft of libra- 
ries, enters late into the gay world with an unpliant 
attention and eftablifhed habits. 

It is obferved in the panegyrick on Fahricius the 
mcchanift, that, though forced by publick employ- 
ments into mingled converfation, he never loft th« 
modefty and ferioufnefs of the convent, nor drew ri- 
dicule upon himfelf by an afFcfted imitation of fa- 
Ihionablc life. To the fame praife every man de- 
voted to learning ought to afpire. If he attempts 
the fbfter arts of pleafmg, and endeavours to learn the 
graceful bow and the familiar embrace, the infinuat- 
ing accent and the general fmile, he will lofe the 
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rcfpcft due to the charaftcr of learning, without ar- 
riving at the envied honour of doing any thing with 
elegance and facility. 

Ifbeopbraftus was difcovercd not to be a native of 
Atbensy by fo ftrift an adherence to the jitHf dialed, 
as (hewed that he had learned it not by cuftom^ but 
by rule, A man not early formed to habitual ele- 
gancej betrays in like manner the eflfedts of his edu- 
cation^ by an unneceffary anxiety of behaviour. It 
is as pof&ble to become pedantick by fear of pe^ 
dantry, as to be troublefome by ill-timed civility. 
There is no kind of impertinence more juftly cea-* 
durable, than his who is always labouring ^q level 
^oughts to intellefts higher than his own i who apo-^ 
iogi^es for every word which his own n^rrownefs of 
converfeinclincs him to think unufual; keep$ the 
exuberance of his faculties under vifible r^ftraint ; is 
felicitous to anticipate enquiries by necdlefs; expla-f 
nations ; and endeavours to fliade his own abilities^ 
left weak eyes ibould b? d^^^led with their luftre. 
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NiJM»» 174. Saturday, November 15, 175^1, 

FcenuM babet in cornu^ longe fuge^ dummdrrifum 

Ssccutrnt fihiy non bic cutfuatn parut amicoh Hoa» 

Yonder he drives avoid that furious beaft ? 

If he may have hisjeft, he never cares 

At whofe exp^nce j nor friend nor patron fpares. 

Francis, 

To the RAMBLER. 

Mr. Rambler^ 

THE laws of focial benevolence require, that 
every man fhould endeavour to aflift others 
by his experience. He that has at laft efcaped into 
port from the fluftuations of chance, and the gufts 
of oppofition, ought to make fome improvements in 
the chart of life, by marking the rocks on whicli he 
has been dallied, and the /hallows where he has been 
Ktranded. 

The error into which I was betrayed, when cuftom 
firft gave me up to my own direftion, is very fre- 
quently incident to the quick, the fprightly, the fear- 
Jefs, and the gay j to all whofe ardour hurries them 
into precipitate execution of their defigns, and im- 
prudent declaration of their opinions ; who feldom 
count, the coft of pleafure, or examine the diftant 
confequences of any pradice that flatters them witlv 
immediate gratification. 

O 4 I QJUTie 
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I came forth into the crowded world with the ufual 
juvenile ambition^ and defired nothing beyond the 
title of a wit. Money I confidcred as below my 
care } for I faw fuch noultitudes grow rich without 
underftanding, that I could not forbear to look on 
wealth as an acquifition eafy to induftry direded by 
genius, and therefore threw it afide as a fecoodary 
convenience, to be procured when my principal wilh 
fhould be fatisfied, and the claim to intelleftual ex-^ 
ccUence univerfally acknowledged. 

With this view I regulated my behaviour in pub- 
lick, and exercifed my meditations in folitude. My 
life was divided between the care of providing topitks 
for the entertainment of my company, and that of 
coUcfting company worthy to be entertained j for I 
food found, that wit, like every other power, has it^ 
boundaries j that its fuccefs depends upon the apti- 
tude of others to receive impreflions ; and that as 
fome bodies, indiffoluble by heat^ can fet; the furnace 
and crucible at defiance, there are pfiinds upon which 
the rays of fancy may be pointed without efFeft, and 
which no fir^ of fcntiment c^n agitate or exalt. 

It was, however, not long before I fitted myfclf 
with a fet of companions who knew how to laugh^ 
and to whom no other recommendation was neqef* 
fary than the power of ftriking out a jeft. Among 
thofe I fixed my refidenc^, and for a time enjoyed 
the felicity of difturbing the neighbours every night 
with the obftreperous applayfe which niy fallies forced 
from the audience. The reputation pf our club every 
day increafcd, and as my flights and remarks were 
circulated by my admirers, every day brought new 
foUcitations for admiffign into our focjety. 

To 
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To fupport this perpetual fund of merriment, I 
frequented every place of concourfe, cultivated the 
acquaintance of all the faibionable race, and paffed 
the day ill a continual fucceffion of vifits, in which 
I colleftcd a treafure of pleafantry for the cxpences of 
the evening. Whatever error of conduft I could dif. 
cover, whatever peculiarity of manner I could ob- 
ferve, whatever weaknefs was betrayed by confidence^ 
whatever lapfe was fuffered by negledt, all was drawn 
together for the diverfion of my wild companions, 
who, when they had been taught the art of ridicule, 
never failed to fignalizc themfelves by a zealous imi- 
tation, and filled the town on the cnfuing day with 
fcandal and vexation, with merriment and fliame. 

I can fcarcely believe, when I recoiled my own 
pradlice, that I could have been fo far deluded with 
petty praife, as to divulge the fecrets of truft, and 
to expofe the levities of franknefs j to waylay the 
walks of the cautious, and furprifethefecurity of the 
thoughtlefs. Yet it is certain, that for many years 
I heard nothing but with defign to tell it, and faw 
nothing with any other curiofity than after fomc 
failure that might furnifti out a jeft. 

'My heart, indeed, acquits me of deliberate ma- 
lignity, or/interefted infidioufnefs. I had no other 
purpofe than to heighten the pleafure of laughter by 
comm«unication, nor ever raifed any pecuniary ad- 
vantage from the calamities of others. I led weak- 
nefs and negligence into difficulties, only that I 
might divert myfelf with their perplexities and dif* 
trefles ; and violated every law of fricndlhip, with 
no other hope than that of gaiaing the reputation of 
fmartnefs ^nd waggery, . . 

I would 



Digitized by 



Google 



2oa THB RAMBLER- NM74, 

I would not be undcrftood to charge myfelf with 
^ny crimes of the atrocious or deftruftive kind. I 
never betrayed an heir to gamefters, or a girl to de- 
bauchees; never intercepted the kindnefs of a patron^ 
or fported away the reputation of- innocence. My 
delight was only in petty mifchieC and momentary 
vexations^ and my acutenefs was employed not upon 
fraud and oppreflion which it had been meritorious 
to deted, but upon hj^rmlefs ignorance or abfurdity, 
prejudice or miftakc. 

. This enquiry I purfued with fo much diligence and 
fagacity, that I was able to relate, of every man 
whom I knew, fome blunder or mifcarriage ; to be- 
tf ay the mod circumfped of my friends into follies, 
by a judicious flattery of his predominant paflloni 
or txpofe him to contempt, by placing him in cir- 
cumftances which put his prejudices into aftion, 
brought to view his natural defe6bs, or drew the at- 
tention of the company on his airs of aflTeftation. 1 

The power had been poflfelTed in vain if it had ne- 
vei; been exerted; and it^was not my cuftom to let i 

any arts of jocularity remain unemployed. My im- i 

patience of applaufe brought me always early to the J 

place of entertainment ; and I feldom failed to lay a 
fcheme with the fmall knot that firft gathered round 
me, by which fome of thofe whom we expected might; 
be made fubfervient to our fport. Every man has 
fome favourite topick of convQrfation, on which, by 
a feigned ferioufnefs of attention, b.e may be ,drawn 
to expatiate without end» Every man has fome ha-« 
bitual contortion of body, or eftabliihcd mode of ex- 
prefllon, which never fails to raifo mirth if it be 
pointed out to notice. By prCT)pnitions of theft 
. - parti-* 
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particularities I fecured our pleafantry. Our com- 
panioD -entered with his ufual gaiety, and began to 
partake of our noify cheerfulnefs, when the conver- 
iation was imperceptibly diverted to a fubjeft which 
prefled upon his tender part, and extorted the expe€l* 
ed Ihrug, the cuftomary exclamation, or the predifbed 
remark. A general clamour of joy then burfl: from 
all that were admitted to the ftratagem. Our mirth 
was often increafed by the triumph of him that occa^ 
fioned it $ for as we do not haitily form conclufions; 
againft ourielves, fcldom any one fufpcdbed, that he 
had exhilarated, us otherwife than by his wit. 

You will hear, I believe, with very little furprizc,. 
that by this condudt I had in a. ihort time united 
mankind againft me, and that every tongue was dili- 
gent in prevention or revenge. I foon perceived" 
myfclf regarded with malevolence or diftruft, but 
wondered* what had been difcovered in me either ter- 
rible or hateful. I had invaded no man*s property ; 
J had rivalled no man's claims ; nor had ever en* 
gaged in any of thofe attempts which provoke the 
jealoufy of ambition, or therage of faftion.. I had? 
lived but to laugh, and make others laugh ^ and b&- 
lieved that T was loved by all who careffcd, and fav 
voured by all who applauded.me. I never imagined, 
that he who, in the mirth of a nofturnal revel, con- 
curred, in ridiculing his friend, would confider, in a 
.cooler hour, that the fame trick might be played 
againft himfelf i or that, even where the^e is nofcnfc 
of danger, the natural pride of human nature rifes 
againft him, who by general ccnfurcs lays claim to 
general fuperiority, 

I was 
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I was convinced, by a total dcfertion, of the in>- 
propriety of my conduct ; every man avoided, and 
cautioned others to avoid me. Wherever I came, I 
found filence and dejeftion, coldnefs and terror. No 
one would venture to fpeak, left he fhould lay him- 
felf open to unfavourable reprefentations j the com- 
pany, however numerous, dropped ofFat my entrance 
upon various pretences j and if I retired to avoid the 
fhame of being left, I heard confidence and mirth 
revive at my departure. 

If thofe whom I had thus ofitnded, could have 
contented themfelves with repaying one infult for 
another, and kept up the war only by a reciprocation 
of farcafms, they might have perhaps vexed, but 
would never much have hurt me j for no man heartily 
hates him at whom he can laugh. But thefe wounda 
which they give me as they fly, are without cure ; 
this alarm which they fpread by their folicitude to 
efcape me, excludes me from all fricndfhip and from 
all plcafure. I am condemned to pafs a long inter-. 
val of my life in folitude, as a man fufpefted of infec- 
tion is refufcd admiflTion into cities ; and muft linger 
in obfcurity, till my conduft fhall convince the 
world, that I may be approached without hazard, 

I am, &c. 

DICACULUS, 
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Numb. 175. Tue&day^ November 19, ly^l. 

Rari quipfe hcni^ numero vlxfunt totidem quot 

Thebarum /^r/iT, vel divitis ofiia l^ill. f\ii»^ 

Good men are fcarce, the juft are thinly fown j 
They thrive but ill, nor can they laft when grown. 
And fhould we count them, and our ftore compile ; 
Yet Tbebss more gates could (hew, m<)re mouths the Nile, 

Creech* 

NONE of the axioms of wifdom which recom- 
mend the ancient fages to veneration^ feem$ 
to have required lefs extent of knowledge^ or perfpi- 
cacity of penetration, than the remark of BiaSy that 
•I itrxUyitHgLYAiy the majority are wicked. 

The depravity of mankind is fo eafily difcovcr- 
able, that nothing but the defcrt or the cell can 
exclude it from notice. The knowledge of crimes 
intrudes uncalled and undefired. They whom their 
abftfaftion from common occurrences hinders from 
feeing iniquity, will quickly have their attention 
awakened by feeling it. Even he who ventures 
not into the world, may learn its corruption in his 
clofet. For what are treatifes of morality, but 
perfuafives to the praftice of duties, for which no 
arguments would be neceflary, but that we are con- 
tinually tempted to violate or negleft them ? What 
are all the records of hiftory, but narratives of fuc-. 
ccffivc villanies, of treafons and ufurpations, maffa- 
cres and wars ? 
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But, perhaps^ the excellence of aphorifms confifts 
not (6 much in the expreffion of feme rare or ab- 
ftnife fentimcnt, as in thfe comprehenfion of fonie ob- 
vious and ufeful truth in a few words. We fre- 
quently fall into error and folly not becaufe the true 
principles of aftion are not known, but becaufe, for 
a time, they are not remembered j and he may there^ 
fore be juftly numbered among the bencfaftors of 
mankind, who contrafts the great rules of life into 
fhort fentences, that may be. eafily impreffed on the 
memory, and taught by frequent recolleftion to re- 
cur habitually to the mind. 

However thofe who have paffed through half the 
life of man, may now wonder that any (hould re- 
quire to be cautioned againft corruption, they will 
find, that they have themfelvcs purchafed their con- 
^viftion by many difappointments and vexations, 
which an earlier knowledge would have fparcd them; 
and may fee, on every fide, fome entangling them- 
ielves in perplexities, and fome finking into ruin, by 
ignorance or negle6l of the maxim of Bias. 

Every day fends out, in queft of pleafure and dif- 
tindtion, fome heir fondled in ignorance, and flat- 
tered into pride. He comes forth with all the con- 
fidence of a fpirit unacquainted with fuperiors, and 
all the benevolence of a mind not yet irritated by 
oppofition, alarmed by* -fraud, or embittered by 
cruelty. He loves all, becaufe he imagines himfelf 
the univerfal favourite. Every exchange of faluta- 
tion produces new acquaintance, and every acquaint- 
ance kindles into friendfiiip. 

Every feafon brings a new flight of beauties, into 

the world, who have hitherto heard only of their 

6 own 
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own charms^ and imagine that the heart feels ,no 
paffipn but that of love. They are;foon furrounded 
by admirers whom they credit, bccaufe they tell 
them only what is heard with .delight. Whoever 
gazes upon them is a lover j and whoever forces a 
iigh, is pining in defpair. 

He furely is a ufeful monitor, who inculcates to 
thefe thoughtlefs ftrangers, that the majority, are 
wicked', who informs them, that the train which 
wealth and beauty draw after them, is lured only by 
the fccnt of prey j and that, perhaps, among all thofe 
who crowd about them with profeffions and flatteries, 
there is not one who does not hope for fome oppor- 
tunity to devour or betray tl)em, to glut himfelf by 
their dcftrudtion, or to fhare their fpoils with aftronger 
fava^e. 

Virtue prcfented fingly to the imagination or 
the rpafon, is fo well recommended by its own 
graces, and fo ftrongly fupported by arguments, 
that a good man wonders how any can be bad'j and 
they who are ignorant of the force of paflion and in- 
tereft, who never obferved the arts of feduftion, the 
contagion of example, the gradual defcent from one 
crime to another, or the infenfible depravation of the 
principles by loofe convcrfation, naturally expcft to 
find integrity in every bofom, 'and veracity on every 
tongue. 

It is indeed impoffible not to hear from thofe who 
have lived longer, of wrongs and falfehoods, of 
violence and circumvention; but fuch narratives 
are commonly regarded by the young^ the heady, 
and the confident, as nothing more than the mur- 
murs of peevifhnefs, or the dreams of dotage $ and 

notwith- 
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notwithftanding all the documents of hoary wifdom> 
we commonly plunge into the world fearlefs and cre- 
dulous, without any forcfight of danger, or appre* 
henfion of deceit. 

I have remarked, in a former paper, that credulity 
is the common failing 'of unexperienced virtue; and 
that he who is fpontaneoufly fufpicious, may be juftly 
charged with radical corruption; for if he has not 
known the prevalence of diflbonefty by information, 
nor had time to obfervc it with his own eyes, 
whence can he take his meafures of judgment but from 
himfelf? 

They who beft defer vc to efcape the fnafes of arti- 
fice, are moft Jikely to be entangled. He that en-* 
deavours to live for the good of others, muft always 
be expofed to the arts of them who live only for 
themfelves, unlefs he is taught by timely precepts 
the ^aution required in common tranfaftions, and 
ihewn at a diftance the pitfals ofi treachery. 
' To youth, therefore, it fhould be carefully incul- 
cated> that to enter the road of life without caution 
or referve, in expeftation of general fidelity and 
juftice, is to launch on the wide ocean without the 
inftruments of fteerage, and to hope, that every wind 
will be profperous, and that every coaft will afibrd a 
harboun 

To enumerate the various motives to deceit and 
injury, would be to count all the defires that pre- 
vail among the fons of men; fincc there is no 
ambition however petty, no wifh however abfurd^ 
that by indulgence will not be enabled to over* 
power the influence of virtue. Many there are, 
who openly and almoft profefiedly regulate all their 

conduffc 
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condiiS: by their love of money ; wh'b have no realbn 
for aftioh or forbearance, for compliahee or refufal, ' 
than that they hape to gain more by one than by the 
ocheK ^Thift ztt indeed the meaneft and crucleft' 
oF'hunrfah beings, a race with wftditi, as' with fomc' 
peftiferous animals, the whole creation feems to be ^ 
at war ; but who, however detefted or fcorned, long 
continue to add heap to heap, and when they have 
reduced one to beggary, arc ftill permitted to faften 
onuanother^ , 

Others, yet lefs rationally wicked, pafs their lives 
in rtiifchief, bccaufc they cannot *be4r the fight of 
fuccefs, and mark out -every man for hatred^ whofc 
fame or fortune they believe increafmg. 

Many; who have «ot a'dyanced to thefe degrees * 
of guilt, are yiet Wholly trnxjualificd fot friendfhip,^ 
and unable to maintain any 'conftant or regular ^ 
courfe of kindnefs- V Happinefs may be deftoyed not 
only by anion with the liliani who is apparently the 
(Uveof iritefeft, blit with-him ^^homf a wild opinion 
of dit ^Jignity of perfevefance, in whatever caufc, 
difpofes, to purfuc every injury with unwearied and 
pei^^ual r^ientoieriti widi him whofe vanity in- 
clines him to cbnfider every man as^ rival in every 
pretenfion ; with him whofe airy negKgence puts his 
friend's affairs or fecrets in continual hazard, and 
who thinks* his forgetfulnefs of otheri excufed by his 
inatvhtioai to hinifelf j and with him whofe incon- 
llaiicy rariges without any fettled rule of choice 
the>ygfe-Y^Xties of friendlhip, and who adopts and 
difmifles favourites by the fudden impulie of caprice. 
,^^usiiuQ9<erOus^re the dangers to which the con* 
vcrfe -pS, mankind expofes us> and which can be 

yot,JV?I. P avoided 
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avoided only by J)rudc«t diftruft* He thcrefpfc, thalti 
remembering this falutary maxim learns early to 
t^ithhold his fondnefs from fair appearancesj; will, 
have reafon to pay fonnc honours to Bias of Priinet, 
y^lho enabled him to becooie wifis Witt^ut the coft of 
^cjcperience. 



Numb. 176. SAturdAV, iffovember %^^ ^75 J* 

On mp you turn the noie."— -« 

THERE are many veitatious accideMi . alod 
Uneafy lituatiohs which raifc little compallioii 
for the fuffereri and which no man but thofe whom 
the^ immediately diftrefs, can re^d with fi^riouf-* 
ncfs. Petty mifchiefs, ihat have no influonce on 
futurity, nor ex^nd their effi?£ls to the reft of life, 
ixz always feen with a kind. of malicioiis pieafiire. 
A miftakc or endbfarraflTm^nt, which for the ptefeAt 
momotnc fiUs thii face with bluihes> and the miod 
with confufioni ^vtill have nt> other effeft upon thofe 
who obferve it than that of tonvuldng them with 
irrefiftible laughter. Some circumftances of mifery 
are fd powerfully ridiculous, that neither kindneis 
Aor duty can withftand them % they bear down \(&t^ 
intereft, and reverence, and force the friend, the de« 
pendent, or the child, to give way to ii)|^taneous 
motions of merriment. 

Among the princip^ of comick calamities, mty 
be reckoned the pairt which an aythpi) ntot ycr 

hardened 
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^ddned ihtd rnfenfibllity; feds at the onfet of a fu-* 
riotis criticki whofc age, rank^ orfortlinci gives him 
coiiitcknce to fpeak without rfeferve ^ who heaps one 
otjeftlon upon a,iiother, and obtrudes his remarks, 
a^ enforces hireorrtftidns without tendernefs or 
awe». ■ • . '• . ^ .'. • ■• 

The author^ full of the. importance of his work^ 
itf^ i^ni^iaus for the juftification of every fyllable, 
ftarts and kindles 'at the flightefl: attack ; the criti<:k>* 
^rfag^r to cftablifli his fupcriority, triumphing ia 
erei^Tdiibovery,of faiJurl^, and zealous to imprefs the 
cogchey of hi« aVguirtcDtSj purfues him from line to 
line without' cttfation or rCmorfe. The critick, who* 
haaards little, proceeds with veheriieiice, impetuo- 
Atfi ztid fearlelihcft ; the author, whofe quiet and 
fame, and life and immortality, are involved in the 
<tonm>vet'iy, 'tries every art of fubtierfugc and de- 
finice; maintains modeftly what he refolves never to 
yield, and ^yields unwillingly what cannot be main- 
tained. The critick's purpofc is to conquer, the 
author only hopes tc^ efcapej the critick therefore 
kni^ his'brow, and raifes his voice, and rejoices 
'v^hc'heVer he perceives any tokens of pain excited by 
thepreflbrc of his aflcrtions, or the point of his far- 
calms; The author, whofc endeavour is at once to 
rtiollify and elude his perfecutor, compofes his features 
and foftens his accent, JS^reak^ the force of affault by' 
i^fir^l^" and rather ftepsafide than flies or advances/ 
Ais it very feldom happens that the rage of extern - 
pOhtfy'critickSn ihflifts fatal or lafting wounds, I 
know riot that' the laws of benevolence entitle this 
diftreft to much 'fympathy. The diverfion of bait- 
ing an author h^ j^e lanaioA of all ages and nations, 

j^ a aad 
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and is mofe lawful thad the fportjof teizirig otherl 
animals* bccaufe^ fpr the tnoft .part,. he. comes vo- 
luntarily to the fl:akc> furnifhed, .as he imagmes, by* 
the patron powers of litcracure, with refifl:le& 
weapons, and impenetrable armour, with the niail 
of, the boar of Erymantby and the paws of the lion-'of 
Nemea. 

But the works of genius are fometimes produced 
by mother motives than vanity; and he whomnec^v 
fity or duty enforces to write,, is not always fo well 
fatisfied with himfelf, as not t6 be difcouraged hf. 
Qcnforious impudence. It oaay therefore he neeeffaiy 
to confider how they whom piisbfe:i*t|<>»:lay^ 0pen tp 
. the infults of fuch as their obfeurityfecur^S ggmoft 
reprifals, may extricate themfclves from Unexf^^bed. 
encounters. .. ^ 

Vidaj a man of confiderable fkiU in the poji^ks 
of literature, direds his pupil wholly to abandon his 
defence, and even when he can irrefragabljr refotc.. 
all objedions, to fufFer tamely the exultations of his. 
antagonift. 

This rule may perhaps bejuft, when adyiqe is; 
aiked, and feverity folicited, becaufe no maa tells^ 
his opinion fo freely as when he imagines it rjeccivcd 
with implicit veneration j and criticks ought neyer 
to be confulted, but while errors may yet be reftified 
or infipidity fupprcffed. But when the book has 
once been difmiffed into the world, and can be no 
more retouched, I know not whether a very different 
condud fhould not be prefcribed, and whetherfinn- 
ncfs and fpirit may. not fometimes be of ufe to over- 
power arrogance and repel brutality. Softnefs, dif- 
fidence, and moderation, will often be pmiftal^en for- 

imbecility 
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imbecility and dejecbioni they lure. cowardice to th? 
attack by the hopes of eafy victory, and it will foon 
be found that he whom every man thinks he can 
conquer, iball never be at peace, 

Tl)e anin>adv?rfion3 of criticks are commonly 
fuch as may eafily provoke the fedateft writer to fom^ 
quicknefs of refentment and afperity of reply. A 
man who by long confideratlon has familiarifed a 
fubjedt to his own mind, carefully furvcyed the ferjes 
of his thoughts, and planned all the parts of his 
compofition into a regular dependance qn each other, 
will often ftart at the finiftrou§ interpretations, Of 
abfurd remarks of hafte ^nd ignorance, ^pd vopder 
by what infatuatiqn tl^ey haye been led away froni 
the obvipus fenfe, and i^pon what peculiar prii)« 
ciples of judgm^n; they decide againft him. 

The cyp pf the intdleA, like that of the body, is 
not equally perfed in all, nor equally adapted iix an]f 
to all objeds i the end of criticjfm \s to fupp^y it$ 
defers ', rules are the inftruments of mental yilion^ 
which may indeed aflift our faculties whei) properly 
ufed, but produce confufion and pbfcurity by un- 
ikilful application. 

Sooie fe^ always to read with the microfcopc 
of crilicifm, and employ their whole attention upoa 
fniaute elegs^nce, or faults fcarcely vifible to com* 
mon obfervation. The diffonapce of a fyllable, the 
recurrence of the fame found, the repetition of a 
particle, the fmajleft deviation from propriety, ihp 
(lighteft defeft in conftruftion or arrangement, fwelj 
before their eyes into enormities. A* they difcern 
with great exaftnefs, they comprehend but a narrow 
cpippafsj aQd know nothing gf the juftnefs of the 
P 3 dcfign^ 
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dcfign, the general fpirit of the performance^ the 
Artifice of conncftion, or the harmony of the parts: 
they never conceive how fmall a proportion that 
which they are bufy in contcnnplating bears to th^ 
^hole, or how the petty inaccuracies with which 
they are offended, are abfqrbed and loft in general 
^excellence. 

• Others are furnifhed by criticifm with 4 telefcope^ 
They fee with great clearncfs whatever is top remote 
to be difcovered by the reft of mankind^ but arc 
totally blind to all that lies immediately before them. 
They difcover in every paffage fome fecret meaning, 
fome remote allufion, fome artful allegory, or fome 
occult imitation which no pthe^' reader ever fuf^ 
pedlcdi but they have no perception of the: cogency 
of arguments, the force of pathetick fcntiments, the 
various colours of diftioDj or the flowery embellilh- 
ments of fancy $ of all that engages the attention of 
others, they are totally infejofible^ while they pry iiita 
, worlds of conjefture, and an^ufe themfe^ves with 
phantoms in th^ clouds. 

In critieifm, as in every pth«r art, we fail ibme^ 
times by our veaknefs, but more frequently by ov 
fault. Wc are fometimcs bewildered b$ ignwswice, 
«nd fometimes by prejudice, but we feldom deviate 
fzr from the right^ bt^t when we cl^W^r ourfclyes up 
to the direction of nnity. 
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I^UMB. 177. Tuesday, ^Qvember ^^6^ 1751, 

^'urpe tfi difficiUs ^ahert nvg^s* Ma ax, 

Thofe things which now feem frivolpus and flighty 

Will be of ferious confequence to you, 

''jiVheQ they have made you once ridiculous. RqscoMMQift 

^0 tU RAMBLER. 

SI?, 

WHEJsT I was, at ^hc ufual timc^ about ^o 
enter upon the prpfeffion to which my friend^ 
)iad dcftined me> being fummoned, by the death oif 
xny fathcF, into the country, I found niyf?lf maftcr 
pf an unexpe6ted fqm of money, and of an eftate, 
which though not large^ w^s, in iT^y opipippi, fuf- 
ficient to fupport me in a co^idition fa^ preferable to 
the fatigue, dcpendance, and tmcertainty of any gain- 
ful occupation, I therefore refolycd to devote the 
reft of my life whqHy to curiofity, and without any 
confinement of my excurfipns, or terminwon of m^ 
yiews, to wander Qve^p the boundlefs regions of 
^ general kr^owledge. 

This fcheme of life feemed pregnant ^ith inex-. 
hauftible variety, and therefore I could not forbea^ 
to congratulate myfelf upon the wifdorn of my choice. 
\ furnifhed a large room with all conveniencies for 
ftudy; collededbooksof every kind; quit^, every 
fcience at the firft perception of difguft; returnee! 
m it again ^s foon as my fornier ardour hajppened to, 
? 4f C^vivc^^ 
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revive J and having no rival to deprefs me by com- 
parifon, nor any critick to a^arm me with objec- 
tions, I fpent 4ay after day in profound tranquillity, 
with only fo much complacence in my own improve- 
. ments, as ferved to excite and animate my appli- 
cation. 

Thus I lived for fome years with ^complete ac-^ 
quiefcencc in my own plan of condudl, rifing early 
to read, and dividing the latter part of the day be-r 
tween economy, cxercife, and refle^^ion. But in 
time, I began to find my mind contrafted and 
ftiffened by folitude. My eafe and elegance were 
fenfibly impaired 5 I was ho longer able to accom- 
mpdate rpyfelf wiph readinefs to the accidental cur- 
rent of converfationi my notions grew particular an4 
paradoxical, and. my phrafeology formal and un- 
fafliionablci I fpoke, on common occafions, the 
lat^u^ge of books. My quicknefs of appr^henfion, 
an^ celerity of reply, had entirely defcrted me: 
when I delivered my opinion, or detailed my know- 
ledge, I was bewildered by ^n unfeafon^ble interro* 
gatory, difconperted by aqy flight oppofitioci, and 
overwhelmed ?pd Ipft in dejcftion, when the fmalleft 
' ^dv^ntage was, gained againft ri^e ip difpute. I be- 
came decjfive and dogmatical, impatient of contra- 
diftion, perpetually jealous of my charaftcr, in- 
folerit to fuch as acknowledged my fuperiority, and 
fullen and malignant to all who refufed to receive my 
diftates. 

This I foon difcpvered to be one of thoie intel- 
ledt^ial difeafes which a wife man fhould mstke hafte 
to cwf?. I therefore refolved for a tin\c tg. (hut n^y 

booJ^s, 
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books^ and learn again the art of conyerfation ; to 
defecate and clear my mind by briflccr motions^ and 
ftrongcr impulfcs ; and to unite oryfelf once more to 
the living generation. 

For this purpofe I hailed to London^ and en-i 
treated one of my academical acquaintances, to in-j 
troduce me into fomeof the little focieties of litera- 
turcj ^yhjch are fprqied in taverns and cofFee-houfes, 
H? was pjeafcd with an opportunity of fliewing mo 
to bis friends, and fqon obtained me admiffioft 
^mong a feleft cpnipany of curious men, who met 
once a w^elc to exhilarate their ftudies, apd compare 
their acquifitions. 

The eldeft and moft venerable of this fociety 
was Hirjufusy who, after the firft civilities of my 
reception^ found means to introduce the mention 
of his favoyrite ftudies, by a fevere cenfure of 
thofe whp w*i>p the due regard for their native 
country. He informed me, ,that he had early 
withdrawn his attention from foreign trifles, and 
^hatfince he begun to addid his mind to ferious 
and) manly ftudies, he had very carefully amaflcd 
all the ^^lijh books that were printed in the black 
charafter, Thisf fearch he had piirfued fo dili- 
gently^ tliat he was al^le to fliew tl^e deficiencies o£ 
the beft c^talpgqes. He had long fince cpmpjeted 
his Caxtoff^ l^ad three fticets of Trev^i^ unknowr^ 
to the antiquaries^ and wanted to ^ ptifkdi Pynfou 
but two volumes, of which one was promifed him 
as a legacy by its prefent poflelTor, and the other 
he was refolved to buy, at whatever price, when 
^i/quilius's library Ihould be ibid. Hir/utus hz^ 
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no other reafbn for the valuing or flighting a book, 
than that it was printed in the Roman or the Gotbick 
\tXXtty nor any ideas but fqch astiiis fayourite volumes 
had fupplied $ when he was ferious> he expatiated on 
^|ie narratives ofjoban de Trevi/a^ and ^hen he was 
pierry, regaled us ^ith a quotation from the Sbippe of 
Foles. 

. While I was liftening tq this hoary ftudent, Fer- 
ratus entered in a hurry^ and informed us with the 
abruptnefs pf cxtafy, that his fct of halfpence wa$ 
now complete i hei had juft received in a handful of 
change, the piece th^t he had fo lo^g been fecking^ 
^d coulcl now defy tnanHind to outgo his colleitioq 
ofEngli^^ copper* 

Cbartopbylax then o.bfcrvcd how fatally human fa-; 
gacity was fometimes bailed, and how pften the molt 
valuable difcovcries are npade by chance. He had 
employed himfclf and his emiffaries fcyen years ai 
great cxpencc, to pcrfeft his ferics of Gazettesy but 
had long wanted a fingle paper, which, when he 
defpajred of obtaining it,^as fcnt him wrapped roun^ 
^ parcel of tobacco, 

Cantilenus turned all his thoughts upon oldballads^i 
for he confidered them as the genuine records of the 
national tafte. He offered to Ihew me a copy of 
The Children in the Woody which he firmly believed 
to be of the firft edition, and by the help of which, 
the text might; be freed from fcveral corruptions, if 
this age of barbarity had any claim to fuch favour^ 
ftom him. 

Many were admitted into this fociety as inferio?: 
mcr^btrs, bccaufe they had coUedted old' prints andt 
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tocgkfted pamp^hlcts, <h* poiTcifed foviie fragment of 
^Dtiquity^ a^ the fcal of aii amient corpwation, th^ 
^harter of a religious houfe, the genealogy of a 
fimiiy extinft, dr a letter written in the reign of 

Every on§ of thefe yirtiiofos looked oq all hi^ 
^flbciates as wretches of depraved tafte and narrow 
notiqns. Their converfatiqn was,' therefore, fretful 
and wafpilh^ their behaviour brutal, their merriment 
bjuqply (arcaftick^ and their ferioufnefs gloomy and 
fufpicious. They were totally ignorant of all that 
paffes, or has lately paflTed in the world ; unable to 
difcufs any qupftipn of religious, political, or mill* 
tary knowledge j equally ftrangers to fcience and po- 
liter learning, and without any wifh to improve their 
minds, or any other pleafure than that of difplayihg 
rarities, of whiph they woqld not fu^er others to 
make the proper ufe. 

Hir/ufus gracioufly infprmed me, that the num- 
ber of their focicty was limited, but that I might 
ibmetimes attend as an auditor. I was pleafed to 
find myfelf in no danger of an honour, which I 
could not have willingly accepted, nor gracefully 
refufed, and left theni without any intention of re- 
turning, for I fdon found, that the fuppreffion of 
thofe habits with which I was vitiated, required af- 
fociation with men very different from this folemn 
race. 

I am, S|R, &c. 

yiVACULUS, 

U 
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I( is natural to feel grief or indignation^ when any 
thing neceflaryor ufeful is wantonly wafted^ or ne« 
gligently deftroyed.s and therefore my correfpondent 
f annot be blamed for looking with uneafinefs on the 
wafteoflife. Leifure and curiofity might foon.mak^ 
great advances in ufcfuj knowledge^ were they not 
diverted by minytc emulation and laborious trifles. 
It may, however, fornewhat inollify his angei* to re-? 
|ie<5t, that perhaps nqne of the aflembly which h? 
defcribcs, was capable of any nobler employment, 
^d that he who do^s his beft, however little, is air- 
ways to be diftinguifhed from him who doc^ nothing, 
Whatever bufies the mind without corrupting it^ 
has at leaft this ufe, that it refcues the day fron) 
idlenefs, and he that is never idle will not often bq 
Vicious, 
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Numb. 178. SAt ordAy, JSfovember 30^ t7^i* 

Farsfanitatisioilkfanariafuiu SfiNECA« 

Td yield to remedies is half the cure. 

J^TTHAGORAS Ift reported to have required from 
^ thofe whom he inftruftied in philofophy a proba-* 
tiohary filence of five years. Whether this prohibi- 
tion of (peech extended to all the parts of this time^ 
a3 feems generally to be fuppofed^ or was to be ob«* 
fcrvcd only in the fchool or in the prcfence of their 
mailer^ as is more probable, it was fufficient to dif- 
Cover the pupil's dJlpofition j to try whether he was 
ii^ilKng t!o pay the price of learning; or whether he 
was one of thofe whole ardour was rather violent than 
laftihg, and who' expefted to grow wife on other 
terms than thofe of patience and obedience. 

• Many of the bleffings univerfaliy defired, dr6 very 
frequently : wanted, becitrfembft men, when they 
ihoulft labour, content themielVei to complain, and 
rather linger in a'ftate in Which they citnhot be at reft, 
tftan improve thtfir condition by vigour and refolu- 
tion. 

Providence has fixed the limits of hu|nan enjoy* 
mcnt by immoveable boundaries, and has fet different 
gratifications at fuch a.diftance from each other, that 
no art or power can. bring them together. This great 
law it is the bufinefs of , every rational being to un-. 
derftand, that life nnty not pafs a^ay in an attempt 
to make contradiAions CiMsfifteiKj to combine oppo«* 
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iite qualities, and to unite things which the nature of 
their being niuft always keep afunder. 

Of ;wo objeft? tcfnpting at & dittance^pri contrary 
Jules/ It 'is Impbflible to kpplroach one but by receding 
from the othet -, by long deliberation and dilator^^ 
jprojedtS, they may be both Ibft; but c^n neVeir be 
bbtli gained. It isr^ therefore, neGcflaty to cbrnpirc 
them, and whiii we have determined the preference, 
te^ withdraw o^r-eyeS ajid our thoughts at Qi\ce from 
that wl^ch reafori 4ir?f^.vs to rcjefl;, . This U ipdrtf 
neceflary> if that which. we aire . fotfal^ing has. thid 
power of delighting the fenfes, or firing the fan^qrv. 
He that once turns afide to xh^ alUuremeiitS of un^ 
lawful pieafure> cisf have no fccurity .that he Ihall 
ever regain the paths of virtue. 

The philofopjiick gOddcfs df BpttkiuSf having re- 
lated the ftory of Orpbeks^ who,' when he. had wo- 
Vered his wife frop^ the 4pniinioi^i of. death, lol^^cr 
agam by Ibokihg back jUpon her. in thetconfines of 
lights tt^ntludesWitli^ytry elegit and forcible ap^ 
|>lication. Wb<froirym fiV^ tbat\ifp4ff'^9H^ ^ ^evste 
ymr minds to tbcHlumMthns ofBetvmh, €fnfi4eryjsurr^^ 
felves asr^rtfent^ intU^JahUvjArJ^i that is (m^fsr 
far overcome asrto^ turn i^ck Hs ^44 tov^ards the i^ferr , 
nal cavernsi lojes at tine, j^fi jS^AfiH^ ik^ infiuen^ 
jvbich at traded bim on high. 

Vos hac Tabula rcfpicit, * ^ 

Quicunque in^ fqpcrum dieiiir 
Mentem dttcere-qiMBritis. . 
>fam qui TtfrtirnH^iA'fpeCUi' 
^ Vidus lumiiia fl«9oerit, 

Quidquid praedpiram traNV' • . 

Ponlil> dumiridA i«ifei09« 

It 
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It may be obfbrvcd in general, that the future h' 
|>urchafed by the prefent; It is not pomble to fecuri* 
diftant or permanent happinefs but by the fbrbearahc^ 
of fome immediate gratification. This ii fd evi* 
dently true i*tith r^ard to the whole of our ixiftence/ 
that all the precepts of theology have no other ten- 
dency than to enforce a life of faith i a life regulated- 
not by our fenfcs but our belitf j * life in whicli 
pleafures arc to be rcfufed for fear of invifible pa-- 
niihments> and calamines fpm^times to be fbughi^ 
and always endured, in hope of rewards that fhail b^* 
obtained in another ftate« 

Even if we take into our view only that particle of^ 
our duration which, is terminated by the grave, it will 
be found that we cannot enjoy one part of life be^ 
yond the common limitations of pleafure^ but by an-^ 
ticipating fdriie of the fatisfaftion ^hich ftiould exhi- 
larate the following yearsi The heat of yoilth may 
ipread happinefs into wild lutiiriancei but ther&dical 
vigour requifite to make it perennial is exhafafted, ' 
and all that .tan be hoped afterwards is languor and* 
fterility. 

Thereignirig ertor of mankiod Is, that we are noc 
conteiit with the conditions on which the g06d$ of 
life are granted* No man is infeniible of the value 
of knowledge, the advahtages of healthy or the con^ 
vcnience of plenty, but every day (hews usthofe on^ 
vdiom thexonviiSlion is without effeft* 

Knowledge is praifed ind defired by multitu<Jes- 

whom her charms could never roufe from the couch* 

^of flothi whom the fainteft invitation of pleafure' 

d»gms awa)(>fri>m. their fhidies; to whom any other' 

raetho4 qC wciyiog outth&day is more eligible thaci 

S <^^ 
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the ufe of books> .and who are more eafily engaged 
by any converfation, than fuch as may rcftify their 
notions or enlarge, their comprehenfion. 

Every man that has felt pain^ knows how little all 
Other comforts can gladden him to whom health is- 
denied. Yet who is theri docs hot fometimes hazard 
it fonthe enjoyment of an hour? All aifembliesof 
jollity, all places of publick entertainmenti exhibit; 
cxaipples of ftrength wafting in riot^ and beauty 
withering in irregularity ^ nor is it cafy to enter a 
houfe in which part of the family is not groaning in 
repentance of paft inteitiperance> and part admitting^ 
difeafe by negligence, or fblicitingit by luxury. 

. There is no pleafure which men of every age and 
fedfc have more generally agreed to mention with con* 
tempt, than the gratifications of the palate; an enter- 
tainment fo far removed from intelle£bual happinefs, 
that fcarccly the moft: Ihamelcfs of the fenfual herd 
have dared to defend it : yet even to this, the loweft* 
of our delights, to this,* though neither quick nor 
Ufting, is health with all its adiyity and fprightlinefs.. 
daily facrificed j and for this are half the miferies en- 
djured which urge impatience to call on death • 

. The whole world is put in motion by the wilji for j 
riches, and the dread of poverty. Who, then, would 
not imagine that fuch condufi as will inevitably de-^ 
ftroy. what all are thus labouring to acquire, muft* 
generally be av<»ided^ That: he who. fpends more' 
than he receives, muft in time become indigent, can- 
not be doubted i but how evident focver this confe- 
quence may appear, the fpendthrift moves in the whirl : 
of pleafure with too much rapidity to keep it bcfoife 
l^is eyes^ and^ in the intoxication of gaiety, grows 

every 
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every day poorer without any fuch fcnfe of approach- 
ing ruin as is fufficieht to wake him into caution. 

Many complaints are made of the mifery of life; 
and indeed it muft be confefTed that we are fubjeft to 
calamities by which the good and bad, the diligent 
and flothful, the vigilant and heedlefs, are equally 
afflidted. But furely, though fomc indulgence may 
be allowed to groans extorted by inevitable mifery, 
no man has a right to repine at. evils which, againft 
warning, againft experience, he deliberately and lei* 
furely brings upon his own head ; or to confider him- 
felf as debarred from happinefs by fuch obftacles as 
rcfolution may break, or dexterity may put afide. 

Great numbers who quarrel with their condition, 
have wanted not the power but the will to obtain a 
better ftate. They have never contemplated the dif- 
ference between good and evil fufficiently to quicken 
averfion, or invigorate defire j they have indulged a 
drowfy thoughtleflhefs or giddy levity ; have com- 
mitted the balance of choice to the management of 
caprice ; and when they have long accuftomed them- 
felves to receive all that chance offered them, with- 
out examination, lament at laft that they findthem- 
felves deceived. 
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Nu Mb. 1 79* TiTESDAV, December ^^ 1751* 

Pirpetuo ri/u pulmonem agUari fdtbdU JuV* 

Bimocrituj would feed his fpleen, and {hak« 

His fides and (hQulders till he felt them ake^ Drydek/ 

EVERY man, fays Tulfy^ has two charaftcrsi 
one which he partakes with all mankind, and 
by which he is diftinguiflied from brute - animaU 1 
another which difcrimioates him from the reft of his 
own fpcciesj and impreffcs on him a rnanner a^nd 
temper peculiar to himfclf 3 this particular charafter^ 
if it be not repugnant to the laws of general hu- 
manity, it is always his bufmefs to cultivate and pre- 
fcfvc. 

Every hour furnifhes fome confirmation pf Tulfy*9 
precept • It fcldom happens^ that an affembly o( 
pKafure is fo hap.pilyfelefted^ but that fome one finda 
admiffion, ^ith whoni the reft arc defervedly ofFendr 
ed i and it will appear, on a clofe infjpeftion, that 
Icarcfe any man becomes eminently difagreeable but 
by a departure from his real charafter, arid an attempt 
at fomething for which nature or education have left 
him unqualified. 

Ignorance or dulnefs have indeed no power of 
affording delight, but they never give difguft except 
when they affume the dignity of knowledge, or ape 
the fprightlinefsof wit, Awkwardnefs and Inelegance! 
have none of thofe attraftions by which cafe and po- 
litenefs take pofTefllon of the heart ; but ridicule and 
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4cenfure feldom rife agaiuft them, unlefs they ^tppear 
iaflbciated with that confidence which belongs onlf 
to long acquaintance with the modes of life> and to 
confcwufnefs of unfailing prpprictyr of behaviour* 
Defprmity itfelf is regarded with tendernefs rathet 
than aversion, when it does not attempt to deceive 
the fight by drefs and decoration, atid to feize upon 
fiftitious claims the prerogatives of -beauty. 

He that ftands to contemplate the crowds that fill 
the ftreets of a populous city, will See many paflen- 
gers who^ air and motion it will he difi^cult to bey 
hold without contempt and laughter i but if he exa* 
mines what arc the appearances that thus powerfully 
excite his rifibility, h« will find among diem neither 
poverty jior difeafe, nor any involuntary or painfu^ 
dc&it. The difpofition to <^ifion ^d infult ia 
awakened by the foftnefs qf foppery, tiie fwell of 
infoience^ the liyeHnefs of levity, or the Iblemnity 
of grandeur ; by the fprightly trip, the flateiy ftalk, 
tiie for,aial ftrut, and the lofty mien ; by geftures in- 
^nded to catch the ,eye, and by looks elaborately 
formed as evidences of importance. 

It has, I think, been fometimes urged in ^ayoiir of 
afic&atibn, that it is only a miftake of the means to 
9.gQQde:nd, and that the intention with which it is 
pra&ifed is always to pleafe. If all attempts to in- 
Aovate the conftitutional or habitual chara[(5ber have 
JDeally proceeded from publick fpirit and love of 
Athers, the worid has hitherto been fufficiently un- 
grateful, jGuice no return but fcorn has yet been made 
to the naoft difficult of all enteiyrizes, a conteft with 
natures nor has any pity been fhown to tkefadguea 
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of labour which never fucceedcd, and the uneafincfs 
of difguifc by which nothing was concealed; ^ 

» It feems therefore to be determined by the gene- 
ral fufirage of mankind, . that he who decks himfelf 
in adfcititious qualities rather purpofes to command 
•applaufe than impart pleafure ; and he is therefore 
treated as a man who by an unreafonable ambition 
ufurps the place in fociety to which he has no right. * 
Praife is fcldom paid with willingnefs even to incon- 
teftible merit, and it can be no wonder that he who 
calls for it without defert is repulfed with univcrfal 
indignation. 

AflFeftation naturally counterfeits thofc excellen- 
cies which are placed at the greateft diftance from 
j)oflibility of attainment. We are confcious of our 
own defedls, and eagerly endeavour to fupply them 
by artificial excellence j nor would fuch efforts be 
wholly without excufe, were they not often excited 
by ornamental trifles, which he, that thus anxioufly 
ftruggles for the reputation of pofTefling them, would 
not have been' known to want, had not his indullry 
quickened obfervation. 

Gelqfimus pafied the firft part of his life in acade- 
mical privacy and rural retirement, without any other 
converfation than, that of fcholars, grave, ftudious, 
and abftrafted as himfelf. He cultivated the mathe- 
TOatical fciences with indefatigable diligence, difco-* 
vered many ufeful theorems, difcuffed with great 
accuracy the refiftance of fluids, and though his 
priority was not . generally acknowledged, was the 
firft who fully explained all the properties of the 
catenarian curve. ■ -^ • 

Learning, 
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Learning, when it rifes to eminence, will be ob- 
ferved in time, whatever mifts may happen to fur- 
round it. Gelajimus^ in hiis forty-ninth year, was 
diftinguilhed by thofe who have the rewards of know-, 
ledge in their, hands, and called out to difplayhis 
acquifitions for the honour of his country, and add^ 
dignity by his prefence to philofophical aflemblies* 
As he did not fufpedt his unfitnefs for common af- 
fairs, he felt no reluftance to obey the invitation, 
and what he did not feel he had yet too much . ho- 
nefty to feign* He entered inio the world as a larger, 
and more populous college, where his performances 
would be more publick, and his renown farther ex- 
tended i and imagined that he fhould find his repu-. 
tation univcrfally prevalent, and the influence o£ 
learning every where the fame. 

His merit introduced him to fplendid .tables and^ 
elegant acquaintance ; but he did not find himfelf 
always qualified to join in the converfation. Hc>^ 
was diftrcffcd by civilities, which he knew not how, 
to repay, and entangled in many ceremonial per- 
plexities, from which his books and diagrams could 
not extricate him. He was fometimes unluckily en-, 
gaged in difputes with ladies,, with whom algebraic, 
axioms had no great weight, and faw many whofe 
favour, and efteem he could not but defire, to whom 
he was very little recommended by his theories of 
the tides, or his approximations to the quadrature 
of the circle. 

Gelafimus^xd, not want penetration to difcover, that 
no charm was more generally irrefiflible than that of 
eafy facetioufnefs and flowing hilarity. He faw that 
divcrfion was more frequently welcome than improve- 

0^3 mentj^ 
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mcnt, that authority and ferioirfncfs were rather feared 
than lovidy and that the grave fcholar was z kind of 
imperious afUy, haftily difmiAed wheh his a;ffifta:nco 
^as no longer ncceffafy. He came to a fudden re- 
folution of throwing off thofe cumbrotis ornaments 
of learning, which hindered his reception, and com- 
menced a man of wit and jocularity. Utterly un-* 
acquainted with every topick of merriment, igno- 
rant of the modes and follies, the vices and virtutfa 
of mankind, and unfurnifhed with any ideas but 
fuch as Pappus and Arcbhhedes had given Mm, he 
began to filehcc aH enquiries with a jelt ihftead of 
a folotion, extended his face with a grin, whkh he 
miftook for a fntilc, and in the place of a fcientifick' 
difcourfe, retailed in a new language, formed be- 
tween the college and the taivern, the int*lKgCfifcc of 
the news-piper. 

Laughter, he knew, was a token of dacrl^ j ah^ 
therefore, whatever he faid 6r heard, he wai careiful 
not to fail in that great duty of a wit. If he a(ked 
or told the hour of the day, if he compfewrWl- of 
heat or cold, ftirred tli^ Afc, Or filled a gfafs^' re- 
moved hts chair, or fnuffed a candle, h^* aW^alyi 
found fome otcalfion to laugh. The Jeft #as iiidSceiJ 
a fecr^t to all but himfelf ; but haBifual conffa^nce 
ill his o^n drfcernmcnt, hiridcfed him from foQj'tSSs 
iWg any weaknefs or mifliaifcc. He wond!ercd ftat 
his wit was fa lit!tfe undtrftood, but expfe^d ife|t 
his audience would comprehend it by degrees, atnd 
perfifted aflf hrs life to ftov^ by grbfe b\Tffoi9tiery,, 
how little the ftrongeft faculties cart pcfform l>e* 
yond the Ihtiits 6f tiheir owii pi-OVinte. ' 
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Numb. i8o*. Satvuday^ jJccemier j^ 1751, 

TftctfT fi^^f aftpoi tff^n fuixfi* ^' EviXvpoK i^ey ^ 

Iltt ra iCf w {qrOiTf x^ rtiti; «(*» fbwa^c(« x AuTOMSDOK* 

On life, on inorats, Bfe thy thoughts omgloy'd ; 
I^esve to tbp fchobls their atoms ^i their vqi^. 

IT is fomcwhcrc rektcd by Le Clerc^ that a wealiihy 
trader of good underftandingj having the com* 
tnon ambition to breed his fon a fchojar, carried 
him to an univerfity, rclblving; to ufc his own judg- 
irient in the choice of a tutor. He had been taught^ 
by whiatevcr intelligence, the nearcft way to the 
heart of an acadirnick, and *t his arrival enter- 
tained all who came about him with fuch profufion, 
that the prdfeffors were lured by the fmell of his 
table from thtit books^ and flocked round him with 
all the cringes of awkward complaifance. This 
eagernefs aiifwered the merchant's purpofe : he glut- 
ted them with deKcaciesf, and foftened them with 
careffes, till he prevml^d upoh one after another 
to open his bofoin^ and make a difcovery of his 
compi^titions, jealoufies, a^tid refentmews; Hav- 
ing thus ilearncd each man's* eharatftcr, partly from 
himfrlf, and partly from his acquaintances, he re*- 
iSbived to find fomc 6ther education for his fon, 
and w<^nt away convinced, that a fcholaftick life 
has no other tendency than , to vitiate the morals, 
aiftd eohtfaft th* uiiderftandiftg : Nor would he af- 
terwards h** inxh patienire l3it praifes of the an- 
0^4 cient 
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cient authors, being perfuaded that fcholars of all 
ages muft have been the fame, and that Xenopbm 
and Cicero were profeffors of fome former univcr- 
fity, and therefore mean and felfifli, ignorant add 
fervile, like thofe whom he had lately vifited and 
forfaken. 

' Envy, curiofity, and a fenfe of the imperfcftion 
of our prefent ftate, incline us to eftimate the ad^ 
vantages which are in the pofieffion of others above 
their real value. Every one muft have remarked, 
ii^hat powers and prerogatives the vulgar imagine 
to be conferred by learning. A man of fcience is 
cxpedted to excel the unlettered and unenlightened 
dven on occafions where literature is of no ufe, and 
among weak minds, lofes part of his reverence, by 
difcovering no fuperiority in thofe parts of life, in 
which all are unavoidably equals as when a mo- 
narch makes a progrefs to the renK>ter provinces, 
the rufticks are faid fometimcs to wonder that they 
find him of the fame fize with thcmfelves, 

Thefe demands of prejudice and folly can never 
be fatisfied ; and therefore many of the imputations 
which learning fufFers from difap^ointed ignorance, 
are without reproach. But there are foffie failures 
to which men of ftudy are peculiarly expofed. Every 
condition has its difadvantages. The circle of know- 
ledge is too wide for the moft aftive and diligent 
intellcft, and while fcience is purfued, other accom- 
plifhments are negleded ^ as a fmall garrifon muft 
leave one part of an extenfive fortrcfs naked, when 
an alarm calls them to another. 

The learned, however, might generally fupport 
their dignity with more fuccefs, if they fijfFered not 

themfelves 
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thcmfclvcs to be milled by the defires of fuperfluous 
attainments. Jifipbael^ in retwrn to Adam*% enquiries 
into the courfes of the ilars and the revolutions of 
heaven, counfels him to withdraw his mind from idle 
fpeculations, and employ his faculties upon nearer 
and more interqftin^ objedts, the furvey of his own 
life, the fubjeftion of his paffions, the knowledge 
of duties which muft daily be perfprmed, and the 
detedtion of dangers which muft daily be incurred. 

This angelick counfcl every man of letters ihould 
always have before him. He that devotes himfelf 
to retired ftudy, naturally ,finks from omiffion to 
forgetfulnefs of focial duties j he muft be therefore 
forhctimes awakened, and recalled to the general 
condition of mankind. 

I am far from any intention to limit curiofity, or 
confine the labours of learning to arts of immediate 
and neceffary ufe. It is only from the various eflays 
of experimental induftry, and the vague excurfions 
of minds fent out upon difcoyery, that any advance- 
ment of knowledge can be expefted, and though 
many muft be difappointed in their labours, yet they 
are not to be charged with having fpent their time 
in vain; their .example contributed to infpire emu- 
lation, and their mifcarriages taught others the way 
to fuccefs. 

But the diftant hope of being one day ufeful or 
eminent, ought not to miflead us too far from that 
ftudy, which is equally requifite to the great and 
mean, to the celebrated and obfcurej the art of 
moderating the defires, of reprcffing the appetites 5 
and of concluding or retaining the favour of maa^ 
kind. 

No 
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Ncy man' can miagin* the cdurft of hi^ own l$fe^ 
6r the conduft of the ^orld around him^ uriwoftfij^ 
hrs attention ; yet among the fons of leafhirig nian^ 
feem to have thought of every thing rather than of 
Acmfelves, and to have obferved every thing but 
#hat pafles Before their eyes : Many whp toH through 
fhe ihtr?cacy of complicated fyftems, are infuperabl^ 
*mbarf afled with the leaft perplexity in common af- 
fairs^; many who compare the anions, and afcertain 
iht ehafafters of ancient heroes, let their own daysi 
glide away Without examination, and fuffer yicioua 
kabks to encroach up6n their nttnds withotit refift- 
^'ce or detedion. 

The naoft freqti^fit reproach 6f the ftholafticlc 
race is the want of fortitude^ not martial but phi- 
lofophick. Men brid in fhadeS^ aftd (ikne^, taught 
to immure themfeJves at furifeti aft'd acctrftoWi^d tCk 
fto oth6r weapon than fyllogifm, may be allo'wed ta 
feel eerr6r at pferfohal danger, and to be difcott- 
certed- by lumufe a!nd alarm'. Birt why (hould he 
i^h^e life is fpent m 6ontempiitibh^ dnd whofe 
bufinefs is only to difcover truth, be trriable to rec- 
tify the falJaties of hftafgiTYarianv or contend foe-, 
cefefully againft prej^udi^e and paffiorif To what 
end has be i*ead and meditated^ if he gives up hti 
underftanding to falfe appearances, and fufFers htm-^ 
frlf to be chflaved by fear of evils^ to whicb only 
folly or vanity casi cxpole him, or elated by advan^ 
tfages to which, as they are equally cbriferred .tipoA 
ikit good and bad,* ho feai dignity h annlexed. 

Suthi htfwtver, h the ftate of tKc w6rldy that the 
wfeft o&fcqftrious (yf the ilavey of prrde^ tffce nroft rip^ 
turous of the gazers upon wealthy the moft ofEdoutf 
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q( the whifpererS of grcaineft, 4re coll^ed fronr ie* 
flainaries appropriated to the ftudy of wifdom and of 
virtue, where ijt was intended that appetite ihould 
learn to be .content with little, and that hope flibuld 
afpire only to honours which no huniah power can 
^ye or take away. 

The ftudent, when he comes forth into the World, 
inftcad of congratulating hioifclf upon his exemption 
from the errcM^ of thofe whofe opinions have been 
formed by accident or cuftorirj, and who live without 
any certain principles of condudt^^ commonly in 
hafte to mingle with the mukhrude, and^fliew his 
fprigh'tKnifi arid duftility by an expcditioras com* 
pliance ^ith fafbions or vices. The firft fmile of a 
man, Whofe fortune gives him power to reward his 
dependants, commonly enchants him beyond refift- 
ance j the glare of equipage, the fweets of luxury, 
the liberality of general promifes, the foftnefs of ha- 
bitual affability, fill his imagination i and he foon 
ceafes to have any other wilh than to be well received, 
or any meafure of right and wrong but the opinion 
of his patron. 

A man flattered and obeyed, learns to exaft groflcr 
adulation, and enjoin lower fubmiffion. Neither 
our virtues nor vices are all our own. If there 
were no cowardice, there would be little infolence; 
pride cannot rife to any great degree, but by the 
concurrence of blandiflbment or the fufferanc'e of 
tamenefs. The wretch who would fhrink and crouch 
before one that Ihould dart his eyes upon him with 
the fpirit of natural equality, becomes capricious 
gn4 tyrannical when he fees himfelf approached with 
6 a down-^ 
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a downcafl: look, and Jiears the foft addrefs of awe 
and fcrvility. To thofc who arc willing to purchafc 
favour by cringes and cortipliance, is to be imputed 
the haughtinefs that leaves nothing to be hoped by 
firmncfs and integrity. 

If, infteadof wandering after the meteors of phi- 
Jofophy, which fill the world with^ fplendour for a 
while, and then fink and are forgotten, the candi- 
dates of learning fixed their eyes upon the perma- 
nent luftrc of moral a^d religious truth, they would 
find a more certain direction to happinefs. A little 
plaufibility of difcourfe, and acquaintance with un- 
ncceflary fpeculations, is dearly purchafcd, when it 
excludes thofe inflirudlions which fortify the heart; 
with rcfolution^ and exalt the fpirit to independ- 
cncct 



Digitized by 



Google 



N'^iSt. the rambler. ,237 



Numb, 181. Tuesday, December 10, 1751* 

^"--^■^Neu fluitum duhia J^e penduhu hcr^t. Ho*. 

Nor let me float in fortune's powV, 

Dependant on the future hour* Francis, 

To the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

S I have pafled much of my life in difquiet 



A 



and fufpcnce, and loft nnany opportunities of 
advantage by a paflion which I have reafon to believe 
prevalent in different degrees over a great part of 
mankind, I cannot but think myfelf well qualified to 
warn thofe who are yet uncaptivated, of the danger 
which they incur by placing themfelves within ita 
influence. 1 

I ferved an apprenticelhip to a linen-draper, with 
uncommon reputation for diligence and fidelity ; and 
at the age of three and twenty opened a Ihop for my- 
felf with a large ftock, and fuch credit among all the 
merchants, who were acquainted with my mafter, 
that I could command whatever was imported curious 
or valuable. For five years I proceeded with fuccefs 
proportionate to clofe application and untainted in- 
tegrity ; was a daring bidder at every fale j always 
paid my notes before they were due j and advanced 
fo faft in conimercial reputation, that I was pro- 
verbially marked out as the model of young traders, 
and every one expefted that a few years would make 
me an alderman. 

In 
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In this courfe of even profpcrity^ I was one day 
perfuaded to buy a ticket in the lottery. The furtt 
vras incoAfiderable> part was to be repaid though (ot^ 
tune might fail to favour me, and therefore my efta* 
bliihed maxims of frugality did not re;ftrain me from 
£o trifling an experiment* The ticket lay almoft for- 
gotten till the time at which every man's fate was to 
be determined i nor did the affair even then feem of* 
any importance^ till I difqovered by the publick pa- 
pers that the number next to mine had conferred the 
great prize* 

My heart leaped at the thought of fi^ch fn ap- 
proach to fudden riches, which I confidcred myfelfj 
however contrarily to the la,w5 of computation, asi 
having mifTed by a llngle chance i and I could not 
forbear to revolve the confequcnces whiclj fiich ^ 
bounteous allotment would have produced, if it h^d 
happened to me> This dream of felicity^ by ({egreesi 
took pofieflion of my imagination. The great de- 
light of my folitary hours was to purqhafe zjx eSt^tc^ 
^nd form plantations with n;ioncy which once migl;^ti 
have bqen mine, and I never met my friend^ hui: I 
Ipoiled all their merrimen^t by. perpetual ooipplainti 
pf my ill luck. 

At lengdi another lottery was opened, and I had 
now. fo heated my imagination with the ptofpedt of a 
pri^e, that I fhould have prefled among the firft pgr- 
chafers, had not my ardour been widibeld by delihcr 
ration upontheproJbabilityof fuccefe from.one. ticket 
Wthcr than anothqr. I hcjfitatcd long between even 
and odd i confidercd the fquare and cubdqk xiurot 
ber^ through the lottery ; cxanained all thofc to which 
good luck had been hitherto anne^d^ »nd ^t la0: 
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fixed vport one, which, by fome fecret relatioB to th? 
eyeAt3 of my Jifci 1 thought pre4eftine4 to maHc i^ip 
happy. Delay in great affairs i3 often mifchievous/ 
the ticket was fold, and its pofleflor cflvld not bp 
found- 

J returned tp my.qoqjcfturps^ and affermapy art^ 
of prognofticatioji, fixed upon another chance, bu^ 
with lefs confidence. Never did captive, heir, or 
lover, feel fp much venation f^om thp flow pace of 
time, a^ I f^Jflfered between ;he purch^e pf my tiqkcc 
Und the diibibutipn.of the prizes « I forced my.un^ 
^afinefs a^ wpW ^ I could, by fcpquen^t contempla- 
tio^ns of approaching happinefs ; when the fun rofe| 
|cnew it would fet, and congratulated myftlf ^t night 
th.at I wa3 fo much nearer tp my wjfl^es. A,t laft ihfi 
c^ay c^me, my ticket appeared, and rewarded al} 
tiiy.c.^re and fag^city with a delpicable prize of fifty 
pounds* 

My frieflds, Wjhp honeftly rejoiced upon ray fuc- 
cefsj were yery coldly received ; I hid myfelf a fort- 
night in the country, that my cl?agrin might fume 
away without obfervation, and then return^ng to my 
Ihop, began to liften ^fter another lottery. 

With the n^ws pf a lottery I was foon gratified^ 
and having now found the vanity of cpnjedtur^ and[ 
i^lJOfficacy of computatipn^ I refolved to take .the 
prize by violence, and therefore bpught forty tickets, 
not omitting' however ^o divide them b.etiyeien the 
even and odd numbers, that I might not pnifs the 
lucky clafs. Many cpnclufiqns did I form^ and m^anjr 
experiments did I try ^p determine frpm which, of 
^hofe tickets I mi^ht nripft rejfpnably cxpeft riches. 
^t l^ft^ bein§ .yo^Wc tp j^tisfy ip^felf by .any moc^es 
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of reafoning, I wrote the numbers Upon dice, and al- 
lotted five hours every day to the amufcment of 
throwing them in a garret ; and examining the event 
by an exaft regifter, found on the eveniftg before the 
lottery was drawn, that one of my numbers had been 
turned up five times more than any of the reft in three 
hundred and thirty thoufand throws. 

This experiment was fallacious ; the firft day pre- 
lented the hopeful ticket, a detcftable bjank. The 
reft came out with different fortune, and in conclu- 
fion I loft thirty pounds by this great adventure. 

I had now wholly changed the caft of my behaviour 
and the conduct of my life. The fhop was for the 
moft part abandoned to my fervants, and if I entered 
it, my thoughts were fo engroffed by my tickets, 
that I fcarcely heard or anfwered a queftion, but con- 
fidered every cuftomer as an intruder upon my me- 
ditations, whom I was in hafte to difpatch. I miftook 
the price of my goods,- committed blunders in my 
bills, forgot to file my receipts, and neglefted to re- 
gulate my books. My acquaintances by degrees be- 
gan to fall away ; but I perceived the decline of my 
bufinefs with little emotion, becaufe whatever defi- 
cience there might be in my gains I expefted the 
next lottery to fupply. 

Mifcarriage naturally produces diffidence ; I be- 
gan now to feek affiftance againft ill luck, by an alli- 
ance with thofe that had been more fuccefsful. I en- 
quired diligently at what office any prize had been 
foldj that I might purchafe of a propitious vender i 
folicited thofe who had been fortunate in former lot- 
teriesi to partake with me in my new tickets j and 
whenever I met with one that had in ai^ event of his 
5 life 
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life been eminently profperous, I invited him to take 
a larger (hare. I had, by this rule of conduft, fo dif- 
fufed my intereft, that I had a fourth part of fifteen 
tickets, an eighth of forty, and afixtecnth of ninety. 

I waited for the decifion of my fate with, my for- 
mer palpitations, and looked upon the bufincfs of my 
trade with the ufual negledt. The wheel at laft was 
turned, and its^ revolutions brought me a long fuc- 
ccffion of furrows and difappointments. I indeed 
often partook of a fmall prize, and the lofs of one day 
was generally, balanced by the gaiij of the next ; but 
my dcfires yet remained unfatisfied, and when one of 
my chances had failed, all my expectation was fuf- 
pendcd on thofe which remained yet undetermined^ 
At laft a prize of five thoufand pounds was proclaim* 
ed ; I caught fire at the cry, and enquiring the num- 
ber, found it to be one of my own tickets, which I 
had divided a^mong thofe on whofe luck I depended, 
and of which I had retained only afixteenth part. 

You will eafily judge with what deteftation of him*- 
felf, a man thus intent upon gain refieded that he had 
fold a prize which was once in his poflTefTion. It was 
to no purpofe, that I reprefented to my mind the im- 
poflibility of recalling the paft, or the folly of con- 
demning an aft, which only its event, an event which 
no human intelligence could forefee, proved to be 
wrong. The prize which, though put in my hands, 
had been fufFered to flip from me, filled me with 
anguifh, and knowing that complaint would only 
cxpofe me to ridicule, I gave myfelf up filently to 
grief, and loft by degrees my appetite and my reft. 

My indifpofition foon became vifiblej I was vifited 
by my friends, and among them by Eumatbes^ sl cler- 

VoL. VII* R gyman. 
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gyman, whofc piety and learning gave him fuch an 
afcendant over me, that I could not refulB to open 
my heart. There are^ faid hej few minds fufficieiitly 
firni^to be trufted in the hands of chance. Whoever 
finds himfelf inclined to anticipate futurity, and exalt 
poflibiiity to certainty, fhould avoki every kind of 
cafual adventure, fincc his grief muft be always pro- 
portionate to his hope. You have long wafted that 
time, which, by a proper application^ would have 
certainly, though modefately, increafed your fortune, 
in a laborious and anxious purfliit of a fpecies of gain^ 
which no labour or anxiety, no art or expedient, can 
fecure or promote. You are now fretting away your 
life in repentance of an aft, againft which repentance 
can give no caution, but to avoid the occafion of 
committing it. Roufe from this lazy dream of for- 
tuitous riches, which, if obtained, you could fcarccly 
have enjoyed, becaufe they could confer no confciouf- 
nefs of defert; return to rational and manly induftry, 
and confider the mere gift of luck as below the car« 
of a wife man. 
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Numb. idi. Saturday, December 14, 1751, 

■ Dives qui fieri v»/a, 

£'t cito <vult fieri. JthrENAL. 

. The lull of wealth can never bear delay. 

IT has been obfcrvcd in a late paper, that we arc 
unreafonably defirous to feparate the goods of life 
from thofc evils which Providence has connedted with 
them, and to catch advantages without paying the 
price at which they are offered us* Every man wifhes 
to be rich, but very few have the powers neceffary to 
raife a fudden fortune, either by new difcoveries,' or 
by fuperiority of Ikill, in any neceffary employment ; 
and among lower underilandings, many want the 
firmnefs and induftry requifite to regular gain and 
gradual acquisitions. 

From the hope of enjoying affluence by methods 
more compendious than thofe of labour, and more 
generally prafticable than thofe of genius, proceeds 
the common inclination to experiment and hazard, 
and that willingnefs. to fnatch all opportunities of 
growing rich by chance, which, when it has once 
taken poffeflion of the mind, is fcldom driven out 
cither by time or argument, but continues to wafte 
life in perpetual delufion, and generally ends in 
wrctchednefs and want. 

The folly of untimely exultation and vifionary pro- 
iperity, is by no means peculiar to the purrhafers of 
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tickets ; there are multitudes whofe life is nothing 
but a continual lottery; who are always within a few 
months of plenty and happinefs, and how often fo- 
cver they are mocked with blanks, expeft a prize 
from the next adventure. 

Among the moft refolute and ardent of the vota- 
ries of chance, may be numbered the mortals whofe 
hope is to raife thcmfelves by a wealthy match ; who 
lay out all their induftry on the afliduities of c'ourt- 
lhip> and fleep and wake with no other ideas than of 
treats, compliments, guardians, and rivals. 

One of the moft indefatigable of this clafs, is my 
old friend Leviculusy whom I have never known for 
thirty years without fome matrimonial projeft of ad- 
vantage. Leviculus was brfed under a merchant, 
and by the graces of his perfon> the fprightlinefs of 
his prattle, and the neatnefs of his drefs, fo much 
enamoured his matter's fccond daughter, a girl of 
fixteen, that ftie declared her refolution to have no 
other hufband. Her father, after having chidden 
her for undutifulnefs, confented to the match, not 
much to the fatisfaftion of Leviculus, who was Ef- 
ficiently elated with his .conqueft to think himfelf en- 
titled to a larger fortune. He -was, however, foon 
lid of his perplexity, for his miftrefs died before their 
marriage. 

He was now fo well fatisfied with his own ac- 
complifliments, that he determined to commence 
fortune-hunter; and when his apprenticefhip ex- 
pired, inftead of beginning, as was expefted, to 
walk the exchange with a face of importance, or 
affociating himfelf with thofe who were moft emi- 
nent for their knowledge of the ftocks, he at once 
6 threw 
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threw off the folemnity of the couq|iflg-houfe, 
equipped himfelf with a modifh wig, liftened to 
wits in coffee-houfes, paffcd his evenings behind 
the fcenes in the theatres, learned the names of 
beauties of quality, hummed the laft ftanzas of fa- 
shionable fongs, talked with familiarity of highplay^ 
boafted of his atchievements upon drawers and 
coachmen, was often brought to his lodgings at mid- 
^xiight in a chair, told with negligence and jocularity 
of bilking a taylor, and now and then let fly a fhrewd 
jeft at a fober citizen. 

Thus furnifhed with irrefiftible artillery, he turned 
his batteries upon the female world, and in the firft 
warmth of felf-approbation, propofed no lefs than 
the poflcfTion of riches and beauty united. He 
therefore paid his civilities to Flavilla, the only 
daughter of a wealthy fliopkeeper, who not being 
accuftomcd to amorous blandifhments, or refpeftful 
addrefles, wais delighted with the novelty of love, 
and eafily fuffered him to condud her to the play, 
and .to meet her where fhe vifited, Levtculus did* 
not doubt but her father, however offended by a 
clandeftine marriage, would foon be reconciled by 
the tears of his daughter, and the merit of his fon-in- 
law, and was in hafte to conclude the affair. But 
the lady liked better to be courted than married, 
and kept him three years in uncertainty and attend^ 
ance. ' At laftflie fell in love with ayoungenfign at 
a ball, and having danced with him all night, mar- 
ried him in the morning. 

Leviculusy to avoid the ridicule of his companions, 
took a journey to a fmall eftate in the country, 
where, after his ufual enquiries concerning the 
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nymphs in the neighbourhood^^ he found it proper ta 
fall in love with Altiliay z, maiden lady, twenty years 
older than himfelf, for whofe favour fifteen nephews^ 
and nieces were in perpetual contention. They 
hovered round her with fuch jealous officioufnefs, 
as fcarcely left a moment vacant for a lover. i>- 
viculuSy neverthelefs, difcovered his paffion in a^ let- 
ter, and Altilia could not withftand the pleafure of 
hearing vows and fighs, and flatteries and protefta- 
tions. She admitted his vifits, enjoyed for five years^ 
the happinefs of keeping all her expe&ants in per-, 
petual alarms, and amufed herfelf with the various 
ftratagems which were praftifed to difengage her 
afFeftions. Sometimes Ihc was advifed with great 
carneftnefs to travel for her health, and fomctimes 
intreated to keep her brother's houfe. Many (lories 
were fprcad to the difadvantage of Liviculus, by 
which fhe commonly feemed afFcfted for a time, but 
took care foon afterwards to exprefs her conviftion 
of their falfehood. But being at laft fatiated with 
this ludicrous tyranny, fhe told her lover, when he 
preffed for the reward of his fervices, that fhe was 
very fenfible of his merit, but was rcfolved not to 
impoverifh an ancient family. 

He then returned to the town, and foon after his 
arrival became acquainted with Latronia^ a lady dif- 
tinguilhed by the elegance of her equipage, and the 
regularity of her condudt. Her wealth was evident in 
her magnificence, and her prudence in her economy, 
and therefore Levtculus, who had fcarcely confidence 
to folicither favour, readily acquitted fortune of her 
former debts, when hefoundhimfelf diflinguilhedby 
her with fuch marks of pxeferencc as a woman of 
5 modefljr 
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modefly is allowed to give. He now grew bolder, 
and ventured to breathe out hig impatience before 
her. She heard him without refentment, in time 
permitted him to hope for happihefs, and at lad fixed 
the nuptial day, without any diftruftful rcferve of 
pin-money, or fordid llipulations for jointure, and 
fettlements. 

Leviculus was triumphing on the eve of marriage, 
when he heard on the ftairs the voice of Latronia\ 
maid, whom frequei\t bribes had feeured in his fer- 
vice. She foon burft into his room, and told him 
that fhe could not fuffer him to be longer deceived ; 
that her miftrefs was now fpending the laft payment 
of her fortune, and was only fupported in her ex- 
pencc by the credit of his eftate. Leviculus fliud- 
dered to fee hirofelf fo near a precipice, and found 
that he was indebted for his efcape to therefentmcnt 
of the maid, who, having affifted Latronia to gaiiji 
th^ cpnqueft, quarrelled with her at laft about the 
plunder, 

Leviculus was now hopel^fs atid difconfalate, till 
pncv Sunday he faw a Ljady in the Mall, whcymher 
drefs declared ^ widow, ^nd whom, by the jojting 
prance qf her gait, and the b^oad x;efpleadence of 
her countenance, he gueffed tQ have lately buried 
ibme profperous citizen* He followed her home;, 
and found her to be no lefs than the n\x& of Prune 
the grocer, who having no children, had bequeathed 
tQ her all his debts and du^s, and his eftates real an4 
perfopal. No formality was neceifary in a.dd)re(&Qg 
madam Prune^ and therefore Leviculus went next 
fporning without an introduAor. His declaration 
W^s received with a loud laugh % fixe thea collected 
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her countenance, wondered at his impudence, afked 
if he knew to whom he was talking, then (hewed 
him the door, and ag^in laughed to find him con« 
fufed. LevUulus difcovered that this coarfenefs was 
nothing more than the coquetry of Cornbill, and 
next day returned to the attack. He foon grew 
familiar to her dialed, and in a few weeks heard, 
without any emotion, hints of gay clothes with 
empty pockets ; concurred in many fage remarks on 
the regard due to the people of property ; and agreed 
with her in deteftation of the ladies at the other end 
of the town, who pinched their bellies to buy fine ' 
laces, and then pretended to laugh at the city. 

He fometimes prefumed to mention marriage; 
but was always anfwered with a flap, a hoot, and a 
flounce. At laft he began ta prefs her clofer, and 
thought himfelf more favourably received ; but 
going one morning, with a refolution to trifle no 
longer, he found her gone to church with a young 
journeyman from the neighbouring fliop, of whom 
flie had become enamoured at her window. 

In thefe, and a thoufand intermediate adventures, 
has Leviculus fpent his time, till he is now grown 
grey with age, fatigue, and difappointm^nt. He 
begins at lafl: to find that fuccefs is not to be ex- 
pedted, and being unfit for any employment that 
might improve his fortune, and unfurniflbcd with 
any arts that might amufe his leifure, is condemned 
to wear out a taftelefs life in narratives which few 
will hear, and complaints which none will pity. 
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Numb, 183. Tuesday^ December 17; 1751. 

Nui/ajides regnifociis^ emni/que potefias 

Impatiens con/orth erat. Lucah. 

No faith of partncHhip dominion owns 5 
Still difcord hovers o'er divided thrones. . 

THE hoftility perpetually exercifed between one 
man and another, is caufed by the defire of 
many for that which only few can poffefs. Every 
man would be rich, powerful, and famous; yet fame, 
power, and riches, are only the. names of relative 
conditions, which imply the obfcurity, dependance, 
and poverty of greater numbers. 

This univerfal and inceffant competition, produces^ 
injury ^nd malice by two motives, intercft, and 
envy ; the profpeft of adding to our pofleffions what 
we can take from others, and the hope of alleviating 
the fcnfe of our difparity by leffening others, though 
we gain nothing to ourfelves. 

Of thefe two malignant and deftruftive powers, 
it feems probable at the firft view, that intereft has 
the ftrongeft and moft extenfive influence. It is 
eafy to conceive that opportunities to feize what has 
been long wanted, may excite defires almoft irrefifl:- 
ible ; but furely the fame eagernefs cannot be kin- 
dled by an accidental power of deftroying that which 
gives happinefs to another. It muft be more 
natural to rob for gain, than to ravage only for 
mifchicfi 

Yet 
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Yet I am inclined to believe, that the great law^ 
of mutual benevolence is oftener violated by envy 
than by intereft, and that moft of the mifery whiqh 
the defamation of blamelcfs actions, or the obftruc- 
tion of honcft endeavours, brings upon the world, 
is inflicted by men that propofe no advantage to 
themftlves but the fatisfaftion of poifoning the ban- 
quet which they cannot tafte, and blading the harvcft 
which they have no right to reap. 

Jntcrcft can difFufc itfclf but to a narrow compafs. 
The number is never large of thofe "who can hope to 
fill the pofts of degraded power, catch the frag- 
ments of Ihattcred fortune, or fucceed to the honour* 
of depreciated beauty. But the empire of envy has 
no limits, as it requires to its influence very little 
help from external circumftances. Envy may al-^ 
ways be produced by^idlenefs and pride, and in whaf 
l^lace will they not be found ? 

Intereft requires fome qualities not univcrfally bc- 
ftowed. The ruin of another will produce no profit 
to* him who has not difcernment to mark his advan-. 
tagc, courage tp feize, and activity to purfue k; 
but the cold malignity of envy may be exerted in a 
torpid and quiefcent ftate^ amidft the gloom of ftu-» 
pidity, in the coverts of cowardice. He that falls 
by the attacks of intereft, is torn by hungry tigers; 
he may difcover and refift his enemies. He that 
perilhes in the ambufhes of envy, is deftroyed by 
unknown and invifible aflailants, and dies like a 
man fufFocated by a poifoni)us vapour, without; 
knowledge of his danger, or polfibility of conteft. 

Intereft is feldom purfued but at fome hazard. 
He that hopes to gain much, has conamonly fbmc- 
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thing to lofe, and when he ventures to attack fupe<. 
riority, if he fails to conquer, is irrecoverably 
wulhed, But envy may aft without, cxpcnce ot 
dangcf. To fpread fufpicion, to invent calumnies, 
to propagate fcandal, requires neither labour nor 
courage. It is eafy for the author of a lie, however 
malignant, to efcapc deteftion, and infamy needs 
very little induftry to afflfk its circulation. 

Envy is almoft the only vice which is prafti cable 
at all times, and in every plac^j the only paffion 
which can never lie quiet for want of irritation: its 
efFefts therefore are every where difcovcrabk^ and 
its attempts always to be dreaded, , 

It is impoffible to mention a name which-any ad- 
vantageous diftindtion has made eminent, but fomo 
latent animofity will burft out. The wealthy trader, 
however he may ahft raft himfelf from pubKck affairs, 
tyill never want thofe who hint, with Sbylocky that 
ihips are but boards. The beauty, adorned only 
with the unambitious graces of innocence and 
modefty, provokes, whenever fhe appears, a thou- 
fand murmurs of detraftion. The genius, eveq 
when he endeavours only to entertain or inftruft, 
yet fuffers perfecution from innurnerable criticks,i 
whofe acrimony is excited nierely by the pain of 
feeing others pleafed, and of hearing applaufes which 
another enjoys. 

The frequency of envy makes it fo familiar, that * 
it efcapes our notice j nor do we often refleft upon 
its turpitude or malignity, till we happen to feel its 
inftuence. When he that has given no provocation 
to malice, but by attempting to excel, finds him- 
felf -purfued by multitudesL^whonp^ he never faw, with 
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all the implacability of pcrfonal refentment j when 
he perceives clamour arid malice let loofe upon him 
as a publick enemy, and incited by every ftratagem 
of defamation j when he hears the misfortunes of his 
family, or the follies of his youth, expofed to the 
world; and every failure of conduft, or defedt of 
nature, aggravated and ridiculed i he then learns to 
abhor thofe artifices at which he only laughed before, 
and difcovers how much the happinefs of life would 
be advanced by the eradication of envy from the 
human heart. 

Envy is, indeed, a ftubborn weed of the mind, 
and feldom yields to the culture of philofophy* 
There are, however, confideratipns, which, if care- 
fully implanted and diligently propagated, might in 
time overpower and reprefs it, fince no one can 
nurfe it for the fake of pleafure, as its efFefts are 
only fhame, anguifh, and perturbation. ^ 

It is above all other vices inconfiftent with the 
charafter of a focial being, becaufe it facrifices truth 
and kindnefs to very weak temptations. He that 
plunders a wealthy neighbour gains as much as be 
takes away, and may improve his own condition in 
the fame proportion as he impairs another's ; but he 
that blafts a flourifliing reputation, muft be content 
with a fmair dividend of additional fame, fo fmall as 
can afford very little confolation to balance the guilt 
by which it is obtained. 

I have hitherto avoided that dangerous and em- 
pirical morality, which cures pne vice by means of 
another. But envy is fo bafe and deteftable, fo vile 
in its original, and fo pernicious in its effeds, that 
the predominance of aliTioft any other; qualify is 

to 
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to be preferred. It is one of thofe lawlefs enemies 
of fociety, againft which poifoned arrows may ho- 
ncftiy be ufcd. Let it therefore be conftantly re- 
membered, that whoever envies another confeffes his 
fuperiority, and let thofe be reformed by their pride 
•who have loft their virtue. 

It is no flight aggravation of the injuries which 
envy incites, that they are cpmmitted againft thofe 
who have given no intentional provocation; and 
that the fufFerer is often marked out for ruin, not 
becaufc he has failed in any duty, but becaufe he 
has dared to do more than was required. 

. Almoft every other crime is praftifed by the help 
of fome quality which might have produced efteem 
or love, if it had been well employed ; but envy is 
mere unmixed and genuine evil ; it purfues a hate- 
ful end by defpicable means, and defires not fo much 
its own happinefs as another's mifery. To avoid 
depravity like this, it is not neceflary that any one 
fliould afpire.tq heroifm or fanftity, but only that he 
liiould refolve not to quit the rank which nature 
afligns him, and wilh to maintain the dignity of a 
human being. 
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Numb. 184. SArvniiAYy Dcccm&er 21, i7si# 

Pirmrttes ipfis ixpendere num'tnibiUt quid 

Conveniat nobis ^ re&u/que Jit utile noftris* Jur. 

IntxTift thy fortune to the J)Ow*rs ^Lbote ; 

LeaVe them to manage for thee, and to grant 

What their unerring wifdom fees thee want. Drydeh. 

AS every fcheme of life, fo every form of writ^ 
ing^ has its advantages and inconveniencies^ 
though not mingled in the fame proportions. The 
writer of eflays efcapes many embarraflments to which 
a large work would have expofed him ; he feldom 
haraffcs his rcafon with long trains of confequences, 
dims his eyes with the perufal of antiquated volumtes, 
or burthens his memory with great accumulations of 
preparatory knowledge^ A carelefs glance upon a 
favourite author, or tranfient furvey of* the varieties 
of life, is fufficient to fupply the firft hint or fcmi- 
nal idea> which, enlarged by the gradual accretion 
of matter ftored in the mind, is by the warmth of 
fancy eafily expanded into flowers, and fometimes 
ripened into fruit. 

The moft frequent difficulty by which the authors 
of thefe petty compofitions are diftrefled, arifes from 
the perpetual demand of novelty and change. The 
compiler of a fyftem of fcience lays his invention at 
reft, and employs only his judgment, the faculty ex- 
erted with leaft fatigue. Even the relator of feigned 
adventures, when once the principal charadters are 
eftablifhed, and the great events regularly connected, 

finds 
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finds incidents and epifodcs crowding upon his mindj 
every change opens new views, and the latter part of 
the ftory grows without labour out of the former, 
fiut he that attempts to entertain his reader with un- 
connefted pieces, finds the irkfomenefs of his tafk 
rather increafcd than leflened by every produftion. 
The day calls afrefh upon him for a new topick^ and 
he is again obliged to choofe, without any principle 
to regulate his choice. 

It is indeed true, that there is fcldom any niceflity 
of looking far, or inquiry long for a proper fubjeft. 
Every diverfity of art or nature, every publick bleff- 
ing or calamity, every domeftick pain or gratifica- 
tion, every fally of caprice, blunder of abfurdity, or 
ftratagem of afFeAation, may fupply matter to him 
whofe only rule is to avoid uniformity. But it often 
'happens, that the judgment is diftrafted with bound- 
lefs multiplicity, the imagination ranges from one 
defign to another, and the hours pafs imperceptibly 
away, till the compofition can be no longer delayed, 
and neceffity enforces the ufe of thofe thoughts which 
then happen to be at hand. The mind, rejoicing at 
deliverance on any terms from perplexity and fuf* 
pence, applies herfelf vigoroufly to the work before 
her^ coUeds embellifhments and illuftrations, and 
Ibmetimes finiihes, with great elegance and happi- 
nefs, whatin a ftate of eafc and leifure flie never had 
begun. 

It is not commonly obferved, how much, even of 
a6tions, confidered as particularly fubjeft to choice^ 
is to be attributed to accident, or fome caufe out of 
our own power, by whatever name it be diftinguilhed. 
•To clofc tedious deliberations with hafty refolves, 

and 
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and after long confultatioris with reafon to rtfcr the 
queftion to caprice, is by no means peculiar to the 
cffayift. Let him that perufes this paper review the 
feries of his life, and inquire how he was placed in 
his prefcnt condition. He will find, that of the good 
or ill which he has experienced, a great part came 
uncxpefted, without any vifiblc gradations of ap- 
proach J that every, event has been influenced by 
caufes afting without his intervention ; and that 
whenever he pretended to the prerogative of fore- 
light, hc'was mortified with new conviftion of the 
ihortnefs of his views. 

Thebufy, the ambitious, the inconftant, and the 
adventurous, may be faid to throw themfelves by de- 
fign into the arms of fortune, and voluntarily to quit 
the power of governing themfelves -, they engage in 
a courfe of life in which little can be afcertained by 
previous meafures ; nor is it any wonder that their 
time is paft between elation and defpondency, hope 
and difappointment. 

Some there are who appear to walk the road of life 
with more circumfpeftion, and make no ftep till they 
think themfelves fccure from the hazard of a preci* 
pice; when neither pleafure nor profit can tempt 
them from the beaten path 5 who refufe to climb left 
they fliould fall, or to run left they fhould ftumble, 
and move flowly forward without any compliance 
with thofe paffions by which the heady and vehement 
are feduced and betrayed. 

Yet even the timorous, prudence of this judicious 

clafs is far from exempting them from the dominion 

of chance, a fubtle and infidious power, who will 

hitrude upon privacy and cmbarrafs caution. No 
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courfe of life is (6 ptcfcribed and limited, but that 
tnany aftions muft refult from arbitrary clcftion. 
Every one muft form the general plan of his con- 
duft by his own rcflcdions j he muft refolve whether 
he will endeavour at riches, or at content j whether he 
will exercife private or publick virtues; whether he 
will labotii; for the general benefit of mankind, or con* 
trad his beneficence to his family and dependants* 

This queftion has long execcifcd the fchools of 
jphilofophy, but remains -yet undecided ; and what 
hope is there that a young man, unacquainted with 
the arguments on either fide, fhould determine his 
own deftiny otherwife than by chance ? 

When chance has given him a partner of his bed, 
whom he prefers to all other women, without any 
proof of fuperior dcfert, chance muft again dired him 
in the education of his children 5 for, who was ever 
able to convince himfelf by arguments, that he had 
chofen for his fon that mode of inftruftion to which 
his underftandlng was beft adapted, or by which he 
would moft eafily be made wife or virtuous ? 

Whoever fhall irfquire by what motives he was de- 
termined on thefc important occafions, will find thena 
fuch as his pride will fcarcely fuffer him to confefs ; 
fome liidden ardour of defire, feme uncertain glimpf? 
of advantage, fome petty competiti9n, fpme inaccu- 
rate conclufion, or fom^' example implicitly reve- 
renced. Such are often the firft caufes of our re- 
folves ; for it is neceffary to aft, but impoffible to 
know the confequences of aftion, or to difcufs all 
the reafons which offer themfeJ.ves on every part to 
inquifitivenefs and folicitude. 

Vot. YU. S Sincq 
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. Since life itfelf is uncertain, nothing which has life 
for its bafis can boaft much liability. Yet this is 
but a fmall part of our perplexity. We fet out on a 
tempeftuous fca in queft of fome port, where we ex- 
peft to find reft, but where we are not furc of ad- 
miffion ; we are not only in danger of finking in the 
way, but of being mifled by meteors miftaken for 
ftars, of being driven from our courfe by the changes 
of the wind, and' of lofing it by unfkilful fteerage; 
yet it fometimes happens, that crofs winds blow us 
to a fafer coaft, that meteors draw us afide from 
whirlpools, and that negligence or error contributes 
to our efcape from mifchiefs to which a diredt courfe 
would have expofed us. Of thofe that by precipi- 
tate conclufions, involve themfelves in calamities 
without guilt, very few, however they inay reproach 
themfelves, can be certain that other meafures would 
have been more fuccefsful. 

In this ftate of univerfal uncertainty, where a thou- 
fand dangers hover about us, and none can tell whe- 
ther the good that he purfues is not evil in difguife, 
or whether the next ftep will lead him to fafety or 
deftrudion, nothing can afford any rational tranquil- 
lity, but the conviftion that, however we amufe our- 
felves with unideal founds, nothing in reality is go- 
verned by chance, but that the univerfe is under the 
perpetual fuperintendence of him who created its 
that our being is in the hanc^s of omnipotent good- 
nefs, by whom what appears cafual to us, is direfted 
for ends ultimately kind and mierciful ; and that no- 
thing can finally hurt him who debars not himfelf 
from the divine favour. 
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Numb. 185. Tv e&d ay ^ December 2^^ ^7S^^ 

At 'vindiSa honum 'vita jucundius ip/a, 

Nempe hoc indoBi. 

Chryfippus non dicit idem, hec mite ThaletiS 
Ingeniuniy dukique fenex 'vicinus Hymetto, 
Sim partem accept a fama inter vincla Cicutte 

Accufatori noUet dare. ^ippe minuti 

Semper 9 fcf infirmi eji animi^ exiguique lioluptas 

Vltio. Juy. 

But / revenge is /-weet. 

Thus think the crowd ; who, eager to engage, 

Take quickly fire, and kindle into rage. 

Not fo mild Thales nor Cbryjjppus thought. 

Nor that good man, who drank the poisonous draught 

With mind ferene ; and could not wifh to fee 

His vile accufer drink as deep as he : 

Exalted Socrates ! divinely brave ! 

Injur'd he fell, and dying he forgave. 

Too noble for revenge ; which ftill we find 

The weakeft frailty of a feeble mind. Dryden. 

NO Vicious difpofitions of the mind more obfti- 
nately refift both the counfels of philofophy 
and the injunftions of religion, than thofe which are 
complicated with an opinion of dignity; and which 
we cannot difmifs without leaving in. the hands of 
oppofition fome advantage iniquitoufly obtained, or 
fufFering from our own prejudices fome imputation 
of pufillanimity. 

For this reafon fcarcely any law of our Redeemer 
is more openly tranfgrefled, or more induftrioufly^ 
S 2 evaded. 
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evaded, than that by which he commands his fol- 
lowers to forgive injuries, and prohibits, under the 
fanftion of eternal mifcry, the gratification of the 
dcfire which every man feels to return pain upon 
him that inflifts it* Many who could have con- 
quered their anger, arc unable to combat pride, and 
purfue offences to extremity of vengeance, left they 
fliould be infulted by the triumph of an enemy. 

But certainly no precept could better become 
him, at whofe birth peace was proclaimed fo the 
earth. For, what would fo foon deftroy all the or- 
der of focicty, and deform life with violence and 
ravage, as a permiffion to every one to judge his 
own caufe, and to apportion bis own recompence 
for imagined injuries ? 

It is difficult for a man of the ftrifteft jafticc not 
to favour himfelf too much^ in the calmeft mo- 
ments of folitary meditation. Every one wilhes 
for the diftinftions for which thdufands are wifhing 
at the fame time, in their own opinion, with better 
claims. He that, when his reafou operates in its 
full force, can thus, by the mere prevalence of felf- 
lovc, prefer himfelf. to his fellow- beings, is very un- 
likely to judge equitably when his paflions are agi- 
tated by a fenft of wrong, and his attention wholly 
engroJTed by pain, intereft, or danger. Whoever 
arrogates to himfelf the right of vengeance, IhoVs 
how little he is qualified to decide his own claims, 
fince he certainly demands what he would think un- ' 
fit to be granted to another. 

Nothing is more apparent than that, however in- 
jured, or however provoked, fomc muft at laft be 
contented to forgive. ^For it can never be hoped, 

that 
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that he who firft commits an injury, will content-- 
cdly acquiefcc in the penalty required :. the fame 
haughtinefs of contempt, or vehemence of defire, that 
prompt the ad of injuftice, will more ftrongly incite 
its juftification -, and refentmcnt can never fo exaftly 
balance the punifliment with the fault, but there will 
remain an overplus of vengeance which even he who 
condemns his firft a£);ion will think himfelf entitled 
to retaliate. What then can ^nfue but a continual 
exacerbation of hatred, an unextinguiihable feud, an 
inceffant reciprocation of mifchief, a mutual vigi- 
lance to entrap, and eagcrnefs to deftroy ? 

Since then the imaginary right of vengeance muft 
be at lafl remitted, becaufe it is impoifible to live in 
perpetual hoftility, and equally impoflible that of two 
enemies, either fhould firft think himfelf obliged by 
Juftice to fubmiflion, it is furely eligible to forgive 
early. Every paffion is more eafily fubdued before; 
it has been long accuftomed to poffeffion of the 
lieart -, every idea is obliterated with lefs difficulty, 
as it has been more flightly impreffed, ^nd lefs fre- 
quently renewed. He who has often brooded over 
his wrongs, pleafed himfelf with fchemes of malign 
nity, and glutted his pride with the fancied fuppli- 
cations of humbled enmity, will not eafily open his 
bofom to amity and reconciliation, or indulge the 
gentle fentiments of benevolence and peace. 

It is eafieft .to forgive, while there is yet little to 
be forgiven. A fingle injury may be foon difmifled 
from the memory ; but a long fucceffion of ill offices 
by degrees aflbciates itfclf with every idea, a long 
conteil involves fo many circumftanccs, that every 
place and adion will recall it to* the mind^ and frelh 

S 3 rcmem- 
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remembrance of vexation muft ftill enkindle rage, 
and irritate revenge. 

• A wife man will make hafte to forgive, becaufe he 
knows the true value of time, and will not fuflfer it to 
pafs away in unneceflary pain. He that willingly 
fufFqrs the corrofions of inveterate hatred, and gives 
up his days and nights to the gloom of malice, and 
perturbations of ftratagem, cannot furely be faid to 
confult his eafe. Refentment is an union of forrow 
with malignity, a combination of a paffion which all 
endeavour to avoid, with a paffion which all concur 
to deteft. The man who retires to meditate hiif- 
chief, and to exafperate his own rage ; whofe thoughts 
are employed only on means of diftrefs and contri- 
vances of ruin; whofe mind never paufes from the 
remembrance of his own fufferings, but to indulge 
fome hope of enjoying the calamities of another, 
may juftly be numbered among the moft miferablc 
of human beings, among thofe who are'guilty with- 
• out reward, who have neither the gladnefs of profpc- 
rity, nor the calm of innocence. 

Whoever confiders the weaknefs both of himfelf 
and others, will not long want perfuafives to forgive- 
ncfs. We know not to what degree of malignity any 
injury is to be imputed j or how much its guilt, if 
we were to infpcft the mind of him that committed 
it, would be extenuated by miftake, precipitance, 
or negligence j we cannot be certain how much 
more we feel .than was intended to be inflidted, or 
how much we increafe the mifchief to ourfelves by 
voluntary aggravations. We may charge to defign 
the effeftsof accident; we may. think the blow vio- 
lent only becaufe wie have made ourfelves delicate aqd 

5 tender; 
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tender ; we are on every fide in danger of error and 
of guilt, which we arc certain to avoid only by fpeedy : 
forgivenefs, / 

From this pacifick and harmlefs temper, thus pro- 
pitious to others and purfelves, to domeftick tran- 
quillity and to focial happinefs, no man is withheld - 
but by pride, by the fear of being infulted by his ad- 
verfary, or defpifed by the world. 

It may be laid down as an unfailing and univerfal 
axiom, that " all pride is abjeft and mean." It is 
always an ignorant, lazy^ or cowardly acquiefcence 
in afalfe appearance of excellence, and proceeds not 
from confcioufnefs of our attainments^ but infenfi- 
tility of our wants. 

Nothing can be great which is not right. Nothing 
which reafon condemns can be fuitable to the dignity 
of the human mind. To be driven by external mo- 
tives from the path which our own heart approves, 
to^^ive way to anything but convi6tion, to fufFerthe 
opinion of others to rule our choice, or overpower 
our refolves, is to fubmit tamely to the loweft and 
moft ignominious flavery, and to refign the right pf 
dircfting our own lives. 

The utmoft excellence at which humanity can ar- 
rive, is a conftant and determinate purfuit of virtue, 
without regard to prefent dangers or advantage ; a 
continual reference of every aftion to the divine will ; 
an habitual appeal to everlaftingjuftices and an un- 
varied elevation of the intelledtual eye to the reward 
which perfeverance only can obtain. But that pride 
which many, who prefume to boaft of generous fen- 
timcnts, allow to regulate their meafures, has ndthing 
nobler in view than the approbation of menj of be- 
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ings whofc fuperiority wc are under no obligation to 
acknowledge, and who, when wc have courted them 
with the utnioft alfiduity, can confer no valuable op 
permanent regard 5 of beings who ignorantly judge 
of what they do not underftand, or partially determine 
what they never have examined j and whofe fcntenco 
is therefore of no weight till it has received the rati-^ 
fication of our own confcience. 

He that can defcend to bribe fufFrages like thefts 
at the price of his innocence ; he that can fufFer the 
delight of fuch acclamations to withhold his attention 
from the commands of the univcrfal fovereign, has 
j little reafon to congratulate himfclf upon the great- 

nefs of his mind ; whenever he awakes to ferioufiicfs 
and/efle&ion, he muft become defpicable in his own 
eyes, and (brink with (hame from the remembrance 
of his <iowardice and folly. 

Of him that hopes to be forgiven, it is indifpcnfibly 
required that he forgive. It is therefore fuperfluous 
to urge any other motive. On this great duty eter- 
nity is fufpended, and to him that refufes to praflife 
it, the throne of mercy is inacceffible, and the Sa-* 
viouK of the world has been born in vain. 
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KuMB. i86t Saturday, Decemker 28, 1751, 

Pone me 9 figris uhi nulU camfti 
4rhor 0fti'va ftcrtatur A^uri m 

pulce ridintm Lalagen amahoy 

puke hfueutem. ^o^. 

Place me where never fummer breeze 
Unbinds the glebe, or wautns the trees ; 
Where ever lowering clouds appear, 
• And angry ye^e deforms th* inclement year } 
jLove and the nymph ihall charm my toils, 
*{*^e nymph, who fweetly fpeaks and fweetly fmiles. 

Frarci9«' 

OF the happincfs and mifcry of our prefent ftatc, 
part arifcs from our fenfations, and part from 
our opinions ; part is diftributed by nature, and part 
^ in a great meafure apportioned by ourfelves. Po« 
^fitive pleafure we cannot always obtain, and pofitive 
pain we often cannot remove. No man can give to 
his own plantations the fragrance of the Indian 
groves f nor will any precepts of philofophy enable 
him to withdraw his attention from wounds or dif- 
eafes. But the negative infelicity which proceeds, 
jiot from the preflure of fuffcrings, but the abfence of 
enjoyments, will always yield to the remedies of rea* 
(on. 

One of the great arts of efcaping fuperfluous un- 
eafinefs, is to free our minds from the habit of com- 
paring our condition with that of others on whom 

the 
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the bleffings of life are more bountifully beftowed, 
or with imaginary ftatcs of .delight and fecurity, 
perhaps unattainable by mortals. Few are placed 
in a Jituation fo gloomy and diftrefsful, as not to 
fee every day beings yet more forlorn and miferable, 
from whom they may learn to rejoice in their own 
lot. 

No inconvenience is lefs fuperable by art or 
diligence than the inclemency of climates, and 
therefore none affords more proper exercife for 
this philofophical abftraftion. A native of Eng^ 
landy pinched with the frofts of December y may 
leffen his afFedtion for his own country^ by fufFer- 
ing his imagination to wander in the vales of j4fiay 
^nd'fport among y^oods that are always grden, 
and ftreams that always murmuy ; but if he turns 
his thoughts towards the polar regions, and con^ 
(iders the nations to whom a great portion of the year 
is darknefs, and who arc condemned to pafs weeks 
and months amidft mountains of fnow, he will foon 
jiifcover his tranquillity, and while he ftirs his fire, 
or throws his cloak about him, refleft how much he 
owes to Providence, that he is not placed in Green^ 
land or Siberia. 

The barrennefs of the earth and the feverity of 
the fkies in thefe dreary countries, are fuch as 
might be expcfted to confine the mind wholly to 
the contemplation of neceflity and diftrefs, fo that 
the care of cfcaping death from cold and hunger, 
Ihould leave no room for thofe paffions which, in 
lands of plenty, influence conduft, or diverfify cha** 
rafters y the fummer ihould be fpcnt only ia pia- 

viding 
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viding for the winter, and the winter, in longing for 
the fummer, 

• Yet learned curioftty is known to have found its 
way into thefe abodes of poverty and gloom : Laf^ 
land and Iceland have their hiftorians, their criticks, 
iind their poets ; and love, that extends his domi- 
nion wherever humanity can be found, perhaps 
exerts the fame power in jhe Greenhnder\ hut as ia 
the palaces of eaftern monarchs. 

In one of the large caves to which ;he families of 
Greenland retire together, to pafs the cold months, - 
^nd which may be termed their villages. or cities, 
a youth and maid, who came from different parts 
of the country, were fo much diftinguilhed for their 
beauty, that they were called by the reft of the in- 
habitants AnningaiS and Ajut, from a fuppofed refcm- 
blance to their anceflors of the fame names, who had 
been transformed of old into the fun and moon. 

Anningait for fome" time heard the praifes of 
Ajut with little emotion, but at lafl, by frequent 
interviews, became fenfible q( her charms, and 
firft made a difcovery of his affeftion, by inviting 
her with her parents to a feaft, where he placed 
before Ajut the tail of a whale. A^ut feemed not 
much delighted by this gallantry; yet, however, 
from that time, was obferved rarely to appear, 
but in a veil made of the fkin of a white deer; 
Ihe ufed frequently to renew the black dye upon 
her hands and forehead, to adorn her flecves with 
coral and (hells, and to braid her hair with great 

• cxadtnefs. 

The elegance of her drefs, and the judicious dif- 

• pofition of her prnamcnts, had fuch an efFedt upon 

Anningait, 
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^nnh^aif J, thu he could no longer be reftraincd 
from a declaration of his love. He therefore com- 
pofcd a poem in her praife, in which, among other 
heroick and tender fentiments, he protefted, tha|^ 
*^ She was beautiful as the vernal willow, and fra* 
^^ grant as thyme upon the mountains; that her 
^' fingers were white as the teeth of the morfe, and 
*^ her fmile grateful as the diffolution of the icei 
*• that he would purfue her, though (he ftiould paft 
*' the fnows of the midland cliffs, or fcek Ihelter in 
** the caves of the eaftern cannibals ; that he would 
'* tear her frpm the embraces of the genius of tfee 
** rocks, fnatch her from the paws of Amarocky and 
** refcue her from the ravine of Hafgufa.** He con^ 
eluded with a wifli, that *' whoever Ihall attempt tQ 
*S hinder his union with^'«/, might be buried with- 
*^ out his bow, and that in the land of fouls his fkuU 
*' might fervt for no other ufe than to catch the 
<V droppings of the ftarry lamps/* 

This ode being univerfally applauded, it was ^ 
cxpefted that Ajut would foon yield to fuch fer-. 
vour and accomplifbmcnts j but Jjut, with the 
natural haughtinefs of beauty, expefted all the 
forms of Gourtfhipj and before fhe would confefs 
herfclf conquered, the fun returned, the ^ice broke, 
and the feafon of labour called all to their employ- 
ments. 

Jnningait and Jjut for a time always went out in 
the fame boat, and divided whatever was caught. 
jinnirrg^it, in the fight of his miftrefs, loft no oppor- 
tunity of fignalizing his courage -, he attacked the 
fca-horfes on the ice ; purfued the feals into the 
water -, and leaped upon the back of the whale, while 
6 he 
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Kc was yet ftruggling with the remains of life. 
Nor was his diligence lefs tp accymulate all that 
could be neceffary to make wintel* comfortable j he 
dried the roc of fiflics and the flcih of fcals j he 
entrapped deer and foxes, and drefled their ikins to 
adorn his bride ; he feafted her With eggs from the 
rockS) and ftrcwed her tent with flowers. 

It happened that a tcmpeft drove the fifli to A 
diftaht part of. the coaft, before yltmingait had com^ 
plcted his ftorc ; he therefore entreated Ajuty that 
(he would at laft grant him her hand, and accom- 
pany him to that part of the country whither he was 
now fummoncd by necefTity. Jjut thought him 
-not yet entitled to fuch condcfcenfion, but pro- 
pofed, as a trial of his conftancy, that he &ould 
return at the end of fummer to the cavern where 
their acquaintance commenced, and there expert 
the reward of his afliduities. " O virgin, beautiful 
^^ as the fun Ihining on the water, confider," faid 
Anningaity " what thou haft required. How eafily 
^^ may my return be precluded by a fudden froft 
*' or unexpefted fogsj then muft the night be 
" paft without my Ajut. We live not, my fair, 
** in thofe fabled countries, which lying ftrangers 
** fo wantonly defcribe; where the whole year is 
** divided into ihort days and nights; where the 
*' fame habitation ferves for fummer and winter j 
** where they raife houfes in rows above the ground, 
'* dwell together from year to year, with flocks of 
*^ tame animals grazing in the fields about theni 9 
** can travel at any time from one place to another, 
*^ through ways inclofed with trees, or over walls 
^ raifed upon the inlapd waters j and dire£t their 

" courfc 
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«' courfe through wide countries by the fight of* 
** green hills or fcattere4 buildings. Even in fum- 
*V mer, we have no means of croffing the mountains, 
'^ whofe fnows are never dijflfolved j nor can remove 
*^ to any diftant refidence, but in our boats coaft- 
*' ing the bays. Confider, j^Jut; a few fummer-* 
*' days, and a few winter-nights, and the lifd of 
'* man is at an end* Night is the time of eafe and 
*^ feftivity, of revels and gaiety; but what will 
'^ be the flaming lamp, the delicious feal, or thq foft 
*« oil, without the fmile oi Ajut.'' 

The eloquence of Anningait was vain ; ' the 
maid continued inexorable, and they parted with 
ardent promifcs to meet again before the night of 
winter. 
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' Numb. 187. Tuesday, December 2^1^ ^75^* 

Non ilium noftri pojfunt mutare laboresj 

Non fi frigorihus mediis Hehrumque hihamuSf 

Sibonia/que ni'ves hiemis fubeamus aquofis 

Omnia ^vincit amor. Virgil. 

Love alters not for us his hard decrees. 

Not tho' beneath the fbracian clime we freeze^ 

Or the mild blifs of temperate fkles forego, 

And in mid winter tread Sithonian fnow ; * ■ 

Love conquers all,— ~ DrvqeM. 

jINNINGAITy however difcompofed by the 
dilatory coynefs of Ajuty was yet refolved to 
omit no tokens of amorous refpeft i and therefore 
prefented her at his departure with the fkins of feveil 
white fawns, of five fwans and eleven feals, with 
three marble lamps, ten veffels of feal oil, and a large 
kettle of brafs, which he had purchafed from a Ihip^ 
at the price of half a whale, and two horns of fea-* 
unicorns. 

Ajut was fo much afFefted by the fondnefs of her 
lover, or fo much overpowered by his magnificence, 
that fhe followed him to the fea-fide ; and, when 
(he faw him enter the boat, wilhed aloud, that he 
might return with plenty of Ikins and oil ; that.ncir 
ther the mermaids might fnatch him intp the deeps, 
nor the fpirits of the rocks confine him in their ca- 
verns. . 

, She ftood a while to gaze upon. the departing 
yeflcl,. and then returning to her hut, filent and de- 
. . jefted^ 
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jc6tcd, laid afidc, from that hour, her white decf 
(kin, fuffercd her hair to fprcad unbraided on her 
Ihouldcrs, and forbore to mix in the dances of the 
maidens. She endeavoured to divert het- thoughts 
by continual application to feminine employments, 
gathered mofs for the winter lamps, and dried grafs 
to line the boots of Anningait. Of the (kins which 
he had beftowed .upon her, ftie made a fifbing-* 
coat, a fmall boat, and tent, all of exquifite ma- 
nufadture; and while Ihe was thus bufied^ folaced 
her labours with a fong, in which fhe prayed^ 
«* that her lover might have hands ftronger than the 
*' paws of the bear, and feet fwifter than the feet of 
** the rain-deer J that his dart might never err> 
•* and that his boat might never leakj that he 
«^ might never ftumbic on the ice, nor faint in the 
«' water ; that the fcal might ru(h on his harpoon^ 
•^ and the wounded whale might dalh the waves in 
« vain*" 

The large boats in whith the Greenlanders tranf* 
port their families, are always rowed by women i 
for a man will not debafe iiimfelf by work, which 
requires neither Ikill nor courage. Jnningait was 
therefore expofed by idlenefs to the ravages of paf- 
fion. He went thrice to the ftern of the boat, with 
an intent to leap into the water, and fwim back to 
his miftrefs % but recollefting the mifery which they 
muft endure in the winter> without oil for the 
lamp, or fkins for the bed, he refolved to em- 
ploy the weeks of abfence in provifion for a night 
of plenty and felicity. He then compofed his emo- 
tions as he could, and expreffed in wild numbers 
and uncouth imagesj his hopes, his forrows> and hi& 

fears« 
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fears. '' O life," fays he, ^' frail and uncertainS 
^^ where fhall wretched man find thy refemblancc 
'** but in ice floating on the ocean ? It towers on 
*^ high, it fparkles from afar, while the ftorms drive 
^^ and the waters i>eat it, the fian melts it above, and 
'^^ the rocks fliatter it below* What ju-t thou, de- 
^' ceitful pleafere! but a fodden blaz€ ftreaming 
*' from the north, which plays a moment -on the 
. *' eye, mocks the travdler with the hopes of light, 
{'* and then vaa^iibes for lever ? What, love, art thou 
*^ but a whirlpool^ wJbich iwc approach without 
^ knowledge of our danger, drawn on by imper- 
^' ceptible deguees, till we have loft all power of 
^* refiftance aad -cfcapc ;? Till I fixed my eyes on the 
^^ graces .q£ JJut^ whiie I had yet not called her to 
<•* the banquet, I was carelefs as theXleeping morfe, 
•** I was merry as the fingers i^a the ft^rs. Why, 
^* Ajut, dad I gaze upon thy graces ? why;, my fair^ 
^' did I call thee to the banquet ? Yet, be faithful, 
^ my love, remember Anningaity and meet my re- 
** turn with the fmile of virginity^ ^J will chafe the 
^' deer, I will fubdue the lyhale, refiftlefs as the 
*** froft of darknefs,. and unwearied as' the fummer 
^* fun. In a few weeks, I fe^U returiji profperouts 
'^ and wealthy.; then Ihall the rojefifli and the por*- 
^' poife feaft thy kindred 5 the fox and hare fljalj 
*' coyer thy pouch 5 Jthe toygh hide of the feal ihaU 
^ flieltcr chec f^om cold j and the £at of the whaije 
** illumijciatc thy dwelling/- 

AKnin^ait having with thefe fentiments confoled his 
grief, *and animate4 his induftry, found that they 
had now coafted the headland, and faw the whalci 
Ipouting at a diftance. He therefore placed him-^ 
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fclf in his fiftijng-boat, called his affocja^s to their; 
feveral employments, plied his oar and harpoon with 
incredible courage ^nd deijiterity j and, by dividing 
his time between the chace and fifhery, fufpended the 
niiferies of^bfcnce and fufpicion. 

jijut^ in the mean time, notwithftanding her nci- 
glefted drefs, happened, ^as ihe was drying fomc; 
(kins in the fi^n, to catch the eye oiNqrngfuk^ on his 
return from hunting. Nprngjujc w^s of birth truly 
illuftrious. His mother had died in child-birth, 
and his father, tho^raqft expert filher of Greenland, 
had peri (bed by too clofc purfqit of the whale. His 
dignity was equalled by his riches ; he was maftcr 
of four men's and two women's boats, had ninety 
tubs of oil in his winter habitation, and five an4 
twenty feals buried in the fnow againft the feafon o£ 
darknefs* When he faw the beauty o( Jjut, he im- 
mediately threw over her the fkin of a deer that he 
had taken, and foon after prefented her with a 
branch of coral. Jjut rcfufed his gifts, and deter-j 
mined to admit no lover in the place of^nningaif. 

Norn^fuky thus rejefted, had recourfe to ftratagem. 
He knew that Jjut would ,(Confult an Angekkok, or 
diviner, ' concerning the' fate of her lover, and the 
felicity of her future life. * He therefore applied 
himfelf to the moft celebrated Jlngekkok of that part 
of the country, and by a prefent bf two feals and a 
marble kettle obtained apromife, that when Ajut 
ftiould confult him, he would declare that her lover 
was in ' the land of fouls. " Ajut, \n a fhort time, 
brought him a coat made by' herfelf, and enquired 
what events were to befal her, with affurances of a 
much larger reward at the return oiAnningait, if thp 
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prcdi£tion fhould flatter her dcfires. The A»gekhk 
knew the way to riches, and foretold that Anningait^ 
having already caught two whales, would foon rc-« 
turn home with a large boat laden with provifions* 

This prognoftication (he was ordered to keep 
fecreti and Nomg/uk depending upon his artifice, 
renewed his addreffes with greater confidence j but 
finding his fuit ftill unfuccefsful, applied himfelf to 
her parents with gifts and pronnifcs. The wealth of 
Greenland is too powerful for the virtue of a Green^ 
lender j they forgot the merit and the prefents of yf»- 
ningaity and decreed Ajut to the embraces of Norng^ 
Jyk. She entreated; fhe remonftratedj ihe wept, 
and rayed ; but finding riches irrefiftihle, fled away 
into the uplands, and lived in a cave upon fuch 
berries as fhe could gather, and the birds or hare$ 
which Ihe had the fortune to cnfnare, taking care, at 
^n hour when fhe was not likely to* be found, to 
view the fea every day, that her lover might not mifs. 
Jier at his return. 

At laft fhe faw the grp^t boat in which Anningait 
had departed, dealing flow and heavy laden along 
this coaf^. She ran with all the inapatience of af- 
fcdion to f atch her loyer in her arms, and relate her 
f onftancy and fufferings. When the company reached 
|he land, they informed her, that Anningait^ after 
the fifhery wa§ pnded, being unable to fupport the 
flow pafTage of the veflfel Qf carriage, had fet out be- 
fore them in his fifhing-boat, and they expedled at 
their arrival to have found him on fhore. 

Ajut^ diftraded at this intel%ence, was about to 

|iy into the hills, without knowing why, though fhe 

^as now in the hands of her p vents, who forced h^r 

^ ^ \ b^cl> 
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back to their own hutj, and endeavoured to comfort 
her ; but when at laft they retired to reftj, jfjut went 
down to the beach ; \vhere finding a fifhiog-boat, fhc 
entered it without hefitatioq, and telling thofe who 
^ortiiered at her ralhncfs, th^t Ihc was going in fearch 
of AnningaU^ rowed away with great fwiftnefs, and 
was feen no more. 

' The fate of thefe lovers gave occafion to various 
ifiaions and conjeftures. Some are of opinion, that 
they were changed intoftarsj; others imagine, that 
jinningait was feized in his paffage by the genius of 
the rociis, and that Ajut was transformed into a mer- 
maid, and ftill continues to feek her lover in the 
deferts of the fea. But the gcnerjtl perfuafion is, 
that they are both in that part of the land of fouls 
where the fun never fets, where oil is always frefli, 
and provifions always warm. The virgins fome- 
times throw a thimble and a needle into the bay, from 
which the haplefs maid departed i and when a Green-^ 
lander would praife any couple for virtuoys affeftiorij^ 
he declares that they Ipve lilce Mningait tod Ajut^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



i^iU. THE RAMBLER. >7? 



Numb, i88- SAxtrRbAY, January /i^^ 1752, 

iTJie-more I hoaour thee, the kfs I love. 

NONE oif the dtCircs dictated by ranity is more 
general^ or Jefs blameablc, than that of being 
diftinguiflicd for the arts of converfation. Other 
accotnplilhmcnts niay be, poffeffed without oppor- 
tunity of exerting them^ or wanted without danger 
that the defedt can bften be reiparked 5 but as no 
man can live, otherwife than in an hermitage, with- 
out hourly pleafure or vexation, from the fondnefs 
or negledt of thofe about him, the faculty of giving 
pleafure i3 of continual ufe. Few are more fre- 
quently envied than thofe who, have the power of 
forcing attention wherever they come, whofe en- 
trance is confidered as a promife of felicity, and 
whofe departure is lamented, like the reccfs of the 
fun from northern climates, as a privation of all that 
enlivens fancy, or infpirits gaiety. 

It is apparent, that to excellence in this valuable 
art, fome peculiar qualifications are neceffary ; for 
every one's experience will inform him, that the 
pleafure which men are able to give in converfation, 
holds no ftated proportion to their knowledge^ ot 
their virtue. Many find their way to the tables an4 
the parties of thofe who never confider them as of 
the leaft importance in any other place i we have all^ 
ftc one time or other> been content to love thpf<r 
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whom we could not cftccm, and been perfuaded to 
try the dangerous experiment of admitting him for 
a companion^ whom we knew to be too ignorant f^r 
a counfellor, and too treacherous for a friend. 

I queftion whether fome abatement of charadber is 
not neceflary to general acceptance. Few fpend 
their time with much fatisfaftion under the eye of 
uncontcftable fuperiority; and therefore, among 
thofe whofe prcfence is courted at affemblies of jol- 
lity, there are feldom found men eminently diftin- 
guiflied for powers or acqurfitions. The wit whoft 
vivacity condemns flower totigties to filence^ the 
fcholar Whofe knowledge allows no man to fancy 
that h^'inArudb hrm, the crttick who fufFers iW 
fallacy to pafs undetefted, and the reaforter who 
condtmns the Idlfc to thought, and the negligent to 
attentiorii at« generally praifed and feared, revc*- 
renced and avoided. 

He that ti^oUld pleafe mu(t rarely aim at fuch ex- 
cellence as depreffes his hearers in their own opiniorij 
or debars them from the hope of contributing reci- 
procally to the entertainment of the company. Mer- 
riment, extorted by fallies of imagination, fprightli- 
nefs of remark, or quickhefs of reply, is too often 
what the Latins call, the Sardinian Laughter^ a diftor- 
tion of the face without gladnefs of heart. 

For this reafon, no ftyle of converfation is mor« 
cxtcnfivcly acceptable than the narrative^ H^ who 
'has ftored his memory with flight anecdotes^ private 
incidents, and perfonal peculiarities, feldom failis to 
find his audience favourable. Almoft every man 
liftens with eagernefs to contemporary hiftory ; for 
almoft every man has fome real jor imaginary coa-- 

ne€tion 
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heftion with a celebrated charafter ; fome defire to 
advance or oppofe a irifing nartie. Va[nity often co^ 
Operates with cliriofitjr. He that is a hearer in one 
{)lace, qualifies himfeif to become a fpeaker in an- 
other j for though he cannot comprehend a feries of 
ftrgunrtent; Or tranfpbrt the volatile fpirit of wit 
without evaporation, he yet thinks himfeif able to 
treafure up"^ thtL various incidents of a ftory, and 
pleafcs his hopes Wi^h the information which he (hall 
give to fOme inferior foclety. 

Nari^tives'are for the ihoft part heard without 
fcnvy, becaufe they are not fuppofed to imply any 
intelleftual qudities above the common rate. To 
be acquainted with fifts not yet echoed by plebeian 
mouths, may happen to one man as well as. to ano* 
therj and to relate them, when thfey are knOwnv has 
in appearance fo little difficulty, that every One con- 
cludes himfeif equal tO the talk. 

But it is not eafy, and in fohle fituatiorts of life 
Aot poffiblei to accumulate fuch a ftock Of materials 
as m^y Hipport the expence of continual narration j 
and it frifqucrttly happens, thit they wh6 attempt 
this method of ingratiating themfelvcs, pleafe only' 
at the firft interview 5 and, folr want 'of new fupplies 
of intelligence, wear Out their ftori'es by continual 
tqpetition. 

There would be, the'refore, little hope of obtain- 
ing the praife of a good companion, were it not ta 
bo gain-cd by more compendious methods ^ but fuch 
is the kindnefs of mankind to all, except thofe who 
afpire to real n>erit and rational dignity, that every 
cindei'ftanding may find fome way to excite benevo* 
' T 4 Icncci 
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knee ; ahd whoever is not envied may learn the ar^ 
of iMTOCuring love. We arc willing ta be pleafed^ 
but are not willing to admire i we fovour the.mirth 
or officioufnef$ that folicits our regard,- but oppofc 
the worth or fpirit that enforces k. 

The firft place among thofe that pleafe, becauft^ 
(hey defire only to pleafe, is due teethe mtrryfeih^^ 
Whofe laugh is loud, and whofe voice is ftrongi^ 
who is ready to echo every jcft witU obfh-eperous ap* 

' probation, and countenance every frolick with vo- 
ciferations of applaufe*' It is not necefiary to a merry 
iellow to have in himfelf any fund of jocularity, of 
force of conception ;* it is fufEcient that he always^ 
appears in the higheft exaltation of gladnefs, for the 
greater part of mankind are g^y or feriaus by infec- 
tion, and follow without refiftance the attra&ion of 
example. 

Next fo the merry fellow is the gcod-natured mania 
a being generally without benevoleftce, or any other 
virtue, than fuch as indolence and infenfibility coni- 
fer. The charafteriftick of a good-aatured man is 
to bear a joke; to fit unmoved and unaflFcfbed 
amidft noife and, turbulence, prbfanenefs and obfce- 
nity I to hear every tale without contradiftion i xxp 
endure infult without reply ; and to follow the ftreami 
of folly, whatever courfe it (hall happen to take* 
The good-natured man is commonly the darling of 
the petty wits, with wliom they exercife themfelvc^* 

- in the fudimcnts of raillery ; for he never takes- 
advantage of failings, nor difconcerts a puny fatirifb 
with unexpedkcd farcafmsj but while the glafs con- 
tinues to circulate, contentedly bears the expence of 

uniatcF- 
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uninterrupted laughter, and retires rejoicing at his 
own importance,. 

The mod(fi man is a companion of a yet lower rank^ 
livhofe only power of giving plcafure is not to inter- 
rupt it. The modcft man fatisfies himfelf with 
peaceful (ilence, which all his companions arc can- 
did enough to confider as proceeding not from in* 
ability to fpeak^ but willingnefs to hear. 

Many, without being able to attain an'y general 
charafter of excellence, have fome fingle art of enter- 
tainment which ferves them as a paffport through 
the world. One I have known for fifteen years the 
darling of a weekly club, becaufe every night, prc- 
cifely at eleven, he begins his favourite fong, and 
during the vocal performance, by correfponding 
motions of his hand, chalks out a giant upon thQ 
wall. Another has endeared himfelf to a long fuc* 
cefllon of acqTjraintances by fitting among them with. 
his wig reverftd ; another by contriving^o fmut the 
npfe of any ftranger who was to be initiated in the 
club i another by jpurring like a cat, and then pre- 
tending to b« frighted; and another by yelping like 
a hound, and calling to the; dnwers to drive out the 
dog. 

Such are the arts by which cheerfulncfs is prp- 
. ftioted, and fomctimes friendfhip cftabHfhcd ; arts, 
which thofe who defpife them fiiould not rigorot?fly 
blatne; except when they are praftifed at the c^cpencjp 
of innocence; for it is always neceffaiy to be loyed, 
but not always neceffary to be reverenced. 
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Numb, 189. Tu Esh ay^ yanuary "j^ iys2l , 

.... •...,/'... 

^od tarn gtandeJafhQS clatn&t iihi tkr\a tcgatai , 

Non iUf Pompoiy, cana di/erta tua eft, MartI 

RtfoUridiitg plaiiditS; tho' thb crowd have rung j . . ,| 

TUy treat is leloquenti and not thf tongue. F. Lewis. i 

THE world fcarpely affords oppohunuics of 
making any bbfcrvation more frequently^ thaii 
on falfe claims to commendation. Almoft every 
man waftes part of his life in atteippts to difplay 
qualities which he does not polTefs, and to gain ap-. 
plaufe which he cannot keep -, fo that fcarcely can 
two perfons cafually meet, but one is offended or di- 
verted by the oflentation of the other. 

Of thefe pretenders it is fit to diflinguifh thofe whd 
endeavour to deceive from them who arc deceived ; j 

thofe who by defigned impoflures promote their in-r 
tereft, or gratify their pride, from theiii who mean | 

only to force int9 regard their latent excellencies and 
negledted virtues ; who believe themfelves qualified { 

to inflru6t or pleafe, and therefore, invite the notice 1 

of mankind. ., | 

. The artful and fraudulent ufurpers of diflindtioii 
deferve greater feveri ties than ridicule and contempt;; 
fince they are feldom content with empty prai/e, but 
are infligatcd by paffions more pernicious than vanity; 
They conlider the reputation which they endeavour 
to eflablifh as necefTary to the accomplilhment of 
Tome fubfequent dcfign, and valtic praife only as it 
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may conduce to the fucccfs of avarice or attfbl-* 
tion. 

The commercial world is very frequently put into 
confufion by the bankruptcy of merchants, that af- 
fumed the fplendour of wealth only to obtain the . 
privilege of trading with the flock of other men, w(i 
of contracting debts which npthkig but lucky ca^ 
fualties could enable them to pay ; till after having 
fupported their appearance a while by tumultuous 
magnificence of boundlefs traffick, they fink at once, 
and drag down into poverty thofe whom their equi- 
pages had induced to trufi: them. 

Among wretches that place their happihefs in the 
favour of the great, of beings whom only high titles 
or large eftates fet above themfelves, nothing is more 
common than to boafl: of confidence which they do 
not enjoy -, to fell promifes which they know their 
intercft unable to perform ; and to reimburfe the 
tribute which they pay to an imperious mailer, 
from the contributions of meaner dependants, whoof 
the^ can amufe with tales of their influence, and 
hopes of their felicitation. 

Even among fome, too thoughtlefs and volatile 
for avarice or ambition> may be found a fpecies of 
falfehood more detcftable than the levee or exchange 
can (hew. There are men that boafl: of debauchcricSi 
of which they never ha4 addrefs to be guilty ; ruin, 
by lewd tales, the charadlers of women to whom they 
are fcarccly known, or by whom they have been rc- 
jcded } deftiroy in a drunken frolick the happinefs of 
families ; blad the bloom of beauty, and intercept 
the reward of virtue. 

Other 
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Other artifice* of falfehoodji though utterly un- 
worthy of an ingenuous mindj arc not yet; to hi 
ranked with flagitious enormities, nor is it nece0arj^ 
to incite fa;iguinaryjuftice againft them, fince they 
may be adequately punifhed by deteftion and laugh- 
ter. The traveller who dcfcribes cities which he has 
MTcrfeens the fquire who, at his return from Lon- 
ift^n, tells of his intimacy with nobles to whom he has 
only bowed in the park, or coffec-houfc j the author 
who entertains his admirers with ftories of the affift- 
ance which he gives to wits of a higher rank $ the city 
dame who talks of her vifits at great houfes, where} 
flie happens to know the cook-maid^ are furely fuch 
harmlefs animals as truth herfelf may be content to 
defpife without defiring to hurt them. 

But of the multitudes who ftruggle in vaii;i for 
di(lin6tion, and difplay their own merits only to feel 
toore acutely the fting of negleft, a great jpzrt arc 
wholly innbcent of deceit, and are betrayed, by in- 
fatuation and credulity, to that fcorn with which the 
univerfal love of praifc incites tis all to drive feebld 
competitors out of our way. 

Few men fyrvey themfelves with fo much feverity^ 
as not to admit prejudices in their oWn favour, which 
aa artful flatterer may gradually ftrengtheni till wilhes 
for a particular qualification are improved to hopes 
of attainment, and hopes of attainment to belief of 
poflTeflion. Such flatterers every one will find, who 
has power to reward their afliduities* Wherever there 
IS' wealth*, there^will be dcpendance and expeftation^ 
and wherever thcre^ is depcndarfce, there will be an 
Cmiilation of fcrvility. 

Many 
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Many of the follies which provoke general cenfure^ 
jirc the effirds of fuch ranity as, ht)wev€r it inight 
liave wantx)oed in the imagination, would fcarcely 
have dared the publick eye, had it hot been anim^tefd 
gnd cmboldcnied by flattery. Whatever difficulty 
there may be in the knowledge of ourfeives, fcarcely 
any one fails to fafpe& his own imper&^ions, till he 
is elevated by others to contideiiGe. We are aimoft 
all naturally modeft and timorous $ but fear amd 
ftiame are uncafy fenfs^tions, and whofocver helps to 
remove them is received with kindhefs, 

T-Hrpicala was the heirefs of a large eftate, and 
having loft her mother in her infancy, was confxmitted 
to a governefs whom misfortunes had reduced to 
fupplenefs and humility; The fondnefs of Turpicula\ 
father would not fuffer him to truft her at a publick 
fchool, but he hired domeftick teachers, and beftowed 
on her all the accgmplifliments that wealth could 
purchafc. But how many things are neceflary to 
happinefs which money cannot obtain ? fhus fe- 
cluded from all with whom fhe might converfe on 
terms of equality, (he heard none of thpfe intimations 
of her defeds, which envy, petulance, or anger, pro- 
duce among children, where they are not afraid of 
gelling what they think. 

Turpicula faw nothing but obfequioufnefs, and 
heard nothing but commendations. None are fo 
little acquainted with the heart, a$ not to khow that 
woman's firft wifh is to be handibme, and that con- 
fequently the readieft method of obtaining her kind- 
nefs is to praife her beauty. Turpicula had a diftorted 
fliape and a dark complexion 5 yet, when the impu- 
*^nce of adulation had ventured to ?ell her of the 
I command- 
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commanding dlS^^^T ^^ ^^^ motion^ and the foft 
enchantment of her fmile^ {he was eafily convinced^ 
that ihe was the delight or torment of every eye^ and 
that all who gazed upon her felt the fire of envy or 
love. She therefore negledfccd the culture of an un- 
derftanding which might have fupplicd the defcds 
of her fonrij and applied all her care to the decora* 
tion of her perfpn; for Ihe coniidered that more 
could judge of beauty th^n of wit^ and was^ like the 
reft of human beings, in hafte to be admired. The 
defire of conqueft paturally led her to the lifts in 
which beauty fignalizes her power. She glittered at 
f ourt, fluttered in the park, and talked aloud in thQ 
front-box j but, after a thoufand experiments of her. 
pharms, was at laft convinced that fhe had been flac-^ 
fered^ and that her glafs was honeftcr than he^ ipaid^ 
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• Numb. 190. Saturpay, January 11, 1752, 

Plora*verifuis, non rtfpondere favor em. 

Sluajitum meritis, » Holt* 

Henry and Alfred 

ClosM their long glories with a figh, to find 
Th' unwilling gratitude of bafe mankind. Popi. 

t 

AMONG the emirs and vifiers, the fons of 
valour and of wifdom, that ftand at the cor- 
fiers of the J^^/^» throne, to aflift the counfels or 
. cbndudt the wars of t|^e pofterity of 27w«r, the firft 
place was long held by Morad the fon of Hanuth^ 
Mordd having fignalized himfelf in many battles and 
fieges, was reVarded with the government of a pro- 
vince; from which the feme of his wifdonri and mo- 
deration was wafted to the pinnacles of .^r^, by the 
prayers of thofe whom his adminiftration made 
happy. The emperor called him into his prefencc, 
and gave into his hand the keys of riches, and the 
fabre of command. The voice of Morad was heard 
from the cliffs of Taurus to the Indian ocean, every 
tongue faultered in his'prefe'nce, and every eye was 
raft down before him. 

Morad lived many years ^n profperity ; every day 
increafed his wealth, and extended his influence. 
The fages ' repeated his maxims, the captains of 
thoufands waited his commands. Competition with- 
drew into the cavern of envy, and difcontent trem- 
'•'■ • ' • • ' • bled 
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bled at her own murmurs. Jut human grcatnefs 
is Ihort and tranfitory, as the odour of incenfc in 
the fire. The fun grew weary of gilding the.palaces 
p{ Morad^ the clouds of forrow gathered round his 
liead^ and the tpmpeft of hatred roared about his 
dwelling. 

Morad faw ruin haftily approaching. The firft 
that forfoot him were his poets; their exaniplc 
was followed by all thofe whom he had rewarded 
for contributing to his pleafures, and only a few, 
whofe virtue had entitled them to favour, wej-e now 
Ito be.feen in his hall or chambers. He felt his 
ganger, and proftrated himfelf at the foot of the 
throne. His accufers were confident and loud, his 
friends ftood contented with frigid neutrality, an4 
the voice of truth was overborne by clamour. He 
was divefted of his power, deprived of his acquifi- 
tions, and condemned to pafs the reft of his life oa 
his hereditary eftate. 

Morad had been fo long accuftomed to crowds and 
}>ufinefs, fupplicants and flattery, that he knew nc^ 
tiow to fill up his hours in folitiide; he faw with re- 
jgrct the fun rife to force on his eye a new day for 
which he had no ufe ; and envied the favagc that 
!wanders in the defcrt, becaufc he has no time vacant 
from the calls of nature, but is always chafing his 
f>rcy, or fleeping in his den. 

His difcontent in time vitiated his conftitution;^ 
>nd a flow difeafe feized upon him. He refufed 
{)hyfick, neglefted exercife, and lay down on his 
couch peevifh and reftlefs, rather afraid to die than 
jielyous to live. His "domcfticks, for a time, rer> 
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doubled their ailiduities ; but finding that no ofii« 
cJioufnefs cotild footh^ norcxadlnefs fatisfy; they foori 
gave way to negligence and iloth^ and he that once 
connmanded nations, often languifhed in his cham- 
ber without an attendant* 

In this melancholy ftate, he commanded mef*- 
fengers to recal his cldeft fon Ahouzaid from the 
army. Abouzaid was alarmed at the account of his 
father's (icknefs, and haded by long journeys to his 
place of refidence. Morad was yet living, and 
felt his ftrengch return at the embraces of his fon ; 
then commanding him to fit down at his bed-fide^ 
*' Abouzaid^'' fays he, " thy father has no more 
*^ to hope or fear from the inhabitants of the earthy 
^' the cold hand of the angel of death is now upon 
*^ him, and the voracious grave is howling for his 
** prey. Hear therefore the precepts of ancient 
*[ expel-ience, let not my laft inftruftions Iflbe forth 
** in vain. Thou haft fccn me happy and cala- 
*' mitous, thou haft beheld nfxy exaltation and my 
^^ fall. My power is in the hands of my enemies> 
*^ my tfeafures have rewarded itiy accufersj but 
** my inheritance the clemency of the emperor has 
^^ fpared, and my wifdom his anger could not take 
*^ away. Caft thine eyes round thee, whatever thou 
** beholdeft will, in a few hours, be thine j apply 
** thine ear to my diftates, and thefe pofleflions will 
*^ promote thy happinefs. Afpire ^not to publick 
*5 honours^ enter not the palaces of kings j thy 
** wealth will fet thee above infult, let thy mode- 
*^ ration keep thee below envy. Content thyfelf 
^*'with private dignity, diffufe thy riches among 
«^ thy friends, let every day extend thy beneficence, 
. Vol.* VII. U '' and 
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*• and fuffcr not thy heart to be at reft till thou art 
•^ loved by all to whom thou art known. In the 
*5 height of my power, I faid to defamation, . Who* 
*^ will hear thee I and to artifice. What canft thou 
•' perform I But,, myfon^ dcfpife not thou the ma- 
** lice of the weafccft, remember that venom fupplies 
^5 the want of ilrength, and that the lion may perifh 
*f by the punfture of aa afp/' 

Morad expired in; a few hours* Abou%aidy after 
the months of mouvmngy determined ta regulate 
h;i9 coadu€b by hi» father's precepts, a^id cultivate 
t];xe love of mankind by every art of kindnefs and 
ciideafment. Me wifely conlidered,, that domeftick 
happinefs was firft to be fecured> and that none have 
fo much ponrer of doing good or hurty as thofc who 
afe prefent in the hour of negligence^ hear the 
burfts of thpughtlcfe' merrimeaty and obferve the 
fl;arts of unguarded pafliop^ He therefore aug- 
mented the pay of all his attendants^ . and requited 
every exertion of uncommon diligenice by fupernu- 
merary gratuities^ While he ccmgratulated himfelf 
upon the fidelity and affeftion of his faiTe^ily, he was 
in the nightalarmed with robbers, who being pur- 
fued and taken, declared that they had been admitted 
by one of his fervants ; the fervant immediately con- 
ffffed,. that he unbarred the dpor, becaufc another 
not nipi-e worthy of confidence was entruftcd witfc 
the keys.. 

AbouTuiid was thus^ convinced . that a dependant 

.could noteafily be made a friend; ^nd that while 

n),any vere foliciting for the firft rank of favour^ all 

thofe would be alienated whom he difappointed. He 

therefore refolved mo aiSbciate with a few equal com- 

paniQns 
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pinions fclcftcd from among- the chirf men of the 
|)rov}nce. With thcfe be lived happily for a time, till 
. familiarity fet them free from rcftraintj and every maa 
thought himfelf at liberty to indulge his own caprice^ 
and advance his pwn opinions^ They then diftiirbed 
each other with contrariety of inclinations^ and dif- 
ference of fentiments> and Ahouxaid was neceffitated 
to offend one party by concurrence^ or both by m^ 
difference. 

He afterwards determined to avoid a clofc unioii 
Ivith beings fo difcordant in their nature, and to dif- 
fufe himfelf in a larger circle. He praftifed the fmile 
of univerfatl courtcfy^ and invited all to his table, 
but admitted none to his retirements. Many who. 
had been rejefted in his choice of friendlhip, now 
refufed to accept his acquaintance \ and of thofe whom 
plenty and magnificence drew to his table, every one 
preffed forward toward intimacy, thought himfelf* 
overlooked in the crowd, and murmured becaufe he 
Was not diftinguiflied above the reft. By degrees all 
made advances, and all refented repulfe^ The table 
Was then covered with delicacies in vain ; the mu- 
fidc founded in empty rooms 5 and Aiouzaid yi2ik left 
to form in folitude fomc new Icheme of pleafure or 
fecurity. 

Refolving now to try the force of gratitude, he en- 
quired for men of fcience, whofe merit was obfc^ired 
by poverty. His houfe was foon crowded with poets, 
fculptot-s, painters, and defigners, who wantoned in 
unexperienced plenty, and employed their powers in 
celebration of their patfon. But in a ftiort time they 
forgot the diftrefs from which they had been rcfcuejd, 
and began to confider their deliverer as a wretch of 

U 51 narrow 



Digitized by 



Google 



§91 THE RAMBLER* 1^* 190/ 

narrow capacity, who was growing great by work& 
which he could not perform, and whom they over- 
paid by condefcending to accept his bounties. Abeu- 
zaid heard their murmurs and difmiflcd them, and 
from that hour continued blind to colours, and deaf 
to pancgyrick. 

As the ions of art departed, muttering threats of 
perpetual infamy, Abouzaidy'-^ho ftood at the gate, 
called to him Hamet the poet. *^ Hamet^' faid he, 
*' thy ingratitude has put an end to my hopes and 
** experiments: I have now learned the vanity of 
*' thofe labours that wifh to be rewarded by human 
** benevolence; I Ihall henceforth do good, and 
*' avoid evil, without refpe£t to the opinion of men; 
*' and refolve to folicit only the approbation of that 
** Being whom alone we are fure to pleafe by cndea- 
^ vouring to pleafe him." 
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"Numb. 191. Tuesday, January 14, 1752^ 

Cireus in vitiumficBi^ monitor thus a/per. HoR. 

The youth—— . ' ' 

Yieliing like wax, th' impreffive folly bears; 

Ro^gh to reproof, and flow to future cares. Francis. 



r(^ /i&^ RAMBLER. 

Dear Mr. Rambler, 
HAVE been four days confined to my cham* 



I 



ber by a cold, which has already kept mc fron> 
three plays, nine fales, five Ihows, and fix card- 
tables, ^nd put me feventeen vifits behind-hand; 
and the do6lor tells my mamma, that if I fret and 
pry, % will fettle in my head, and I (hall not be fit 
tp be. feen thefe fix weeks. But, dear Mr. Ram iler, 
how can I help it? At this very time Meliffa is 
dancing with the prettied gentleman; — fhc will 
breakfaft >vith hirn to-morrow, and then run to two 
au6kions, aqd h^ar compliments, and have prefents.; 
f hen fhe will be drcft, and vifit, and get a ticket to 
the play ; thefl go tq cards and win, and come home 
with two fl^mbieaus before h?r chair. Dear Mr. 
Rambler y who can bear it \ 

My aunt has jyft brqught ipe a bundle of your pa- 
pers for my amufemc^t, She fays, you are a philofo- 
pher, and will teach me to moderate my defires, and 
400k upon the world with indifference. But, dear 
^r, \ do not wi(h, nor intend to moderate my de- 
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fires, nor can I think it proper to look upon the 
world with indifference, till the world looks with in- 
4ifference on me. I have been forced, however, to 
fit this morning a whole quarter of ^n hour with your 
paper before my face 5 but juft as my aunt came in, 
Thyllida had brought me a letter from Mr. Tripj 
which I put within the leaves, and read about ah/ence 
and inQonJoltahlenefSy and ardour^ and irrejijiible paf-- 
Jion^ and eternal conftancy^ while my aunt imagined, 
that I was puzzling myfelf with your philofophy, 
and often cried out, when (he faw me look confufcd, 
*f If there is any word that you do not underftandj 
f' child, I will explain it." 

Dear foul \ how old people that think themfelve$ 
wife may be impofed upon ? But it is fit that they 
ftiould take their turn, for I am fure, while they can 
keep poor girls clofe in the nurfery, they tyrannize 
over us in a very fhs^meful manner, and fill our ima- 
ginations with tales of terror, only to make us live 
in quiet fubjeftion, and fancy that we can never he 
fafe but by their protedtion. 

I have a rpamma and two aunts, who have all 
been formerly celebrated for wit and beauty, and ar^ 
ftill generally admired by thofe that value themfelves 
\ipon their undcrftanding, and love to talk of vice and 
Virtue, nature and fimplicity, and beauty and prp-» 
priety 5 but if there was not fomc hope of meeting 
me, fcarcely a creature would come near them tha^ 
wears a falhionable coat. Thefe ladies, Mr. i?tf»W^r, 
have had me under their government fifteen years 
and a half, and have all that time been endeavouring 
to deceive me by fuch reprdbhtatibns of life as I now 
find n(H to be trucj but I knqw not whct^^f- 1 ought 
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to impute them to ignorance or malice, as it is pof- 
iible the world may be much changed fince they 
mingled in general converfation. 

Being defirous that I fhould love books, they 
told me, that nothing but knowledge could tnaktf 
me an agnccable .companion to men of fenfe, or 
^jualify me to diftinguifti the fuperficjal glittef of 
vanity from the folid merit of underft^nding; and 
that a habit of reading would enable me to fill up 
the vacuities of life without the help of filly of 
•dangerous amufements, and prefcrve me from the 
fhares of idlenefs and the inroads of temptation. 

But their principal intention was to make me 
afraid of men ; in whi^eh they fucceeded fo well fo:^ 
a time, that I dwrfl: not iook in their faces, or be 
left alone with them in a parlour; for they made 
me fancy, that no man ever fpoke but to deceive, 
or looked but to allure; that the girl who fufFered 
him that had once fqueeied her hand, to approach 
her a fecond time, was on the brink of ruinV^nd 
chat (he who anfwered a billet, without confdlting 
her relations, gave love fuch power over her, that 
(he would certainly become either poor or infamous. 

From the time that my leading firings were taken 
off, I fcarce heard any mention of my beauty but 
from the milliner, the ma'ntua-maker, and my own 
maid; for my mamma never faid more, when llie 
heard me commended, but *' the girl is very well,'* 
and then endeavoured to divert my attention by 
fome enquiry after my needle, or my bgok. 

It is now three months fince I" have been fuffered 
to pay and receive vifits, to dance atpublick aflem- 
fjiilc^f to h^ve a place kept for me in the boxes, and 
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to play at \2idy Racket's rout; and you may cafiljr 
imagine what I think of thofe who have fo long 
cheated me with falfe cxpeftations, difturbed mc 
with ftftitious terrors, and concealed fron) me aU 
that I have found to make the happinefs of woman, 
.. I am fo far from perceiving the ufefulnefs or nc-t 
ccflity of books, that if I had not dropped all pre- 
tenfions to learning, I fliould have loft Mr. 7r/p, 
whom I once frighted into another box, by retailing 
fome of J)ryden^s remarks uppn ^ tragedy 5 for Mr, 
^rip 'declares, fh^f he hates nothing like hard words, 
and I am fure, there is not a better partner to b? 
founds his very walk is a dance. , I have talked 
pnce or twice among ladies about principles and ideas, 
\>vt they put their fans before their faces, and told 
pie I was too wife for them, who for their part never 
pretended to read any thing but the pl^y-bill, an4 
^hen alked me tlie price of my beft head, ^ 

Thofe y^canpies of time whicj^ ^re to be filled up 
with bopks, I h^ve npver yet obtained ; for> con-? 
fider, Mr. RamHer, I gq to b?d lat?^ and therefore 
pannot rife early ^ as fodn as I am up^^ I drefs forth^ 
gardens J then walk in the parkj then always go tq 
jbnnie fale or fhow, or entertainment at the little 
^heatrci then mvjft be drefled for dinner j then muft 
pay my yifitsj then walk in. thp park; then hurry 
to the play ; and froni thencp to the card-table. 
This is the general cpurfe pf the day, when 
there happens nothing extraordinary ; but fometimes 
I ramble into t:he country, and come back again to 
^ ball ; fometimes I am engaged for a whole da.y and 
part pf the night. If, at any time, I can gain an 
hour by not being at hpme, I have fo many things 
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to do, fo many orders to give to the mrlliner, fa 
many alterations to make in my clothes, fo many 
yifitants names to read over, fo many invitations to 
accept or refufe, fo many cards to write, and fo 
many fafhions to confider, that I am loft in cpnfufion, 
forced at laft to let in company or ftep into my chair, 
and leave half my affairs to the direftion of my maid* 

This is the round of my day j and when fhall I 
cither ftop my courfe, or fo change it as to want ^ 
book? I fuppofe it cannot be imagined, that any of 
thefe diverfions will foon be at an end. There will 
always be gardens, and a park, and auftions, and 
ihpws, ai)d playhoyfes, and cards; viiits will always 
be paid, and clothes always be worn ; and how caa 
I have time unemployed upon my hands ? 

But I am moft at a lofs to guefs for what purpofe 
they related fuch tragick ftories'of the cruelty, per- 
fidy, and artifices of men, who, if they ever were fo 
malicious ^nd deftrudtive, have certainly now re- 
formed their manners, I have not, fince my cn^- 
trance into the world, found one who does not pro- 
fcfs himfelf devoted to my fervice, and ready to live 
or die,, a? I fhall conimaqd him. They are fo far 
from intending to hurt me, that their only contention 
is, who ihall be ^Uowed moft clofely to attend, and 
moft frequently to treat mej when different places 
q{ entertainment, or fch^mes of pleafure are men- 
tioned, I can fee the eye fparkle and the cheeks glow 
of him whofe propofals pbtairi niy approbation ; he 
then leads me off ip triumph, adores my condc- 
ffcenfion, and congratulates himfelf that he has lived 
to 'the hour of felicitv. Are thefe, Mr. Rambler, 
IBre^tures to be feared? Is it likely that any injury 
• ' will 



Digitized by 



Google _ 



^98 THE RAMBLER. N^ 191. 

will be done me by thofe who can enjoy life only 
frhile I favour them with my prcfenc« ? 

As little reafon can I yet Jind to fufpeft them of 
ftratagems and fraud. When I play at cards, they 
never take advantage of my miftakes, nor exaft from 
rne a rigorous obfervation of the game. Even Mr. 
Shuffley a grave gentleman, who has daughters older 
th^tn myfelf, plays with me fo negligently, that lam 
fometimes inclined to believe he lofes his money by 
defign, and yet he i$ fo fond of play, that he fays, 
be will one day take me to his houfe in the country, 
that we may try by ourfelves who Can conquer. I 
have not yet promifed hjm j but when the town gi:ow| 
a little empty, I (hall think upon it, for I want fome 
trinkets, like Letiiia's, to my watch. I do not doubt 
my luck, but muft ftudy fome mean^ of' amufmg my 
relations. 

For all thefb diftinftions I find my felf indebted to 
that beauty which I was never fufFered to hear praifed^ 
and of 'which, therefore, I did not before know the 
full value. The concealment was certainly an in-^ 
tentional fraud, for my aunts hav^ eyes lijce other 
people, and I am every day tpld, that nothing but 
blind nefs can cfcape the influence of my charms* 
Their whole account of that world which they pre^ 
tend to know fo well, has been only one fiftion en-* 
tangled with another; and though the modes of life 
oblige me to continue fome appearances of'refpe£V, 
I cannot think that they, who have been fo clearly 
detefted in ignorance or impofture, have any righ| 
to the efteeTTi> veneration, or obedience of, 

SIR, Yours, 

BELLARIAt 
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NusfB. 192. Saturday, ^antfar^ iB, 1752. 

A»a TtfTOF tfje-o^EX^o^ 

Aiflt Ttftoi i? ToxScf 

n»Xc/xoi| ^oyoi }t avTOf* 

To ^t X'^^^* oKX^ju.^cr&aj 

Al(» T»TW 01 ^t^^vlift "AnACREOW. 

Vain the nobleft bipth would prove, 
Nor worth nor wit avail in iove ; 
• ♦Xis gold alone fucceeds — by gold 
The venal fex is bought and fold. 
Accurs'd be he who firft of yore ^ 

Pifcover'd the pernicious ore ! 
This fets a brother's heart on fire, 
And arms the fbn againft the fire ; 
And what, alas! Is worfe than all| 
To this the laver owes his fall* F. Lbwi^ 

To the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

I AM the fon of a gentleman, whofe anceftors^ 
for niany ages, held the firft rank in the couatyj 
till at laft one of them, too defirous of popularity^ 
fet his houfe open, kept a. table covered with conti* 
pual profufion, and diftributed his beef and ale to 
fuch as chofc rather to live upon the folly of others^ 
than their own laboiir, with fuch tboughtlefs libera-* 
lity, that he left a third part of his eftate mortgaged, 
]^is fi^cceirori a iiiafl qf ipiritj fcorned to impair 
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his dignity by parfimonious retrenchments, or to 
admit, by a falc of his lands, any participation of 
the rightis of his mapor ; he therefore made another 
mortgage to pay the intereft of the former, an4 
pleafed himfelf with the refledlipn, that his fon would 
have the h^r^ditary eftate without the diminution of 
an acre. 

Nearly refembling this was the praftlce of my wife 
progenitors for many ages. Every man boafted th^ 
antiquity of his family,, rcfolvcd to fupport the dig* 
nity of his birth, and Uved in fplcndour and plenty 
at the cxpence of his heir, who, fometimes by a 
wealthy marriage, and fometimes by lucky legacies, 
difcharged part of the incumbrances, and thoi^ht 
himfelf intitled to contraft new debts, and to leave 
to his children the farne inheritance of embarraflV 
ment and diftrefs. 

Thus the eftate perpetually decayed j the woods 
were felled by one, the parH ploughed by another, 
the fifliery let to farmers by a third ; at laft the ol4 
hall was pulled down to fpare the coft of reparationj^ 
and part of th^ materials fold to build a fmall houfe 
with the reft. We were now openly degraded ftom 
our original rank, and my father's brother n^a^ al- 
lowed with lefs reluftance to ferve an apprenticefeip, 
though we never reconciled ourfelves heartily to 
the found of haberdaflier, but always talked of 
warehoufes and a nierchant, and when the wind hap-: 
pened to blow loud, afFefted to pity the hazards of 
commerce, and to fympathize with the folicitude of 
my poor uncle, who had the true retailer's terror of 
adventure, and never expofed himfelf or his property 
to any wider water than the Tkames^ 
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. In time, however, by continual profit and fmall 
cxpences, he grew rich, and began to turn his 
thoughts towards rank. He hung the arms of 
the family over his parlour-chimney j pointed at a 
chariot decorated only with a cypher; became of 
opinion that money could not make a gentleman ; 
refented the petulance of upftarts ; told ftories of 
alderman P/(^s. grandfather the porter; wondered 
that there was no better method for regulating pre- 
cedence; wiftied for fome drefs peculiar to men of 
falhion 5 and whe'h his fervant prefented a letter, al* 
ways enquired whether it came from his brother the 
cfquire. 

My father was careful to fend him game by 
every carrier, which, though the conveyance often 
cpft more than the value, was well received, becaufe 
it gave him an opportunity of calling his frie^nds to- 
gether, defcribing the beauty of his brother's feat, 
and lamenting his own folly, whom no remonftrances 
could withhold from polluting his fingers with a 
fhop-book. 

The little prefents which we fent were always re- 
turned with great; munificence. He wa^ defirous of 
being the fecond founder of his family, and could not 
bear that we fhould be any longer outflione by thofe 
whom we confidered as climbers upon our ruins, and 
ufurpers of our fortune. He furnilhed our boufe 
with all the elegance of fafhionableexpence, and was 
careful to conceal his bounties, left the poverty of 
his family Ihould be fufpedted. 

At length it happened that, by mifconduft like 

cuf own, a large eft^te^ which had been purchafed 
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from us, was again expofed to the beft bidder. M/ 
uncle, delighted with an opportunity of reinftating 
the faniily in their poffeffions, came down with trea- 
fures, fcarcely to be imagined in a place where com- 
merce has not made large fums familiar, and at once 
drove all the competitors away, expedited the writ- 
ings, and took poffeffion. He now confidered him-' 
felf as fuperior to trade, difpofed of his ftock, and as 
foon as he had fettled his economy, began to fhew 
his rural fovereignty, by breaking the hedges of his 
tenants in hunting, and feizing the guns or nets of 
thofe whofe fortunes did not qualify them for fportf* 
men. He foon afterwards folicited the office of fhe- 
Tiff, from which all hi& neighbours were glad to be 
reprieved, but which he regarded as a rcfumption of 
anceilral claims, and a kind of refloration to bk)od 
after the attainder of a trade. 

My uncle, whofe mind was fo filled with this change 
of his condition, that he found no- want of domeftick 
entertainment, declared himfelf too old to marry, 
and refolved to let the ncwlyrpurchafedeftate fall into 
the regular channel of inheritance* I was therefore 
confidered as heir apparent, and courted with offici- 
oufnefs.and careffes, by the gentlemen who had hi- 
therto coldly allowed me that rank which they could 
nqt refufe, depreffed me with ftudied negle<9:, and 
irritated me with ambiguous infults. 

I fek not miKh pleafure from the civilities fof 
which I knew myfelf indebted to my uncle's in* 
duftry, till by one of the invitations which every 
day now brought Dfie^ I was induced to fpend a 
week with Lu^ms^ whpfe daughter FlofuUU I had 
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often feeu and admired like others, without any 
thought of nearer approaches. The inequality which 
had hitherto kept me at a diftanpe being now levelled, 
I was received with every evidence of refpeft ; ia- 
aus told me the fortune which he intended for hi& 
favourite daughter, many odd accidents obUged U3t 
to be often, togetl^er without company, and I fooa 
began to find that they were fpreadiog for me the 
nets of matrimony. 

Flavilla was all foftnefs aivi complaifancc. I, who 
had been excluded by a najcrow fortune from much 
acquaintance with the world, and never been ho- 
noured before with the notice of fo She a lady, waa 
eafily enamoured. Lucius either perceived my paf- 
fion, o^ FlavJlla, hnrzyxd it; care was taken, that 
our private r^^tings fhould be kfs frequent,, and my 
charmer confeffed by her eyes how much paia flie. 
fufFered from our reftraint, I renewed my vifit upon, 
every pretence, but was noi allowed one. interview 
without witnef&; at laft I declated my paffion to £«- 
^iusj who received mc as a lover worthy of his da^^gh- 
ter, and told me that nothing was wanting to his con- 
fent, but that my uncle (hould fettle his eftate upon 
me. I objefted the indecency. of encroaching oa 
his life,, and the danger of provoking hin\ by fuch an. 
unfeafonable demand. Lu^ciia feemed not to think 
decency of much importance, but admitted the dan- 
ger of difpleafing, and concluded that as he was now 
old and fickly* we naight, without any inconvenience, 
wait for his death. 

With this rcfolution I was better contented, as it 
procured me the company of Flavilla^ in which the 
days paflfed away amidft continual raptures but in 

time 
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time I began to be afhamed of fitting idle, in expec- 
tation of growing rich by the death of my bcnefaftori 
and propofed to Lucius many fchemcs of raifing my 
own fortune by fuch affiftancc as I knew my uncld 
willing to give me, Lucius^ afraid left I (hould 
change lyiy affeftioivin abfence, diverted me from my 
defign by diffuafives to which my paflion eafily liften- 
cd. At laft my uncle died, and confideririg himfclf 
as negleded by me, from the time that FlavHla took 
polfeflTion of my heart, left his eftate to my youngci' 
brother, who was always hovering about his bed, and 
relating ftories of my pranks and extravagance, my 
contempt of the commercial dialed^ and my iqnpa^ 
tience to be felling ftock. 

My condition was foon known, arid t Was nd 
longer admitted by the hthtt of Flavilla. I repeated 
the proteftations of regard, which had beeft formerly 
returned with fo much ardour, in a letter which fhe " 
received privately, but returned by her father's foot- 
man. Contempt has driven out my love, and I am 
content to have purchafed, by the lofs of fortune, 
an efcape from a harpy, who has joined the artifices 
of age to the allurements of youth. I am now going 
to purfue my former projefts with a legacy which my 
uncle bequeathed me, and if I fucceed, Ihall cxpeft 
to hear of the repentance o( FlavHla. 

I am, S I R, Yours, &c, 

CONSTANTIUS. 



.Digitized by 



Google 



N'i93^ THE RAMBLER. 305 



Numb. 193. Tuesday, January 21^ IJS^^ 



LauMs amon turner ? funt ctrtu piacula qua t$ 

^ir fur} U£io pftftrunt recrtare libello. Ho R « 



Or art thou vain ? books yield a certain ipell, ^ 

To flop thy tumour ; you fliall ceafe to fwell S 

When you have read them thrice^ and Iludied well. 3 

Ck££cu» 

WttATEVfiR is universally dcfired, will be 
fought by induftry and artifice, by merit and 
crimes, by means good and bad, rational and abfurd, 
according to the prevalence of virtue or vice, of ^if- 
dom or folly. Some will always miftake the degree 
of their own defert, and fome will defire that others 
may miftake it. The cunning will have fecourfc to 
ftrdtagem, and the powerful to violence, for the at* 
tainmcnt of their wiftiesj fome will ftoop to thefr> 
and others venture upon plunder* 

Praife is fo pleafing to the mind of man, that it is 
the original motive of almoft all our adtions. The 
dcfire of commendation, as of every thing elfe, is 
varied indeed by innumerable differences of temper. 
Capacity, and knowledge J fome have no higher wifh 
than for the applaufe of a club j fotne cxpedt the ac- 
clamations of a county ; and fome have hoped to fill 
the mouths of all ages and nations with their names. 
Every man pants for the higheft eminence within his 
view ; none, however mean, ever finks below the 
hope of being diftinguiihed by his fellow- beings, 
and very few have, by magnanimity or piety, been 

Vol. VII. X f9 
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fo raifed above it, as tio aft wholly without regard ta 
tcnfure or opinion^ 

To be praifed> therefore,, every man refolves ; but 
refolutidns will not execute themfelves. That which 
all think too parfimonioufly diftributed to their own 
claims, they i)^rill not gratuitoufly fquandcr upon 
others, and fome expedient muft be tried, by which. 
praife may be gained before it can be enjoyed. 

Among the innumerable bidders for praife, fome 
are willing to purchafe at the higheft rate, and 'offer 
cafe and health, fortune and lifCr Tet evenof thefc 
€)^nly a fmall part have gained what they fo earneftly 
dcfired j the ftudent waftes away in meditation, and 
the foldier perilhes an the ramparts, but unlefs fome 
accidental advantage co-operates with merit, neither 
perfeverance nor adventure attraft attention, and 
learning and bravery fink into the grave, without 
honour or remembrance. 

But ambition and vanity generally expeft to be 
gratified on eafier terms,^ It has been long obfcrved, 
thai what is procured by fkill or labour to the firft 
poffefTor, may be afterwards transferred for money -, 
and that the man of wealth may partake all the ac* 
quifitions of courage without hazard, and all the pro- 
dufts of induftry without fatigue. It was eafily dif-* 
covered, that riches would obtain praife among 
€ther conveniencies, and that he whofe pride was 
tinluckily affociated with lazinefs, ignorance, or 
cowardice, needed only to pay the hire of a p^negy- 
jrift, and he might be regaled with periodical eulo- 
gies; might determine, at leifure, what virtue or 
fcience he would be pleafcd to appropriate, and be 
lulled in the evening with foothing ferenades, oir 
Waked in th€ nK)rning by fprightly gratulations. 

TU 
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iThe happincfs which mot-tals receive from the cc* 
iebration of beneficence which itever relieved,, elo- 
quence which never perfuaded, or elegance which 
bever pleafed, ought not to be envied or difturbcd, 
when they are known hoheftly to pay for their en- 
tertainment. But there are unmerciful exaftors of 
adulation, wh6 withhold the wag^s of venality j re- 
tain their encomiaft from year to year by general 
promifes and ambiguous blandifliments j and when 
he has run through the whole compafs of flattery, 
difmifs him with contempt^ bccaufc his vein of fic- 
tion is exhaufled.' 

A continual feaft of commendation is only to be 
obtained by merit or by \vealth 5 many are therefore 
obliged to content themfelves with fingle morfels, 
and recorfipence the infrequency of their enjoyment 
by.excefs and riot, whenever fortune fets the banquet 
before them. Hunger is never delicate j they who 
are feldom gorged to the full with praife, may be 
fafely fed with grofs cofnpliments ; for the appetite 
muft be fatisfied before it is difgufted. 

It is eafy to find the moment at which vanity is 
eager for fuftenance, and all that impudence or 
fervility can offer will be well received. When any 
one complains of the want of what he is known to 
pofFefs in an uncommon degree, he certainly waits 
\;7ith impatience to be contradifled. When the 
trader pretend3 anxiety about the payment of his bills, 
or the beauty remarks how frightfully Ihe looks, then 
is the lucky moment to talk of riches or of charms, of 
the death of lovers, or the honour of a merchant. 

Others there are yet more open and artlefs, who, 
inftead of fuborning a flatterer, are content to fupply 

X 2 hi$ 
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his place, and, as fomc animals impregnate thcm- 
fclves, fwell with the praifcs which they hear from 
♦their own tongues. R^He is dicitur laudare Jefcy cut 
nemo alius contigit laudator. " It is right," fays Eras- 
mus, " that he, whom no one clfe will, commend, 
•* fliould beftow commendations on himfelf/' Of 
all the fans of vanity, thefe are furely the happieft 
and greateft; for what is greatnefs or happinefs but 
independence on external influences, exemption from 
hope or fear, and the power of fupplying every want 
from the common ftores of nature, which can neither 
be exhaufted nor prohibited ? Such is the wife man o( 
the ftoicks 5 fuch is the divinity of the epicureans j 
and fuch is the flatterer* of himfelf. Every other en* 
joyment malice may defl:roy j every other panegyrick- 
envy may withhold j but no human power can de- 
prive the boafter of his own encomiums. Infamy 
may hif», or contempt may growl, the hirelings of 
the great may follow fortune, and the votaries of 
truth may attend on virtue j but his pleafures ftill 
remain the fame j he can always liften with rapture 
to himfelf, and leave thofe who dare not repofe upon 
their own atteftation, to be elated or deprefled by 
chance, and toil on in the hopelefs talk of fixing ca* 
price, and propitiating malice. 

' This art of happinefs has been Ibng praftifed by 
periodical writers, with little apparent violation of 
\ decency. When we think our excellencies over- 
! looked by the world, or defire to rccal the attention 
lof the publick to foine particular performance, we 
fit down with great compofure and write a letter to 
ourfelvcs. The correfpondent, whofe charader wc 
-affume, always addrcflcs us with the deference due 

. to 
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to a fuperior intelligence ; prppofes his doubts with 
a proper fenfe of his own inability ; offers an objec- 
tion with trembling diifidencc 5 and at laft has no 
odier pretenfions to our notice than his profundity of 
refpeft, and fincerity of admiration, his fubmiflion 
to our didtates, and zeal for our fucceft. To fuch a 
reader, it is impoflible to rcfufc regard, nor can it 
eafily be imagined with how much alacrity we fnatch 
wp the pen which indignation or defpair had con- 
demned to inaftivity, when we find fuch candour 
and judgment yet remaining in the world. 

A letter of this kind I had lately the honour of per- 
ufing, in which, though fome of the periods were ne- 
gligently clofed, and fome expreffions of familiarity 
were ufed, which I thought might teach others to 
addrefs me with too little reverence, I 'was fo much 
delighted with the paflages in which mention wa^ 
made of univerfal learning — unbounded genius — 
foul oi HomeTy Pythagoras^ and P/^/^— folidity of 
thought — accuracy of diftinftion— elegance of com- 
bination — vigour of fancy — ftrength pf reafon — and 
regularity of compofition — that I had once deter- 
mined to lay it before the publick. Three times I 
fent it to the printer, and three times I fetched it 
back. My modefty was on the point of yielding, 
when reflefting that I was about to waftq panegyricks 
on myfelf, which might be more profitably feferved 
for my patron, I locked it up for a better hour, in 
compliance with the farmer's principle, who never 
cats at home what he can carry to the market. 
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Numb. 194. Saturday, Jnnuary 25, 1752. 

^l damnofa fentm jwvat alfay ludit et harts 

BuUatus^ pafVBqui eadem quatit arma fritillof Jur* 

If gaming does an aged fire entice, "^ 

Then my young mafter fwifdy learns the vice, > 

And fhakes in hanging lleeves the little box and dice. 3 

J. Dryden, jun. 

7i the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

THAT vanity which keeps every pian in^* 
portant in his own eyes, inclines me to be- 
lieve that neither you nor your readers have yet for- 
gotten the nanie of Eumathesy who fent you a few 
months ago an account o/ his arrival at Londotiy with 
a young nobleman his pupil. I ihall therefore con- 
tinue my narrative without preface or recapitulation. 
My pupil, in a very fhort time, by his mother's 
countenance and direction, accomplifhed himfelf with 
all thofc (jualifications which conftitute puerile po- 
litenefs. He became in a few days a perfedk mafter 
of his hat, which with a carelefs nicety he could put 
off or on, without any need tp adjuft it by a fecond 
niotion. This was not attained but by frequent con- 
fultations with his dancing-mafter, and conftant prac- 
tice before the glafs, for he had fomc ruftick habits^ 
to overcome \ bur, what will not time and induftry 
perform ? A fortnight more furnifhed him with all 
' " ' '^- thp 
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the airs and forms of familiar and rcfpeftful faluta* 
tion, from the clap on the Ihoulder to the humble 
bow ; he praftifes the ftarc of ftrangencfs, and the 
iinile of condefcenfion, the folemnity of promiifc, an(| 
die gracioufnefs of encouragement, as if he had bcea 
tiurfed at a levee j and proaoun<:es, with no lefs pro- 
priety than his father, the monofyllables of coldnefs, 
.and fonorous periods of relpeftful profeffion. 

He immediately loft the referve and timidity which 
folitude and ftudy are apt to imprefs upon the moft 
courtly genius ; was able to «nter a crowded room 
with airy civility; to meet the glances of a hundred 
'Cyes without perturbation ; and addrefe thofe whom 
lie never faw before with eafe and confidence. In lefs 
•than a month his mother declared her fatisfaftion at 
ihis proficiency by a triumphant obfervatiou, that fhc 
dbclieved nothmg would make kirn blujh^ 

The filence with which I was contented to hear 
any pupil's praifes, gave the lady reafon to fufpeft me 
4iot much delighted with his acquifit'ions i but fhc 
attributed my difcontcnt to the diminution of my in- 
;fluence, and my fears of lofing the patronage of the 
family; and though fhe thinks favourably of my 
learning and morals, fhe confiders me as wholly un- 
acquainted with the oiftomsof the politepart of man- 
kind ; and therefore not qualified to form the man- 
iiers of a young nobleman, or communicate the 
knowledge of the world. This knowledge (he com- 
prifes in the rules of vifiting, the hiftory of tlic prci* 
ient hour, an early intelligence of the change of 
fafhions, an extenfive acquaintance with the names 
and faces of perfons of rank, and a frequent appcar- 
ifncc jin places of refort. 
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All this my pupil pnrfucs with great application. 
He is twice a day in the Mall, whcrd he ftudies the 
drefs of every man fplendid enough to attraft his no- 
tice, and never comes home without fomc obfervatioft 
upon fleevcs, button-holes, and embroidery. At 
his return from the theatre, he can give an account of 
the gallantries, glances, whifpcrs, fmiles, fighs, flirts, 
and blufhes of every box, fo much to his mother's 
fatisfadion, that when I attempted to refume my cha- 
rafttr, by enquiring his opinion of the fentiments and 
didtion of the tragedy, Ihe at once repreffed my cri- 
ticifm, by telling me, that jhc hoped he did not go to 
loje his time in attending to the creatures on the ft age. 

But his acutenefs was mod eminently fignalized ^t 
the mafquerade, where he difcovcred his acquaint- 
ance through their difguifes, with fuch wonderful 
facility, as has afforded the family an inexhauftiblc 
topick of Gonverfation. Every newvifitor is inform- 
ed how one was detcftcd by his gait, and another by 
the fwing of his arms, a third by the tofs of his head, 
and another by his favourite jArafe \ nor can you 
doubt but thefe performances receive their juft ap- 
plaufe, and a genius thus haftening to maturity is 
promoted by every art of cultivation. 

Such have been his endeavours, and fuch his af- 
fiftances, that every trace of literature was foon obli- 
terated. He has changed his language with his drefs, 
and inftea^ of endeavouring at purity or propriety, 
h^\ no other care than to catch the reigning phrafe 
and current exclamatiop, till by copying whatever is 
peculiar in the talk of all thofc whofe birth or for- 
tune entitle them to imitation, he has coUedted every 
falhiOnable bafbarifm of the prefcnt winter, and 

fpcaH^ 
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fpeaks a dialcdt not to be underftood among thofc 
who form their ftyle by poring upon authors. 

To this copioufnefs of ideas, and felicity of 
language, he has joined fuch eagcrnefs to lead 
the converfation, that he is celebrated among the 
ladies as the'prettieft gentleman that the age can 
boaft of, except that Jome who love to talk them- 
felves think him too forward, and others lament 
that, with fo much wit and knowledge, he is not 
taller, 

Hi3 mother liftens to his obfervations with her 
eyes fparkling and her heart beating, and can 
fcarcely contain, in the moft numerous affemblies, 
the expeftations which ihe has formed for his 
future eminence.. Women, by whatever fate, 
always judge ^furdly of the intellefts of boys. 
The vivacity and confidence which attraft female 
admiration, are feldom produced in the early part 
pf life, but by ignorance at lead, if not by ftu- 
pidityi for they proceed not from confidence of 
right, but fearleffnefs of wrong. Whoever has a 
clear apprehenfion, niuft have quick fepfibility, and 
>where he has no fuificient reafon to truft hi§ own 
judgment, will proceed with doubt and caution, 
becaufe he perpetually dread3 the difgrace of error. 
The pain of mifcarriage is naturally proportionate 
to the defire of excellence j and, therefore, till men 
are hardened by long familiarity with reproach, or 
Jiave attained, by frequent ftrugglcs, the art of fup- 
preffing their emotions, diffidence is found the infe-t 
parable ^ociate of underftanding. 

But fo little diftruft has xny pupil of his qwn abji- 
l\iKs^ that hq has for fgrnetirn? profsflfed Iiirpfclf a 

wit. 
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v^it> and tortures his imagination on all occafions 

for burlcfque and jocularity. How he fupports a 

charafter which, perhaps, no man ever aiTumed 

I without repentance, may be eafily conjedured. Wit, 

I you know, is the unexpected copulation of ideas, 

) ihe difcovery of fome occult relation between 

. images in appearance remote from each others an 

cfFufion of wit, therefore, prefuppofes an accumula- 

, 't ion of knowledge J a memory ftored with notions, 

which the imagination may cull out to compofe new 

affcmblages. Whatever may be the native vigour 

of the mind, fhe can never forhi wy combinations 

from few ideas, as many changes can never be rung 

upon a few bells. Accident may indeed foftietimes 

produce a lucky parallel or a ftriking contraft j but 

thefe gifts of chance are not frequent, and he that has 

nothing of his own, and yet condemns himfelf to 

needlefs expemres, muft live upon loans or theft. 

The indulgence which his youth has hitherto ob- 
tained, and the refped which his rank fecures, have 
hitherto fupplied the want of intelleftual qualifica- 
tions ; and he imagines that all admire who applaud, 
and that all who laugh are plealed. He therefore 
returlis every day to the charge with increafe of cou- 
rage, though not of ftrength, and praifes all the tricks 
by which wit is counterfeited. . He lays trains for a 
quibble; he contrives blunder^ for his footman; he 
adapts old ftories to prefent charafters j he miftakes 
the queftion, that he may return a Ijnart anfwer ; he 
anticipates the argument, thathemay plaufibly objeft j 
when he has nothing to reply, he repeats the laft 
words of his antagonift, then fays, " your humble 
^* fcrvant," and concludes with a laugh of triumph. 
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Thefe miftakes I have honeftly attempted to cor- 
reft ^ but, what can be expeftcd from reafon uh- 
fupported by fafhion, fplendour, or authority ? He 
hears me, indeed, or appears to hear me, but i^ 
foon refcued frorri the lefture by more pleafing avo^ 
cations j and fhows, diverfions, aqd carefles, drive 
my precepts from his remembrance. 

He at laft imagines himfelf qualified to enter the 
iRTorld, and has met with adventures in his lirft fally, 
y^hich I fhallj by your paper, communicate to the 



I am, &c, 

EUMATHES. 
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Numb. 195- Tuesday, January 2^^ ^75^* 

> « Ne/^it equo rtulit 

H4erere ingetmrns putr^ 
Venarifue timet ; latere Jo&hr 

Siu Gracojubeas trocbOf 
Seu malis vetitd kgihus ale^ • Hoft* 

Nor knows out youth, of nobleft race. 
To mount the managed fteed, or urge the eljace | 

More fkillM in the mean arts of vice. 
The whirling troque, or law-forbidden dice. Francis^ 



ro the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 
AVOURS of every kind are doubled when 



F 



they are fpeedily conferred. This is particu- 
larly true of the gratification of curiofity : He that 
long delays a ftory, and fufFers his auditor to tor- 
ment himfelf with cxpeftation, will fcldom be able 
to recompenfe the uneafinefs, or equal the hope 
which he fufFers to be raifed. 

For this reafon, I have already fent you the con- 
tinuation of my pupil's hiftory, which, though it 
contains no events very uncommon, may be of ufe 
to young men who arc in too much haftc to truft 
their own prudence, and quit the wingof prote&ion 
before they are able to ftiift for themfclves. 

When he firft fettled in Londtmy he was fo much 
bewildered in the enormous extent of the town, fo 

confounded 
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confounded by Inceflantnoife, and crowds, and huffy> 
and fo terrified by rural narratives of the arts of 
(harpers, the rudenefs of the populace, malignity of 
porters, and treachery of coachmen, that he wa$ 
afraid to go beyond the door without an attendant, 
and imagined his life in danger if he was obliged to 
pafs the ftreets at night in any vehicle but his mo- 
ther's chair. 

He was therefore contented, for a time, that I 
fliould acconipany him in all his excurfions. But his 
fear abated as he grew more familiar with its objefts; 
and the contempt to which his rufticity expofed him 
from fuch of his companions as had accidentally 
known the town longer, obliged him to diflemble his 
remaining terrors. 

His defire of liberty made him now willing ta 
fpare me the trouble of obferving his motions ; but 
knowing how much his ignorance expofed him to 
mifchief, I thought it cruel to abandon him to the 
fortune of the town* We went together every day 
to a cofFee-houfe, where he met wits, heirs, and fops, 
airy, ignorant, and thoughtlefs as himfelf, with whom 
lie had become acquainted at card-tables, and whom 
he confidered as the only beings ta be envied or ad- 
mired. What were their topicks of converfation I 
could never difcover; for fo much was their viva- 
city depreflcd by my intrufivc ferioufnefs, that they 
feldom proceeded beyond the exchange of nods and 
fhrugs, an arch grin, or a broken hint, except when 
they could retire, while I was looking on the papers, 
to a corner of the room, where they feemed to dif*/ 
bprden their imaginations, and commonly vented 
the fupcrfluity of their fprightlinefs in a peal of 

laughter. 
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laughter; When they had tittered themfclves intd 
negligence, I could fometimes overhear a few fylla- 
bles, fuch as,— folemn rafcal ;— academical airs ; — 
fmokc the tutor i — company for gentlemen!— and 
other broken phrafes, by which I did not fuffer my 
quiet to be difturbed, for they never proceeded to 
avowed indignities, but contented themfelves to mur- 
mur in fecret, and, whenever I turned my eye upon 
them, Ihrunk into ftilnefs. 

He was, however, defirous of withdrawing from 
the fubjedtion which he could not venture to break, 
and made a fecret appointment to aflift his compa* 
nions in the perfecution of a play. His footman 
privately procured him a catcal, on which he prac-* 
tifed in a back-garret for two hours in the after-^ 
noon. At, the proper time a chair was called; he 
pretended an engagement at lady Flutter' s, and 
haftened to the place where his critical ^flbciates had 
^ffembled. They hurried away to the theatre, full of 
malignity and denunciations againO: a man whofe 
name they had never heard, and a performance 
which they could not underftand j for they were re- 
folved to judge for themfelves, and would not fuflfer 
the town to be impofed upon by fcribblers. In the 
pit, they exerted themfelves with great fpirit and vi* 
vacity i called out for the tunes of obfcenc fongs^ 
talked loudly at intervals of Sbakejpean and Jobnjon, 
j^ayed on their catcals a fliort prelude of terror, 
clamoured vehemently for the prologue, and clapped 
with great dexterity at the firft entrance of the 
players. 

Two fcenes they heard without attempting inter- 
ruption 5 but being no longer able to reftrain their 
1 impa- 
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impatience, they then began to exert thcmfelves in 
groans and hifles, and plied their catcals with incef- 
fant diligence J fo that they were foon confidered by 
the audience as difturbers of the houfe, andfomewho 
fat near them, either provoked at the obftruftion of 
their entertainment, or defirous to preferve the author 
from the mortification of feeing his hopes deftroyed 
by children, fnatched away their inftruments of cri- 
ticifm, and by the fcafonable vibration of a flick, 
fubdued them inftantaneoufly to decency and filence. 

To exhilarate themfelves after this vexatious de- 
feat, they polled to a tavern, where they recovered 
their alacrity, and after two hours of obftreperous. 
jollity, burft out big with enterprize, and panting for 
fome occafions to fignalize their prowefs. They pro- 
ceeded vigoroufly through two ftreets, and with very 
little oppofition difperfed a rabble of drunkards lefs 
daring than themfelves, then rolled two watchmen in 
the kennel, and broke the windows of a tavern ia 
which the fugitives took flielter. At laft it was de- 
termined to march up to a row of chairs, and demo- 
lilh them for {landing on the pavement ; the chair- 
men formed a line of battle, and blows were exchanged 
for a time with equal courage on both fides. At laft 
the affailants were overpowered, and the chairmen, 
when they knew their captives, brought them home 
by force. 

The young gentleman, next morning, hung his 
head, and was fo much alhamed of his outrages and- 
defcat, that perhaps he might have been checked in 
his firft follies, had not his mother, partly in pity of 
his dejeftion, and partly in approbation of his fpirit, 
relieved him from his perplexity by paying the da- 
mages 
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mages privately^ and difcouraging all anima^^verfion 
and reproof. 

This indulgence could- not wholly prefervc him 
from the remembrance of his difgrace, nor at once 
reftore his confidence and elation. He was for three 
days filent^ modeft, and compliant, and thought him- 
felf neither too wife for inftrudtion, nor too manly 
for rcftraint. But his levity overcame this falutary 
forrow i he began to talk with his former raptures of 
mafquerades, taverns, and frolicks ; bluftered when 
his wig was not combed with exaftnefs ; and threat- 
ened deftruftion to a tailor who had miftaken his di- 
rcftions about the pocket. 

I knew that he was now rifing again above con- 
troul, and that his inflation of fpirits would burft out 
' into fome mifchievous abfurdity. I therefore watched 
him with great attention i but one^ evening, having 
attended his mother at a vifit, he withdrew himfelf, 
unfufpefted, while the company was engaged at cards. 
His vivacity and officioufnefs were foon mifled, and 
his return impatiently expcdted j fupper was delayed, 
and converfation fufpended i every coach that rattled 
through the ftrcet was expedted to bring him, and 
every fervant that entered the room was examined 
concerning his departure. At laft the lady returned 
home, and was with great difficulty preferved from 
fits by fpirits and cordials. The family was dif- 
patched a thoufand ways without fucccfs, and the 
houfe was filled with diftraftion, till, as yfc were de- 
liberating what further meafures to take, he returned 
from a petty gaming-table, with his coat torn, and 
his head broken ; without his fword, fnuflT-box, 
fleeve-buttons, and watcK. 
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Of this lofs or robbery^ he gave little account ; 
but, inftead of finking into his former fhame, en- 
deavoured tofupporthimfclf by furlinefs and afperity, 
" He was not the firft that had played away a few 
*' trifles, and of what ufe were birth and fortune if 
" they would not adoiit fome failles and expences?'* 
His mamma was fo much provoked by the coft of 
this prank, that fhe would neither palliate nor con- 
ceal it; and his father^ after fome threats of ruftica- 
tion which his fondnefs would not fuflTer hnici to exe* 
cute> reduced the allowance of his pocket, that he 
might not be tempted by plenty to profufion. This 
method would have fucceeded in a place where there 
are Tio pandas to folly and extravagance, but was now 
likely to have produced pernicious cohfequcnces ^ 
, for we have difcovered a treaty with a broker, whofe 
daughter he feems difpofcd to marry, on condition 
that he fhall be fupplied with prefent money, for 
which he is to repay thrice the value at the death of 
his father. 

There was now no time to be loft. A domeftick 
confultation was immediately held, and he was 
doomed to pafs two years in the country j but his 
mother, touched with his tears, declared, that fhe 
thought him too much of a man to be any longer 
confined to his book, and he therefore begins his 
travels to-tnorrow under a French governor. 

I am, &c. 

EUMATHES* 

YoL. VII- Y 
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Numb. 196. SArv'BiDAYy Fdruary i, 1752. 

MuliaftruMt anni vimewUi €9mm9dafecmm 

Mmka ntidintis mdimunU ■ ■ HoBr*, 

The bleflings flowing in wkh lifers full ttde^ 

Down with our ebb of li£e decreafing glide. FRANCrsr 

TDAX^ERy in the narrative of his own life, has 

enumerated feveral opinions, which, though he 

thought them evident and inconteftable at his firft 

entrance into the world, tin^ and experience dilpofed 

him to change. 

Whoever reviews the ftatc of his own mind from 
the dawn of manhood to its decline, and confiders 
what he purfued or dreaded, flighted or efteemed at 
different periods of his age, will have.no reafon to 
imagine fuch changes of fentiment peculiar to aay 
ftation or character. Every man, however carele^ 
and inattentive, has convidbion forced upon him ^ the 
leftures of time obtrude themfelves upon the molt 
unwilling or diflipated auditor ; and, by comparing 
our paft with our prefect thoughts, we perceive that 
we have changed bur minds, though perhaps we cao- 
not diicover when the alteration happened^ or i>/ 
what caufes it was produced. 

This revolution of fentittients occafions a perpe- 
tual conteft between the old and young. They who 
imagine themfelves entitled to veneration by the pre-- 
jrogative of longer life, are inclined to treat the no-' 
tionsof thofe whofe condud they fuperintend withTu- 
I fere ill- 
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pcrcilioufnefs and contempt^ for want of confiderlng 
that the future and the pad have different appearances; 
that the difproportion will always be great between 
expectation and enjoyment, between new pofleflion 
and faticty; that the truth of many maxiais of age, 
gives too little pleafure to be allowed till it is felt 5 
and that the miferies of life would be increafod be- 
yond all human power of endurance, if we were ta 
enter the world with the fame opinions as We carry 
from it. 

We naturally indulge thofc ideas that pleafe us* 
Hope will predominate in every mind, till it has been 
fupprefled by frequent difappointments. The youth 
has not yet difcovered how many evils are continu- 
ally hovering about us, and when he is fet free from 
the {hackles of difcipline, looks abroad into the 
world with rapture i he fees an elyfian region open 
before him, fo variegated with beauty, and fo ftbred 
with pleafure, that his care is rather to accumulate 
good, than to (hun evil ; he (lands diftrafted by dif-- 
ferent forms of delight, and has no other doubt> 
than which path to follow of thofe which all lead 
equally to the bowers of liappinefs. 

He who has feen only the fuperficies of life believes 
every thing to be what it appears, and rarely fufpefts 
that external fplendor conceals any latent forrow or 
vexation. He never imagines that there may be 
greatnefs without fafety, affluence withcrtit content^ 
jollity without friendlhip, and folitude without peaccw 
He fancies himfclf permitted to cull the bleffings o£^ 
every condition, and to leave its inconveniencies to 
the idle and the ignorant. He is inclined to believe 
no man miferable but by his own fault, and feldon^ 

Y 2 looks 
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looks with much pity upon failings or mircarriages, 
becaufe he thinks them willingly admitted^ or negli- 
gently incurred. ^ 

It is impoflible, without pity and contempt, to 
hear a youth of generous fentiments and warm ima- 
gination, declaring in the moment of opennefs and 
confidence his deQgns and expectations; becaufe 
long life is poflTible, he confiders it as certain, and 
therefore promifes himfelf all the changes of hap- 
pinefs, and provides gratifications for every defire. 
He is, for a time, to give himfelf wholly, to frolick 
and diverfion, to range the world in fearch of plea- 
fure, to delight every eye, to gain every heart, and 
to be celebrated equally for his pleafing levities and 
folid attainments, his deep refieAions and his fpark- 
ling repartees. He then elevates his views to nobler 
enjoyments, and finds all the fqattered excellencies 
of the female world united in a woman, who prefers 
his addrelfes to wealth and titles.; he is afterwards 
to engage in bufinefs, to diflfipate difficulty, and. 
overpower oppofition; to climb by the mere force of 
merit to fame and greatnefs ; and reward all thofe 
who countenanced his rife, or paid due regard to his 
early excellence. At laft he will retire in peace and 
honour ; contradt his views to domeftick pleafures ; 
form the manners of children like himfelf; obfervc 
how every year expands the beauty of his daughters, 
and how his fons catch ardour from their father's 
hiftory; he will give laws to the neighbourhood; 
didtate axioms to pollerity ; and leave the world an 
example of wifdom and of happinefs. 

With hopes like thefe, he fallies jocund into life ; 
to little purpofe is he told, that the condition of 
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humanity admits no pure and unminglcd happinel^; 
that the exuberant gaiety of youth ends in poverty 
or difcafe j that Jincommon qualifications and con- 
trarieties of excellence, produce envy equally with 
appiaufej that whatever admiration and fondnefs 
may promife him, he mud marry a wife like the 
wives of others, with fome virtues and fomc faults, 
and be as often difgufted by her vices, as delighted 
by her elegance ; that if he adventures into the circle 
of adion, he muft expedt to encounter men as artful, 
as daring/ as refolute as hirhfelf j that of his children, 
fome may be deformed, and others vicious i fome 
may difgrace him by their follies, fome offend him 
by their infolence, and fome exhauft him by their 
profufion. He hears all this with obftinate incre- 
dulity, and wonders by what rnalignity old age is^ 
influenced, that it cannot forbear to fill his ears with 
prediftions of mifery. 

Among other pleafing errors of young minds, is 
the opinion of their own importance. He that has 
not yet remarked, how little attention his contem- 
poraries can fpare from their own affairs, conceives 
all eyes turned upon himfelf, and imagines every 
one that approaches hin> ,to be an enemy or a fol- 
lower, an admirer or a Ipy. He therefore confiders 
his fame as involved in the event of every adion. 
Many of the virtues gndi vices of .youth proceed from 
this quick fenfe of reputation. This it is that gives 
firmnefs and conftancy, fidelity and difintereftedncfs, 
and it is this that kindles refentment for flight in-« 
juries, and diftates all the principles of fanguinary 
bppopr, 
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But as time brings him forwvd into the worlds, 
he foon difcovers that he only fhares fame or re-« 
proach with innumerable partners^; that he is left 
unmarked in the obfcurity of the crpwd; and that 
what he does^i whether good or badj, foon gives way 
to new objeiSts of regard. He then eafily fets himfelf 
free from the anxieties of reputation, and conGders 
praife or cenfure as a tranfient breathy which, while 
he hears it, is pafling away, without any lafting 
mifchief or advantage. 

In youth, it is comnion to mcafure right and 
wroQg by the opinion of the world, and in age to a£t 
without any meaiure but intereft, and to lofe fhama 
without fybftituting virtue. 

Such is the condition of life, that fomething i$ 
always wanting to happinefs. In youth we have warm 
hopes, which are foon blafted by ralhnefs and negli- 
gence, and great defigns which are defeated by in- 
experience. Jn age we have knowledge and pru^* 
dence without fpirit to exert, or motives to prompt 
them I we are able to plan fchemes, and regulate 
meafuresi but have not ti^mc r^matiqing tQ bring 
^em to complcticjnt 
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Numb. 197. Tuesday, February ji^ ^7S^» 

Cujus wukuris i^c trii €mda*ver / Mart^ 

Say, to what vulture's (hare this carcafe falls I F. Lewi^ 

To the RAMBLER, 
S I R, 

I BELONG to an order of mankind, confidcr- 
ablc at leaft, for their number, to which your 
notice has never been "formally extended, though 
equally entitled to regard with thofe triflers, whoi 
have hitherto fupplied you with topicks of amufe- 
ment or inftruftibn. I am, Mr. Rambler^ a legacy- 
hunter j ^nd as every man is willing to think well 
of the tribe in which his name is regiftered, you will 
forgive my. vanity if I remind you that the legacy- 
hunter, however degraded by an ill-compounded 
appellation in our barbarous language, was known, 
as I am told, in ancient Romey by the fonorous titles 
of Captator and ILeredipeta. 

My father was an attorney in the country, who 
married his mafter's daughter in hopes of a for- 
tune which he did not obtain, having been, as he 
afterwards difcovered, chofen by her only becaufe 
flie had no better offer, and was afraid of fervice, 
I was the firft offspring of a marriage thus reci- 
procally fraudulent, aud therefore could not be 
cxpefted to inherit much dignity or generofity, 
knd if I had them not from nature, was not likely 
ever tQ attain thcmj for in the years which I fpent 
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at home, I never heard any rcafon for aftion or for- 
bearance, biit that we fliould gain money or lofc 
it 5 nor was taught any other ftyle of commenda- 
tion, than that Mr. Sneaker is a warm man, Mn 
Gripe has done his bufiinefs, and needs care fbr no- 
body. 

My parents, though otherwife not great philofo^ 
phers, knew the force of early education, and took 
care that the blank of my underftanding |hould be 
filled with impreffions of the value of nioney. My 
mother ufcd, upon all occafions, to inculcate fomc 
falutary axioms, fuch as might incite me to keep what 
J badi and get what I (ould; fhe informed me that 
we were in a world, where all muft catch that catch 
can I and as I grew up, ftored my memory with 
deeper obfervationsj reftrained me from the ufual 
puerile expences, by remarking that many a littlf 
tnadf a niickle; and, when I envied the finery of any 
pf my neighbours, told me, that irag ^sf^s a good^ 
dog, but hoUfaft was a better. 

I was foon fagacious enough to difcover that I 
was not born to great wealth ; and, having heard 
nq other name for happinefs^ was fometimes inclined 
to repine at my condition. But my mother always 
relieved me, by fayjng, that there was money enough 
in the family, that \t was good to be of kin. to means, 
that I had npthing to do but to pleafe my friends^ 
and I m.ight come to hold yp n^y h^a^ Mrith the beft . 
fquire in the country. 

Thefe fplendid expcdlations arpfc from our alii-, 
^nce to three perfons of confiderable fortune. My 
mother's aunt had attended on a lady, who, whe^ 
fhe ^jcd, rewarded her o|ficiQufnefs ^n^ fidelity 
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with a large legacy. My father had two relations, 
of whom one had broken his indentures and run to 
fea, from whence, after an abfence of thirty years, he 
returned with ten thoufand pounds j and the'other 
had lured an heirefs out of a window, who dying of 
her firft child, had left him her eftate, on which he . 
lived without any other care than to collect his rents^ 
and preferve from^oachers that game which he could 
not kiU himfelf, 

Thefe boarders of money were vifited and courted 
by all who had any pretence to approach them, and 
received prefents and compliments from coufins who 
could fcarcely tell the degree of their relation. But 
we had peculiar advantages which encouraged us to 
hope^ that we fhoiild by degrees fupplant our compe- 
titors, My father, by his profcffion, made himfelf 
neceffary in their affairs ; for the failor and the cham- 
bermaid, he inquired out mortgages and fecurities, 
and wrote bonds and contracts s and had endeared 
himfelf to the old woman, who once raljily l^nt aa 
hundred pounds without confulting him, by inform* 
ing her, that her debtor was on the point of bank- 
ruptcy, and polling fo expeditioufly with an execu<r 
tion, that all the other creditors were defrauded. 

To the fquire he was a kind of fteward, and had 
diftinguiflied himfelf in his office by his addrefs in 
raifing the fcnts, his inflexibility in diftreffing the 
tardy tenants, and his acutenefs in fetting the pariQi 
free from burthenfome inhabitants, by fhifting them 
ofFto fome other fettlement, 

Bufincfs made frequent attendance neceffary j trull 
foon produced intimacy ; and fuccefs gave a claim to 
J^iftdnefs s fo that m had opppptunity to praftife all 
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the ?irts of flattery and endearment. My mother, 
who could not fupport the thought of lofing any 
thing, determined, that all their fortunes fliould 
centre in me j and, in the profecution of her fchemes, 
took care to inform me that nothing coft lefs than good 
%tfords, and that it is comfortable to leap into an 
cftate which another has got. 

She trained me by thcfe precepts to the utmoft 
duftility of obedience, and the clofeft attention to 
profit. At an age when other boys arc fporting in 
the fields, or murmuring in the fchool, I was con* 
triving fome new method of paying my court ; in- 
quiring the age of my future benefa&ors -, or con* 
lidering how I fhould employ their legacies. 

If our eagernefs of money could have been fatisfied 
with the poflcffions of any one of my relations, they 
might perhaps have been obtained ; but as it was 
impoflible to be always^ prefent with all three, our 
competitors were bufy to efface any trace of affec- 
tion which we might have left behind; and fincc 
there was not, on any part, fuch fuperiority of merit 
as could enforce a conftant and unfhaken preferenccj 
whoever was the laft that flattered or obliged hadi 
for a time, the afcendant. 

My relations maintained a regular exchange of 
courtefy, took care to mifs no occafion of condo- 
lence or congratulation, and fent prefents at ftated 
times, but had in their hearts not much efleem for 
one another. The feaman looked with contempt 
upon the fquire as a milkfop and a landman, who 
had lived without knowing the points of the com- 
pafs, or feeing any part of the world beyond th? 
county-town i ind whenever they met, would talk 
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of longitude and latitude, and circles and tropicks, ' 
would fcarccly tell him the hour without fome men- 
tion of the horizon and meridian, nor fhew him the 
news without detecting his ignorance of the fituation 
of other countries. 

The fquire confidcred the failor as a rude uncul- 
tivated favage, with little more of human than his 
form, and diyerted himfelf with his ignorance of all 
common objefts and affairs; when he could perfuadc 
him to go into the field, he always expofed him to 
the fportfmen, by fending him to look for game in 
improper places ; and once prevailed upon him to 
be prefent at the races, only that he might fhow the 
gentlemen how a failor fat upon a horfe. 

The old gentlewoman thought herfelf wifer than 
both, for (he lived with no fervant but a maid, and 
faved her money. The others were indeed fufii^ 
ciently frugal ; but the fquire could not live with- 
out dogs and horfes, and the failor never, fuffered the 
day to pafs but over a bowl of punch, to which, asi 
he was not critical in the choice of his company^ 
every man was welcome that could roar out a catch, 
or tell a ftory. 

AH thefe, however, I was to pleafe ; an arduous 
talk ; but what will not youth and avarice under- 
take ? I had an unrcfifting fupplenefs of temper, 
and an unfatiable wifli for riches j I was perpetually 
inftigated by the ambition of my parents, and affifted 
occafionally by their inftrudions. What thefe ad- 
vantages enabled me tp perforni, ihall be told in thp 

ypur?^ &c, 
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Numb. 198. Saturday, February 8, 1752. 

Nilmihi dasviwu, dids f oft fata daturum. 

Si n»M infanist fcis^ Maro^ quid cupiam. . MARt«. 

You've told mc, Maro^ whilft you Kvc, 

You'd not a fingle penny give. 

But that whene'er you chance to die. 

You'd leave a handfomeylegacy : 

You muft be mad beyond redrefs. 

If my next wi(h you cannot guefs. F. Lewis* 

1:0 the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

YOU, who muft have obfervcd the inclination 
which almoft every man, however unaftive or 
inQgnificant, difcovers of reprefenting his life as dif- 
tinguilhed by extraordinary events, will not wonder 
that Captator thinks his narrative important enough 
to be continued. Nothing is more common than for 
thofe to teafe their companions with their hlftory, 
who have neither done nor fuffered any thing that 
can excite curiofltv, or afford inftruftion. 

As I was taught to flatter with the firft effays of 
fpeech, and had very early loft every other paffion in 
the defirc of money, I began my purfuit with omens 
of fuccefsj for I divided my officioufnefs fo judl- 
fioufly among my relations, that I was equally the 
favourite of all. When ^rw of them entered the 
door, I went to welcome him with raptures; when 
he went away, I hung down my head, and fometimes 
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intrcatcd to go with him with fo much importunity, 
that I very narrowly efcapcd a confent which I dreaded 
in my heart. When at ian annual entertainment they 
^ere all together, I had a harder talk ; but plied them; 
fo impartially with careffes, that none could charge 
me with neglcdt ; and whpn they were wearied with 
my fondnefs and civilities, I was always difmifled 
with money to buy playthings. 

Life cannot be kept at a ftand j the years of in- 
nocence and prattle were foon at an end, and other 
qualifications were neceffary to recommend me to 
continuance of kindnefs. It luckily happened that 
none of my friends had high notions of book-leara- 
iflg. The failpr hated to fee tall boys fhut up in a 
fchool, when they might more properly be feeing 
the world, and making their fortunes; and was of 
opinion, that when the firft rules of arithmetick were 
known, all that wa^ necefiary to make a man cool-* 
plete might be learned on fhip-board. The fquirc 
only infilled, that fo much fcholarlhip was indifpen- 
fdbly necelTary, as might confer ability to draw a 
leafe and read the court-hands'; and the old cham^ 
bermaid declared loudly her contempt of books, and^ 
her opinion that they only took the head olF the main 
chance. 

To unite, as well as We could, all their fyftems, 
I was bred at home. Each was taught to believe, 
that I followed his diredions, and I gained like- 
wife, as my mother obferved, this advantage, that I 
was always in the way; for Ihe had known many 
favoiirite children fent to fchools or academics, and 
forgotten. 

As 
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As I grew fitter to be trufted to my own dif- 
eretion, I was often difpatched upon various pre-^ 
tentes to vific my i-elations, with direftions from 
my parents how to ingratiate myfelf, and drive away 
competitors. 

I was, from my infancy, confidered by the failor 
as a promifing genius, becaufe I liked punch better 
than wine j and I took care to improve this prepof- 
ieflion by continual enquiries about the art of navi- 
gation, the degree of heat and cold in different 
climates, the profits of trade, and the dangers of 
fhipwreck. I admired the courage of the feamen, 
and gained his heart by importuning him for a re- 
cital of his adventures, and a fight of his foreign 
curiofities. I liftened with an appearance of clofe 
attention to ftories which I could already repeat, and 
at the clofe never failed to exprefs my refolution to 
vifit diftant countries, and my contempt of the 
cowards and drones that fpend all their lives in their 
native parifh ; though I had in reality no defire of 
any thing but money, nor ever felt the ftimulations 
of curiofity or ardour of adventure, but would con- 
tentedly have pafled the years of Nefior in receiving 
rents, and lending upon mortgages* 

The fquire I was able to pleafe with Icfs hypo- 
crify, for I really thought it pleafant enough to kill 
the game and eat it. Some arts of falfehood, how- 
ever, the hunger of goli perfuadcd me to pra^ife,* by 
which, though no other mifchicf was produced, the 
purity of my thoughts was vitiated, and the reve- 
rence for truth gradually deftroyed. I fometimes 
purchafcd fiih, and pretended to have caught them ; 
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I hired the countrymen to fliew me partridges, and 
then gave my uncle intelligence of their haunt j I 
learned the feats of hares at night; and difcovered 
them in the morning with fagacity that raifed the 
wonder and envy of old Iportfmen. One only ob* 
(Irudion to the advancement of my reputation I could 
never fully furmount ; I was naturally a coward, and 
was therefore always left Ihamefully behind, when 
there was a neccffity to leap a hedge, to fwim a river, 
or force the horfes to their utmofl: fpeed ; but as thefe 
exigencies did not frequently happen, I maintained 
my honour with fufficient fuccefs, and was never left 
out of a hunting party. 

The old chambermaid was not fo certainly, nor fo 
eafily pleafed, for ihe bad no predominant paflion 
but avarice, and was therefore cold and inacceflible* 
She had no conception of any virtue in a young man 
but that of faving his money. When fhe heard of 
my exploits in the field, (he would ihake her head^ 
inquire how much I ihould be the richer for all my 
performances, and lament that fuch fums (hould be 
ipent upon dogs and horfes. If the failor told her 
of my inclination to travel, fhe was fure there was no 
pla(:e like Etiglandy and could not imagine why any 
man that can live in his own country ihould leave it. 
This fuUen and frigid being I found means however 
to propitiate by frequent commendations of fruga* 
lity, and perpetual care to avoid expence. 

From the failor was our firft and moft confiderable 
expectation; for he was richer than the chamber- 
maid, and older than the fquire. He was fo awk- 
ward and baflxful among women, that we concluded 
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him fccurc from matrimony ; and the noify fondnefs 
with which he ufed to welcome me to his houfe, made 
us imagine that he would look out for no other heir, 
and that we had nothing to do but wait patiently for 
his death. ^ But in the midft of our triumph, my 
uncle falutcd us one morning with a cry gf tranfport^ 
arid clapping his hand hard on my (houlder, told 
me, I was a happy fellow to have a friend like him 
in the world, for he came to fit me out for a voyage 
with one of his old acquaintances. I turned pale 
and trembled; my father told him, that he believed 
my conftitution not fitted to the fea i and my mother 
burfting into tears, cried out, that her heart would 
break if (he loft me. All this had no effeft j the 
failor was wholly infufceptive of the fofter pafljons, 
and, without regard to tears or arguments, perfifted 
in his refolution to make me a man« 

We were obliged to comply in appearance, and 
preparations were accordingly made. I took leave 
of my friends with great alacrity, proclaimed the be- 
neficence of my uncle with the higheft ftrains of grar 
titude, and rejoiced. at the opportunity now put into 
my hands of gratifying my thirft of knowledge. But 
a week before the day appointed for rhy departure - 
I fell fick by my mother's direftion, and refufed all 
food but what fhe privately brought nae j whenever 
my uncle vifited me I was lethargick or delirious, 
but took care in my raving fits to talk inceflantly of 
travel and merchandize. The room was kept dark; 
the table was filled with vials and gallipots; my 
mother was with difiiculty perfuaded not to endanger 
her life witji nocturnal attendance ; my father lament- 
ed 
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ed the lofs of the profits of the voyage; and fuchi 
fuperfluity of artifices was employed, as perhap$ 
might have difcovered the cheat to a man of pc-* 
netration. But the failor, unacquainted with fub^ 
tilties and ftratagems^ was eafily deluded ; and as 
the Ihip could not ftay for my recovery, fold the 
cargo, and left me to re-eftablilh my health at 
leifure; * 

I was fent to regain my flefh in a purer air, left it 
fliould appear never to have been wafted, and in two 
months returned to deplore my difappointment. My 
uncle pitied my dejeftion, and bid me prepare myfelf 
againft next year,, for no land lubber ftiould touch 
his money. * 

A reprieve however was obtained, and perhaps 
fome new ftratagem might have fucceeded another 
ipring ; but my uncle unhappily made amorous ad- 
vances to my mother's maid, who, to promote fo 
advantageous a match, difcovered the fecret with 
which only Ihe had been intrufted. He ftormed, 
and raved, and declaring that he would have heirs 
of his own, and not give his fubftance to cheats and 
cowards, married the girl in two days, and has now 
four children. 

Cowardice !s always fcorned, and deceit univer- 
fally detefted. I found my friends, if not wholly 
alienated, at leaft cooled in their afFeftion; the 
fquire, though he did not wholly difcard me, was 
lefs fond, and often ei>quired when I would go 
to fea. I was obliged to bear his infults, an4 
endeavoured to rekindle his kindnefs by affiduity 
ivnd refpeft; but all my care was vains he died 

Yql, YII, Z without 
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yrithout a willj and the eftate devolved to the legal 
heir. 

Thus has the folly of my parents condemned 
me to fpend in flattery and attendance thofe years 
in which I might have been qualified to place my- 
felf above hope or fear. I am arrived at man- 
hood without any ufeful art or generous fentimentj 
and, if the old woman Ihould likewife at laft 
deceive me, am in danger at once of beggary and 
Jgnqrvic?, 

J am, 6?r. 

CAPTATOR. 
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Numb, 159* Tv esd ay ^ February n, 1752* 

Dttolory chfiuniSf *vilu, non illi refexam 

Ce/ariem regum, nee catulida *virginis ornat 

Colla^ nee injigni fflendet per eimgula morfu ; 

Sed winHtfi nigri nfideeis miraculafaxi^ 

Tune/uperat pulcbros eulfus, £ff quicquid Eoit 

India Uttorihus rubra fcrutatur in alga, ClaudiAKUS* 

Obfcure, unpris'd, and dark, the magnet lies. 

Nor lures the fearch of avaricious eyes, 

Nor binds the neck, nor fparkles in the hair. 

Nor dignifies the great, nor decks the fair. 

But fearch the wonders of the dufky ftone. 

And own all glories of the mine outdone. 

Each grace of form^ each ornament of ftatCt ■ 

That decks the fair, or dignifies the great. 

1:0 the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

THOUGH you have feldom digreffcd from 
moral fubjcfts, I fuppofe you are not fo ri- 
gorous or cynical as to deny the value or ufefulnefs 
of natural philofophy j or to have lived in this age 
of inquiry and experiment, without any attention to 
the wonders every day produced by the pokers of 
magnetifm and the wheels of ele<5bricity. At Icaft, 
I may be allowed to hope that, fince nothing is more 
contrary to rnoral excellence than envy, you will not 
refufe to promote the happinefs of others, merely be- 
<:aufe you cannot partake of their enjoyments. 

Z 2 la. 
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In confidence, therefore, that your ignorance has 
not made you an enemy to knowledge, I offer you 
the honour of introducing to the notice of the 
publick, an adept, who having long laboured for 
the benefit of mankind, is not willing, like too 
tnany of his predecefTors, to conceal his fecrets in 
the grave. 

Many have fignalized themfelves by melting their 
cftatcs in crucibles. I was born to no fortune, and 
therefore had only my mind and body to devote to 
knowledge, and the gratitude of pofterity will atteft, 
that neither noind nor body have been fpared. I have 
fat whole weeks without fleep by the fide of an Ithanor, 
to watch the moment of projeftion; I have made the 
firft experiment in nineteen diving engines of new 
conftruftion ; I have fallen eleven times fpeechlefs 
vnder thefhock of eledricity ;' I have twice diflo- 
cated my limbs, ^nd once fradtured my IkuU, in 
effaying to fly; and four times endangered my life 
ty fubmitting to the transfufion of blood. 

In the firft period of my ftudies, I exerted the 
powers of my body more than thofe of my mind, 
and way not without hopes that fame might be pur- 
chafed by afew broken bones without the toil of think- 
ing ; but having been fhattcred by fome violent ex- 
periments, and conftrained to confine myfelf to my 
' books, I pafled fix and thirty years infearching the 
treafures of ancient wifdom, but am at laft amply' 
j-ecompenfed for all my perfeverancc. - 

The curiofity of the prefent race of philofophers 
Jiaving been long fexercifed upon eleftricity, has been 
Jatelv transformed to magnetifm 5 the qualities of the 

Jo^dftQrt^ 
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loadftone have been invcftigated, if not with much 
advantage, yet with great applaufci and as the highcft 
praife of art is to imitate nature, I hope no man will 
think the makers of artificial magnets celebrated ot 
reverenced above their deferts. 

I have for fome time employed myfelf in the famtf 
pradice, but with deeper knowledge and more cx- 
tenfive views. While my contemporaries were 
touching needles and ralfing weights, or bufying 
ihtm'felves with IheHnatlon and variation, I have been 
examining thofe qualities of niagnetifm whichmay bd 
applied to the accommodation and happinefs of com* 
mon life. I have left to inferior uhderftandings the 
care of conducing the failor through the hazards ot 
the ocean, and refer ved to myfelf the more diffilculll 
and ill uftrious province of preferving the connubial 
compadt from violation, and fetting ntiankind free for 
ever from the danger of fuppofititious children, and 
the torments of fruitlefs vigilance and anxious fufpi* 
cion. 

To defraud any man of his due pf aife is unworthy 
^f a philofopher ; I fhall therefore openly confefs^ 
that I owe the firft hint of this ineftimable fecret to 
the Rabbi Abraham Ben Hannafe^ who, in his treatife 
of precious ftones, has left this account of the mag- 
net: KD*DKbNpn> &c. ^* The calamita> or load-' 
" ftone that attrafts iron, produces many bad fanta- 
** Ces in man. Women fly from this ftone. If 
*^ therefore any huiband be difturbed with jealoufy, 
. <^ 4nd fear left his wife converfes with other men^ 
'^ let him lay this ftone upon her while Ihc is afleep* 
" If Ihe be purc^ Ihc will, when Ihe wakes, clafp hei* 
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*' hufband foqdly in her arms ; but if (he be guilty, 
•* fl^c will fall out of bed, and run away." 

When firft I read this wonderful paffage, I could 
not eafily conceive why it had remained hitherto un- 
regarded in fuch a zealous competition for magnetical 
fame. It would furely be unjuft to. fufpeft that any 
of the candidates are ftrangcrs to the name or works 
of Rabbi Abraham^ or to conclude, from a late edift 
of the royal fociety in favour of the Englijh language, 
that philofophy and literature are no longer to a6t in 
concert. Yet, how fbould a quality fo ufcful efcape 
promulgation but by the obfcurity of the language 
in which it was delivered ? Why are footmen and 
chambermaids paid on every fide for keeping fecrets 
which no caution nor cxpence could fecure from the 
all-penetrating magnet ? Or, why are fo many wit- 
ncffes fumnioned, and fo many artifices pradtifed, to 
difcover what fo eafy an experiment would infallibly 
reveal? 

Full of this perplexity, I read the lines of Aira^ 
bam to a friend, who advifed me not to expofe my 
life by a mad indulgence of the love of fame ; he 
warned me by the fate of Orpheus y that knowledge * 
or genius could give no protection to the invader of 
female prerogatives; aflured me that neither the 
armour of Achilles^ nor the antidote of Mifhridares, 
would be able to prefcrve me; and counfelled me, if 
I could not live without renown, to attempt the acqui- 
fitionof univerfal empire, in which the honour would 
perhaps be equal, and the danger certainly be lefs. 

I, a folitary ftudent, pretend not to much know- 
ledge of the world, but am unwilling to think it fo 
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generally corrupt, as that afchemc for the detcftion 
of incontinence fhould bring any dangerupon its in- 
ventor. My friend has indeed told me, that all the 
women will be my enemies, and that however I flatted 
myfelf with hopes of defence frbm the men, I fhall cer- 
tainly find myfelf deferted in the hour of danger. Of 
the young men, faid he, fome will be afraid of fharing 
the difgrace of their mothers, and fome the danger' 
of their miftreifes i of thofe who arc married, part 
are already convinced of the falfehood of their wives> 
and part Ihut their eyes to avoid conviftion ^ few ever 
fought for virtue in marriage, and therefore few will 
try whether they have found it. Almoft every man 
is carelefs or timorous,, and to truft is eafier and fafer . 
than to examine. 

Thefe obfervations difcouraged me, till 1 began to 
confider what reception I was likely to find among • 
the ladies, whom I have reviewed under the three 
claiTes of maids, wives, and widows, and cannot but 
hope that I may obtain fome countenance among 
them. The finglc ladies I fuppofe univerfally ready 
to patronize my method, by^hich connubial wicked-* 
ncfs may be detefted, fince nd woman marries with a 
previous defign to be unfaithful to her hufband. And 
to keep them fteady in my caufe, I promlfe never to 
fell one of my magnets to a man who fte^ls a girl from 
fchool ; marries a woman forty years younger than 
himfelf ; or employs the authority of parents to ob* 
tain a wife without her own confent* 

Among the married ladies, notwithftanding the 
infinuations of (lander, I yet refolve to believe, that 
the greater part are my friends, and am at lealt con- 
vinced, that they who demand the tcft, and appear on * 
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roy fide, will fupply, by their fpirit, the deficiency of 
their numbers, and that their enemies will fhrink 
and quake at the fight of a magnet, as the flavcs of 
Scylbia fled from the fcourge. 

The widows will be confederated in my favour by 
their curiofity, if not by their virtue j for it may be 
obferved, that women who have outlived their huf- 
bands, always think themfelves entitled to fuperin- 
tend the condudfc of young wives -, and as they are 
themfelves in no danger from this magnetick trial, I 
Ihall expeft them to be eminently and unanimoufl/ 
zealous in recommending it. 

With thefe hopes I (hall, in a ftiort time, offer 
to fale magnets armed with a particular metdlick 
compofition, which concentrates their virtue, and 
determines their agency. It is known that the effi- 
cacy of the magnet, in common operations, depends 
much upon its armature, and it cannot be imagined^ 
that a ftone, naked or cafed'only in the common 
manner, will difcovcr the virtues afcribcd to it by 
Rabbi Abraham. The fecret of this metal I Ihall 
carefully conceal, and, therefore, am not afraid of 
imitators, nor ihall trouble the offices with folicita* 
tion for a patent. 

. I Ihall fell them of different fizcs, and various de- 
grees of ftrength. I have fome of a bulk proper to 
be hung at the bed's head, as fcare-crows, and fome 
io fmall that they may be eafily concealed. Some I 
have ground into oval forms to be hung at watches 1 
and fome, for the cijrious, I have fet in wedding- 
l-ings, that ladies may never want an atteftation of 
their innocence. Some 1 can produce fo fluggilh and 
inert; that they will not ad before the third failure ; 
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9nd others fo vigorous and animated, that they exert 
their influence againft unlawful wifhes, if they have 
been willingly and deliberately indulged. As it is 
my praftice honeftly to tell my cuftomers the pro- 
perties of my magnets, I can judge by their choice 
of the delicacy of their fentimcnts. Many have been 
content to fparc coft by purchafing only the loweft 
degree of efficacy, and all have ftarted with terror 
from thofe which operate upon the thoughts. One 
young lady only fitted on a ring of the ftrongeft 
energy, and declared that (he fcorned to feparate her 
wifties from her a£ls, or allow herfclf to think what; 
ihe was forbidden to pra&ife. 

I am^ &c* 

HERMETICUS, 
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Numb* 200. Saturday, February 15, 1752* 

Ktmo petit madicis ^ar#r mittebantur amicit ^ 

A Seneca^ qua Pi/o bonus, qu^e Cotta/oUbai 

hajrgiriy nempe it titulis etfa/cibus oUm 

Major habebatur donandi gloria ; folum 

Fofcimus tu canes €i*viliter ; hoc face, et efto 

EfiOf etnuncmmlti, dives tibi^ fanferetmicis^ JuVi^ 

No man expe£ls (for who fo much a lot 
Who has the times he lives in ib forgot ?) 
What Seneea^ what Fifo us*d to fendj 
To raife or to fupport a inking friend. 
Thofe godlike men, to wanting virtue kind. 
Bounty well plac'd, preferr'd^ and well defign'd. 
To all their titles, all that height of pow'r. 
Which turns, the brains of fools, and fools alone adore» 
When your poor client is condemned t' attend^ 
' Tis all we afk, receive him as a friend : 
iDefcend to this, and then we afk no more ; 
Sich to yourfelf, to all befide be poor. Bowles. 

ro the RAMBLER. 

Mr. Rambler/ 

SUCH is the tenderncfs or infirmity of many 
minds, that when any afflidion opprefles them, 
they have immediate recourfe to lamentation and 
complaint, which, though it can only be allowed 
reafonablc when evils admit of remedy, and then only 
when addreffed to thofe from whom the remedy is 
cxpefted, yet feems even in hopelefs and incurable^ 
diftreffes to be natural, fince thofe by whom it is not 
indulged, imagine that they give a proof of extraor- 
dinary fortitude by fupprefling it, 
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I am one of thofewho, with the Sancho of Cer^ 
vantes, leave to higher charafters the merit of fufFer— 
ing in filence, and' give vent without fcruple to any 
forrow that fwells in my heart. It is therefore to me- 
a fevere aggravation of a calamity, when it is fuch as 
in the common opinion will not juftify the acerbity 
of exclamation, or fupport the folemnity of vocal 
grief. Yet many pains are incident to a man of de- 
licacy, which the unfeeling world cannot be per- 
fuaded to pity, and which, when they are fcparated 
from their peculiar and perfonal circumftances, will 
never be confidcred as important enough to claim 
attention, or deferve redrefs. 

Of this kind will appear to grofs and vulgar ap- 
prehcnGons, the miferies which I endured in a morn- , 
ing vifit to Pro/perOy a man lately raifed to wealth by 
a lucky projeft, and too much intoxicated by fudden 
elevation, or too little polilhed by thought and con- 
verfation, to enjoy his prefent fortune with elegance . 
and decency. 

We fet out in the world together j and for a long 
'time mutually affifted each other in our exigencies, 
as either happened to have money or influence be- - 
yond his immediate neceffities. You know that 
nothing generally endears men fo much as participa- 
tion of dangers and misfortunes j I therefore always 
. confidered Pro/pero as united with me in the ftrongeft 
league of kindnefs, and imagined that our friendlhip 
was Qnly to be broken by. the hand of death. I felt > 
at his fudden fhoot of fuccefs an honefi and difinte- 
refted joy ; but as I want no part of his fuperfluitics, 
am not billing to defcend from that equality in 
which we hitherto have lived. 

Our 
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Our intimacy was regarded by me as a difpenfa^ 
tion from ceremonial vifits ; and it was fo long be- 
fore I faw him at his new houfe, that he gently com* 
plained of my negleft, and obliged me to come on a 
day appointed. I kept my promife, but found that 
the impatience of my friend arofe not from any defire 
to communicate his happinefs, but to enjoy his fupe- 
riority. 

When I told niy name at the door, the footman 
went to fee if his mafter was at home, and, by the 
tardinefs of his return, gave me reafon to fufpcd that 
time was taken to deliberate. Ke then informed me, 
that Profpero defired my company, and fliowed -the 
ftaircafe carefully fecured by mats from the pollution 
of my feet. The bcft apartments were oftentatioufly 
fct open, that I might have a diftant view of the mag- 
nificence which I was not permitted to approach ; 
and my old friend receiving me with all the infolencc 
of condefcenfion at the top of the ftairs, conduced 
me to a back room, where he told me he always 
breakfafted when he had not great company. 

On the floor where we fat, lay a carpet covered 
with a cloth, of which Profpero ordered his fervantto 
lift up a corner, that I might contemplate the bright^ 
nefs of the colours, and the elegance of the texture, 
and afked me whether I had ever feen any thing fo 
fine before ? I did not gratify his folly with any out- 
cries of admiration, but coldly bad the footman let 
down the cloth. 

We then fat down, and I began to hope that pride 
was glutted with perfecution, when Profpeta defired 
that I would give the fervant leave to adjuft the cover 
of my chair, which was flipt a little afide to fliow the 
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damafk; he informed me that he had befpoke ordi- 
nary chairs for common ufe, but had been difap- 
pointed by his tradefman. I putthe.chair afide with 
my foot, and drew another fo haftily, that I was en- 
treated not to rumple the carpet. 

Breakfaft was at laft fet, and as I was not willing 
to indulge the peevilhnefs that began to feize me, I 
commended the tea ; Projpero then told me, that an- 
other time I fhould tafte his fineft fort, but that he 
had only a very fmall quantity remaining, and re- 
ferved it for thofe whom he thought himfelf obliged 
to treat with particular refped. 

Wliile we were converfing upon fuch fubjefts a) 
imagination happened to fugged, he frequently "di- 
greffed into direftions to the fervant that waited, 
or made a flight enquiry after the jeweller or filver-r ' 
fmith; and once, as I was purfuing an argument 
with fome degree of earneftnefs, he flarted fronr^ his 
pofture of attention, and ordered, that if lord I^pfty 
called on him that morning, hefliould be (hewn into 
the beft parlour. 

My patience was not yet wholly fqbdued. I was 
willing to promote his fatisfaiStion, and therefore ob- 
ferved, that the figures on the china were eminently 
pretty. Profpero had now an opportunity of calling 
for his Drefden china, which, fays he, I always afTo- 
ciate with my chafed tea-kettle. The cups were 
brought ; I once refolvcd not to have looked upon 
them, but my curiofity prevailed. When I had ex- 
amined them a little, Profpero defired me to fet them 
down, for they who were accuftomed only to com- 
fnon difties, feldom handled china with much care. 
Yqu will^ . I hope, commend mv philofophy, when 
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I tell you that I did not dafh Eis baubles to the 
ground. 

He was now fo much elevated with his own great- 
nefs, that he thought fome humility ncceffary to avert 
the glance of envy, and therefore told me, with an air 
of foft compofure, that I was not to cftimate life by 
external appearance, that all thefe Ihining acquifi- 
tions had added little to his happinefs, that he ftill 
remembered with pleafure the days in which he and 
I were upon the level, and had often, in the moment 
of refleftion, been doubtful, whether he fliould lofe 
much by changing his condition for mine. 

I began now to be afraid left his pride fhould, by 
filence and fubmiffion,.be emboldened to infults that 
could not eafily be borne, and therefore coolly con- 
fidered, how I Ihould reprefs it without fuch bitter- 
ncfs of reproof as I was yet unwilling to ufe. But he 
interrupted my meditation, by afking leave to be 
dreffed, and told me, that he had promifed to attend 
fome ladies in the park, ^nd, if I was going the fame 
way, would take me in his chariot. I had no incli- 
nation to any other favours, and therefore left him 
without any intention of feeing him again, unlefs fome 
misfortune fliould reflore his underftanding. 

I am, &c. 

4SPER. 

Though I am not wholly infenfible of the provo- 
' cations which my correfpondent has received, J can- 
not altogether commend the keennefs of his refent- 
mcnt, nor encourage him to perfift in his refolution 
of breaking off all commerce with his old acquaint- 
h »Qce, 
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ancc. One of the golden precepts of Pythagoras di- 
re6ts, that a friend Jhould not be hated for little faults 5 
and furely he, upon whom nothing worfe can be 
charged, than that he mats his flairs, and covers his 
carpet, and fets out his finery to fhow before thofe 
whom he does not admit to ufe it, has yet committed 
nothing that fhould exclude him from common de- 
grees of kindnefs. Such improprieties often pro* 
ceed rather from ftupidity than malice. Thofe who 
thus fhine only to dazzle, are influenced merely by 
cuftom and example, and neither examine, nor arc 
qualified to examine, the motives of their own prac- 
tice, or to ftate the nice limits between elegance and 
oftentation. They are often innocent of the pain 
which their vanity produces, and infult others when 
they have no worfe purpofe than to pleafe them- 
felves. 

He that too much refines his delicacy wiH alwa:ys 
endanger his quiet. Of thofe with whom nature and 
virtue oblige us to converfe, fome are ignorant of the 
arts of pleafmg, and offend when they defign to' ca-v 
refs; fome are negligent, and gratify themfelves 
without regard to the quiet of another ^ fome, per- 
haps, are malicious, and feel no greater fatisfadtion 
in profperity, than that of raifing envy and trampling 
inferiority. But whatever be the motive of infult, 
]t is always befl to overlook it, for folly fcarcely car; 
deferve refcntment, and malice is punifhed by nc^ 
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Numb. 2oi# Tuesday, February x8, i752. 

■ SomSmj baberi 

Pr9miffiqM€ ttnax di&is foQifpti menrh ^ 

Agnofcn prociTim. Jur. 

Convince the world that you're devout and true \ 

Be juft in all you fay, and all you do ; 

Whatever be your birth, you're fure to be 

A peer of the firft magnitude to me# SxEPSir, 

M^OTLE has obferved, that the cxccUcnty of ma- 
nufaAures^ and the facility of labour^ would be 
much promoted^ if the various expedients and con* 
trivances which lie concealed in private hands, were 
by reciprocal communications made generally known ; 
for there are few operations that are not performed 
by one or other with fome peculiar advantages^ 
which though fingly of little importance, would by 
conjunftion and concurrence open new inlets to 
knowledge, and give new powers to diligence. 

There are, in like manner, feveral moral excellent 
cies diftributed among the different claffes of a com* 
munity. It was faid by Cigacius^ that he never read 
more than one book, by which he was not inftrudted; 
^nd he that fhall enquire after virtue with ardour and 
attention, will feldom find a man by whofe example 
or fentiments he may not be improved. 

Every profeflion has fome effential and appropri- 
ate virtue, without which there can be no hope of 
hoAQui; or fuccefs^ ^nd which;^ as it is more or \th 
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cultivated, confers within its fpherc of aftivity dif-- 
fcrent degrees of merit and reputation. As the 
aftrologers range the fubAivifions of mankind under 
the planets which they fuppofe to influence their* 
: lives, the moralift may diftribute them according to 
the virtues which they neceflarily pradfeife, and cort-» 
fider them as diftinguifhed by prudence or fortitude, 
diligence or patience. 

So much are the modes of excellence fettled by 
time and place^ that men may be heard boafting in 
one ftreet of that which they would anxioufly con- 
ceal in another. The grounds of fcorn and efteem^ 
the topicks of praife and fatirc, are varied according 
to the feveral virtues or vices which the courfe of life 
has difpofed men to admire or abhor j but he who is 
folicitous for his own improvement, muft not be li- 
mited by local reputation, but feleft from every tribes, 
of mortals their charafteriftical virtues, and conftel- 
late in himfelf the fcattered graces which fhine fingle 
in other men. 

. The chief praife to which a trader afpires Is that 
of punftuality, or an exa6t and rigorous obfervance 
of commercial engagements ; nor is there any vice 
of which he fo much dreads the imputation, as of 
negligence and inftability. This is a quality which 
the intereft of mankind requires to be difFufed 
through all the ranks of life, but which many feem 
to confider as a vulgar and ignfeble virtue, below 
the ambition of greatnefs or attention of wit,, fcarcely 
requifite among men of gaiety and fpirit, and fold 
at its higheil rate when it is facrificed CO a frolick or 
ajeft. 
Vol. yiL A a Every 
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Everyman has daily occafion to remark what vexa- 
tions arife from this privilege of deceiving one ano- 
ther. The aftivc ancf vivacious have fo long dif- 
dained the reftraints of truths that promifes and 
appointments have loft their cogency, and both 
parties negleft their ftipulations, becaufe each con- 
cludes that they will be broken by the other. 

Negligence is firft admitted in fmall affairs, and 
ftrengthened by petty indulgences. He that is not 
yet hardened by cuftom, ventures not on the viola- 
tion of important engagements, but thinks himfelf 
bound by his word in cafes of property or danger, 
though he allows himfelf to forget at what time he 
is to meet ladies in the park, or at what tavern his 
friends aie expecting him. 

This laxity of honour would be more tolerable, 
if it could be reftrained to the play-houfe^ the ball- 
room, or the card-table ; yet even there it is fuf- 
fkiently troublefome, and darkens thofe moments 
with cxpeftation, fufpenfe, and rcfentment, which 
are fet afide for pleafure, and from which we natu- 
rally hope for unmingled enjoyment, and total re- 
laxation. But he that fufFers the Oighteft breach in 
his morality, can fcldom tell whait fhall enter it, or 
how wide it (hall be made j when a paflTage is open, 
the influx of corruption is every moment wearing 
down oppoiition, and by flow degrees delfiges tht 
heart. 

Aliger entered the worW a youth of lively ima- 
gination; extenfive views, and untainted principles. 
His curiofity incited him to^ range from place to 
place> and try all the varieties of converfation ;' bis 
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elegance of addrefs arid fertility of ideas, gained him 
friends wherever he appeared ; or at leaft be found 
the geheral kindnefs of reception always fliown to a 
young nian whofe birth and fortune give him a claim 
to notice, and who has neither by vice or folly de* 
ftroyed his privileges* Aliger was pleafed with this 
general fmile of mankind, and was induftrious to 
preferve it by compliance and officioufnefs, but did 
not fufFer his defire of pleafing to vitiate his inte- 
grity. It was his eftabliflied maxim, that a promife 
is never to be broken ; nor was it without long re- 
luftance that he once fuffered himffelf to be drawn 
away jrom a feftal engagement by the importunity 
of another company. 

rte Ipent the evening, as is ufual, in the rudi- 
ments of vice, in perturbation and imperfed en- 
joyment, and met his difappointed friends in the, 
morning, with confufion and excufes. His compa- 
nions, not accuftomed to fuch fcrupulous anxiety, 
laughed at his uneafmefs, compounded the offence 
for a bottle, gave him courage to break his word, 
again, and again levied the penalty. He ventured 
the fame experiment upon another fociety, and 
found them equally ready to confider it as a venial 
fault, always incident to a man of quicknefs and 
gaiety ; till by» degrees, he began to think himfelf 
at liberty to follow the laft invitation, and was no 
longer fhocked at the turpitude of falfehood. He 
made no difficulty to promife his prefence at dif- 
tant places, and if liftlefihefs happened to creep 
upon him, would fit at home with great tranquil- 
lity, and hay often funk to fleep in a chsiir, while' 
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he held ten tables in continual cxpcftations of his 
entrance. 

It was fo pleafant to live in perpetual vacancy, 
that he foon difmiflcd his attention as an'ufelefs in- 
cumbrance, and refigned himfelf to carclefnefs and 
diflipation, without any regard to the future or the 
part, or any other motive of aftion than the impulfc 
of a fuddcn defire, or the attraftion of immediate 
pleafure* The abfent were immediately forgotten>, 
and the hopes or fears felt by others, had no infltj-- 
cnce upon his conduft. He was in fpeculation 
completely juft, but never kept his promife to a 
creditor; he was benevolent, but always deceived 
thofe friends whom he undertook to patronize or 
affiftj he was prudent, but fuffered his affairs to be 
embarraffed for want of regulating his accounts at 
ftated times. He courted a ypung lady, and when 
the fettlements were drawn, took a ramble into the 
country on the day appointed to fign therq. He 
refolved to travel, and fent his chefts on fliip- 
board, but delayed to follow them till he loft his 
paflage. He was fummoned as an evidence in a 
caufe of great infiportance, and loitered on the way 
till the trial was paft. It is faid, that when, he 
had, with great expence, formed an intereft in a 
borough, his opponent contrived, by fome agents, 
who knew his temper, to lure him away on the day 
of eleftion. 

His benevolence draws him into the commiffion 
of a thoufand crimes, which others lefs kind or 
civil would efcape. His courtefy invites applica- 
tion ', his promifes produce dependancc j he has his 
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pockets filled with petitions, which he intends fonne 
time to deliver and enforce, and his table covered 
with letters of requeft, with which he purpofes to 
comply; but time Hips imperceptibly away, while 
he is either idle or bufy ; his friends lofe their op- 
portunities, and charge upon him their mifcarriages 
and calamities^ 

This charafter, however contemptible, is not pe- 
culiar to Aliger. They whofe aftivity of imagina- 
tion is often flbifting the fcenes of expeftation, are 
frequently fubjeft to fuch Tallies of caprice as make 
all their adions fortuitous, deftroy the value of their 
friendfhip, obftruft the efficacy of their virtues, and 
fet them below the meanefl: of thofe that perfift in 
their refolutions, execute what they, defign, and per- 
form what they have promifcd. 
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Numb. aoa. Saturday, February 32, 1752. 

From no afflnftion is the poor exempt ; 

He thinks each eye furveys him with contempt. 

Unmanly poverty fubdues the hearty 

Cankers each wound, and fharpens evVy dart. F. L£wrs, 

AMONG thofe who have endeavoured to pro- 
mote learning, and redify judgment, it has 
been long cuftomary to complain of the abufe of 
words, which are often admitted to fignify things fo 
different, that, inftead of aflifting the underftanding 
as vehicles of knowledge, they produce error, dif- 
fention, and perplexity, becaufe what is affirmed in 
one fenfe, is received in another.. 

If this ambiguity fometimes embarraffes the moft 
folemn controverfies, and obfcures the demonftra- 
tions of fcience, it may well be cxpefted to infeft 
the pompous periods of declaimers, whofe purpofe 
is often >only to amufe with fallacies, and change the 
colours of truth and falfehood ; or the mufical com- 
pofitions of poets, whofe ftylc is profefledly figure- 
live, and whofe art is imagined to confift in diftort- 
ing words from their original meaning. 

There are few words of which the reader believes 
himfelf better to know the import th^n of poverty ^ 

I yet 
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ytt whoever ftudies ehher the poets or philofophers, 
will find fuch an account of the condition cxprefled 
by that term ^s his experience or obfcrvation wilt 
not e^fily difcover to be true. Inftead of the mcan^ 
nefs, diftrefs, complaint, anxiety, and dependance, 
which have hitherto l)cen combined in his ideas of 
poverty, he will read of contept, innogcnce, and cheer- 
fulnefs, of health and fafety, tranquillity and freedom ; 
qf pleafures not known but to men unencumbered 
with poireffions -, and of fleep that iheds his balfamiclc 
anodynes only on the cottage. Such are the blef- 
fings to be obtained by the refignation of riches, that 
kings might defcend from their thrones, and gene- 
rals retire from a triumph, only to flumber undif- 
(urbed in the elyfium of poverty. 

If thefe authors do not deceive us, nothing caij 
be more abfurd than that perpetual conteft for wealth 
which keeps the world in commotion ; nor any com- 
plaints more juftly cenfured than thofe which proceed 
from want of the gifts of fortune, which we are taught 
by the great mafters of moral wifdom to confider as 
golden Ihackles, by which the wearer is at once dif- 
abled and adorned; as lufcious poifons which may 
for a time pleafe the palate, but foon betray their ma- 
lignity by languor and by pain. 

It is the great privilege of ppverty to be happy 
unenvied, to be healthful without phyfick, and Se- 
cure without a guard i to obtain from the bounty of 
nature, what the great and wealthy are compelled to 
procure by the help of artifts and attendants, of flat- 
terers and fpies. 

But it will be found upon a nearer view, that 

they whp extol the happinefs of poverty, do not 
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piean the fame (late with thofe who deplore its 
miferies. Poets have their imaginations filled with 
ideas of magnificence i and being accuftomed to 
contemplate the downfal of empires, or to contrive 
forms of lamentations for monarchs in diftrefs, rank 
all the claffes of mankind in a ftate of poverty, who 
make no approaches to the dignity of crowns. To 
l>e poor, in the cpick language, is only not to com- 
mand the wealth of nations, nor to have fleets and 
arniies in pay. 

Vanity has perhaps contributed to this impro- 
priety of ftyle. He that wifhes to become a philo- 
fopher at a cheap rate, eafily gratifies his ambition 
by fubmitting to poverty when he does not feel it, 
and by boafting his contempt of riches, when he 
has already more than he enjoys. He who would 
fhow the extent of his views, and grandeur of^his 
conceptions^ or difcover his acquaintance with fplen- 
dor and magnificence, may talk like Cowley of an 
humble ftation and quiet obfcurity, of the paucity 
of nature's wants, and the inconveniencies of fuper- 
fluity, and at lafl:, like him, limit his defires to five 
hundred pounds a year j a fortune indeed not exu- 
berant when we compare it with the expences of 
pride aqd luxury, but to which it little becomes a 
philofopher to aflm the name of poverty, fince no 
man can, with ^jiy propriety, be termed poor, who 
does not fee the greater part of mankind richer than 
himfelf. 

As little is the general condition of human life un- 
derflood by the panegyrifls and hiftorians, who amufe 
us with accounts of the poverty of heroes and fages. 
Riches af e of no value in themfclves, tt^pir ufe is dif- 
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covered only in that which they procure. They arc 
jiot coveted, unlefs by narrow underftandings, which 
confound the means with the end, but fpr the fake of 
power, influence, and cfteem ; or, by fome of lefs 
elevated and refined fentiments, as neceffary to fen- 
fual enjoyment. 

The plcafures of luxury, many have, without un* 
common virtue, been able to defpife, even when afflu- 
ence and idlenefs have concurred to tempt them 5 
and therefore he who feels nothing from indigence 
but the want of gratifications which he could not in 
any other condition make confident with innocence, 
has given no proof of eminent patience. Efteem 
and influence every man defires, but they are equally 
pleafing, and equally valuable, by whatever means 
they are obtained ; ar\d whoever has found the art of 
fecuring them without the help of money, ought, in 
reality, to be accounted rich, fmce he has all that 
richejs can purchafe to a wife man. Clncinnatus^ 
though he lived upon a few acres, cultivated by his 
own hand, was fufficiently removed from all the evils 
generally'comprehended under the name of poverty, 
when his reputation was fueh, that the voice of his 
country called him from his farm to take abfolutc 
command into his hand ; nor was Diogenes much 
mortified by his refidence in a tub, where he was 
honoured with the vifit o£ Alexander the Great.. 

The fame fallacy has conciliated veneration to the 
religious orders. When we behold a man abdicating 
the hope of terreftrial poffeflions, and precluding 
jiimfelf, by an irrevocable vow, from the purfiiit and 
acquifition of all that his fellow- beings confider as 
Wprthy of wilhes and en^c^yours, we arc immediately 
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ftruck with the purity, s^bftra^tion, and ftrmnefs of 
his mind, and regard him as wholly employed in fc- 
curing the interclh of futurity, and devoid of any 
other care than to gain at whatever price the fureft 
pa0age to eternal reft. 

Yet, what can the votary be juftly faid to have 
loft of his prefent happioefs ? If he reQdcs in a con- 
vent, he converfes only with men whpfe condition is 
the faqie with his own ; he has from the munificence 
of the founder all the neceflaries of life, and is fafe 
from that deJiitutioHy which Hooker declares to be 
Juch an impediment to virtue^ as, till it ie remoyedyjuf^ 
fereth not the mind of man to admit any other care. All 
temptations to envy and competition are ihut oyt 
from his retreat j he is not pained with the fight of 
* unattainable dignity, nor infulted with the blufter of 
infolence, or the fmile of forced familiarity. If he 
wanders, abroad, the fandtity of his character amply 
compenfates all other diftinftions, he }s feldom fcen 
but with reverence, nor heard but with fubmiflipn. 

It has been remarked, that death, though- often 
defied in the field, feldom fi^ils to terrify when it ap- 
proaches the bed of ficknefs in its natural horror ; fo 
poverty may eafily be endured, while affociated with 
dignity and reputatioi^, but will always be Ihunned 
and dreaded, when it is ^ccpmpanied with ignominy 
iwi4 contempt. 
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Numb. 203. Tuesday, February 25, 1752, 



Cum 'volet ilia dtes^ qua nil niji corporis hujus 

Jus habit y incirti fpatium mibi finiat a^oi, Ofio* 

Come, fooa or late, death's undetermin'd day. 

This mortal being only can decay. W&lsted, 



IT leems to be the fate of man to feeic all his con- 
folations in futurity, Th(5 time prcfent is feldoni 
able fo fill defire or imaginatiqp with immediate en- 
joyment, and we are forced to fupply its deficiencies 
by recolleftion or anticipation. 

Every one has fo often detected the fallacioufneft 
of hope, and the inconvenience of teaching himfelf tQ 
exped what a thoufand accidents may preclude, th^t^ 
when time has abated the confidence with which 
youth ruflies out to take pofleffion of the world, we 
endeavour, or wilh, to find entertainment in the re- 
view of life, and to repofe upon real fafts, and cer- 
tain experience. This is perhaps one reafon, among 
many, why age delights in narratives. . 

But fo full is the world of calamity, that every 
fource of pleafure is polluted, ahd every retiremenc 
of tranquillity difturbed. When time h^s fqpplied 
us with events fuScient to employ our thoughts, ic 
has mingled them with fo many difafters, that w© 
fhrink from their remembrance, dread their intrufion 
upon our minds, and fly from them as from .eijemic* 
that purfue vis with tof ture, 

Kq 
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No man paft the middle point of life can fit doWh 
to fcaft upon the plcafures of youth without finding 
the banquet imbittered by the cup of forrow 5 he 
may revive lucky accidents, and pleafing extrava- 
gancies J many days of harmlefs frolick, or nights of 
honed feftivity, will perhaps recur ; .or, if he has 
been engaged in fcenes of action, and acquainted 
with affairs of difficulty and viciflitudes of fortune, 
he may enjoy the nobler pleafure of looking back 
upon diftrcfs firmly fupported, dangers refolutely 
Encountered, and oppofition artfully defeated. Mneas 
properly comforts his companions, when after the 
horrors of a ftorm they have landed on an unknown 
and defolate country, with the hope that their mife- 
rics will be at fome drftant time recounted with de- 
light. . There are few higher gratifications than that 
of refleftion on furmounted evil^, when they were not 
incurred nor protraftcd by our fault, and neither re- 
proach us with cowardice, nor guilt. 

But this felicity is almoft always abated by the re- 
fleftion, that they, with whom we fhould be moft 
pleafed to (hare it, are now in the grave. A few 
years make fuch havock in human generations, that 
we foon fee ourfelves deprived of thofe with whom 
we entered the world, and whom the participation of 
pleafures or fatigues had endeared to our remem- 
brance. The man of enterprifc recounts his adven- 
tures and expedients, but is forced, at the clofe of the 
relation, to pay a figh to the names of thofe that con- 
tributed to his fuccefs J he that pafles his life among 
rfie gayer part of mankind, has his remen^brance 
ftored with remarks and- repartees of wits, whofe 
fprightlinefs and m^mmcnt vc now loft in perpetual 
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filence ; the trader, whofe induftry has fuppHcd the 
want of inheritance, repines in folitary plenty at the 
abfencc of companions, with whom he had planned 
out amufements for his latter years ; and the fcholar, 
whofe merit, after a long feries of efforts, raifes him 
from obfcurity, looks round in vain from his exalta- 
tion for his old friends or enemies, whofe applaufc or 
mortification would heighten his triumph. 

Among MartiaVs requifites to happinefs is. Res 
ncn parte labor e^ Jed reliSlay an eftate not gained by 
induftry, but left by inheritance. It is neceflary to 
the completion of every good, that it be timely ob- 
tained ; for whatever comes at the clofe of life, will 
come too late to give muoh delight j yet all human 
happinefs has its defedts. Of what we do not gain 
for ourfelves we have only a faint and imperfect frui- 
tion, becaufe we cannot compare the difference be- 
tween want and pofleffion, or at leaft can derive from 
it no conviftion of pur own abilities, nor any increafc 
of felf-efteem ; what we acquire by bravery or fci- 
cnce, by mental or corporal diligence,, comes at laft 
when we cannot comniunrcate, and therefore cannot 
enjoy it. 

Thus every period of life is obliged to borrow its 
happinefs from the time to come. In youth we have 
nothing paft to entertain us, and in age, we derive 
little from retrofpeft but hopelefs forrow. Yet the 
future likewife has its limits, which the imagination 
dreads to approach, but which we fee to be not far 
diftant. The lofs of our friends and companions 
imprefTe^ hourly upon us the neceffity of our own 
departure : we know that the fchemeii of man are 
quickly at an end, that wemuft foon lie down in the 
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grave with th6 forgotten multitudes of former ages, 
and yield out place to others, who, like us, fhall be 
driven awhile by hope or fear, about the furface of 
the earth, and then like us be loft in the fhadcs of 
death. 

Beyond this termination of our material exiftence, 
we are therefore obliged to extend our hopes -, and 
almoft every man indulges his imagination with 
fomething, which is not to happen till he has changed 
his manner of being : fome amufe themfelves with 
entails and fettlements, provide for the perpetuation 
of families and honours, or contrive to obviate the 
diffipation of the fortunes, which it has been their bu^ 
finefs to accumulate J others, more refined or exalted, 
congratulate their own hearts upon the future extent 
of their reputation, the reverence of diftant nations, 
and the gratitude of unprejudiced pofterity. 

They whofc fouls are fo chained down to coffers 
and tenements, that they cannot conceive a ftate in 
which they fhall look upon them with lefs folicitude, 
are feldom attentive or flexible to arguments ; but 
the votaries of fame are capable of refleftion, and, 
therefore, may be called to reconfider the probability 
of their expcftations. 

Whether to be remembered in remote times be 
worthy of a wife man's wifh, has not yet been fatif- 
fadborily decided j and, indeed, to be long remem- 
bered, can happen to fo fmall a number, that the bulk 
of mankind has very little intereft in the queftion. 
There is never room in the world for more than a 
certain quantity or meafurc of renown. The necef- 
farybufmefs of life, the immediate pleafures or paii^s 
of every condition, leave us no* leifure beyond a fixed 

proportion 
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proportion for contemplations which do not forcibly 
influence our prefent welfare. When this vacuity is 
filled, no charafters can be admitted into the circu- 
lation of fame, but by occupying the place of fomc 
that muft be^thrufl: into oblivion. The eye of the 
raind, like that of the body, can only extend its view 
to new objefts, by lofing fight of thofc which are now 
before it. 

Reputation is therefore a meteor which blazes a 
while and difappears for ever j and if we except a 
few tranfcendent and invincible names, which no 
revolutions of opinion or length of time is able ta 
fupprefs J all thofe that engage our thoughts, or di-^ 
verfify our converfation, are every moment haftingta 
obfcurity, as new favourites arc adopted by fafliion. 

It is not therefore from this world, that any ray of 
comfort can proceed, to cheer the gloom of the laft 
hour. But futurity has ftill its profpefts i there is 
yet happinefs in referve, which, if we transfer our at- 
tention to it, will fupport us in the pains of difeafe, 
and the languor of decay. This happinefs we may 
expeft with confidence, becaufe it is out of the power 
of chance, and may be attained by all that fincerely 
defire and earneftly purfuc it* On this therefore 
every mind ought finally to reft. Hope is the chief 
blcfling of man, and that hope only is rational^ of 
which we are certain that it cannot deceive u&. • 



Digitized by 



Google 



368 THE RAMBLER. N* 204. 



Numb. 204. Saturday, February 29, 1752, 

Nemo tarn Jivoi hahultfa'venUs^ 

Crafiinum ut fojjit Jibi pollUerL • StNECA* 

Of heav'n's protedlion who can be 

So confident to utter this— ? 

To-morrow I will fpend in blifs. F. Lewis. 

VEGEDy lord of Ethiopia, to the inhabitants of 
the world : To the fons of prefumptiony humility 
and fear ; and to the daughters oi JorroWy content 
and ^quiefcence. 

Thus, in the twenty-feventh year of his reign, 
Ipoke Segedy the monarch of forty nations, the dif- 
tributor of the waters of the Nile : " At length, «$>- 
** gedy thy toils are at an end i thou haft reconciled 
«* difaffedlion, thou haft fuppreffcd rebellion, thou 
«* haft pacified the jcaloufies of thy courtiers, thou 
** haft chafed war from thy confines, and erefted 
** fortreflcs in the lands of thy eaemies. All who 
«• have ofil?nded thee, tremble in thy prefence, and 
«^ wherever thy voice is heard, it is obeyed. Thy 
** throne is furroundcd by armies, numerous as the 
<* locufts of the fummer, and refiftlefs as the blafts of 
*' pefti-lence. Thy magazines are ftored with am- 
*' munition, thy treafuries overflow with the tribute 
*^ of conquered kingdoms. Plenty waves upon 
*^ thy fields, and opulence jglitters in thy cities- Thy 
«* nod is as the earthquake that (hakes the moun- 
<^ tains, and thy fmile as the dawn of the vernal day. 

« In 
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*' In thy hand is the ftrength of thoufands, and thy 
** health is the health of millions. Thy palace is 
** gladdened by the fong of praife, and thy path pcr- 
*' fumed by the breath of bcnediftion. Thy fubjefts 
" gaze upon thy greatnefs^ and think of danger or 
'* mifery no more. Why, Seged, wilt hot thou par- 
*' take the bleflings thou bcftoweft ? Why fhouldft 
*' thou only forbear to rejoice in this general felicity ? 
" Why ftiould thy face be clouded with anxiety, when 
" the meaneft of thofe who call thee fovereign, gives 
** the day to feftivity, iand the night to peace ? At 
" length, Segedi reflect and be wife. What is the 
^* gift of conqueft but fafety, why are riches col- 
*' lefted but to purchafe happinefs ?" . 

Seged then ordered the houfe of pleafurc, .built in 
an ifland of the lake of Dambeay to be prepared for his 
reception. " I will retire," fays he, ** for ten days 
** from tumult and care, from counfcls and decrees. 
*^ Long quiet is not the lot of the governors, of na- 
*^ tions, but a ceflation of ten days cannot be denied 
^^ me. This fliort interval of happinefs may fureJy 
^' be fecured from the interruption of fear or per- 
^« plexity, forrow or difappointment. I will exclude 
** all trouble from my abode, and remove, from my 
«^ thoughts whatever may confufe the harcnony of 
** the concert, or abate the fweetnefs of the banquet. 
*' I will fill the whole capacity of my foul with en- 
*' joyment, and try what it is to live without a wifli 
" unfatisfied." 

In a few days the orders were performed, and Seged 
hafted to the palace of Xiambeay which flood in an 
ifland cultivated only for pleafure, planted with every 
flower that fpreads its colours to the fun', and every 

VouVn. Bb flirub 



Digitized by 



Google 



370 THE RAMBLER, N°204.^ 

Ihrub that fheds fragrance in the air. In one part of 
this cxtcnfive garden, were open walks for excurfion^ 
in the mof ning j in another, thick groves, and filcrit 
arbours, and bubbling fountains for repofe at noon; 
All that could folacc the fenfe, or flatter the fancy, 
all that induftry could extort from nature, or wealth 
furnifti to art, all that conqueft could fcize, or bene-* 
ficence attraft, was coUefted together, and every per-* 
ception of delight was excited and gratified. 

Into this delicious region Seged fummoned all the 
pfcrlons of his court, who feemed eminently qualified 
to receive or communicate plea&re. His call was 
readily obeyed ; the young, the fair, the viyacious,* 
and the witty, were all in hafte to be fated with fe- 
licity. They failed jocund over the lake, which 
leemed to fmooth its furface before them: Their 
paffage Vras cheered with mufick, and their hearts 
dilated with expeftation. 

Seged landing here with his band of pleafure, de- 
termined from that hour to break ofi^ all acquaint- 
{tncc with difcoritent, to give his heart for ten dayi 
to eafe and jollity, and then fall back to the com- 
mon ftate of man, and fufFcr his life to be diverfified; 
9S before, with joy and forrow. 

He immediately entered his chamber, to conddrt 
where he fhould begin his circle of happinefs. Ht 
had all the artifts of delight before him, but krie\Hr 
not whom to call, fince he could not enjoy oncj but 
by delaying the performance pf another. He chofe 
|.nd rejefted, he refolved and changed his refolution, 
till his faculties were haraffed, and his thoughts con- 
fufcd.j then returned to the apartment where his pre- 
fence Was expefted, with languid eyes and Gloude4 
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couDtenafice, and fpread the ijaile£tioa of v^^(me{^ 
over die whole affemhly. He obfcrvcd thtir dcpret- 
fion^ and was oflrende4y for he found his vexation in- 
creafc^ by thofe whom he expefted to diffipate and 
relieve it. He retired again to his private chamber, 
and fought for confblation in his own mindi om? 
though; flowed in upon another ; a long fucceffion 
of images feized his attention i tfee moments crept 
imperceptibly away through the gloom of penfive- 
nefs, till having recovered his tranquillity, he lifted 
up his head, and faw the lake brightened by the fet- 
ting fun* " Such," faid Seged fighing, " is the 
*^ longf ft day of human exiftence : Before we have 
*^ learned to ufe it, we find it at an end/' 

The regret which he felt for the lofs of fo great a 
part of his firft day, took from him all difpofition to 
enjoy the evening J and, after having endeavoured, 
for the fake of his attendants, to force an air of gaiety, 
and excite that mirth which he could not fiiare, he 
refolved to refer his hopes to the next morning, and 
lay down to partake with the flaves of labour and 
povertythe bleffifig of fleep. 

He rofc early the fecond morning, and refolved 
now to be happy. He therefore fixed upon the gate 
of the palace an edift, importing, that whoever, dur- 
ing nine days, fhould appear in the pri&fenee of the 
king with dejcfted countenance, or mter any ex- 
preffion of difcontent or forrow, Ihould be driven for 
ever froi'n the palace of Damiea. 

This edi6t was immediately made known in every 
chamber of the court, and bower of the gardens. 
Mirth was frighted away, and they who were before 
dancing in the lawns, or finging in the (hades, wer* 

B b 2 ac 



Digitized by 



Google 



37* THE RAMBLER. N»204. 

at once engaged in the care of regulating their looks, 
that Seged might find his will punctually obeyed, and 
fee none among them liable to banifhment. 

Seged now met every face fettled in a fmile; but 
a fmile that betrayed folicitude, timidity, and con- 
ftraint, H6 accofted his favourites with familiarity 
and foftnefs j but they durft not fpeak without pre* 
meditation, left they (hould be' convifted of difcon- 
tent or forrow. He propofed diverfions, to which no 
objeftion was made, becaufe objeftion would have 
implied uneafmcfs ; but they were regarded with in- 
difference by the courtiers, who had no other defire 
than to fignalize themfelves by clamorous exultation. 
He off*ercd various topicks of converfation, but ob- 
tained only forced jcfts, and laborious laughter, and 
after many attempts to animate his train to confi- 
dence and alacrity, was obliged to confefs to himfelf 
the impotence of command, and refign another day 
to grief and difappointment. 

He at laft relieved his companions from their ter- 
rors, and fhut himfelf up in his chamber to afcertain, 
by different meafures, the felicity of the fucceeding 
days. At length he threw himfelf on the bed, and 
clofed his eyes, but imagined, in his fleep, that hi^ 
palace and gardens were overwhelmed by an inunda^. 
tion, and waked with all the terrors of a mari ftrug- 
gling in the water. He compofcd himfelf again to 
reft, but was affrighted by an imaginary irruption 
into his kingdom, and ftriving, as is ufual in dreams, 
without ability to move, fancied himfelf betrayed tp 
his enemies, and again ft^rtcd up with hprror apd iqr 
4ig|iatiOP» 

It 
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It was now day, and fear was fo ftrongly im- 
prefled on his mind, that he could fleep no more. 
He rofe, but his thoughts were filled with the de- 
luge and invafion, nor was he able to difengage his 
attention, or mingle with vacancy and eafe in any 
amufement. At length his perturbsition gave way to 
reafon^ and he refolved no longer to be haraffed by 
vifionary miferies j but before this refolution could 
be completed, half the day had elapfed : He felt a 
new corividtion of the uncertainty of human fchemes, 
and could not forbear to bewail the weaknefs of that 
being, whofe quiet was to be interrupted by vapours 
of the fancy. Having been firft difturbed by a 
dream, he afterwards grieved that a dream could 
difturb him. He at laft difcovered, that his terrors 
and grief were equally vain, and, that to lofe the 
prefent in lamenting the paft, was voluntarily to pro- 
tradt a melancholy vifion. The third day was now 
declining, and Seged again refolved to be happy on 
the morrow. 
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' Numb. 205. Tuesdav, March 3, 1752, 

' Volat ambiguit 
MobHis alts hord^ nee ulli 
frxfiat nttlox firiuna jiStm. &E««ciU^, 

On fickle v^ings the minutes b^e« 

/ibnd fortune's favours never laft, F. Lewis* 

« 

ON the fourth morning ^e^ed rofc cirly rcfreflicd 
with fleep, vigorous with health, and eager with 
C5Fpe6tation. He entered the garden, attended t)y the 
princes and Udies of his court, and feeing nothing 
abput him but airy cheerfulnefs, began to fay to his 
heart, " This day fhall be ^ day of pieafure/' The 
fun played upon the water, tlie birds warbled in the 

f roves, apd the gales cjuivered among the tyranches. 
le roved from walk to walk as chance direfted 
him, and fometimes liftened to the fongs, fome- 
times mingled with the dancers, fometimes let loofc • 
his imagination in flights of merriment ; and fome- 
times uttered grave refleftions, and fententious 
maxims, and feafted on the admiration with which 
they were received. 

Thus the day rolled on, without any accident of 
vexation, or intrufion of melancholy thoughts* All 
that beheld him caught gladnefs from his looks, and 
the fight of happinefs conferred by himfelf filled his 
heart with fatisfadtioh : But having pafled three hours 
in this harmlefs luxury, he was alarmed on a fudden 
by an univcrfal fcream aimong the women, and turn- 

\ ing 



Digitized 



By Google 



J 



N^aos, THE RAMBLE ft* 375 

iog back, faw the whole affeipbly flying in confu- 
fion. A young crocodile had rifcn out of jthe lake, 
and was ranging the gardicn in wantonnefs or hunger* 
Segfd beheld him with indignation, as a difturber o€ 
his felicity, and chafed him back into the Jake, but 
could not perfuade his retinue to ftay, or free their 
hearts from the terror which had feized upon them* 
The princefles incloied themfelves in the palace, and 
could yet fcarccly believe themfelves in fafety . Every 
jj*t€ntipn w^s fixed uppn the Jatc d^^er an4 icfcape, 
m4 00 optiod was any longer at leifure for gay fallies 
or c^defs prattle*^ 

. SjfgjeJ had now no other iemployment than to con- 
template the innumerable cafualties which lie in am- 
bufh on ev^ry fide to iotcrcept the happinefs of mgn, 
and break in upon the hour of delight and tranquil- 
lity. He had, however, the confgjatipn -of think- 
ing, that he had .not been now difappointcd by hi* 
own fault, and that the accide;nt which had biafted 
f he hppes of the day* might eafily be prevented by 
future caution. 

That he might provide for the pleafure of thp next 
pnorning, he refolved fo repeal his penal edjdl, fince 
he had already found that difcontent and melancholy- 
were not -to be frighted away by the tlireats of autho- 
rity, and that pleafure would only refide where flup 
was exempted from controul. He therefore invited 
nil the companions of his retreat to unbounded plea-^ 
fantry, by propo&ng pri?:es for thqfe who fliould, on 
the following day, diftingudfli themfelves by any fef- 
tive porform.ances I the tables of the antechamber 
,wcc^ covered. with gold and pearls, and rpbes and 
. B b' i^ garlands 
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garlands decreed the rewards of thofe who could re- 
fine elegance or heighten pleafure. 

At this difplay of riches every eye immediately 
fparkied, and every tongue was bufied in celebrating 
the bounty and magnificence of the emperor. But 
when Seged entered, in hopes of uncommon enter- 
tainment from univerfal emulation, he found that any 
paffion too ftrongly agitated, puts an end to that 
tranquillity which is neceffary to mirth, and that the 
rnind, that is to be moved by the gentle ventilations 
of gaiety, muft be firft fmoothcd by a total calm. 
Whatever we ardently wifli to gain, we muft in the 
fame degree be afraid to lofe, and fear and pleafure 
cannot dwell together. 

All was now care and folicitude. Nothing was 
done or fpoken, but with fo vifible an endeaivour at 
perfcftion, as always failed to delight, though it 
fonietimes forced admiration : And Seged could not 
but obferve with forrow, that bis prizes bad more 
influence than himfelf. As the evening approached, 
the conteft grew more earneft, and thofe who were 
forced to allow themfelves excelled, began to difco- 
ver the malignity of defeat, firft by angry glances> 
and at laft by contemptuous murmurs, Seged like- 
wife fhared the anxiety of the day, for confidering 
himfelf as obliged to diftribute with exaft juftice the 
prizes which had been fo zealoufly fought, he durft 
never remit his attention, but pafled his time upon the 
rack of doubt in balancing difi^crent kinds of merit, 
and adjutting the claims of all the competitors. 

At laft, knowing that no exaftnefs could fatisfy 
thofe whofe hopes he fhould difappoint, and thinking 

that 
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that on a day fet apart for happincfs, it would be 
cruel to opprefs any heart with forrow, he declared 
that all had pleafed him alike> and difmiffcd all with 
prcfents of equal value. 

Seged iooTi faw that his caution had not been abU 
to avoid offence. They who had believed theni- 
felves fecure of the higheft prizes, were not pleafed 
to be levelled with the crowd j and though, by the 
liberality of the king, they received more than his, 
promife had intitled them to expcft, they dejparted 
unfatisfied, becaufe they were honoured with no 
diftinftion, and wanted an opportunity to triumph 
in. the mortification of their opponents. ** Behold 
" here," faid Seged ^ " the condition of him who 
*' places his happinefs in the happinefs of others.'* 
He then retired to meditate, and, while the courtiers 
were repining at his diftributions, faw the fifth fun 
go down in difcontent. 

The next dawn renewed his refolution to be 
happy. But having learned how little he could ef-* 
feft by fettled fchemes or preparatory meafures, he 
thought it beft to give up one day entirely to chance, 
and left every one to pleafe and be pleafed his own 
way. 

This relaxation of regularity difFufed a general 
complacence through the whole court, and the 
emperor imagined, that he had at laft found the 
fecret of obtaining an interval of felicity. But as 
he was roving in this carelefs affembly with equal 
carelefnefs, he overheard one of his courtiers in a 
clofe arbour murmuring alone : " What merit has 
*^ Seged above us, that we fhould thus fear and 
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^ cbty himy a man, whom, whateyer h^ ma^ 
<* have formerly performed> his luxury oow Ibews 
^ to . have che fame weakoefs with .our£elires/' 
This charge afFefted him the more, as it was ut- 
ttr«l by poe whom be had iJwayis obferved among 
ttK jnoft iafcjc<a of his fl^tercrs. At 6r|t his iodig- 
Afttioo prompted him to fcvmty; but rcflp<5Ui^, 
that what w^s fpok^a, wjtbopt mmmix to be 
heard* was co ib^ ooofideris^ a^ only jthpught, aod 
W9S prrfaaps bu^ (he QaMm bmlk of »fual aod tern* 
porary ycxa«ioji, he ioywit^d fomc deceit prietence 
to fend him iwr^y, that hi^ retreat might j^t be 
taint^ with .due breath of envy, aad after the iStrgggle 
of delibcratioa wa% paft, find all defire of revenge ut- 
tcriy fuppreflfid, p^d the ^Bvening not only with 
tranquiUifyy bvA triumphs though none but himfelf 
was coafcious ^tljc victory. 

The remembrance of this clemency cheered the 
t)eginni«g of the feventh day, and nothing hap- 
pened to difturb the pleafure of SegeJy till looking 
on die tree that Shaded htm, he recoilefted, that 
under a tree of the feme kind be had paflfed the 
night after his defeat in the kingdom of Goiama. 
The refleftion on his lofs, his difhonour, and the 
mtiierijBS whidb his fubjefts fiiffer>ed from the invader, 
filled him with fadocfs. At laft he fbook. off the 
weight x>f fbrjiow, and began to/olace himfdf with 
his ufual pleafures, when his tranquillity was i^ain 
diiburbed by jealoufies which the lai^ c<Miteil for the 
.f)rizes had produced, and wiiich, having ip vain tried 
to pacify them by perfuafion, he was forced tpfiknce 
by commands 
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On the eighth niorning Seged was awakened early 
by an unufual hxirry in the apartments, and enquir- 
ing the caufe, was told that the princefs Balkis was 
fci«ed with ficknefs. He rofe, and calling the phy-^ 
ficians, found that they had little hope of her reco- 
very. Here was an end of jollity : all his thoughts 
WCFC now upon his daughter, whofe eyes he clofed 
on the tenth day. 

Such were th« days which Seged of Ethiopia had 
appropriated x,o^ ftiort refpiration (rom the fatigues 
of war and the cares of government. This narrative 
he has bequeathed to future generations, that np 
man hereafter may prefume to fay, " This day fhall 
** tft a day of happinefs," 



Digitized by 



Google 



j8o THE RAMBLER. N* aoS. 



Numb. ao6. Saturday, March 7, 1752. 

■ Propefiti nonJum pudetf atque eadem efi menf, 
Ut honafumma futes,, aliend vi*vere quadra* Ju7. 

But hardened by affronts, and flill the fame, ' 

Loft to all fenfe of honour and of fame. 
Thou yet can'ft love to haunt the great man's bo^rd. 
And think no fupper good but with a lord. Bowles. 



WHEN Diogenes was once afked, what kind 
of wme he liked beft \ he anfwered, " That 
«' which is drunk at the coft of others." 

Though the charafter of Diogenes has never ex- 
cited any general zeal of imitation, there are many 
who refemble him in his tafte of wine ; many who 
are frugal, though not abftemious j whofe appetites, 
though too powerful for reafon, are kept under re- 
ftraint by avarice j and to whom all delicacies lofc 
their flavour, when they cannot be obtained but "^at 
their own expence. 

Nothing produces more Angularity of manners 
and inconftancy of life, than the conflift of oppo- 
fite vices in the fame mind. He that uniformly 
purfues any purpofe, whether good or bad, has a 
fettled principle of aftion j and as he may always 
find aflbciates who are travelling the fame way, is 
countenanced by example, and flieltered in the 
multitude \ but a man, actuated at once by different 

defiresj 
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defires, muft move in a direftibn peculiar to himfelf, 
and fufFer that reproach which we are naturally inr 
clined to beftow on thofe who deviate from the reft 
of the world, even without enquiring whether they 
are worfe or better. 

Yet this xonflidt of defires fometimes produces 
wonderful efforts. To riot in far-fetched dilhes, 
or furfeit with unexhaufted variety, and. yet pradifc 
the moft rigid economy, is furely an art which may 
juftly draw the eyes of mankind upon them whofe 
induftry or judgment has enabled them to attain* it. 
To him, indeed, who is content to break open the 
chefts, or mortgage the manors of his anceftors, 
that he may hire the minifters of exccfs at the high- 
eft price, gluttony is an eafy fcience 5 yet we oftea 
hear the votaries of luxury boafting of the elegance 
which they owe to the tafte of others, relating with 
rapture the fucceflion of diflies with which their 
cooks and caterers fupply them ; and expeding their 
lhare of praife with the difcoverers of arts and the ci- 
vilizers of nations. But to fhorten the way to con- 
vivial happinefs, by eating without coft, is a fecrct 
hitherto in few bands, but which certainly deferves 
the cufiofity of thofe whofe principal enjoyment is 
their dinner, and who fee the fun rife with no other 
hope than that they (hall fill . their bellies before it 
fets. 

Of them that have within my knowledge at- 
tempted this fcheme of happinefs, the greater part 
have been immediately obliged to defift ; and fome, 
whom their firft attempts flattered with fuccefs, were 
reduce^ by degrees to a few table?, from which they 
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-wtre at Uft ch^ed to make way for others 9 and 
having long habituated themfelves to fuperfluous 
plenty^ ^rowkd away their latter years in. dikos^ 
tented competence. 

None enter the regions of luxury with higher cxr» 
peAations than men of wit, who imagine^ that they 
iball never want a welcome to that company whofe 
ideas they can enlarge^ or whofe imaginations they 
can elevate> and believK themietves able to pay 
for their wine with the mirth which it qualifies 
them to produce. Full of this opinion, they 
crowd with little invitation^ wherever the fmell 
of a feaft allures them, but are feldom encouraged 
to repeat their vifits, being dreaded by the pert aa 
rivals^ and hated by the dull as difturbers of the 
company* 

No man has been fo happy in gaining and keep- 
ing the privilege of living at luxurious houfes as G«- 
lofulusy who, after thirty years of continual revelry, 
has now eftablifhed, by uncontrovertcd prefcription, 
his claim to partake of every entertainment, and 
whofe prefence they who afpire to the praife of a 
fumptuous table are careful to procure on a day of 
iruportance, by fending the invitation a fortnight 
before. 

Gulo/ulus entered the world without any eminent 
degree of merit ; but was careful to frequent houfes 
where perfons of rank reforted. By being often fcen, 
he became in time known j and from fitting in the 
faine room, was fufFcred to mix in idle converfation, 
or afliftcd to fill up a vacant hour, when better 
amufemcnt was not readily to be had. From ib« 
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C€^ee«'boufe he wais fometimcfs taken awa/ td dih^ 
ner ^ and as no man refufes the acquaintafice of him 
whom he fees admitted to famiHarity by othe^^ of 
equal dignity, when he had been met at a few t$bic% 
he with \th difficulty fonrtd the way to m6rt, iil\ at 
laft he Was regularly cxpeded to appear Ivheirevcr 
preparations are madte for a feaft> within the circuit 
of his acquaintance^ 

When he was thus by accident initiated in luxury; 
he felt in himfelf no inclination to retire from a life 
of fo much pleafure, and therefore very ferioufly con-- 
fidered how he might continue it. Great qualities, 
or uncommon accomplifliments, he did not find ne- 
ceffaty; for be had already fecn that merit rather 
enforces refpeft than attradls fondnefs ; and as he 
thought no folly greater than that of lofmg a dinner 
for any other gratification, he often congratulated 
himfelf, that he had noiie of that difgufting excel- 
lence which impreffes awe upon greatnefs, and con- 
demns its poffeffors to the fociety of thofe who arc 
wife or brave, and indigent as themfelves. . 

Gulofulus having never allotted much of his time 
to books or meditation, had no opinion in philofophy 
or politicks, and was not in danger of injuring his 
ihtereft by dogmatical pofitions, or violent contra-*- 
didion. If a difpute arofe, he took care to liftea 
with e^neft attentions and when either fpeaker grew 
vehement and loud, turned towaMs hinV with eager 
quicknefs, and uttered a (hort phrafe of admiration, 
as if furprifed by fuch cogency of argument as he 
had never known before. By this.filent concef- 
fion:, he generally preferved in either controvertift 
ftjch Jt cpnvi^iow of his QWa fupcriority, as in* 
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clined him rather to pity than irritate his adverfafiy, 
and prevented thofe outrages which are fomctimes 
produced by the rage of defeat, or petulance of tri- 
umph. 

Gulafulus was never embarrafTed but when he was 
required to declare his fentimcnts before he had been 
able to difcover to which fide the matter of the houfe 
inclined, /or it was his invariable rule to adopt the 
notions of thofe that invited him. 

It will fometimes happen that the infolence of 
wealth breaks into contemptuoufncfs, or the turbu- 
lence of wine requires a vent j and Gulojulus feldom 
fails of being fingled out on fuch emergencies, as one 
on whom any experiment of ribaldry may be fafely 
tried. Sometimes his lordfliip finds himfclf inclined 
to exhibit a fpecimen of raillery for the diverfion of 
his gueft, and Gulojulus always fupplies him with a 
fubjeit of merriment. But he has learned to confider 
rudenefs and indignities as familiarities that entitle 
him to greater freedom ; he comforts himfelf, that 
thofe who treat and infult him pay for their laughter, 
and that he keeps his money while they enjoy their 
jeft. ^ 

His chief policy confifts in felefting fome difb from 
every courfe, and recommending it to the company, 
with an air fo decifive, that no one ventures to con- 
tradia him. By this pradlice he acquires at a feaft a 
kind of diftatorial authority; his tafte becomes the 
ftandard of pickles and feafoning, and he is vene- 
rated by the profeflTors of epicurifm, as tl^e only man 
who underftands the niceties of cookery. 

Whenever a new fauce is imported, or any inno- 
vatio_n made in the culinary fyftem, he procures the 
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-earlicft intelligence, and the moftauthentick receipt; 
and, by communicating his knowledge under proper 
injunftions of fccrccy, gains a right of tailing hia 
own difh whenever it is prepared, that he may tell 
whether his directions have been fully underft6od. 

By this method of life Gulofulus has fb imprefled on , 
his imagination the dignity of feafting, that he has na ' 
other topick of talk, or fubjeCb of meditation. His 
calendar is a bill of fare; he meafures the ]^ear by fuc- 
ceffive dainties.. The only common places of hia 
memory are his meals ; and if you aik him at what 
time an •event happened, he confiders whether he 
heard it after a dinner of turbot or venifon. He 
knows, indeed, that thofc who value themfelves upoa 
fenfe, learning, or piety, fpeak of him with contempt ; 
but he confiders them as wretches envious or igno-. 
rant, who do not know his happinefs, or wilh to fup- 
plant him ; and declares to his friends, that he is 
fully fatisfied with his own condudt, fince he has fed. 
every day on twenty difhes, and yet doubled hi«^ 
jeftate.-^ 
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' Numb. aoy.. TuesdaV, March i6, 1752. 

... ' / 

Sthi /ine/cnttem maturt Jfanui tquum^ n$ 
P$<cet ad ixtrimuM ridtnduj* HoRt : 

The voice of rettfca cries- witfr winning fort^ 

X*ooj(«.from the rapid car your aged horle» 

Xieftjt in the race derided, left l^ehind. 

He drag his jaded limbs and burlt his wind. l^^RANCtsV 

SUCH is the cmptincfs of human eajoymcnt,. 
that we are always impatient, of the prefent. 
Attainment is followed by ne^lefi:, and polTefllon by 
difguit ; and the malicious remark of the Gr^^i^ epi- 
grammatiii on marriage may be applied to every 
ojher courfe of lift, that its two days of happinefi 
ai:e the firft and the laft. 

t Few moments are more pleafing than thofe.iQ 
which the mind is concerting meafures for a new , 
undertaking. From the firft hint that wakens the 
fancy, till the hour of adual execution, all is im- 
provement and progrefs, triumph and felicity. Every 
hour brings additions to the original fcheme, fug* 
gefts fome new expedient to fecure fuccefs, or dif- 
covers confcquential advantages not hitherto fore-* 
feen. While preparations are made, and mate- 
rials accumulated, day glides after day through ely- . 
fian proipeAs, and the heart dances to the fong of 
hope. ., ,, 

Such is the pleafurc bfprojeflring, thafMahy toh- 
tcnt themfelves with afucceffiQU of viGonary fthemes, 
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^and Yi^ear out their allotted time in the calm amufc- 
ment of contriving what they never attempt or hope 
td execute. 

<?thfers, not able to feaft their imagination witli 
J)ure ideas, advance fomewhat nearer tp the groiT^ 
xiefs "of aftion, with great diligence coUeft whatcvep 
is requifitc to their defi^n, and, aftei- a thoufand 
refearches and confultations, are fnatched away by 
death, as they ftand inprocinitu waiting for a proper 
opportunity to begin. 

If there were no other end of life, ,than to find 
fome adequate folace fgr every day, I know not whe^- 
ther any condition could be preferred to that of the 
i«an who involves himfelf in his. own thoughts, and 
never fuffer3 experience to Ihew him the vanity of 
Ipeculationj for no fooner are notions reduced to 
practice, than tranquillity and confidence forfake the 
breaffj every day brings its fade, and often without 
bringing abilities to perform it : difficulties cmbar- 
rafs, uncertainty perplexes, oppofition retards, cen- 
Aire exafperates, or negledt deprefles. We pro- 
ceed becaufe we have begun ; we complete our de- 
fign, that the labour already fpent may not be vain : 
6ut as expeftation gradually dies away, the gay fmile 
of alacrity difappears, we arc conipelled to implore 
fcverer ppwers, and truft the event to patience and 
conftancyi 

^ When ionce our labour has begun, the comfort that 
'enables ji$ to endure it is the profpeft of its end 5 for 
though in every long work there are fonie joyous^ 
intervals of felf-appla,ufc, when« the attention is re- 
created by unexpedled facility, and the imagination, 
fgothcd By iriciderital excellencies i yet the toil witk 
" "* Cc a which 
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which performance ftruggles after idea> is fo irkfome 
and difgufting, and fo frequent is the neceffity of 
telling below that perfeftion which we imagined 
within our reach» that feldom any man obtains more 
from his endeavours than a painful Convidtion of bis 
defe£ts> and a continual refufcitation of defires which 
he feels himfelf unable to gratify. 

So certainly is wearinefs the concomitant of our 
undertakings, that every man, in whatever he is en- 
gaged, confoles himfelf with the hope of change; if 
he has. made his way by afliduity to publick employ- 
ment, he talks among his O'iend^ of the delight of 
retreat ', if by the neceffity of folitary application he 
is fecluded from the world, he liilens with a beating 
heart to diftant noifes, longs to mingle with living 
beings, and refolves to take hereafter his fill of di- 
verfions, or difplay his abilities on the univerfal 
theatre, and enjoy the pleafure of diftinfbion and 
applaufe. 

Every dclire, however innocent, grows dangerous^ 
as by long indulgence i.t becomes afcendent in the 
mind. When we have been much accuftpmed to 
confider any thing as capable of giving happineis, 
it is not eafy to reftrain our ardour, or to forbear 
fome precipitation in our advances, and irregularity 
in ourpurfuits. He that has cultivated the tree^ 
watched the fwelling bud and opening blofTom, and 
pleafed himfelf with computing how much every fua 
and Ihower add to its growth, fcarcely Hays till the • 
fruit has obtained its maturity, but defeats his own 
cares by eagernefs to reward them. When we have 
diligently laboured for any purpofe, we are willing 
to believe tlmt we have attained it^ and^ becaufe w<^ 
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have already done much, too fuddenly conclude that 
no more is to be done. 

All attraction Is increafed by the approach of the 
attracting body. We never find ourfclves fo defiroui 
to finifh, as in the latter part of our work, or fo im^ 
patient of delay, as when we kn6w that delay can- 
not be long. Thus unfeafonable importunity of 
difcontent may be partly imputed to languor and 
wearinefs, which muft always opprefs thofe more 
whofe toil has been longer continued; but the 
greater part ufually proceeds from frequent con- 
templation of that eafe which is now confidered as 
within reach, and which, when it has once flattered 
our hopes, we cannot fuffer to be withheld. 

In fome of the nobleft compofitions of wit, the 
conclufion falls below the vigour and ipirit of the 
firft books ; and as a genius is not to be degraded 
by the imputation of human failings, the caufe of 
this declenfion is commonly fought in the ftrufturc 
of the work, and plaufible reafons are given why in 
the dcfeftive part lefs ornament was neceffary, or lefs 
could be admitted. But, perhaps, the authof would 
have confelTed, that his fancy was tired, and his per- 
feverance broken ; that he knew his defign to be 
unfinifhed, but that, when he faw the end To near, he 
could no longer refufe to be at reft. 

Againft the inftillations of this frigid opiate, the 
heart (hould be fecured by all the confiderations 
which once concurred to kindle the ardour of en- 
terprize. Whatever motive firft incited aftion, has 
ftill greater force to ftimulate perfeverance ; fince he 
that might have lain ftill at firft in blamclefs obfcu- 
nty, cannot afterwards defift but with infamy and 
C c 3 reproach* 
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reproach. He, whom a doubtful promife of diftant 
good could encourage to fet difficulties at defiance, 
ought not to remit his vigour, when he Has almoft 
obtained his recompencc. To faint or loiter, whea 
only the lad eiForts are required, is to fteer the fhip 
through tempefts, and abandon it to the winds in 
fight of land -, it is to break the ground and fcatter 
the feed, and at laft to negleft the harveft. 

The matters of rhetorick direfti that the mod for- 
cible arguments be produced in the latter part of a» 
oration, left ti\ey fhould be effaced or perplexed by 
£vpervenient images. This precept may be juftly 
extended to the feries of life : Nothing is ended with 
. honour, which does not conclude better than it be-v 
gan. It is not fufficient to maintain the firft vigour; 
for excellence lofes its cffeft upon the mind by cuf- 
tom, as light ^fter a time ceafes to dazzle. Admi-^ 
ration muft be continued by that novelty which firft 
produced it, and how much foever is given, there muft 
always be reafon to imagine that more remains. 

We not only are moft fenfible of the laft impref-* 
ilons, but fuch is the unwillingnefs of mankind to 
admit tranfcendent merit, that, though it be difficult 
to obliterate the reproach o( mifcarriages by any fub- 
feqgent atchicvement, however illuftrious, yet the 
reputation raifed by a long train of fuccefs, may bq 
finally ruined by a fingle failure j for weaknefs or 
error will be always remembered by that malice and 
envy which it gratifies. , 

For the prevention of that difgrace, which laffitudc 
and negligence naay bring at laft upon the .greateft 
performances, it is neceffary to proportion carefully^ 
our labour to our ftrengtb.; If the defign comprifes 
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many parts, equally cflential, and therefore not to be 
feparated, the only time for caution is before we en- 
gage ; the powers pf the mind nwift J?e then innp^r- 
tiklly eftimated, and it muft be remeriibcred, that Aot 
to complete the plan, is not to have begun it ; and 
that nothing is done, while any thing is omittM. 

But, if the talk (ronfifts in the repetition of lingle 
;ift$, no one of which derives its eJSicacy from the reft, 
it may be attempted with kfs fcruple, becauje there 
is always opporjunity to retreat with honour. The 
danger is only, left we cxped from the world the in- 
dulgence with which nioQ: are difpofed to trejt them- 
fclves ; and in the hour of liftlcfnefs imagine, that 
4:he diligence of one day will atone for the idleness 
of another, and that applaufe begun by appipbation 
will be continued by habit. 

He that is himfelf weary will foon weary th« pub- 
4ick. L^ him therefore lay down his employment, 
whatever it be, who can no longer exert his former 
-activity or attention j let him not endeavour to 
ilruggic with cenfure, or dbftin^ely Me& the ftagc 
fill age&teral hifs c^mmaods him to depart* < , 



G.c 4 



Digitized by 



Google 



39* THE RAMBLER. N* aoJ., 



NoMB. ao8. Saturday, March 14, 1752. 

S7( Ifixit CIlQ^W^ Tfi^fAOJ^I* Oft y MPOt^ftOflOft 

OvifK* TOST m!lii «} wm^ Ut^fftipmm ' . DlOG. Lairts; 

Begone, ye blockheads^ Hiraclitus cries. 
And leave xny labours to the leam'd and wife ;; 
By wit, hj knowledge, (hidious to be read» 
I fcom the multitude, alive and dead* 

TIME9 which puts an end to all human plea* 
fures and forrowsj has likewife concluded the 
labours of the Ramblek. Having fupported> for 
two years> the anxious employment of a periodical 
writer, and multiplied my eflays to upwards of two 
hundred, I have Jiow determined tp defift. 

The reafons of this refolution it is of little im- 
portance to declare, lince juftiiicatioir is unneciflary 
when no objedlion is made. I am far from fup- 
poling, that the ceiTation of my performances will 
raife any inquiry, for I have never been much a fa- 
vourite of the publick, nor can boafl that^ in the 
progrefs of my undertaking, I have been animated 
by the rewards of the liberal^ the carefles of the greats 
or the praifes of the eminent. 

But I have no defign to gratify pride by fubmif- 
fionj or malice by lamentation; nor think it reafon- 
able to complain of negleA from thofe whofe regard I 
never folicited* If I have not been diftinguifhed by 
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the diftributors of literary honours, I have feldom 
dcfcended to the' arts by which favour is obtained. I 
have feen the meteors of fafhion rife and fall, with- 
out any attempt to add a moment to their duration. 
I have never complied with temporary curiofity, nor 
enabled my readers tg difcufs the topick of the day*; 
I have rarely exemplified my affertions by living 
charafters ; in my papers, no man could look for 
cenfures of his enemies, or praifes of himfelf; and 
they only were expedted to perufe themi^ whofe paf- 
fions left them leifure for aWlrafted truth, and whom 
virtue could pleafe by its naked dignity. 

To fome, however, I am indebted for encourage- 
ment, and to others for affiftance. The number of 
my friends was never great, but they have been fuch 
as would not fufFer me to think that I was writing in 
vain, and I did not feel much dejeftion from the want 
of popularity. 

My obligations having not been frequent, my ac- 
knowledgments may be foon difpatched. I can re- 
ftore to all my correfpondents their productions, with 
little diminution of the bulk of my volumjes, though 
not without the lofs of fome pieces to which particular 
honours have been paid. 

The parts from which I claim no other praife than 
that of having given them an opportunity of appear- 
ing, are the four billets in the tenth paper, the fccond 
letter in the fifteenth, the thirtieth, the forty-fourth, 
the ninety-feventh, and the hundredth papers, and 
the fecond letter in the hundred and feventh. 

Having thus deprived myfelf of many excufes 
"which candour might have admitted for the inequa- 
lity of my compofitions, being no longer ^blc to al- 
lege 
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Jcgc thcncccffity of gratifying correfpondcnt3, the 
importunity with which publica;ion was folicit|cd> or 
obftinacy with which correction was rcjc£kcd, I raufl: 
remain accountable for all my faults^ and fubmit> 
without fubtcrfuge, to the ccnfures of criticifm. 
which^ however, I Ihall iiot endeavour to foftcn by 
ja formal deprecation, or to overbear by the influenci^ 
of a patron. The fupplications of an author pever 
yet reprieved him a moment from oblfvion j and, 
though grcatnefs has fomctimcs flickered guik, k 
can afford no proteAion to ignorance or dylncfs. 
Having hitherto attempted only the propagatu>n of 
truth, I will not at laft violate it by the confcffion of 
terrors which I do not feel : having laboured to main*- 
tain the dignity of virtue, I will not now degrade k 
by the meannefs of dedication. 

The feeming vanity with which I have ibmedmes 
fpoken of myfelf, would perhaps require an apology, 
were it not extenuated by the exanople of tbofe.who 
have publiflied effays before aic, and by the privi^ 
lege which every namelcfs writer has been hitherto 
allowed. " A.malk," fays Cafiiglione, "confers a 
«' right of ading and fpeaking with lefs reftrainK, 
" even when the wearer happens tp be klipwn/* 
He that is difcovered without his own cpnfent,.may 
claim fome indulgence, and cannot be rigoroufly 
called to juftify thofe fallies or frolicks which his dif- 
guife muft prove him defirous to conceal. 

But I have been cautious left this o^ence fliould 
be frequently or grofsly committed j for, as one of 
the philofophers direds us to live with a friend, as 
with one that is fome tim^ to become an enemy^ I 
have always thought ic the duty of Ofi aaonymo)|i 
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author; to ;wriu;> a& if he cxpe&ed t6 be hereafter 
known. . . ^ 

I am willing to flatter myfelf with hopes, chat, hf 
coHefting thcfe papers, I am not preparing, for mjf 
future life> either ftiame or repentance. That all are 
happily imagined, or accurately poliihed, chat the 
fame fentitnents have not ibmetimes recurred, or the 
fjMbc expreffions been too frequently repeated, I have 
not confidence in my abilities fufficient to warrant* 
He that condemns himfelf to compofe on a ftated 
day, will often bring to his tafk an attention diffi-* 
pated, a memory emb^rrafled^ an imagination over-* 
whelmed^ a mind diftradked with anxieties, a bodf 
langui(hing with difeafe : He will labour on a barren 
topick, till it is too late to change it ; or, in the ar- 
dour of invention^ diffufe his thoughts into wild ex<* 
uberance, which the prefllng hour of publication 
cannot fuffer judgment to examine or reduce. 

Whatever ihalL be the fiiial fentenqe of mankind^ 
I have at le^ endeavouridd to'deferve their kindnef&, 
I have laboured to refine our language to grammati-i 
cal purity,, and to clear it from colloquial, barbarilms^ 
licentious idioms, and irregular combinations. Some-* 
thing, perhaps, I have added to the elegance of its 
conftrudion, and fonaething to the harmony of it^ 
Cadence. When common words were Icfs pleating 
to the ear, or lefs diftinft in their fignification, I 
have familiarifcd the terms of philofophy, by apply- 
ing them to popular ideas, but have rarely admitted 
any word not authorized by former writers; for I 
believe that whoever knows the Exglijb tongue in ittf 
prefent extent^ will be /able to exprels his thoughts 
Without further help feom other nation?. . 
\. I As 
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As it has been my principal delign to inculcate 
wifdom or piety^ I have allotted few papers to the 
idle fports of imagination. Some^ perhaps^ may be 
found, of which the higheft excellence is harmlefs 
merriment ; but fcarcely any man is fo fteadily ferious 
as not to complain, that the feverity of dictatorial in- 
ftruftion has been too feldom relieved, and that he is 
driven by the fternnefs of the Rambler's philofophy 
to nK>re cheerful and airy companions. 

Next to the excurfions of fancy are the difquifitions 
of criticifm, which, in my opinion, is only to be 
ranked among the fubordinate and inftrumental arts. 
Arbitrary decilion and general exclamation I have 
carefully avoided, by aflertirig nothing without a 
reafon, and cftabliihing all my principles of judg- 
ment on unalterable and evident truth. 

In the piftures of life I have never been fo ftudious' 
of novelty or furprize, as to depart wholly from all 
refemblance 5 a fault which writers defervedly cele- 
brated frequently commit, that they may raife, as the 
occafion requires, either mirth or abhorrence. Some 
enlargement may be allowed to declamation, and 
fome exaggeration to burlefque ; but as they deviate 
farther from reality, they become Icfs ufeful, becaufe 
their leflbns will fail of application. The mind of 
the reader is carried away from the contemplation of 
his own manners; he finds in himfelf no likenefs to 
the phantom before him s and though he laughs or 
rages, is not reformed. 

The effays profeffedly ferious, if I have been able 
to execute ffly own intentions, will be found exa£bly 
conforniable to the precepts of Chriftianity, without 
any accommodation to the licentioufriefs and levity 

of 



Digitized by 



Google 



N^aoS. THE RAMBLER. J97 

o[ the prefent age* I therefore look back on this 
part of my work with pleafure^ which no blame or 
praife of man Ihall diminiih or augment. I fhall 
never envv the honours which wit and learning ob- 
tain in any other caufe^ if I can be numbered among 
the writers who have given ardour to virtue, and con- 
fidence to truth. 

Cdeftial powers ! that piety regard. 

From You my labours wait their laft reward. 



XN0 OF TH$ SIV|NTH VQtVMll* 



Digitized by 



Google 



A* . 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC ^ 

\ 



, Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



